

















RADIO} 





MUSIC 








4 





STAGE] 





RIETY 














nieve 
Published Weekly at 164 West 46th Street, New York 19, N. ¥., by Variety, Inc. Annual subscription, $10. Single copies, 25 cents 
, Entered as second-class matter December 22, 1905, at the Post Office at New York, N. Y., under the act of March 3, 1879 
COPYRIGHT, 1947, BY VARIETY, INC, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 
a” 


VOL. 168 No. 8 


NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1947 


PRICE 25 CENTS 








IFT LAUGH LID ON RADIO COMICS ~ 





Lack of Public Relations Held Key To NB AF AY ING 
Anti-Petrillo Feeling in Disk Ban 


James C. Petrillo head of thee 


American Federation of Musicians, |™ 


is inducing the same adverse public 
reaction to his latest move against 
recordings that has characterized 
past AFM campaigns. Now eved 
wiore prominent musician members 
of. his organization. are loudly. criti- 
cizing his lack of public relations. 
They feel that had.the AFM, at last 
June’s convention, gone through 
with plans to establish a public re- 
lations department, the current re- 
action by newspapers and the public 
would. not have been so dead set 
against whatever. Petrillo wants. to 
gain. 

Newspaper, magazine and other 
articles on Petrillo and his general 
demeanor on the stand, during last 
summer’s Senate Labor Committee 


investigation into the AFM, make 
the. possibilities of winning the 
forthcoming argument that much 


slimmer, The public is well aware 
that mentioning Petrillo before cer- 
tain.D. C. legislators is like flaunting 
the red flag. 
For this reason his men bemoan 
the picture; they don’t see Govern- 
_ ment intervention in an all-out fight 
(Continued on page 63) 


“Networks Going All Out 
~~ So’s Every Commoner 
Hears Royal Wedding 


Princess Elizabeth’s wedding next 
month has been put on a plane with 
the Bikini atom-tests as far as radio 
coverage is concerned. 

Not since Bikini have the four 
major U. S. networks got together 
for a airing of an overseas special | 
event. It’s estimated the four webs 
will lay out a total of approximately 
$25,000 for their two-hour pickup of 


J 





the royal nuptials from London 
Nov, 20. 
The wedding ceremonies will 


come off at a fortunate time for the 
webs, sponsor-wise, however. No 
commercial shows will have to be 
cancelled, the broadcast being set | 
for 6-8 am. (EST) which only 
means the webs opening their lines 
‘two hours earlier than usual. 

The rub, though, is that most sta- | 
tions west of the eastern time zone 
will have to switch on their trans- 


'ruled a capital-gain. 


Truman Invites Tele 


ON OLD TABUS 


| By GEORGE ROSEN 
| 
| 





His Man F ‘iday? 
Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Larry Parks is getting a crack 
at the Al Jolson NBC show for 
Kraft. It will mark the first | 
time ‘that Parks, who played the 
Jolson.role in the Columbia film, 
-has. been on the air. 

Question intriguing the trade 
is: Will Jolson also do the dub- 
bing honors when Parks goes 
into a song routine? 


Jolson’s $2,000,000 
A ‘Capital Gain’? 


NBC is preparing to set up a “Code 
of Practices” for its flock of top- 
priced comedians, 

In a far-reaching move patterned 
| to the new “accent on youth” format | 
jar? revolutionary techniques that 
| have characterized network thinking 
| in recent months, NBC is ready to 
| discard a lot of the old-fashioned 
|tabus of past vears. As far as the | 
{comics are concerned, there will be a 
definite liberalization in network 
| policy. There won’t be any letting 
down of the bars when it comes to 

violating good taste or perpetuating 

off-color material, but if a comedian, 
for example, wants to kid the pants 
off a network veepee, NBC says, in 














(Continued on page 61) 








Incidentally, Jolson has just for-— 
mally signed for a “Jolson Story” 





‘Theatre Television Eyed by Rank 


To Replace Embargoed U.S. Pix 





+ 
» J 


Screen-Happy Sitters 
Chicago, Oct. 28. 

Babysitters in River Forest, 
swank Chi suburb, are doing the 
pick-and-choose among clients 
on a television basis. 

Girls reportedly snub non- 
video homes in favor of domi- 
ciles that provide the galloping 
images. 








| 
| 


effect, “Go to it, boys-—as long as 

you think it adds up to good com- | 

_ F a edy.” 

Al Jolson is taking $2,000,000 on Similarly, other  straight-laced | 





{Continued on page 63) | 











mitters earlier than usual or call 
Sut staffers to platter the two-hour- 
long proceedings for later playback, 
and there’s some question about the 
importance that inland and Coast. 
broadcasters will attach to such an 
undertaking, The webs apparently 
View it as a prestige project, 
(Continued on page 63) 


Legit Talent Pool For 
Pic Thesps: at Liberty 


Sacramento, Oct. 28. 





Corporation papers were filed here | 


for Macklin Megley Productions, or- 
Sanized to round up film thesps for 
fastern and Ceast legit shows. 


Megley describes the project as a | 


—Clearing house for picture players | 


who have been washed out by the | 


economy wave in the studios. 


a shoulders 


account, from Columbia Pictures as 
part of his share from Col.’s “The | 
Jolson Story,” and will put it aside | 
claims, contending that, since his 
Hollywood career is so limited, it e 
should constitute a  capital-gain, For Pic-Makers 
Once before, Jolson got a turn- 
down on that claim, since there was Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
no pre-contractual proviso to stagger | Despite radio edict which recently 
point that his career constitutes an grams until later in evening, so 
accumulative value for pix, just like | childish ears wouldn’t be “polluted,” 
a longtime-held investment can be | Hollwood film studios are embark- 
likely to match any cycle in the 
past of this type of screen fare. 
King Brothers lead the procession, 
|and “Last of the Gangsters” on the | 
| way to celluloid. 
been going in heavily for this form | 
: | Most of the other production com- | 
: Washington, Oct. 28. 'panies have been steering clear of | 
_ President Truman, indicating his (these gangster films, on theory that | 
increased interest in television, has | 
issued a special invitation to WMAL- | j terested in such fare. Radio, how- | 
TV, Evening Star tele station here, | (Continued on page 61) 
to transmit the first showing of a | 
special highway safety film directly | 
to the White House on Nov. 10. Film | Ri ° 
ift in Loot 
afterwards for public showings 
| throughout the country. Double-Uppers, 
Mr. Truman, who's been televised J d ‘i i F 
| expressed considerable interest in | U ge aus Frou 
| Hollywood, Oct. 28. 


Rightist Cable 
Pix Nixed in Buda 


By GEORGE F. GAAL 
Budapest, Oct. 15. 


Thousands of Hungarian Clark | 


| Gable fans won't be able to see their 


favorite on the screen, due to the | 
boycott by Film Trade Union work- 
ers who refused to work at cinemas 
where Gable pix would be screened 


British theatres, which wil! be on 


| the lookout for any kind of addi- 


tional entertainment if the U. S. in- 
dustry’s embargo on film shipments 


|continues, might turn to theatre 
| television to round out their pro- 
|} grams. That thought is definitely in 


the back of J. Arthur Rank’s mind, 
according to Capt. A. G. D. West, 
| director of Cinema Television, Ltd., 
| one of Rank’s subsidiaries. 
For that reason, West said in New 
| York, Rank is pushing development 
of his theatre tele and now has plans 
to begin daily operation of a “sam- 
ple” system in six of his theatres 
| early in 1948. Idea awaits only the 
granting of a license by the .post- 
master general. West expressed con- 
fidence that the license would come 
lgcoa because the “system is 
good.” BBC, despite its own non- 
| 008.” BB policy, wants to co- 
operate with Rank as much as pos- 
| sible because it would help them 
finance some events, such as getting 
| together with sports promoters to 
(Continued on page 60) 








. 


—on the grounds that Gable has | 


Rightist political views. 

No Clark Gable picture has ap- 
peared in Hungarian cinemas since 
1940. His last was “Boom Town,” 
which had a terrific success. 

(Continued on page 56) 





Boxer Wins Decision 
On Tune Authorship 


Capitol Music last week cut a 


song, “Save the Bones for Henry | 
Jones (For Henry Don’t Eat No 
Meat).” Cut in was Henry Jones, 


| whose name was added to those of 
Barker and Vernon Lee as | 


Danny 
a writer of the tune. He’s due a third 


The Kings have | split. 


Jones’ name was added because he, 
(Continued on page 63) 


But as | 


| them foreign composers. 


Dizzy Dean Ain’t List’ ain’ 
To Rooshian Music For A 
Mere 506 Annually, Not He 


Dallas, Oct. 28 
Jerome H. (Dizzy): Dean, former 
baseball pitching great now coining 
| dough murdering thé English lan- 
| guage on radio, has revealed here 
that he’s a fugitive from a $50,000 
le year job as a radio disk jockey. 
“I told them folks*I didii’t want 
no part of it,” sai@ Dean. “They 
wanted me to play records of this— 
what do you call it? — sympathy 
;music and commuitate. about = all 
Me, who 
(Cofitinued on page 56) 











the medium two weeks ago when | 
| tele cameras were permitted in the | 
White House for the first time to air 


for ready accounting to Uncle Sam. | . 
However, the actor plans contesting | Does P 
the Internal Revenue’s straight tax | ay, 
hence subject only to 25% tax. 
payments, but he is adamant on the | shoved back airing of crime pro- 
| ing upon a wave of gangster pictures 
with “The Gangster’ just completed | 
Show Into White House of entertainment. 
they are bit passe and public isn’t | 
will be made available immediately | 
himself several times in the past, 
Newlyweds with a yen for all the 


| his food conservation speech. At |shows have been having a field day | 
| that time. the President peered over |making the rounds. Especially at- 
of tele cameramen | tractive were “Bride and Groom” 


handling the event while he himself and “Hope Chest” 
was not on the air and asked for a uppers 
harvest of household effects. 
fun is over for the altar-bound 
documentary titled | benedicts and hereafter they'll have 
” was produced |to make a choice of one or the other. 


| full explanation of how the medium 
| works. 

Film, a 16m 
“In the Driver's Seai, 


by ABC television under the super- One such couple, caught red- 
| vision of Paul B. Mowrey, the web’s | handed at double dealing, got can- 
| national video director. Harvey celled off “B & G” after making an 
| Marlowe. former ABC production appearance day before on “HC.” So 
chief, directed. Mowrey has been they sued for $17,000 and got kicked 
| invited by the President to sit in on out of court. A friendly judge 
the White House screening He agreed that two-timing wasn’t fair 
accepted. to “B & G” and so ruled. 


loot they can get on radio giveaway | 


and the double- | 
have been reaping a rich! 
But the 
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Under the 


PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT 
-& Christmas Carols 





ALL-GIRL ORCHESTRA ...1 CHOIR 


SILENT NIGHT 
“TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
ADESTE FIDELIS 
GOD REST YE MERRY, GENTLEMEN 
CAROL OF THE BELLS 
WARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
OM LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
JOY TO THE WORLD 
THE FIRST NOEL 


OF CHARM 


direction of Pritt SPITALNY 








CHARM RECORDS, 
. O. Box"Su, Ladio City Station, New oa 


York 19, N. Y. 
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USO-Camp Shows 


For Top Job in Gl Entertainment 


In recognition for piloting - the 
“greatest theatrical organization the 
world has ever known,” Abe Last- 
fogel, president of USO-Camp Shows 
and general manager of the William 
Morris agency, was awarded a cita- 
tion at a luncheon at the Waldorf- 
Astoria hotel, Friday (24) by th six 

ember agencies comprising 18 

So. 

Randall J. LeBoeuf, representing 
the National Travellers Aid Assn., 
one of the USO participants, pre- 
sented Lastfogel with an illuminated 
leather bound scroll citing his war- 
time accomplishment in the field of 
service entertainment. 

Lastfogel’s citation said: “As assist- 


ant to the president and subsequent- | 


ly as president of USO-Camp Shows 
Inc., from its organization in No- 
vember, 1941, to the present time, 
you successfully piloted the greatest 
theatrical enterprise the world has 
ever known. You brought untold 
pleasure and satisfaction to the men 
and women of the Armed Forces in 
every training camp, in every hos- 
pital on every fighting front and in 
every quarter of the globe. Outstand- 
ing in the entertainment world, you 
were chosen to set up, correlate and 
bring together almost over night the 
potential entertainment talent of 
stage and screen. Your unusual 
quality of leadership enabled you to 
secure universal support. 

“You personaly undertook two 
arduous trips to the European Thea- 
tre of Operations to assure the 
pnt quality of entertainment. 

ollowing V-J Day you continued 

our enthusiastic work by seeing to 
t that the battle of boredom was 


minimized. The disabled in hospitals | 


are still cheered immeasurably by 
the product of your effort. 
‘Incalculable . . . Unselfish’ 

“The total effect of your work on 
the winning of the war is incalcul- 
able. Your deep understanding and 
your great humanity have brought 
into closer sympathy the ideals and 
purposes of six national welfare or- 
ganizations and the whole enter- 
tainment industry. 

“The unselfish, courageous, and 
undeviating service which you have 
rendered through these years has 
won the respect and affection of the 
six member agencies, and we present 


.this citation as a token of well-de- | 


served appreciation.” 

Others honored at the dinner were 
Thomas D’Arcy Brophy, president of 
Kenyon & Eckhart, for his work as 
chairman of the National Advertis- 


ing Committee; Mrs. Dwight W. 
Morrow, Mrs. Maurice T. Moore, 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., Harper 


Sibley, Thomas J. Ross, John F. 
Hickey, Prescott S. Bush, Euclid W. 
McBride, and Walter Hoving. Bro- 
phy, received his award in absentia, 
being on the Coast in connection 
with the Freedom Train. 

Rockefeller made a plea for world 
peace in his speech in behalf of the 
citation recipients. 

The six organizations sponsoring 
the meeting were: Young Men's and 
Young. Women’s Christian Assns., 
Travellers Aid, Jewish Welfare 
Board, National Catholic Community 
Service and the Salvation Army. 


$25,000,000 Maine 
Holocaust Leaves 
Pic Theatres Intact 


Portland, Me., Oct. 28. 


The $25,000,000 forest fire disaster 
which hit Maine last week left thea- 
tre properties intact, limiting itself 
mostly to hinterland communities 
not sizable enough to boast theatres. 
The Bar Harbor holocaust stopped 
short of the business district of that 
resort town, with the indie exhibs’ 
property there left physically un- 
scathed. 

However, $25,000,000 is quite a 
chunk out of a state whose entire 
population is hardly that of Boston, 
with reflection of catastrophe at the 
pic boxoffices sure to be felt. Also, 
it is doubtful if summer biz will ever 
fully recover from the blow, with 
swank hotels and summer homes un- 
likely to be rebuilt in a hurry due to 
present prices of materials. The Bar 
Harbor region is likely to be worst 
sufferer, with scenic attractions gone 
with the blaze and palatial homes 
levelled. Bulk of year-round popu- 
lation subsists by servicing the now- 
destroyed estates, so a considerable 
exodus is expected. 

Paramount pariner Sam Pinanski 
(& Mullin) cut short a New York 
sojourn last week to rush back to 
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L’AFFAIRE LIFAR ENDED 
ON A NO-DANCE BASIS 


Paris, Oct. 21. 

L'Affaire Lifar, which threatened 
to deprive the Paris Opera of all 
ballets, with the stagehands object- 
ing to Serge Lifar’s presence, has 
| been compromised, 

Lifar, back in his prewar post as 
ballet master, will remain to stage 
the ballets but will not be able to 
perform himself. This satisfies both 
the stagehands and the dancers, who 
had petitioned for his return, and 
| were about to look for another hall 
to give ballets, 
| Lifar, who had been suspended 
|for 18 months after Liberation be- 
cause of collaboration activities, and 
had tried to appear after that in 
Paris,. has already played Monte 
Carlo last season. It is reported that 
he danced there for prestige pur- 
poses to help stage a comeback, pay- 
ing his way instead of getting a 
salary. 


Willie Howard, Honored 
On His 40th Anni, Proves 
| Comedy’s Lasting Powers 


| Willie and Eugene Howard first 

came to the attention of VARIETY's 
| New Acts dept., May 28, 1913, which 
|} also carried banner headlines point- 











|ing up the fact that ‘Vaudeville 
| Managers Find Acts Are Raising 
| Salaries,”, “Film Cos. Trying Hard 


ito Be Friendly” and “Managers and 
| Union People Getting Lined Up for 
| Fray.” 

It could be that times haven't 
| changed too much, Not only are 
| the same headlines applicable today, 
! but Willie Huward, then a click at 
ithe Winter Garden, N. Y., is still 
socko today working down the street 
| at the nearby Latin Quarter; where 
| he celebrated his 40th anniversary 
in showbusiness as a headliner at a 
party thrown for him Sunday (26) 
| by Lou Walters and E. M. Loew with 
i show business notables paying 
| tribute. 
| The intervening time may have 
| wrought many changes in showbusi- 
| ness, but durable acts, like all dur- 
able issues, still merit public atten- 
tion. 

As Sime said in his first New Act 
analysis of Willie and Eugene How- 
ard, “It’s unusual for such a versa- 
tile performer as Willie Howard to 
possess a voice, but he has one and 
it could have earned his way through 
‘life if he had not eombined funmak- 
ing with it... If there is a Hebrew 
comedian in the world who can 
touch Howard then trot him out. 
And Willie can give his challenger 
all those things a Hebrew comedian 
is supposed to have including crepe 
hair, for Willie has none of these, 
nor does he need them.” - 

Howard has since dropped most of 
his Hebrew dialect. He now does a 
phoney French dialect, and he’s still 
capable of singing a song, as witness 
his burlesque of the “Quartet from 
Rigoletto” and his rib of Jolson sing- 
ing “April Showers.” 

By the same process, Eugene has 
dropped out of the act, but reunited 
at Sunday's party for th¢ occasion. 
Since then, Al Kelly, the double- 
talking assistant, has taken his place. 
But the essential fact remains that 
Willie is still a top comic earning 
from $2,500 to $4,000 weekly. 

Milton Berle, emceeing the show, 
agreed that modern day comedians 
have much to learn from Willie 
Howard. After all, the essentials of 
comedy haven't changed too much, 
and Willie having that backlog of 
40 years is a recognized master. 

Among those showing up at the 
fete were Greer Garson, Belle Baker, 
Adah (Mrs. Ted) Lewis, Frank Fay, 
A. J; Balaban, as well as. virtually 
every comic around N. Y. 

Howard was presented with a 
scroll by the Friars and a waich by 
the LQ management. Jose. 














his home state of Massachusetts. His 
| sudden exodus was sparked by news 
that timberlands which he owns in 
Mass. were ablaze in the current 
|forest fires scattered throughout 
|New England. 

Pinanski had come to New York 
to visit the annual convention of 
the Society of Motion Picture En- 
gineers. His partner, Martin Mullin, 
jalso in Gotham, stayed on. 
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280th WEEK ! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
Watch for KEN MURRAY’S new 
feature length film production “BILL 
AND COO.” 
Released through Republic Pictures 


| anticieem cemenere at cnet (cane MES 
‘Pagan U.S. Cited 

agan U.). Ul 

For ‘Outlaw’ Pic 

Manila, Oct. 20. 

Exhibition of a watered-down ver- 
sion of “The Outlaw” here has pro- 
| voked a torrid exchange of notes be- 
tween a local college rector and 
Secretary of the Interior Jose 
Zulueta, who also functions as the 
Philippines censorial head. Father 
Honorio Munoz of Letran College 
protested showings of the Howard 
Hughes film and added that the U. S. 
was a “pagan country” for producing 
and distributing such a picture, 
In refuting the Father’s charges, 
Zulueta pointed out that the film 
“was reviewed not less than eight 
times by our board of censors and 
after much deliberation it was de- 
cided by a vote of six to five to 
allow the showing of the film.” He 
also emphasized that “if you can 
cite to me a case of immorality in its 
censored version, I shall be glad to 
agree with you that I made a mis- 
take.” Regarding America’s “pagan- 
ism,” the Interior chief said that he 
decidedly differed on that point. 











‘Outlaw for Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 28. 

Shea’s Fulton has grabbed How- 
ard Hughes’ “Outlaw” for its local 
first-run and will book the picture 
in some time next month, hoping for 
a run up to Christmas. Pic was only 
recently okayed by Pennsylvania 
Board of Censors and since then UA 
has been working out deals for it. 
Understood Fulton got the nod 
when Harris circuit couldn’t work 
out any preferred playing time for 
it and wanted to spot film into its 
downtown moveover site, the Sen- 
ator. Hughes nixed that so Fulton 
got “Outlaw.” House will play one 
more picture after run of “Walter 
Mitty,” now in third week, before 
putting in “Outlaw.” 


Know Who You Are? 
Get On A&C Show 
And Swing the Swag 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

If this doesn’t shame giveaway 
shows it should at least embarrass 
them. On one of their co-op shows 
recently cut, Abbott & Costello carry 
on a routine with a gal from the 
audience along these lines: 

Costello: “What's your name?” 

Contestant: “Susie Glutz.” 

Costello: “Give the lady a refrige- 
rator. 

Costello: “Where are you from?” 

Glutz: “San Diego.” 

Costello: “Give the lady an elec- 
tric range.” 

Etc., etc., etc., ete. 

Before the lady got through tell- 
ing all about herself she had enough 
loot to fill a van. But it didn’t cost 
the comics as much as you think, 
Mostly tieups. 


Manson Heads AVC 


Alan Manson, of the cast of “Call 
Me Mister,” was named chairman of 
the Theatre Chapter of the Ameri- 
can Veterans Committee at an elec- 
tion held last week. Manson suc- 
ceeds Jonas T. Silverstone, national 
counsel for the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, who declined to run 
for the post after serving three 
terms. Silverstone was elected vice 
chairman ,along with Hal Gerson, 
legit press-agent, and Bill Ross, legit 
actor. 

Vernon Rice, drama editor of the 
N.Y. Post, was elected recording 











- ~ 




















——, 
This Week's Football 
By Harry Wismer- al 
(Sports Director, ABC Network) 
College 

GAMES WINNERS *POINTS 
Washington & Lee-Army........ Cis i bss Army ..... oy ee 44 
Georgetown-Boston College ......e000.505: Beston College ...... 7 
Holy Cross-Brown ..........055: sevveee-++ Holy Cross ...........:.., 4 
Colgate-Penm State .........5 6. ce eee ceees 5, ae 21 
Columbia-Cormell ............-- Seeeveses t Columbia ...... sie’ . 10 
Dartmouwth-Vale ......cccs ec eect te eee tence aaa 14 
Rutgers-Harvard ........60 cece eae eeenes ge a ae 3 
West Virginia-Maryland ................65. bk eS ie 
eI WOME 5. oc o> co's 0 0 bbwin-v ce bb eres 6 WORM Siskin cess. biota 
Oklahoma A&M-Temple ............-+606. i | a ae q 
Navy-Notre Dame .»» Notre Dame 28 
Pitt-Mimmesota 2... nc. cece eee eee tadas Minnesota ...... ee Q1 
Michigan-Hiinois ..-Michigan ...... a 
Indiana-Ohio State ..........6...s005: -- Em@fama ....seese 7 
Iowa-Purdue rere --» Purdue ~.. 6 
Iowa State-Oklahoma . Oklahoma 14 
Kansas State-Kansas .. .. Kansas . ’ 1 
Marquette-Mich. State . Mich. State . 6 
Nebraska-Missouri ............ > "| es 7 
Wisconsin-Northwestern eRe I ep ee SOOT kc clined 3 
Whale-CohePme oan. 6igin sok wile ee oc cccccccncy MOONEE FAs sv on Coke 1 
CORT... CNG FEO 6S TiN ee des SEPM Ulm «+s ne Rabe. = & 
Southern Cal.-Washington ................. Southern Cal. ........ 10 
Stanford-Oregon State ...........csseeeees Oregon State ........ 14 
Se Cor ree eee ee i ee Oregon ......... 9 
Texns AGM-Arkamsas .. ... 00. ee eeescnes Rea, MOP. 0b ¢ wae ar cevecd 3 
Texas Christian-Baylor ................4005 TCU . 6 
ES oe weber aiccs ce caeneres SPE cere 2 
TOGRIE .. wan So sae scree a ee 
Alabama-Kentucky .............--.cseeee: -Kentacky ....... <2 
Duke-Georgia Tech .............ccceceeeee Georgia Tech ...... 7 
Clemson-Georgia (Fri nite) cy pL hols 's Bee Weld’s «cass cae 26 
Mississippi-L.S.U. (mite) ....0... cece eee RCN Circa sé Cbg ess 3 
Miss. State-Tulane . Miss. State .,....... oe 
.Tenn-North Carolina ......... 666s sssees si. He 5 dee av 6 
Wake Forest-William and Mary ........... Wake Forest ........ er 3 

(Games are played Saturday afternoon, unless otherwise stated.) 

Pro Football 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 
GAMES WINNERS POINTS 
N. Y. Giants-Detroit Lioms ............ NENG iis 6 io wid a ves ie 
Pitt Steelers-Green Bay Packers...... A ST ee vope 
Philly Eagles-Wash. Redskins...... P a cece a ewiee & 
Chi Bears-Boston Yanks ......-.......+.5: NENT Lig vida WS bo do 19 
L.. A. Rame-GRE Garde ic. s vices ices vector SRT Mi ety ha tle tb o0b cee 6 6 
ALL-AMERICA CONFERENCE 

GAMES WINNERS POINTS 
Chi Rockets-Brooklyn Dedgers (Fri nite)..Rockets ........... , 1 
Baltimore Colts-N. Y. Yamkees .......... .. Yankees . 20 
Cleveland Browns-Buffalo Bills ........... NE Tes e 4p be iiekbee finned 6 
San Fran "49re-L. A. Doms................ = Serer ; va 8 


(Games are played Sunday afternoon, unless otherwise stated) 
Wins, 137; Losses, 73; Ties, 11; Pet., .655. 


(Ties don’t count) 
*Points represent predicted margin of victory, not the official odds. 





CHEVALIER ANGLING 
FOR OWN RADIO SHOW 


Unusual terms being set by 
Maurice Chevalier for his guest ap- 
pearances on network shows would 
seem to indicate that the French 
singer is definitely in the market for 
a coast-to-coast show of his own. For 
a while last summer negotiations 
were on between Chevalier and 
Kraft for the former to take over 
the Thursday night “Kraft Music 
Hall” on NBC, but the plans fell 
through, with the subsequent inking 
of Al Jolson for the spot. 


Chevalier does his initial guest 
shot of the season on Fred Allen’s 
show this Sunday (2). And in all 
deals being arranged for him, he’s 
stipulating that it be done on a re- 
ciprocal basis, with Allen, et al., to 
guest on his own show—if and when. 


U.S. Talent Gets in the Act 
For Brit. Royal Family 


London, O.' 28. 


American performers will be in- 
cluded in the cast of the Royal Va- 
riety Performance, to be held at the 
Palladium Nov. 3, in addition to the 
U. S. film, “The Bishop's Wife,” 
chosen for the Command Film Per- 
formance Nov. 25. 


Americans are Stan Laurel and 
Oliver Hardy, Jack Durant, Wally 
Boag. Borrah Minevitch Harmonica 
Rascals, Dolores Gray and Bill 
Johnston. Latter two are current in 
the London production of “Annie 
Get Your Gun,” while the others 
were imported to Britain for dates 
at the Casino theatre and otier 
English variety houses. 


List of artists for performance also 
includes the following: Wilson, Kep- 
pel and Betty, Billy Russell, Gracie 
Fields, Tommy Trinder, Skyrockets 
Orchestra, Norman Evans, Les Zoris, 
Jimmy Currie’s Water Act, Dagen- 
ham Girl Pipers, Vic and Joe Cras- 
tonian, Crazy Gang (Bud Flanagan, 
Naughton and Gold, Nervo and 
Knox), Bobby Kimber, Levanda, 








Marilyn Hightower and Alec Thomas 
Octet. 


& a’ 





Jessel’s New 20th-Fox 
Deal Permits Him 6 Mos. 


Per Year for Trouping 


George Jessel’s contract at 20th- 
Fox, modified recently, now permits 
the producer-comedian to do six 
months of personal apperances, with 
an equal period devoted to picture- 
making, It’s expected that Jessel 
thus can gross around $250,000 an- 
nually, about equally divided. 

In the in-person field, Jessel has 
already made a hefty start with. 
dates at the Hippodrome, Baltimore; 
Carnival, N. Y., and Copacabana, 
Miami Beach. The Hipp date is at 
a straight 50% of the take with 
Jessel paying three supporting acts. 
Theatre’s usual gross hovers around 
$15,000. Carnival date, to start Nov. 
27, calls for $7,500 plus 50% of the 
take above $44,000, and the Copa 
deal has been pacted at a straight 
$12,500. Latter date hasn't been set 
yet, but it’s expected that it will be 
around mid-January or February. 
Copa is required to give Jesse] two 
weeks’ notification. * 

Jessel’s picture plans call for pro- 
duction of the film versions of two 
Broadway hits, “Call Me Mister” an 
“Burlesque.” Latter will be in color 
with Betty Grable and Dan Dailey. 


Fields’ Widow Sues 


Los Angeles, Oct. 28. 

W. C. Fields’ widow, Harriet, filed 
suit in L. A. superior court demand- 
ing the return of $241,225 by the 
late comedian’s estate and the bene- 
ficiaries of his various cash gifts. . 

Widow declares she was Fields 
legal wife at the time of his death, 
and that the money he gave away 
was community property. 


MULLS DESLYS BIOG 

Biopic on the late Gaby Deslys, 
once considered by Metro, is being 
mulled by other studios, according 
to Harry Pilcer, onetime dancing 
partner of the French singer and 
dancer. Pilcer, who is American 
albeit long domiciled in Paris, 'e- 
turned to the U. S. a week ago (16) 
after several months in France 
gathering further story material. 
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Profits 9% Under Record 1946 


Here’s the profits scorecard to date of the seven majors (United 
Artists excepted) fer the current fiscal year, It discloses a moderate 


dip of 9% over 1946’s record profits. 
Period Reported 


47 Total Compar.’46 Total 


n 

tcc wea’ lst 6 mo. $17,407,000 $21,792,600 

Warner Bros..seee 1st 9 mo. 19,134,000 14,749,000 
(ended 5/31/47) 

2ZOth-FOK..cerseoee Ist 6 mo. 8,401,778 11,449,449 

Metro. .cccveresscs 40 wks. 10,904,821 12,579,245 
(ended 6/5/47) 

RKO...-cvccecssee Ist 6 mo. 5,107,347 6,881,352 

Universal, ecsceseee 39 wks. 2,470,167 3,206,354 
(ended 8/2/47) 

Columbia........-year ended 6/30/47 3,707,000 3,450,000 





Balaban Sees Tight 





—————____—- 





Squeeze in 48 


With Rising Costs and Levelling B.0. 





Only if domestic boxoffice receipts + 


hold to their present levels and if 
“there’s luck in the quality of pic- 
tures released,” will Paramount (and 
by inference, other companies), 
squeeze out a profitable return from 
the production-distribution end of 
the biz in 1948. That’s the opinion 
of Barney Balaban, Par’s prexy. He 
added that current economy steps in 
production will have no substantial 
effect on operation costs until late 
in 1949 or the beginning of 1950. 

While stressing the uncertainties 
of current predictions on what will 
happen next year, Par’s prexy tabu- 
lated the following factors. 

1. The foreign situation (as illus- 
trated by Swedea’s clampdown last 
week on American pic imports), 
shows no signs of improving. On the 
contrary, it continues to deteriorate. 

2. Pictures released next year 
will be 33 1/3% costlier than those 
hitting the screen during the current 
stanza. That would be an absolute 
peak in the history of the industry. 

3. A 10% dip in Par’s theatre biz, 
previously forecast by Leonard 
Goldenson, company’s veepee_ in 
charge of theatres, doesn’t mean only 
a 10% drop in profits. Because ex- 
penses do not decline corresponding- 


(Continued on page 18) 


New Move to Ameliorate 
Skouras Chain’s Stymie 
On Getting Par Product 


Mediator to help him resolve the 
dispute which is keeping Paramount 
pictures out of the Skouras Theatres 
circuit in the New York area has 
been called in by George Skouras, 
prexy of the chain, it has been 
learned. Go-between is Edwin F. 
Zabel, head film buyer for National 
Theatres, who has been in New York 
from Los Angeles on the assignment 
for the past five or six weeks. 


National Theatres is a wholly- 
Owned subsid of 20th-Fox and has 
no connection with the Skouras 
chain, alfhough 20th toppers Spyros 
and Charles Skouras are said to be 
part owners of the circuit with their 
brother George. Zabel’s activities, 
therefore, are in the nature of a 
favor. 


Keeping Par product out of the 
Skouras web is said to be a clash 
between Charles Reagan, Par v.p. 
in charge of sales,e¢ and George 
Skouras. Zabel’s task is to work out 
a deal between them so that. the 
circuit can obtain the Par films, 
which it now needs because of the 
decreasing quantity of product 
available, 


FILM PREXIES HUDDLE 
THURS. AGAIN ON 757, 


Presidents of the member compa- 
nies of the Motion Picture Assn. are 
slated to meet in Washington tomor- 
row (Thursday) with Eric John- 
Ston, following the huddle of the 
MPA prez today with reps of the 
British Cinematographic Exhibitors 
Assn. 

Latter are Walter R. Fuller, sec- 
retary general, and B. T. Davis, 
president, who arrived over the 
weekend from London. They are to 
confab.on the British 75% ad va- 
lorem tax and are said to have the 


(Continued on page 22) 








Blimey! 
Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Scotland and the U.S.A. have 
one complaint in common, ac- 
cording to Sir Alexander King, 
Scottish circuit chief, currently 
in town to discuss the British 
film tax. 

When a Hollywood newsman 
complained that American audi- 
ences can’t understand‘the lingo 
of English actors he answered: 

“We have the same trouble in 
Scotland.” 


Distribs Kill 
Move to Reveal 


Their Earnings 


Move to break industry precedent 
by publicizing a breakdown of major 








company distribution nets for the 


year was vetoed at a recent Motion 
Picture Assn. meeting of company 


prexies, it’s been learned. The re- 
ports, submitted by seven prexies 
(all except United Artists), would 
have disclosed that some major dis- 
tributors are already operating in 
the red, at least on their distrib- 
operations, 

Strong sentimen{ was expressed by 
a number of toppers in favor of air- 
ing the current distribution score- 
cards as an answer to critics within 
and outside of the industry to pre- 
sent economy axings. Prexies vot- 
ing affirmatively also pressed the 
argument that disclosure of losses 
would help build pressure on State 
Dept. officials to move against over- 
seas restrictions on Yank pix. 

Number of companies, it’s 


(Continued on page 22) 


SHOW BIZ UP IN AUG., 
TAX FIGURES REVEAL 


Washington, Oct. 28. 

Despite beefs of bad boxoffice, 
August was a terrific month at the 
turnstiles, on the basis of tax figures 
just announced by the Internal Rev- 
enue Bureau. The September tax on 
general admission, reflecting almost 
entirely August boxoffice, was a tre- 
mendous $37,068,543, compared to the 
$32,732,527 for September, 1946, and 
the $29,309,491 in taxes received dur- 
ing August, 1947, Roughly 80% of 
these figures are estimated to come 
from pictures. 

Even nitery biz was hypoed in 
August. The 20% bite collected on 
tabs in September was $5,181,324, up 
more than $1,000,000 from the pre- 
vious month. There was, however, a 
drop of over $600,000 in nitery taxes 
from September, 1946, collections. 
Generally, this has been a year of 
sharp decline in nightclub takes. 

New York’s 3rd Internal Revenue 
District, which includes the Broad- 
way sector, was very big in August. 
The September tax take on admis- 
sions was a fat $5,547,112, roughly 
$2,500,000 over the preceding month. 
The nightclub bite of $568,141 on 
August biz stood better than twice 
the collections for the previous 


said, 








month, 


NET CLOSE 10 
LAT YEAR'S PEAK 


While film biggies are sighting 
down the barrel at darkening pix 
prospects, financial reports trickling 
from major companies still show a 
remarkable buoyancy in the profits 
column. In fiscal 1947, with all 
majors (except United Artists) now 
at least past the six-month mark, 
the net take has officially hit a total 
of $67,130,000. That’s less than 10% 
under the peak $74,106,000 snared by 
the majors for the comparative pe- 
riod last year, the highwater mark 
in the history of the industry. 

Total was reached last week when 
Universal reported $2,470,167 for the 
39 weeks ended Aug. 2 after all 
charges including federal income 
taxes. Figure compares with $3,206,- 
354 for the corresponding period of 
the preceding fiscal year. It’s some 
22% under U’s top take. 

Since the British situation 
expected to exact much of a toll for 
the balance of the year, industry 
circles are now forecasting a second 
year in which the seven majors will 
break across the magic $100,000,000 
mark. This is all the more probable 
because affiliated chains are still 
racking up scores which are only 
10% or so under lush business turned 
in during the big postwar stretch. 

No such prospects are open to the 
industry in ’48, both film toppers and 
informed Wall street sources are 
convinced. Overseas, it’s pointed out, 
country after country is fixing re- 
strictions on American films which 
are _ drastically dimming profit 
chances. 

Brightening the future, however, 
is the domestic setup. Theatre end of 
the Big Five’s biz has been turning 
in 50% and more of current profits. 


—and that’s unlikely with the pres- 
ent income levels of the public—the 
majors are expected to report sub- 
stantial profits. 


Feared Norsk Film 
Freeze Would Blackout 
U.S. From All Scandia 


A Scandinavian blackout on Amer- 
ican pix is falling fast. Sweden’s ac- 
tion of last week which froze remit- 
tances on Yank film imports is ex- 
pected momentarily in carbon by 
Norway, according to word received 
this week by foreign dept. chiefs of 
major. companies. That would com- 
pletely close the door in the Norse 
countries to American films since 
Denmark has also backed away. 

Norwegian government is current- 

(Continued on page 22) 
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‘Censorship of Fear’ 
Fears of many impatrial ob- 
servers of the effect the House 


Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee investigation will have 
on filmmaking were best ex- 


pressed by director John Huston 
in Washington Sunday (26) 
The committee’s activities, 
Huston said, had resulted in a 
“censorship of fear”—a fear that 
means “The Best Years of Our 
Lives” would not be produced in 
Hollywood today because some 
committee members have ex- 
pressed disapproval of it. 











Present Tie Is 
Unripe to Expand 
Brit. Prod—Rank 


London, Oct. 27. 

J. Arthur Rank has informed film 
employees that he considers the 
present time is unripe for any ex- 
pansion of British film production 
despite the fact that Hollywood may 
continue its export ban. His state- 
ment came as a blow to the Film 
Industry Employees Council which is 
seeking more work for the 25,000 
studio workers it represents. Coun- 
cil is now asking the head of the 
British Board of Trade for an inter- 
view on the subject. 

Representatives of the employees, 


| who met Rank and other producers, 


offered increased production to re- 
place lost American product. As a 
means of accomplishing greater 
quantity in filmmaking they sug- 
gested night work, charging that only 
three out of 12 studios are now fully 


| working. One reason why domestic 


production is nel@a hack, the em- 
ployee reps raaintaineo, is that some 
films are overly ambi?icus. 

On the other hand, preducers claim 
that the workers are not pulling 
their fair share of the load and in 
addition their unethical methods are 
interfering with production. 





LUCIANO—-FILM PRODUCER 
Naples, Oct. 28. 
Charles (Lucky) Luciano, de- 


ported New York mobster, is con- 
sidering turning film producer here, 
it’s reported. Luciano wants to take 
over a small studio with several 
stages plus lab equipment. 





Biz in key cities this week shapes 
up strong, with launching of ‘“For- 
ever Amber” (20th) actually giving 
competing houses an uplift in some 
spots. In others, however, this 
widely ballyhooed film is cutting 
into competing bills. Result is that 
business is badly split up among 
the strongest pictures, with “Amber” 
far out ahead in first place. 


Second spot is being captured by 
“Unconquered” (Par), as this pic is 
being gradually released at upped 
scale in an increasing number of 
cities each week. Third is “Song 
of Love” (M-G). Others in the Big 
Six are “Fun and Fancy Free” 
(RKO), “Walter Mitty” (RKO) and 
“Foxes of Harrow” (20th) in order 
named. After two weeks running in 
first slot, “Foxes” slipped down to 
sixth this session. 


Leading films in runner-up class 
are “Variety Girl” (Par), “It Had 
To Be You” (Col), “This Time For 
Keeps” (M-G), “Golden Earrings” 
(Par) and “Spirit of West Point” 
(FC). Last-named, while not play- 
ing in many big houses, is big to sock 
in many places where opened in the 
past week. 





“Mitty,” which hit a sock session 
in Detroit, also is doing well in 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Biz Spurts in Several Keys—‘Amber,’ ‘Unconquered,’ 
‘Song,’ ‘Fun,’ ‘Mitty,’ ‘Foxes’ Top Field 


Philadelphia and N. Y. “Fun” is 
standout in Boston and fancy in 
Cleveland. “Foxes” is dropping back 
this round because mainly holdover. 

“Had To Be,’ a newcomer, al- 
though mildish in Louisville, looks. 
steady in K. C., fancy in Indianapolis 
and big in St. Louis. Another new 
entry, “For Keeps,” shapes as stout. 

“Mons. Verdoux” (UA) looks 
sturdy in Chicago and nice on San 
Francisco second week. “Earrings” 


'is shaping up better currently than 
jin previous sessions. 


“Man About 
Town” (RKO), opening in a former 
legit house in N. Y., did. not start 
out too well. “Hagen Girl” (WB), 
which also teed off in N. Y. during 
the past week, likewise is moderate. 
However, both had to contend with 
terrific opposition from launching 
of “Amber” at the vast Roxy, where 
it hit a new all-time high of $180,000. 

“Ride Pink Horse” (U) is on mild 
side currently. “Nightmare Alley” 
(20th), while nice in Denver, looks 
moderate in St. Louis and offish 
in N..Y. “Christmas Eve” (UA), be- 
ing tested in Philadelphia this week, 
is going to land an okay $24,500, suf- 
fering there apparently from “Am- 
ber” competition. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports 
on Pages i2-13) 


‘Writers and Producers Continue Open 
Balk at Red Probers 


Quiz Tacti 
Washington, Oct. 28. 
Following identically the pattern 

of non-cooperation set by scripter 
John Howard Lawson at the House 
Un-American. Activities Cominittee 
hearings yesterday (Monday), three 
more screen writers, Dalton Trumbo, 
Albert Maltz and Alvah Bessie, were 
cited today (Tuesday) in contempt 
of Congress for refusing tc answer 
the question: “Are you, or were you 
ever, a member of the Communist 
Party.” According to present indi- 
cations, the full roster of 19. wit- 
nesses, subpoenaed to testify this 
week, are expected to follow the 
same tactic of not disclosing their 
political affiliations. 

Frome the film producers’ corner, 
Paul V. McNutt, special counsel for 
the Motion Picture Assn., entered a 
statement in the record today (Tues.) 
sharply. attacking allegations made 
by committee chairman Rep. J. Par- 
nell Thomas (R., N. J.) that the film 
industry had tried to interfere with 
the hearings. He said: “Yesterday 
afternoon, the organizations I repre- 
sented were accused of having tried 
to stifle this inquiry. This charge 
has been made against us without 
proof and on the basis of insinua- 
tion and innuendo, 

“This is a charge which does great 
damage. to our industry and seri- 
ously reflects on the personal in« 
tegrity and patriotism of individuals 
associated with it, We cannot stand 
by and allow these various charges 
to go unchallenged before the pub- 


(Continued on page 20) 


Tom Connors Would Like 
Cash Payoff From 20th 
Before Setting New Deal 


Tom Connors, 20th-Fox’s former 
sales chief, has asked that company 
for a cash settlement of his employe 
ment pact which still gives him 
$1,000 weekly for almost five years 
more. Paychecks still go’ to Connors 
for filling the role as an adviser. 

So far, it’s understood, he’s been 
unsuccessful in his quest for the 
lump payoff. Hence, he’s been 
stmyied in efforts to connect with 
another company since he can’t make 
a deal without risking forfeiture x 
the advisory salary. 

Agreement between Connors and 
20th-Fox would probably greenlight 
a deal with Film Classics, which has 
been discussed for some time. 
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Tactics of 41 ‘Warmongering’ Probe 


- And Now Put Pix Biz in Echpse in “47 





By HERB GOLDEN + 


Washington, Oct. 28. 

Comparison becomes inevitable, 
for those who attended the film 
“warmongering” probe in this same 
House caucus room in 1941, between 
the industry’s handling of that in- 
vestigation and its tactics in the 
eurrent whodunit. 

The contrast is immediately per- 
ceptible. Then the industry was con- 
fident of its strategy and immedi- 
ately took the offensive away from 
the investigators. So much so that 
the hearings soon were “postponed” 
and then forgotten about when, 
three months later, Pearl Harbor 
made the “warmongering” charge 
evidently silly. 

Last week the strategy appeared 
uncertain, although it seems to be 
clearing and strengthening now. 
Paul V. McNutt, special counsel for 
the Motion Picture Assn., took the 
stance that the Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee was acting illegally 
and. was a threat to freedom of 
speech and press. Previously, how- 
ever, Eric Johnston, Jack Warner 
and Louis B. Mayer had all stated 
that they favored the probe, that 
they “were as anxious as the com- 
mittee to get the Communists out 
of Hollywood.” 

Newsmen were quick to point out 
this inconsistency to McNutt when 
he first stated his opposition to the 
investigating body in an impromptu 
post-hearing press conference last 
week. McNutt had no ready answer 
and finally just resorted to his very 
personable smile. 

He later admitted privately that 
he was hamstrung as were Mayer 
and Warner, by the testimony given 
the committee in California by in- 
dustry toppers last spring. That 
was in private and, they thought, off 
the record. Much to their discomfi- 

(Continued on page 18) 











By FLORENCE LOWE 


Washington, Oct. 28. 

Tense press conference” by the 
First Amendment Committee FEDS | 
was lightened by Danny Kaye’: in-| 
troduction of himself. 

“Gene Kelly is a hoofer with a 
broken leg,” he said, “And I'm a 
comedian with no jokes today.” 

“How about a wisecrack?” a re- 
porter coaxed. 

“Not today,” was the reply. “I 
don’t feel funny now.” 

Hollywood stars vied with their 
fans for seats at Monday efternoon’s 
(27) session of the probe. Those of 
the First Amendment delegafion who 
returned for the afternoon festivi- 
ties did a lot of seat hopping to get 
elose enough to hear Eric Johnston's 
testimony. It was definitely “no 
special privilege day” for the stars. 

Generally conceded unkindest cul 
in afternoon of poisoned verbal darts 
was the parting crack by Rep. J. 
Parnell Thomas. Warning that he 
intended to keep on the investiga- 
tion, he added with a glance at the 
‘spectator pews, “No matter how 
many glamor girls you stack up in 
the rear of this room.” 

Eric Johnmster was in rare form. 
His snappy comebacks frequently 
tessed committee members for a 
five-yard less. He was quizzed by 
Rep. Richard B. Vail (R., M111.) abeut 
state censorship. Vail asked, “Isn't 
it true seripts yeur organization 
Passes are frequentiy rejected by 


“Yes, and frequently for ridiculeus 
reasons,” was the nifty from the 
MPA tepper. “In Memphis, for ex- 
ampie, one film was rejected for 
having a colored bey playing with 
white beys.” 

Vail hesitated and agreed, “Yes, 
that does seem a little ridiculous.” 

At another point, in one of the 


8-Man Steering Group 


Eight-man brain trusters who 
mapped industry strategy in the 
current investigation by the 
House Un-American Committee 
comprises the same members, 
with two additions, as laid out 
the plan of attack in the 1941 
probe of film “warmongering.” 

Members are J. Robert Rubin, 
Metro v.p. and general counsel; 
Joseph Hazen, former general 
counsel for Warner Bros., now 
an independent. producer; Her- 
bert Freston (and Files). v.p. and 
Coast counsel for Warner Bros.; 
Mendel Silberberg, Hollywood 
attorney; Maurice Benjamin, of 
Loeb and Loeb, Coast counsel 
for Metro; Austin Keough, v.p. 
and general counsel of Para- 
mount; Alfred Wright, attorney 
for 20th-Fox; and Nate Spingold, 
v.p. in charge of publicity-ad- 
vertising for Columbia. Spingold 
and Wright are new members 
of the group. 





Only ‘Red’ in Broadway 
Plays is That Found In 
Ledgers, Say Legiters 


Contention of Esquire’s film re- 
viewer, Jack Moffit, during the Con- 
gressional un-American inquiry last 
week, that 44 out of 100 plays on 
Broadway during 10 years (1936-46) 
were of a “Red” nature, met varied 
and humorous reaction in legit cir- 
cles. One comment was that a 
higher percentage of attractions 
ended in the red rather than having 
that color in their texts. 

N. Y. Evening Post sought Broad- 
way opinions but only Brock Pem- 
berton agreed that the statement 
was correct, in a measure. He was 
quoted saying that “party liners” or 
fellow travelers who are regarded as 
sympathetic to Communism figure 
on Broadway which is “shot through 
with such people, that group includ- 
ing authors, directors and actors.” 
Showman later said such allegations 
were hard to prove and conceded 
that the claimed Red bits in shows 
was implied rather than direct 
propaganda. Richard Rodgers said 
that Broadway “isn’t dominated by 
Communists or anyone else.” Gar- 
son Kanin said “there are more im- 
portant things to worry about in the 
world.” 


McNUTT WANTS THOMAS 
TO CALL SAM GOLDWYN 


Washington, Oct. 28. 

Paul V. McNutt, MPA attorney, 
yesterday (27) urged the House 
Un-American Activities Committee 
to call Samuel Goldwyn to the wit- 
ness stand. McNutt, who has been 
trying to get action on this since last 
Wednesday, did not make clear what 
he has in mind. However, it is prob- 
ably in connection with Goldwyn’s 
two pix, “North Star” and “Best 
Years of Our Lives,” which are on 
the committee list of films with 
Communist propaganda. 

“North Star” was the same type 
picture as “Mission to Mcacow” and 
“Song of Russia.” All tiaree have 
been named unfavorably by the com- 
mittee and some witnesses. “Best 
Years” has not yet gotten publicly 
into the sessions, but it is on the 
secret list. 


Revive ‘Ninotchka’ 


With the current spotlight on Rus- 
sian activities, Metro is taking ad- 
vantage of the times with the re- 

















few friendly exchanges of the day, | 
Thomas asked how many films 
Johnston saw a week and the latter 
replied, “One, maybe two movies a | 
week.” 

“Why I see more than thai,” re- 
marked Thomas. 

“I'm glad to hear that, Mr. Chair- 
man,” was Johnston’s comeback, 
“since you pay for yours. I don't.” 

For the first time in the hearings 
sex reared its head yesterday, as 
Eric Johnston reviewed provisions of 
the MPA censorship code. 

Ridden raw by committee counsel 
Robert Stripling, Johnston who was 
explaining the decency  ciause, 
quipped, “that’s about sex. You've 
heard of that, I presume.” 








issue of the 1939 Greta Garbo starrer 
“Ninotchka” which will open tomor- 
row (Thursday) at the Columbia 
theatre, Washington. This is the 
film which kids the Russians. 
They're billing it as “The Pic- 


| ture That Shook the Commissar.” 





CAROL BRANDT TO LONDON 

Metro eastern story editor Carol 
Brandt is scheduled to leave for 
London Saturday (1) for huddles 
with authors and publishers in 
Europe. 

She'll spend five or six weeks in 
England and on the Continent and 
will then head for the Coast to dis- 
cuss the outcome of her trip wrth 
M-G studio execs. 


Radios Big Coverage 


Radio networks are doing a job 
of coverage, both live and via wire 
recorder, on the Hollywood probe. 

Mutual is carrying a live pickup 
of the hearings at 10:30-11 a.m. on 
the days the committee is in session. 
ABC is airing interviews with 
committee members and witnesses 
on “Headline Edition” at 7 p.m. 
nightly. Wire-recorded playbacks: 

Mutual: 4:30-4:45 p.m. and 11-11:15 
p.m. every day of hearings. 

ABC: 11:35-12 midnight, Monday 
through Friday, except Thursday 
10:30-11 p.m. 

NBC: Some recorded playbacks on 
the 12 noon, 6 p.m. and 11:15 p.m. 
news periods. 

CBS: 11:15-11:45 or 11:30-12 mid- 
night on WCBS, N. Y.; 10:30-11 a.m. 
daily on WTOP, Washington; 11:30 
p.m. (PST) on the Columbia Pacific 
Net, via KNX, L.A. 


B’way and Hwood 
Hit Back at Probe 


New York and Hollywood pro- 
gressives, assertedly fearful that the 
House Un - American Activities’ 
probe is the beginning of a “fascist” 
attempt to set up “thought police” 
for all media of communications, 
rose up over the weekend to fight 


back. In a two-day program spon- 
sored by the Progressive Citizens of 
America, they presented talks by 
some of the i9 “unfriendly wit- 
nesses” at forums and press inter- 
views and brought all their guns te 
bear in a mass rally staged Satur- 
day (25) night at St. Nicholas Arena, 
N. Y. 

More than 6,000 people jampacked 
their way into the arena and 3,000 
more were disappointed at the door 
—and at $1.80 tops. Number of well- 
dressed people and those who pulled 
up to the door in limousines evi- 
denced that it was more than just a 
left-wing group or those that had 
been brought out by the promise of 
seeing Hollywood stars in person. 
With Bartley Crum reported ill in 
Washington, actor Larry Parks read 
his prepared speech titled “Behind 
the Glamor Curtain.” Crum as- 
serted that “Hiiler’s slickest tricks 
are being unveiled in Washington to 
pull this country down the road to 
fascism.” Speech noted a number 
of “coincidences” leading Crum to 
believe the probe has other over- 
tones. 

Lillian Hellman derided Adolph 
Menjou, Gary Cooper and other wit- 
nesses, declaring she couldn't figure 
out why the film industry had been 
chosen as the butt of a smear cam- 
paign. “There’s never been a single 
word of Communism in any Ameri- 
can picture,” she averred. “In fact 


(Continued on page 18) 


Broadway Legiters Form 
‘Stop Censorship’ Body 


The Stop Censorship Committee 
of Broadway, formed impromptu by 
Broadway legiters Sunday (26) 
night to support the 19 Un-American 
Committee subpoenaed Coast names, 
has set a meeting of theatre people 
at the International theatre, N. Y., 
tomorrow (Thurs.) at 11:15 p.m., to 
discuss the situation. 

John Garfield will speak, and Sun- 
day’s (26) ABC protest program will 
be rebroadcast. Sponsors of com- 
mittee include Garson Kanin, Oscar 
Serlin, Louis Calhern, William L. 
Shirer, Edith Atwater, Uta Hagen, 
Robert P. Heller, Goodman Ace, 
Jerome Chodorov, Harold J, Rome, 
Martin Gabel and Irwin Shaw, 














Cole, Stewart at M-G 


Two writers whose names have 
figured prominently in the cur- 
rent Washington hearings on 
Communism have recently been 
pacted by Metro. 

Lester Cole had his option 
lifted by the studio the same 
day he was subpoenaed by the 
Un-American Committee. Don- 
ald Ogden Stewart, only about a 
month ago, was placed under 
contract to do the screenplay 
of the London hit legiter, “Ed- 
ward, My Son” and is now in 
England for the studio, gander- 
ing the original. 

Incidentally, Cole was one of 
the writers of “The High Wall,” 
forthcoming Robert Taylor pic- 
ture, although the actor testified 
last week that he wouldn't work 
on a film with anyone suspected 
of Communistic tendencies. 








Lawson's Statement ‘Silenced’ — 


Washington, Oct. 28. 


: Here's the statement that John Howard Lawson was not permited to 
make before the House Un-American Committee, He gave copies io 


reporters iater. It read: 


“Rational people don’t argue with dirt. I feel like a man who has 
had truckloads of filth heaped upon him; I am now asked to struggle 
to my feet and talk while more truckloads pour more filth around my 


head. 


“No, you don’t argue with dirt. But you try to find out where it 
comes from. And to stop the evil deluge before it buries Jou-end 


others. The immediate source is obvious. Let these people 


ive with 


their consciences, with the knowledge that they have violated thei; 


country’s most sacred principles. 


“These individuals are not important. 


As an individual, I am not 


important. The obvious fact that the committee is trying to destroy 
me personally and professionally, to deprive me of my livelihood and 
what is far dearer to me—my honor as an American—gains significance 
only because it opens the way to similar destruction of any citizen 
whom the committee selects for annihilation. 

“I am not going to touch on the gross violation of the Constitution 
of the United States, and specially of its First and Fifth amendments. 


that is taking place here. 
no elaboration. 


The proof is so overwhelming that it need 
The un-American activities committee stands con. 


victed in the court of public opinion. 
“I am not suggesting that J. Parneli Thomas aspires to be the man 


on horseback. 


He is a petty politician, serving more powerful forces. 


Those forces are trying to introduce Fascism in this country. They 
know that the only way to trick the American people into abandoning 
their rights and liberties is to manufacture an imaginary danger, to 
frighten the people into accepting repressive laws which are supposed- 


ly for their protection.” 








Weird Samples of How Italo and Yugo 
Commies Name-Drop US. Stars Abroad 


Washington, Oct. 28. 
Tremendous significance in interna- 
tional affairs of Hollywood pictures 
and players was demonstrated be- 


fore the House Un-American Com- 
mittee hére last week—as it was 
during the war—by the propaganda 
built around the stars for local con- 
sumption in foreign countries. 

Japs, during the hostilities, re- 
ported to the homefolk at various 
times the names of stars allegedly 
killed in Nip attacks, including 
Deanna Durbin and Shirley Temple. 
There was apparently an idea among 
the propagandists that death of these 
players was a tremendous blow to 
the morale of the U. S. 

And the Communists of Italy and 
Yugoslavia at present apparently are 
thinking that they can get some of 
their own uninitiated countrymen to 
go along with “the cause” by saying: 
“See, even your hero, Gary Cooper, 
is one of us.” 

Two fantastic propaganda stories 
issued by the Commies and provided 
to the Un-American Committee by 
the State Dept. were read into the 
record last week. Cooper himself 
was called upon by the Committee 
to read aloud one in which he fig- 
ured. A pamphiet distributed in 
Rome, it said, in part: 

“Gary Cooper, who took part in 
the fights for thé independence of 
Spain, held a speech before a crowd 
of 90,000 in Philadeiphia on the oc- 
casion of the consecration of the 
banner of the Philadelphia Com- 
munist Federation. Between other 
things, he said: ‘It is the greatest 
honor to be a Communist.’ 

“Tyrone Power is a member of the 
‘angels’ sections of the American 
Communist Party. Tyrone Power is 
not a passive, but an active member. 
He presided in February of this year 
at the Communist Congress in Kan- 
sas City. He gave a press interview 
at which he said: ‘I am a Com- 
munist deeply convinced of the 
righteousness of my ideals.’” 

In answer to a Committee query, 
Cooper said he had never been in 
Philadelphia. He added: “The 90,000 
audience is a little hard to disre- 
gard, but it isn’t true.” 

Zagreb’s Dream Yarn 

A Zagreb, Yugoslavia, newspaper, 
The People’s Letter, carried even 
more of a yak-getter July 19, 1947. It 
said: . 

“In the middle of June, in Holly- 
wood, Gary Cooper, Tyrone Power 
and Alan Ladd were imprisoned be- 
cause they were marked as “leftists’ 
and denounced un-American. But 
before that happened, something 
else was going on about which the 
American newspaper agencies did 
not speak. 

“Buster Crabbe lost his life in a 
mysterious way. The background of 
this tragic and mysterious death 
was set forth by the New York 
newspaper, Red Star. From the ar- 
ticles of Immy Stendath we can see 
that Crabbe was very popular. He 
organized a movement in the Army 
to protest against the investigation 
of un-Americans activities against 
Cooper, Chaplin and other film stars. 

“The beginning of Crabbe’s trag- 
edy was when he found valuable 
documents, through whieh he could 
give light and prove the criminal 





and aggressive plans of reactionary 
circles in America. 

“On May 31, Crabbe came to the 
apartment of the well-known film 
actor, Spencer Tracy, also well. 
known as a ‘leftist,’ and they had a 

(Continued on page 18) 





L. A. to N. Y. 


June Allyson 
Robert Attwool 
B. H. Bender 
Edgar Bergen 
Joseph Bernard 
Harry Brand 
Steve Broidy 
Clarence Brown 
Nat Brown 
George Callahan 
Alan Carney 
Joan Crawford 
Roy Del Ruth 
Jack Donohue 
Irene Dunne 
Earl Ebi 
Charles Finfeld 
Mark Evans 
Mike Fessier 
Larry Finley 
Arlene Francis 
Greer Garson 
Edward Golden 
Benny Goodman 
Anita Gordon 
Bob Haas 

Van Heflin 
George Hill 
Robert Joseph 
Joe Kaufman 
Charles Laughton 
Cliff Lewis 
Gene Lockhart 
Joseph Losey 
David Loew 
Archie Mayo 
Harold Mirisch 
Constance Moore 
Ray Noble 

Pat Patrick 
Jane Powell 

Hal Roach 

Ann Rosenthal 
Robert M. Savini 
John Swope 

Bob Taplinger 
Ted Tetzlaff 
Regis Toomey 
Lana Turner 
Frederic Wiiman, Jr. 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Ben Berk 
Norman Collins 
Stephen Fry 
Cesar Girosi 
Marcello Girosi 
Jack Kapp 
Milton. Karsny 
Henry Koster 
E. J. Mannix 
Alan Meltzer 
Gottfried Reinhardt 


Europe to N. Y. 

Leo Cctonatas 

Harry Foster 

Stelia Grecca 

Joan Leslie 

Lilli Palmer 

Emeric Pressburger 

Henry Stephenson 


N. Y. to Europe 
Carol Brandt. 
Arthur Christiansen 
Morris Ernst 
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Indiscriminate Red Brand on Films Ip | 7, (VER 
Goads MPA Into [ ight on D.C. Probers 


Washington, Oct. 


The Motion Picture Assn., Sart 
10 days ago was “welcoming” the 
probe of Communism in Holly wood, 
was out of its corner swinging with 
both fists this week against the 
House Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee. 

The sharp reversal of the indus- 
try stand in a single week points 
up what was obviously the House 
Committee’s biggest blunder of last 
week. The committee had an op- 
portunity to hammer away at the 
small Red fraction in pictures. In- 
stead, hungry for headlines, it chose 
to permit the impression that a 
very large part of the industry was 
wrapped in a red flag. The result 
was a nationwide impression that 
much was wrong with Hollywood— 
an impression that smeared the in- 
dustry from Maine to California 
and may conceivably cause a loss of 
millions of dollars at the boxoffice 
in coming months. 

Almost as a reflex action the 
Committee alienated the most sub- 
stantial film interests. 

It was well known in advance 
that the very large part of the in- 
dustry, including compan® and stu- 
dio toppers, was anti-Communist 
On the opening day, Louis B. Mayer 
declared in a statement that he 
“welcomed the opportunity to be of 
any service possible to bring out 
the true facts.” Jack L. Warner an- 
nounced he was “happy to speak 
openly and honestly in an inquiry 
which has for its purpose the re- 
affirmation of American ideals and 
democratic processes.” 

But before that first day had 
ended, Mayer and Warner had been 
riddled because they failed to re- 
alize in 1942 that a film friendly 


(Continued on page 20) 





Rialto, Top Broadway 
Horror Showcase, May 
Switch to Class Lingos 


The Rialto, New York's last bas- 
tion of commercialized horror in 
celluloid, may refurbish its policy. 
Arthur Mayer, Rialto’s operator, is 
currently pondering a switch to for- 
eign-lingo pix in place of the goose- 
fiesh fare which it’s dished out for 
years. If the change is made the 
house will vie for the spot as top 
first-run showcase for a substantial 
part of the overseas imports now 
rushing the customs. 

Mayer is now considering a tempt- 
ing offer to preem a heavy entry in 
the foreign field, it’s understood. 
He's been stretching out the deci- 
sion-date because acceptance of that 
pic would necessitate a complete 
52-week diet of foreign pix since he 
doesn’t think the house can be suc- 
cessfully operated on a part-horror, 
part-arty basis. 

If the conversion is effected, 
Rialto will probably book a move- 
over the “Open City.” Italian-made 
Sensational grosser in its second year 
at the World. He may also take on 
“Paisa,” another Italo-import han- 
sled by the Burstyn-Mayer distri- 
buting company. He’d like to latch 
onto foreign pix which are steeped 
in a reminiscent flavor of action and 
Sex so that the drop-ins continue to 
haunt his theatre. 

Mayer, who champs at the word 
“esoteric,” is considering becoming 
that and more because the sock box- 
offiee (for him), thrillers Universal 
and Columbia used to pour out went 
the way of most B’s. Hence. his 
house has suffered a dip in revenues 
with its forced evolution to watered- 
down actioners. 


Axe Poised at RKO 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Wave of retrenchment continues 
at RKO, where Dore Schary is un- 
derstood to be sharpening the axe 
for a number of high-salaried ex- 
ecutives. Studio payroll is carrying 
24 ‘producers with only 11 produc- 
tions on the immediate schedule. 

Nat Holt recently shifted to 20th- 
Fox on a three-picture deal, starting 
with “Canadian Pacific.” 











Glamor Strikes Back 


Washington, Oct. 28. 

Goaded by Rep. J. Parnell 
Thomas’ cracks about the “glam- 
or girls” sitting in the audi- 
ence, Hollywood contingent of 
the Committee For the First 
Amendment has decided to stick 
it out in Washington instead of 
heading back to the Coast to- 
morrow (Wednesday) as. origi- 
nally planned. 

Group arrived at the hearing 
ro6om at 9:30-a.m. today (Tues- 
day), one hour before opening 
.in order to get seats. Although 
maintaining perfect order, 
they’re the obvious attraction of 
the milling crowds who don't 
bother to attend unless some 
stars are in attendance. Lauren 
Bacall and Humphrey Bogart 
are acting as spokesmen in the 
committee’s relations with the 
press. 


See Byrnes Hand 








In Move to Settle 


U.S. Versus ‘Big 5 


The Big Five are renewing efforts 
to settle the Government anti-trust 
action on the basis of a new consent 
decree, it’s reported. Hush-hush 
dickerings are being carried on in 
behalf of the theatre-owning com- 
panies by James F. Byrnes, attorney 
for 20th-Fox in the pivotal action. 
That’s one of the reasons why argu- 
ment of the appeal before the U. S 
Supreme Court was postponed last 
week until January, it’s said. 

Understood that Byrnes is nibbling 
at Dept. of Justice attorneys with a 
proposition which would continue 
the current decree, handed down 
early this year by the three-judge 
statutory court. It would be done 
by both sides dropping their cross- 
appeals. The Little Three aren't 
participating in the negotiations and 
would be presumably left to wage 
their own fight or come in under the 
terms of a consent decree. 

The move, it’s said, is being 
fronted, by 20th and is consistent 
with that company’s policy from the 
beginning. During pre-appeal hud- 
dies, attorneys for the company 
strongly opposed filing of any ap- 
peal by the majors. It subsequently 
was the only distrib to battle against 
a stay of the decree pending hear- 
ings before the U. S. Supreme Court. 

Postponement of argument of the 
appeal was granted on request of 
the Big Five but with the express 
approval of the Government. 





Morris Agency’s Weber 
Denies Moffit Charge 


John Weber, head of the William 
Morris literary dept. on the Coast, 
in an affidavit forwarded to the Un- 
American Committee, issued a 


categorical denial of the charges 
made against him by John Charles 
Moffit, former Esquire film critic, 
that he had succeeded in getting 
secret information on _ supersonic 
craft from Chalmers “Slick” Good- 
lin, former test pilot for Bell Air- 
craft. 


In his affidavit, forwarded this 
week by William Morris, Jr., presi- 
dent of the agency, to Sen. Thomas 
with the request that it be inserted 
in the record, Weber declared that 
Goodlin “did not in any of my 
conversations with him ever give 
me any written material, nor did 
he orally discuss in any detail his 
material. or his experiences as a 
test pilot. I understand that Mr. 
Goodlin did submit to my associ- 


'ates certain written material which 


he had prepared with the knowl- 
edge of the Army Air Forces and 
Bell Aircraft Corp., and this mate- 
rial, never read by me and which 
(Continued on page 18) 


PREVIOUS AV Gt. 


have accounted for an average 86% 
of the total domestic gross of films, 
may be losing part of their im- 
portance to subsequent run houses 
and to smaller towns. 

Several films that fell compara- 
tively flat in first run engagements 
during the last year have gone on 
to become top grossers once they’ve 
reached the sticks. Majors, while 
not certain yet that this presages a 
new industry trend, feel that it’s 
definitely a situation te be reckoned 
with in the immediate future. Top- 
ping the list of such “surprise” pic- 
tures is Metro’s “Yearling.” 

Film opened last winter at Radio 
City Music Hall, N. Y., to a disap- 
pointing five-week gross, doing less 
than the usual Metro film that plays 
there. It also disappointed in most 
other key cities, with Chicago and 
Oklahoma City among the few keys 
in which it showed any strength. 
Once “Yearling” got into the smaller 
towns, however, it perked up tre- 
mendously, with most situations do- 
ing anywhere from 115-190% of 
average business for a film that 
grossed enough to pay Metro 40% 
on a sliding scale. Film may even- 
tually, in fact, become Metro’s No. 2 
grosser, running second only to 
“Gone With the Wind.” 

“Till the Clouds Roll By” per- 
ormed similarly for Metro at the 
boxoffice. Twentieth-Fox’s “Mother 

(Continued on page 18) 
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‘Metro ‘Casts’ Writers, 


Fitting Each Man to Job, 
In Cost-Saving Measure 


In its current efforts to cut pro- 


greater attention to “casting” writ- 
ters, according to story editor 
been east for the past month inter- 
been east for the past minth inter- 
viewing many young scriveners for 
prospective assignments at the stu- 
dio and talking with authors and 
publishers, 

“No longer do we toss a book or 
story idea to a writer who we*think 
might’ be able to do the job,” Mac- 
Kenna explained. “We wait now 
until exactly the. right writer is 
available, one who we know can 
turn out a screenplay with the min- 
imum time wasted in rewriting and 
polishing.” 

Formery, Metro story ed said, a 
writer would often be handed an 
assignment merely because he was 
on the payroll anyway and not do- 
ing anything at the moment and 
despite the fact that it was fairly 
certain other writers would eventu- 
ally have to be put on the job, too. 
Present policy frequently means 
more waiting time before a script 
can be put into work, but a lot less 
writing time after work has started, 
MacKenna said. 

“One thing we're very particular 
about now in ‘casting’ writers,” he 
added, “is that the person assigned 
really wants to do that particular 

(Continued on page 22) 


Despite Justice Dept. 0.0., 
See Naify Deal Okayed 


Washington, Oct. 28. 

Dept. of Justice is continuing its 
investigation of the source of coin 
with which Mike Naify is buying 
out the interest of his partners in 
the Golden State circuit in Cali- 
fornia, although the deal is expected 
to be consummated in San Fran- 
cisco tomcrrow (Wednesday). Anti- 
trusters’ probe is understood to have 
broadened somewhat to take in 
stock ownership of United Artists 
Theatre Circuit, N. Y. 

Naify holds an option to take 
over the 116-theatre circuit from 
Eugene Emmick and Robert Mc- 
Neill for about $12,600,000. Julian 
Levi, attorney for Robert Lippert 
j}and Miiton Reynoids. who ciaimed 
their offer to buy the circuit was 
refused, claimed to Justice Dept. 
| that coin was put up by George 
Skouras and Joseph M. Schenck, 
‘acting for UATC. 








Key city first runs, which to date | 


duction costs, Metro is giving much | 





‘Legion's C Rating 


on Amber’ Makes 


It Tough to Recoup That $6,000,000 





‘Amber’ Very in the Black 


“Forever Amber,” being 
launched nationwide at upped 
scale this week, is soaring to 


slightly better than $700,000 in 
key cities covered by Varuiery. 
This represents 17 theatres, and 
is by far the greatest amount of 


money racked up by one pic- 
ture first week since Variery 
has been tabulating grosses 
across the country. 

Picture is topping K.C., Louis- 
ville, Pittsburgh, Minneapolis, 
Detroit, Cincinnati, Cleveland, 


Buffalo, Philadelphia, N. Y. and 
Baltimore. It is hitting new 
highs in Louisville, K.C., Chi., 
Cincy, Philly, N. Y. and Balti- 
more. Film ranges from big to 
colossal in all spots covered. 


Stall Par Execs 
Bonus Plan Until 
Test Suits Tria 


Paramount's new bonus plan for 
key execs is being tabled pending 
judicial determination of a number 
of stockholders’ actions which were 
brought to restrain the company 
from putting through the plan, Bar- 
ney Balaban, Par’s prexy, said last 
week. The proposal, recommended 
by company’s top-drawer -officials 
and approved at this year’s annual 
stockholders’ meet, had called for 
the formation of a separate invest- 
| ment company to deal in Paramount 
| stock only, with the parent organi- 
zation guaranteeing loans made by 
banks to the new outfit. 

While no injunction preliminary 
to trial had been granted against 
Par, bringing of the actions has 
put the company on notice by the 
raising of a question on the legality 
of the move, Balaban said. To avoid 
the possibility of liability, should 
the complaining stockholders be up- 
held, he added, decision was madé 
to wait out a ruling on the litigation. 

Stock of the new outfit was to be 
made available to some 45 key com- 
pany employees. -Par intended to 
foot part of the costs of the stock 
while the selected execs were to 
divide, on a per-share basis, any 
profits derived from the sale or 
dividends of Paramount common 
stock held by the investment com- 
pany. 


Mono To Vote Nov. 12 On 
AA-British Pathe Prod. 


Board meeting of Monogram Pic- 
tures is scheduled to be held in 
Hollywood Nov. 12 to consider a 
joint filmmaking arrangement be- 














tween Mono-Allied Artists and 
Pathe Pictures, Ltd., of Britain. 
Plan for the companies to set up 


mutually owned producing subsids 
in the U. S. and England was re- 
cently outlined by Mono-AA prexy 
Steve Broidy. It’s understood that 
the official green light will be af- 
fixed to the project. 

Meanwhile, Broidy is in Washing- 
ton, where he arrived from the 
Coast over the weekend for hud- 
dles with MPA prez Eric Johnston. 
Mono veepee Harold Mirisch also 
came in to New York yesterday 
(Tuesday) to work out sales and 
exploitation plans on AA’s “Song of 
My Heart.” He'll also attend the 
preem of the King Bros.’ “The 
Gangster,’ which opens at the Vic- 
toria, N. Y., tomorrow (Thursday). 


Orsatti Building 
Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
Orsatti & Co., the talent agency, is 
building new headquarters on Bev- 
erly Drive to accommodate increased 
activities and new departments. 
New building will be equipped 
with a private theatre, music library, 
enlarged literary department and 
parking lot. 








# Condemnation of “Forever Amber” 


| by the Legion of Decency and the 
|hierarchy of the Catholic Church 
puts in serious jeopafdy 20th-Fox’s 
$6,000,000 investment in the film. 
Few pictures—much less one of the 
costliest ever made—have been able 
to show a profit with the efficient or- 
| ganization of the Church lined up 
| against them. 

In “Amber's” favor for earning 
back part of its cost is the fact that 
Fox had already set some 3,000 en- 
gagements. However, cancellations 
of many of these may be expected 
when the Legion machinery gets 
rolling. And 20th’s sales force will 
undoubtedly have to do plenty of 
scratching to get many more, if 
“Amber’s” experience is similar to 
that of other pix handed the deadly 
“C” rating by the L. of D. 

Howard Hughes’ film, 
law,” is a prime example. No exhib 
in the country, probably, holds any 
doubt about the tremendous biz it 
could amass for him. Last week, its 
seventh in New York, it was still do- 
ing $22,000 at the Broadway, after 
virtually every other pic in the 
house during the past six months 
flopped. It’s equally sock at the b.o. 
| wherever it opens. Yet it’s dying 
is malnutrition for lack of playdates. 
In more than 18 months of release, it 
has had fewer than 3,000 dates. 

J. Arthur Rank’s “Black Nar- 
cissus” is a more recent example. 
It got excellent reviews when it 
opened at the Fulton on Broadway 
during the summer and it enjoyed 
a highly successful engagement. Yet 
it’s getting practically no other dates. 

Priests and prominent Catholic 
laymen in each territory get word 
through official organs of the Church 
when a film is nixed. They im- 
mediately contact local theatre own- 
ers and inform them of the Catholic 
stance. In most cases, there’s a 
friendly relationship of long stand- 
ing between the exhib and local 
church reps. It’s a relationship that 
few theatremen are willing to jeop- 

(Continued on page 18) , 


CR’s 300,000 Days Of 
Checking in 1947 Ys. 
300,000 Tabbed in ’46 


Decrease in checking of theatre 
engagements by distribs this year 
is highly evident in figures on ac- 
tivity of Confidential Reports. Co-op 
agency maintained by 11 companies 
will have provided slightly over 300,- 


“The Out- 








as against almost 500,000 last year, 
it has been learned. 

Since the cost of checking is cur- 
rently $10.83 a day, distribs will 
spend only about $3,400,000 with 
Confidential this year, as against 
about $5,000,000 in 1946. These fig- 
ures include checking service for 
all the majors except Metro, which 
does its own Sherlocking, and for 
virtually all the minors. 

Confidential bills its member-com- 
panies for the actual $6.60 per day 
it pays its operatives in the field, 
plus an overhead charge adjusted 
quarterly. Present overhead nick is 
$4.23 per checking day. It has been 
as high as $4.66. 

Checking agency was started in 
1945 with five original members, 
20th - Fox, Universal, Paramount, 
RKO and Columbia, each advancing 
coin. Fox, for instance, advanced 
$57,510 in 1945 and followed this 
with an advance of $149,424 on Jan. 
15, 1946, for service to be rendered 
during that year. It also loaned 
Confidential $21,922, at 2% interest, 
payable January, 1950, for office 
equipment, supplies, etc. 


Frisco Trust Suit Vs. UA 


San Francisco, Oct. 28. 

Edward C. Raftery, former United 
Artists prexy, is repping here for 
the eight majors in the $1,540,000 
triple damage anti-trust suit brought 
against them by Theatco. Inc.. Raf- 
tery pulled into Frisco last week and 
is currently conducting depositions 
in preparation of trial. 

He'll remain several weeks and 
will take an active part in the trial 
of the action in behalf of the distribs, 











000 days of checking service for 1947 | 
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CSU Strike Nears Fadeout as Studio 
Painters Local Votes Return to Work 


% 





Hollywood, Oct. 28. + 


Curtains for the long-drawn juri.- 
dictional battle here was indicated 
when members of Studio Painters 
Local 644 voted in favor of a return 
to work without penalty this morn- 
ing (28). Actual count on a stand- 
ing vote was 261 to 243. Same prop- 
osition will be put to the Carpenters, 
Set Designers and Machinists this 
week and if acceptable to them will 
mean the folding of the bitter fight 
with the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees over set 
erection jurisdiction. 

As it is, the vote takes away one 
of the major props that held 
Conference of Studio Unions 
gether for the last 13 months. It 
paves the way for reopening collec- 


the | 


Pitch for 10% Tax Cut 


Washington, Oct. 28. 


Ted Gamble, prez of Theatre 
Owners ef America, and Robert 
Coyne, exec sec’y, huddled today 


with Treasury Dept. officials and 
presented their pitch for a reduc- 
tion in Federal admissions taxes. 
Gamble is out to restore the bite 
to 10%, rates in effect in pre-war 
| days. 

| Gamble also attended a 
|}ence of . business men at 





confer- 
which 


Secretary of State George Marshall | 
| outlined the European aid problem. 
to- | 





Rene Clair Cautions 


tive bargaining negotiations broken | 


off last May: when this local rejected 
the possibility of passing through 
picket lines of other crafts. 

Vote does not mean mass return 
to jobs. - Action is in form of a 
recommendation that, due to an 
economic crisis caused by the long 
struggle, members be permitted to 
seek jobs anywhere without preju- 
dice to their local standing, without 
fear of fine assessment. Same 
recommendation was voted down by 
non-AFL machinists last week but 
may be brought up again this Thurs- 


or 


day. 
Job return is expected to be 
gradual as spots open in studios. 


Indicated at a meeting that every 
effort will be :aade to lessen heavy 
fines placed on “boss” painters when 
they returned to work some time 
ago. This would assure those re- 
turning to work now of proper 
treatment from foremen. 

Herbert Sorrell, CSU head, told 
members he expects to get part- 
time work outside or the studios 
while continuing as union official. 

Paving way for the painters’ ac- 
tion were sidestepping of jurisdic- 
tienal problem by AFL convention 
and lack of results from meetings 
held by Rep. Carroll Kearns. 


CHI SHOWMEN USING 





PIX TO FIGHT NEW TAX 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 

Operators of pic and legit houses 
here are eying apprehensively a new 
4% amusement tax that went into 
efféct yesterday (Mon.) in Bloom- 
ington, Ill. City tax is first in 
Illinois, and theatre men here, bat- 
tling a proposed 3% levy, are pre- 
paring trailers to show in various 
other communities ‘contemplating 
similar action. 

Chicago theatres are currently 
showing shorts, featuring Ray Mil- 
land, opposing the tax, Over 110,- 
000 names have been signed to anti- 
tax petitions to be sent to aldermen. 


Sam Gardner’s Month 





Against Overdoing 
Bi-Lingual Technique 


Despite laurels generally handed 
him for developing a new technique 
which may broaden the field for 
foreign-language pix, Rene Clair, 
producer - director - writer of “Man 
About Town,” the Maurice Chevalier 
starrer, thinks his all-French pic 
(“Silence D’Or”) is better than the 
hybrid English - French version 
which preemed last week at the 
Bijou (N. Y.). “I doubt whether the 


|} second version would have won the 


Brussels Film Festival prize which 
‘Silence D’Or’ captured,” the French 
triple-threat man said. 

“If we wanted to show the critics 
the most artistic one, we would have 
shown the original,” Clair added, ig- 
noring the fave reviews which New 
York critics accorded the RKO re- 
lease. “We made the second for 
those who don’t like to read sub- 
titles.” (Second version, reviewed 
in the Oct. 22 issue of Variety, gets 
the action across by inserting clips 
of Chevalier explaining the story 
in English.) 

Whether RKO will use the tech- 
nique again on other foreign-lingo 
pix will depend on the b.o. per- 
formance of “Man” at ordinary nabe 
houses, Clair said. He warns against 
the temptation of following the new 
| pattern too frequently, even if suc- 
cessful, because he has no doubts 
that the public would tire of it 
quickly. 

Clair disclosed that RKO will also 
release the all-French version in the 
U. S. simultaneously with the two- 
language pic. Former, of course, will 
play only art houses while the lat- 
ter is booked in regular circuits. 

“It's rather unfortunate that the 
first trial of this new method was 
such a severe test,” Clair said. 
“Actually, this film depends more on 
‘dialog than action. The method 
should be more effective with an 
action film that thas no subtleties of 
language. We’ve made some errors, 
but now we'll know how to do it 
even better.” 

“Production costs in France are 
now 12 times what they were in pre- 





In N.Y. for M-G Huddle 


Samuel J. Gardner, field assistant 
to Metro’s west coast sales manager 
George A. Hickey, has been selected 
as the fifth M-G sales exec to spend 
a month at the homeoffice under the 
rotating plan recently announced. by 
veepee Over sales William F. Rodgers. 
Gardner is pinchhitting .for Hickey, 
detained by business in Los Angeles. 

Whiie in New York, Gardner will 
sit in on sales cabinet huddles. Metro 
midwestern sales manager Burtus 
Bishop, Jr., left Friday (24) for his 
Chicago headquarters after five 
weeks at the h.o. under the plan. 





Adult Fan Clubs Urged 
By Emily Kimbrough 


Minneapolis, Oct. 28. 

Speaking before the Minneapolis 
and St. Paul divisions of the Min- 
nesota Education Assn., Emily Kim- 
brough, author and Hollywood 
scripter, urged school teachers to 
write letters to Hollywood express- 
ing their views on current pictures 
and to create adult fan clubs in an 
effort to improve screen standards. 

“Bobby soxers and juvenile fan 
clubs write letters by the thousands,” 
Miss Kimbrough pointed out. “Holly- 
wood is in business to produce a 
product that will sell, just like re- 
frigerators or automobiles. And 
what it produces depends on the 
public. The trouble is that thinking 
peopie don’t write the studios about 


war days,” Clair asserted. Skyrock- 
eting nut for pix has taken its toll so 
that while French producers made 
| between 50-60 films last year, much 
less are being turned out currently. 
“Silence” cost 100,000,000 francs 
(about $800,000), Clair said. 
Producer returns to the Coast the 
end of this week. He has another 
film to do for RKO under his two. 
pic commitment. Meanwhile, he 
said. Chevalier, who’s just arrived 
in the U. S., will precede preems of 
his pic in a number of key cities by 
concert appearances in those towns. 


Thesps’ Air Chores Nip 
Pic Shooting Schedules 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Film thesps with radio chores are 
causing much juggling of shooting 
| Schedules on three of the four pic- 
| tures currently at work at Univer- 
' sal-International. 

_Actors doubling between film and 
| air shows are Vincent Price and 
| Dick Haymes in “Up in Central 

Park”, Tony Martin in “Casbah”: 








| Howard Duff in “All My Sons” and | 


‘Lew Parker in “Are You With It?” 


Senja Skates Back 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Sonja Henie will return to the 
| Screen as star in a picture to be pro- 
| duced in Cinecolor by Hunt Strom- 
| berg for Eagle Lion release. Strom- 
| berg is currently in New York to 
' close the deal with EL. 
| Dennis O'Keefe will play the male 





their movies, while foolish reople| lead in the film, based on a yarn 


do by the thousands .. .” 
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IMPC Renames Parham 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Independent Motion Picture Con- 
troliers elected Thomas W. Parham 
president for the third successive 
term. 

Other winning candidates were 
Mike Simon, veepee and treasurer, 
and Henrietta Tepe, Earl Beaman 
and Art Campfield, directors. 


UA Gomg Ahead 
With British Prod. 
United Artists may pe able to go 

| ahead with its plans for production 








| the next two years, despite new 
| British financial restrictions, Arthur 
W. Kelly, exec v. p., said last week. 
Kelly stated he did not think the 
plan UA was formulating came un- 
der the new rules, and he is hoping 
that it gets British Treasury ap- 
proval. 

It will take about 30 days to get 
the project in shape for presenta- 
tion to the Treasury, the UA exec 
said, and he expects an answer 
within 10 days after that. He re- 
fused to go into detail on the plan, 


he was in Engwand recently. 

The new regulations provide that 
U. S. companies cannot borrow from 
either American or British banks for 
production in England without first 
| getting British Treasury approval. 
It’s taken for granted that such ap- 
proval wili not be given unless the 
American companies want to have 
their banks here transfer dollars to 
the English Treasury, which in turn 
will issue pound ‘credits. In other 
words, the British are saying: “Send 
over dollars to do the job.” Ameri- 


by using their current British in- 
come. 


KY. EXHIBS DISCUSS 
CO-OP AT 2-DAY MEET 


Louisville, Oct. 28. 

Kentucky Theatre Owners Assn. 
held two-day convention Thursday- 
Friday (23-24) at which a theatre- 
owners co-op was discussed, to get 
independent theatreowners a better 
deal on films. Suggestion was made 
by Lew Weithe, head of a Cincin- 
nati theatreowners cooperative, in a 
speech before the convention Thurs- 
day (23). Under the plan, Weithe 
said, indie exhibitors can rent films 
as economically.as the chains. Said 
group rental plan also eliminates 
considerable B product which the 
independent is foreed to take in or- 
der to get the better product. 

Also addressing the convention 
was Leon J. Bamberger, RKO sales 
promotion manager. Friday’s (24) 
session heard Ted. Gamble, prez of 
Theatre Owners of America. W. A. 
Carroll, executive secretary of the 
Associated Theatre Owners of In- 
diana, also spoke. 

By a narrow vote the KTO de- 
cided to affiliate with the TOA, pri- 
marily to combat increased film- 
royalty demands by ASCAP. 


Export Assn. Enlarges 
To Include Co. Prexies 


Motion Picture Export Assn. 
yesterday (Tuesday) unanimously 
voted to enlarge its board by in- 
cluding prexies or other top execs 
of its nine company members. The 
action was taken to build a larger 
body to pass on important policy 
problems confronting the industry. 
Newly named top-drawer reps will 
act as an executive committee to 
meet- with MPEA’s prexy, Eric 
Johnston, on a regular basis. 








Biggies designated are Barney 
Balaban, Paramount’s prez; N. J. 
Blumberg, Universal; Nicholas M. 


Schenck, Metro; Grad Sears, United 
Artists; Steve Broidy, Allied Artists; 
Jack Cohn, Columbia’s exec veepee; 
Ned Depinet, RKO’s exec veepee; 
and Sam Schneider, v.p. for Warner 
Bros. Board heretofore consisted of 
the foreign dept. heads alone. 


KAMBER’S KOL 


Add Broadway columnists: 

Bernie Kamber, flack for indie 
producer Benedict Bogeaus, has 
started a twice-a-week Main Stem 
pillar for the Honesdale (Pa.), 
Wayne County Democrat. It’s labeled 
“Kamber’s Korner.” 

P.S. Kamber is part owner of the 
Wayne County Country Club near 











| by Eddie James and Jack Emanuel. | Honesdale. 


of six’ pictures in England within | 


which he started under way when | 


can companies are not inclined to do | 
that or to avoid borrowing altogether | 





|Foreign Film Rentals from 16m: 
Market Now $1,000,000.a Year 





Col.’s SF Sales Meet-Next 


New Orleans, Oct. 28. 
Second of Columbia Picture’s 
series of three sectional sales meets 
opened toda’ ‘(Tuesday) at the 
Roosevelt hotel here, with general 
sales manager A. Montague pre- 
siding. Attending the conclave are 
homeoffice execs and sales person- 
nel in addition to division man- 
agers from six exchanges com- 
prising the southeastern and south- 
western divisions. 
Concluding sales meet is sched- 
uled in San Francisco next week. 


‘Canadian Theatre Fire 
Loss-$176,178 in 1946; 
Smokers Cost $3,474,000 


Montreal, Oet. 28. 

Loss from theatre fires in Canada 
jin 1946 totalled $176,178, compared 
ito only about $75,000 during 1944, 
|according to official figures just an- 
nounced. This rise more or less 
| parallels the trend in all fire losses 
|in the Dominion during the last 10 
years. 

There were 
jin, several previous 











fewer fires in 1946 than 
years, but the 


|aggregate loss was greater. Ontario | 


ihad 15 theatre fires last year, ac- 
|counting for $34,737 loss. However, 
lan estimated $3,474,000 damage was 
lcaused during the year by 18,964 
lcases of carelessness of smokers in 
| smoking-prohibited sections of the- 
atres. Increased fire drills, more 
stringent restrictions and more vigi- 
lant inspection are being ‘tarried 
out. 





Fire Dept. Shutters Texas House 
Silsbee, Texas, Oct. 28. 

The fire department and city com- 
missioners here condemned _ the 
building housing the Jefferson 
Amusement Co, theatre here, clos- 
ing the house and leaving this com- 
munity without a theatre for first 
time in 25 years. 

According to D. H. Suitt, manager 
here for the company, has planned 
a new house for town and is waiting 
federal permission to start construc- 
tion. ' 


U’s Rieger Brings Back 
Report of 6-Mo. Survey 


Comprehensive survey of Univer- 
sal International’s European activi- 
ties has been made by Ferdinand 
Rieger, company’s manager of for- 
eign branch operations, who re- 
cently returned to his New York 
headquarters after a sixmonth stay 
at the firm’s Paris office. His find- 
ings, which included certain recom- 
mendations, were incorporated in a 
report submitted to homeoffice top- 
pers last week. Nature of the recom- 
mendations was not disclosed. 

While abroad Rieger also sei up 
U-I’s Paris auditing staff which now 
is designed to handle branch opera- 
tions on a more uniform basis. With 
blocked remittances and severe in- 
flation in France, he said, the busi- 
ness outlook for U. S. film companies 
is decidedly uncertain. He also was 
unable to throw further light on the 
company’s future French production 
plans. 

Commenting on the recent action 
of the French government in ban- 
ning all dubbing, then rescinding 
the order a month later, Rieger felt 
that the ukase did not disturb the 
U. S. majors as much as it did the 
independent film importers. Dub- 
bing ban presumably was to con- 
serve raw stock. However, U. S. 
majors each annually impert on the 
average about 15 pix and their dub- 
bing is done on stock bought in 
America and paid for in dollars at 
the source. 

According to the foreign branch 
chief the order was not aimed so 
much at the U. S. majors as it was 
at the indies for the dubbing sus- 
pension gave the government an op- 
portunity to investigate the small 
importers’ raw stock sources and 
any dollar leakages that their activi- 
ties may have caused, 








Ben Helzman Recupes 
Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
Ben Holzman of the Wiliam 
Morris office, showed a marked im- 
provement after blood transfusion. 
Underwent abdominal ‘operation 
Friday 





* Business of servicing commercial 


16m theatres abroad, into which 
some of the U. S. majors entered 
following the war, has now de- 
veloped to the point where rentals 
are amounting to more than $i,000,- 
000 a year. Not much more than 
half that sum, however, is*being re- 
mitted to the U. S., as the narrow- 
gauge income is subject to the same 
currency restrictions in various 
countries as is the 35m. 

With easing of the equipment 
situation, number Of theatres using 


16m instead of standard film has 
been increasing tremendously. Slow- 
down is faced now, however, as more 
and mere countries run into a dollar 


shortage and put: a clamp on re- 
mittances to the U. S. Since this 
country is the major source of new 
projectors, there will be no more 
acquired by prospective exhibs in 
nations with currency blocks. 

Machines, which were virtually 
impossible to obtain a year ago, are 
now available within 30 days of 
placing an order. Bell & Howell is 
| the only make for which there is a 
|longer wait. Distribs in the 16m 
‘market have been aiding potential 
exhibs to get the machines at a 
| wholesale price. That’s from $300 
| to $350. 

Companies now active are RKO, 
| Metro, Columbia and Universal. 
| Warner Bros. is going ahead slowly 
and Paramount is at a standstill ex- 
cept for some prints it already has 
lin the field. United Artists and 
| 20th-Fox are doing nothing at the 
moment, Of the minors, Republic’is 
operating through Metro, while 
Monogram has recently started to 
Bet active. 

Philippines Best Market 

Philippines are proving the best 
market for the 16m product and is 
especially attractive since 100% of 
the profits can be remitted to the 
U. S. Most of the Latin American 
countries also have a fairish sprink- 
ling of the substandard theatres and 
most of them, too, allow money to 
be sent out. Loew’s, Universal and 
Columbia are alse operating on a 
moderately large scale in Engiand. 
They’re getting their coin out now, 
of course, but how long that will go 
on is dubious, 

France has a tremendous number 
of 16m houses and billings are high 
there, but no money’s being remitted. 
Exchange rate has become so low 
and restrictions so tough, that most 
companies have stopped doing busi- 
ness with China; although there are 
quite a few 16m accounts there. 
Other territories with which busi- 
ness is being done are Siam, Singa- 
pore, Palestine, India and Belgium, 
with Italy just getting under way 
and promising to be quite produc- 
tive. 

In addition to these countries, the 
13 which are serviced for the indus- 
try by the cooperative Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn. are about to be 
opened to 16m. MPEA is starting to 
requisition prints from the com- 
panies and review them for suita- 
bility. First countries that Export 
is intending to go into in 16m are 
| Holland and Hungary. 

While U. S. distribs have no in- 
tention of advancing dollars to buy 
projection machines for prospective 
exhibs in those countries with dol- 
plar restrictions, they will continue 
their efforts in every other way to 
develop further 16m business in 
these territories. Despite the fact 
coin can’t be exported to the U. S., 
the distribs feel that by developing 
16m theatres to supplement the 
standard houses they are building 
for the future. 

New product is being made avail- 
able in 16m. However, managers in 
each territory, who do the initial 
selection of films, are mostly going 
into backlogs piled up during the 
war to include in the group of pix 
best suited for their area. 


SAG WANTS ELECTION 
ON STUDIO GUILD SHOP 


° Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

First application by a union in this 
area for a special election under the 
Taft-Hartley law was filed yester- 
day (Mon.) by the Screen Actors 
Guild with the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board: 

Petition calls for a vote to prove 
that a majority of actors favor the 
guild shop in studios. It also cer- 
tifies that SAG has complied with 
all requirements of the new law, in- 
cluding an annual financial state- 
ment and non-Communist @ffidavits 
by its Officers, * 
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Your statement eloquently sums up the excitement that has per- 
meated the entire industry over 20th’s current and coming product. 





Typical of the anticipation with which the motion picture world is 
looking toward 20th is the fact that, over a month before release 
date, “Forever Amber” was booked by more than 3,000 of the fore- 
most theatres in the United States and Canada! 


NO OTHER COMPANY HAS EVER BEEN ABLE TO SAY THAT 
ABOUT ANY PICTURE IN THE ENTIRE HISTORY OF THE INDUSTRY! 


The confidence of theatremen in the potentialities of “Forever 
Amber” will be matched by the succeeding attractions from the 
leading figure in the industry, 20th Century-Fox! _ ? 








See the following pages........ 
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“FOREVER AMBER?" Technicolor . Linda Darnell . Cornel Wilde . Richard Greene . ‘ape f 
“DAISY KENYON? Joon Crawford . Dana Andrews . Henry Fonda = 
“GENTLEMAN’S AGREEMENT? Gregory Peck . Dorothy McGuire . John Garfield 
“CAPTAIN FROM CASTILE” technicolor . Tyrone Power « Jean Peters . Cesar Romero 
“THUNDER IN THE VALLEY" technicolor . Lon McCallister . Edmund Gwenn . Peggy Ann Gamer 
“YOU WERE MEANT FOR ME” Jeoine Crain. Don Day 


“THE BALLAD OF FURNACE CREEK” Victor Mature . George Montgomery . Coleen Gray 


"GIVE MY REGARDS TO BROADWAY?" technicotor.Don Doiley. Charles Winnhger. Nancy Guild 


“CALL NORTHSIDE 777° Jomes Stewort . Halon Weller - Richard Conte 
“WALLS OF JERICHO” Linda Darnell . Cornel Wilde » Anne Baxter __ 
“SITTING PRETTY” Movreen O'Hara « Sabie Young « Clifton Webb 

“GREEN GRASS OF WYOMING?” Technicolor . Peggy Cummins . Charles Coburn . Robert Arthur 
“THE SNAKE PIT” Olivia de Havilland also storring Mark Stevens and Leo Genn 


“SUMMER LIGHTNING’ Technicolor . June Haver . Lon McCallister 


“THIS IS THE MOMENT?” technicolor . Betty Grable . Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
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March of Time Would Co-Produce 
Features East With H'wood Majors 


Plan by which March of Time¢ 





would become a co-producer with 
studios desiring to make films in 
the east was announced to his staff 
Monday (27) night by Richard de 
Rochemont, MOT topper. He also 
disclosed plans of the documentary 
organization to make four features 
on its own, 

De Rochemont’s idea is for the 
Coast studio or indie producer to 
provide a package including story, 
stars and director. MOT will take 
it from there, providing the screen- 
play (or adaptation of the screenplay 
to fit conditions, if one is already 
available), the supporting cast and 


assistant directors, as well as the 
entire technical staff. 
Upon submission of the script, 


MOT will give the producer a firm 
estimate on the cost of its end of 
making the film, including editing 
and scoring. Outfit is also prepared, 
if the producer desires, to assist in 
financing in return for participation 
in the film’s profits. 


De Rochemont said he is now 
dickering with four producers who 
desire to take advantage of the 
service. Immediately available, he 
declared, are assignments to make 
four B pictures for a major studio, 
but he prefers to participate in high- 
budgeters only. It’s understood 
studio to which he referred is 20th- 
Fox, which distrfbs the March of 
Time reel. MOT chief figures he 
could co-produce five films a year, in 
addition to turning out the regular 
monthly documentary two-reeler 
and the commercial films the outfit 
has been making. 


De Rochemont’s 
studios is that he 
plenty of coin on 
lend themselves to eastern produc- 
tion, He said many of the units 
which have worked out of New York 
in the past have discovered it cost 
them just as much as it does in Hol- 
lywood because there is much waste 
motion in moving their organization 
and then having it operate in un- 
familiar territory. MOT’s 13 years 
of experience in location shooting in 
and around New York can cut that 
tremendously, he claims. - Likewise 
a saving is the fact that MOT has 
no studio overhead, but has Fox- 


(Continued on page 18) 


N.Y. INDIES FEAR 16M’S 
GROWING OPPOSITION 


Burgeoning 16m competition in 
New York and the surrounding hin- 
terlands have local exhib orgs up in 
arms to put a clamperon narrow- 
gauge operations. Distribs have al- 
ready been approached by the 
Metropolitan Motion Picture The- 
atres Assn. with a request to taper 
on licensing of 16m pix for com- 
mercial purposes. Independent The- 
atre Owners Assn., another local 
theatre group has authcrized its 
legislative committee to block wide- 
spread operations by seeking en- 
forcement of building codes. 


Survey by an MMPTA committee 
consisting of Manny Frisch ‘Rand- 
force Amusement Co.), Sam Rosen 
(Fabian circuit) and Fred Schwartz 
(Century circuit) indicates, it’s 
claimed, that chief cause for mush- 
rooming of narrow-gauges ar? coin- 
raising activities by vet organiza- 
tions and churches. Sporadic prac- 
tice wouldn’t hurt, it’s said, but 
many vet outfits are regularly book- 
ing feature films at 10¢ and 20¢ per 
throw. It’s beginning to cut into 
nabe patronage, squawk goes. 


_Number of major distribs have ad- 
vised MMPTA that they'll cooperate 
to slash narrow-gauge performances, 
it’s understood, but severai others 
have pooh-poohed their being a 
threat to commercial 35m thearres, 
Committee is currently mulling 
recommendations to be made to the 
general body of the MMPTA. 

Theatre Owners of America, ‘t 
their recent Washington mee, con- 
demned all peddling of 16m pix for 
theatrical purposes. 


pitch to the 
can save them 
pictures which 








Bacall and Morgan 
Teamed for Comedy 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Lauren Bacall breaks away from 
Humphrey Bogart, cinematically, to 
co-star with Dennis Morgan in 
Cleopatra Arms,” a tale of a Man- 
hattan apartment hotel, at Warners. 

Picture will be screenplayed and 
produced by Harry Kurnitz from an 
Original by Everett Freeman, 


Q. and A. 


Vie Levitt, amusement editor 
_of Trade Union Service, has a 
“/ scheme which he believes will 
save exhibs and distribs the 
trouble of going through the 
rash of current surveys to deter- 
mine whether the public will go 
for advanced admissions. In a 
conrmunique to Variety, Levitt 
writes: 

“Re your stories about surveys 
of how customers like to pay 
higher admissions for super- 
specials like . .. we can save 
them money. Next Thanksgiv- 
ing just ask the turkey how he 
likes the axe.” 


Exhibs ow tare 
With Prods., Goldwyn’s 
Reason for Upped B.0. 


Industry would be. much better 
off if it had many more upped-ad- 
mission pictures; rather than fewer, | 
Samuel Goldwyn declared in New 
York yesterday (Tuesday). Pro- 
ducer said that no film could com- 








— 








pete in the market on an increased 
price basis unless it was worth the | 
money—anc thus 


good films. 

Highly critical of exhibs who ob- 
ject to outstanding pictures sold at 
the tilted tap when the public is 
obviously willing to pay for them, 
Goldwyn said that theatremen “must 
realize they are in partnership with 
Hollywood.” He emphasized pro- 
ducers were taking all the gamble 
on making films, not exhibs who 
don’t book them until they’ve seen 
them at tradeshows and _ then 


(Continued on page 22) 


H’WOOD NAMES AT PITT 





Pittsburgh, Oct. 28. 

More than 700 showmen from 
Pittsburgh as well as both coasts 
paid $20 a plate to take in the 20th 
anniversary banguet of Variety 
Club’s Tent No. 1 here Sunday 
night (26). Affair’ was being re- 
sumed again after wartime lapse of 
six years, and a feature was the 
adoption of Catherine Variety Sheri- 
dan III, the eighth waif the club has 
eared for ip 20 years. — 

John H. Harris, one of founders 
of Variety Club and now its life- 
time Big Boss, was general chairman 
of the banquet. Present from Holly- 
wood were Walter Pidgeon, Gene 
Kelly, Regis Toomey and Vince 
Barnett, latter three all home-town 
actors. Also on the dais, in addi- 
tion to three “roastmasters,” Nor- 
man Frescott, Harold Hoffman and 
William McCraw, was Joe E. Brown, 
who came from Cleveland, where 
he’s appearing in ‘Harvey.” Others 
present were U. S. Senator Edward 
Martin, of Pennsylvania; Congress- 
man Dewey Short, of Missouri; 
Rabbi Benjamin Glazer, of Detroit, 
one of Variety Club’s original 
chaplains; Manuel de Moya, min- 
ister consul of Dominican Republic, 
and Myron Cohen and Bob Hall. 

Show from the center ring fol- 
lowing the speeches was m.c.’d by 
Joey Adams and included the Bus- 
ter Shaver revue, Paul Wincheli, 
Elgins, Calgary Brothers, Velve- 
tones, Randolph the Magician; Lois 
Lee, of the Broadway cast of “High 
Button Shoes,” and the bands of 


(Continued on page 22) 





Joseph-Bergman Huddle 
On U Pub-Ad Campaigns 


John Joseph, Universal's ad-pub- 
licity chief, is in New York for 
homeoffice confabs and to personal- 
ly supervise campaigns on ceveral 
forthcoming releases. He will set 
campaigns on “A Double Life,” 
“Senator Was Indiscreet,” “Naked 
City” and other U-I productions 
soon to go out on disiribution. 

Joseph is conferring with Maurice 
Bergman, eastern ad-publicity di- 
rector, on these campaigns. Berg- 
man was able to return to his office 
this week after being bedded by a 
severe attack of gallstones which 
kept him off his feet for over two 
weeks. Joseph will be in N. Y. about 





16 days before returning to the 
Coast. 


iolas M. 
more such films| -,, 
would indicate that there are more | 
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Welles to Edit ‘Macbeth’ 


Remote Control in Italy 


By 
Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Orson Welles will complete his 
editing -of “Macbeth” by remote 
control, in Italy, through an ar- 
rangement with Herbert Yates, Re- 
public prexy. 

Currently Welles is shearing the 
film but does not expect to finish it 
by Nov. 4, when he leaves for Rome 
to play in Edward Small’s “Caglios- 
tro.” Yates wants “Macbeth” ready 
for December. showings in Los An- 
geles, to make it eligible for the 
Oscar Derby. 


Top M-G Studio 





Brass Map Prod. 


Metro’s top brass batted 
around last week on ways to perk 
up product quality but they’re not 
talking on any plans 
have mapped out. 

Indications that the 
huddles at the homeoffice were out 
of the ordinary, however, were 
seen in the number of top studio 
executives that converged on New 
York at the same time. Coast con- 
tingent was led by production chief 
Louis B. Mayer and included, in 
addition to Strickling, exec produ- 
cers Benjamin K. Thau, E. J. Man- 
nix and James K. McGuinness. Se- 


|ries of discussions with prexy Nich- 


Schenck and other h.o. 
officials began Wednesday (22), 
winding up Friday (24) when Thau 
and Mannix trained back to the 
Coast, 

Reluctance to divulge the out- 
come of their huddles is considered 
obvious. Any statement along those 
lines, it’s pointed out, would neces- 
sarily entail an admission that films 
turned out during the last -several 
years have not been up to par. 
Suggestion that one of the methods 
decided upon to improve quality 
was the purchase of more bestsell- 
ing novels and stage hits was de- 
nied by studio publicity chief How- 
ard Strickling, who pointed out that 
Metro has always bought the best 


| properties it can in a competitive 


VARIETY CLUB DINNER 


market. 

After viewing some of the new 
Broadway shows for the last week, 
Mayer .and Strickling went up to 
Boston yesterday (Tuesday) to see 
‘some that are still in the tryout 
stage on the road. They’re slated 
to return to the Coast Friday (31). 





Set Italian Director 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
Carmine Gallone, pioneer Italian 
film director, will direct “The Eter- 
nal Melody” in Rome, according to 
word received at Columbia, which 
will release the picture. 
Film co-stars Jan Kiepura, Marta 
Eggerth and Janis Carter, and is 
produced by Gregor Rabinovitch. 


PRE-PRODUCTION 


Metro and Par Decisions on Dolphin’ 


Unconquered Cue 


Fewer Upped Pix 





For Cutting Film Lengths 

Metro sales chief William F. 
Rodgers, besides taking a stand 
against increased admission 
prices for films during present 
conditions, also went out on a 
limb last week by taking a swipe 
at the overlong playing time of 
many current pictures. 

Rodgers declared he’d be defi- 
nitely in favor of trimming 
“Green Dolphin Street” down to 
about two hours from its pres- 
ent two hour and 20-minute run- 





| 
ideas | 


they might | 


concerted | 


| 


ning time. Noting that other 
Metro pictures had run that long 
in the past and still raked in top 
grosses, Rodgers declared no de- 
cision had yet been reached on 
trimming “Dolphin.” Present 
length, he stressed, won’t inter- 
fere with its ultimate gross. 


Rodgers Discusses M-G 
Print Orders, Selling; 
Kudoses Exhibs’ Bally 








makes just as many prints available 
as ever, he said, adding that many 
of them probably receive less circu- 
lation now than they did «five years 
ago because of the single sales 
policy. 

Rodgers admitted that the prob- 
lem of getting Technicolor prints is 
still a tough one and that this might 
have something to do with the print- 
pinching rumors. After “Gone with 
the Wind” had demonstrated its 


(Continued on page 18) 


WALLIS HAS 4 TO G0 
IN MONTH OF DEC. 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Hal Wallis is planning a _ busy 
Christmas season, with four pix 
slated to go between Dec. 1 and 
Jan. 1. 

First is “Sorry, Wrong Number,” 
screenplayed by Lucille Fletcher 
from airshow. Anatole Litvak is to 
direct and co-produce. Barbara 
Stanwyck and Wendell Corey will 
star in “Be Still, My Love.” “House 
of Mist” is tentatively slated for 
lensing in England with mixed cast 
of Americans and Britons. “Rope 
of Sand” is to be a Burt Lancaster 
starrer. 

Wallis is also pencilling in two 
more for spring. f 














Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, Oct. 28. 


Alan Hale checked in at Warners 
for “The Adventures of Don Juan,” 
his 11th role with Errol Flynn... 
Vincent Sherman Js using a mobile 
shortwave set to direct widespread 
scenes'for “The Adventures of Don 
Juan”...Scripture Films bought 
“The Frontier Parson and God’s 
Animals,” authored by Herman 
Hack, for 16m production...Richard 
Haydn assigned to a comedy role in 
“Sitting Pretty” at 20th-Fox...Bar- 
ton MacLane signed as a heavy in 
“The Walls of Jericho”...Jehn Hoyt 
moved into “Winter Meeting” after 
finishing “Christopher Blake” at 
Warners...Seymour Nebenzal and 
Charles R. Rogers will start “Queen 
of Hearts” Dec. 8 on the Goldwyn 
lot, with Maria Montez starring. 

Richard Kohlmar draws produc- 
tion reins on “That Beautiful Urge,” 


a remake of “Love Is News,” first 
filmed in 1937 at 20th-Fox...Curt 
Furberg, French character actor, 


comes out of retirement for a role in 
“To the Victor” at Warners... Wil- 
liam Bishop draws the male lead in 
“Adventures of Silverado” at Co- 
lumbia...Trevor Bardette signed 
for a character part in “The Return 
of .the Whistler” at Columbia... 
Dorothy Vaughn plays a mother role 
in “Song of Idaho” at Columbia. 
Republic has the heaviest cellu- 
loid backlog in-its history, with the 
completion of “Old Los Angeles” 
and “Dangers of the Canadian 
Mounted” making a total of 18 pic- 
tures...Jeanne Stuart 
American screen bow in “The Ad- 


ventures of Don Juan” at Warners... 
Metro started a series of shorts, 
“Martin Block’s Merry-Go-Round,” 
with Keenan Wynn as guest star and 
Freddy Martin’s band featured. 


Enterprise purchased “Tuesday to 
Bed,” a novel by Francis Sill Wick- 
ware...RKO’s second picture to be 
filmed in England in association with 
J. Arthur Rank is “The Captain 
“Was a Lady,” to be produced next 
summer by William Pereira...With 
the Hopalong Cassidy series shut- 
tered until next spring, Lewis Rach- 
mil, producer for William Boyd, has 
swung over temporarily to Frank 
Seltzer Productions in an executive 
capacity...Charles Bennett goes to 
London in February to script and 
direct “The Miracle of Peille’” for 
Associated British ... Otto Kruger 
signed for “Lulu Belle,” which Les- 
lie Fenton will direct for Benedict 
Bogeaus...Louis Bromfield sold his 
novel, “Colorado,” to Metro for a 
reported $125,00U...Third of the 
Allen Lane oaters, “Oklahoma Bad- 
lands,” will be produced by Gordon 
Kay, starting Nov. 10 at Republic... 
RKO’s editors are working on 15 
features and three shorts, with five 
features still shooting. 

Ralph Steiner drew “Evening in 
Modesto” for his 1948 production 
schedule at RKO.,..Alexander Knox 
terminated his player contract with 
Columbia and will freelance... 
George Montgomery will co-star 





with Dorothy Lamour in “Lulu 


| Belle,” to be produced by Benedict 


makes her |Bogeaus for Columbia release... 


(Continued on page 22) 


Metro sales chief William R.-Rod- | 


gers. last week scoffed at reports 
that M-G is supplying less prints 
now on each picture in order to 
pinch pennies or to get longer run- 
ning time for its product. Company | 


* General tapering off in the majors’ 


plans to earmark their top-budgeted 
films for increased admission prices 
is seen in the decision of Metro 
sales veepee William F. Rodgers not 
to ask for upped scales on M-G’s 
high - budgeted “Green Dolphin 
Street.” Metro plans to leave it up 
to individual exhibs to decide 
whether they want to boost their 
ticket tabs. Paramount likewise cut 
its $1.80 scale for “Unconquered” at 
the Rivoli, N.Y., to $1.50. 


In announcing his decision at a 


trade press conference last week, 
Rodgers declared that policy was set 
for “Dolphin” alone. Pointing out 
that Metro had probably played 
more roadshow films in the past 
than any other company, ‘Rodgers 
listed some of Metro’s forthcoming 
product and implied the company 


might ask for upped scales on such 
pix as “The Pirate,” “Kissing Ban- 
dit,” “State of the Union,” “Easter 
Parade” or “Annie Get Your Gun.” 

Rodgers declared he always fa- 
vored roadshowing a film where cir- 
cumstances and the picture in ques- 
tion would deem such a policy ad- 
|visable. Because of the mass of 
| other films now being shown .at 
| upped prices, plus general boxoffice 
|conditions, he decided the time 
wasn’t propitious for following that 





procedure on “Dolphin.” Film 
preemed two weeks ago at the 
| Broadway Criterion, where it re- 


ceived a generally mediocre press. 

Instead of pressing-for boosted 
scales. Metro will insist on extended 
playing time for “Dolphin,” based 
|on some sort of control figure. Quot- 
ing a letter he sent to all Metro 
branch and district sales chiefs, he 
declared the film will be available 
Nov. 27 for first showings and “ob- 
viously exchange centers should be 
sold and dated first and we hope for 
a maximum number of exchange 
city openings to include Thanksgiv- 
ing. Thereafter first efforts should 
be directed to those localities who 
offer one week or longer engage- 
ments.” It’s to be sold generally on 
either a sliding scale or top partici- 
| pation basis. 


N. Y. Rivoli Back to $1.50 


Despite good business, Paramount 
slashed admission scales on Cecil B. 
DeMille’s “Unconquered” at the Riv, 
playing the pic on a test first-run. 
Theatre lopped its $1.80 top, spe- 
cially set for “Unconquered,” and 
returned to its regular 80c-95c-$1.50 
Picture, too, fell off sharply in both 
second and third weeks, feeling the 
competition of the nearby Roxy with 
“Forever Amber.” 

Par braintrusters felt that while 
the pic was garnering a healthy take 
the public was resisting the upped 
price level, hence numerical attend- 
ance wasn’t up to expectations. 
Parites also noted that the Rivoli’s 
$1.80 top was considerably higher 
than that of other key city first- 





vanced prices. 

Times Sq. amusement chasers’ 
allergy to boosted scales was first 
noted last :yyear when Samuel Gold- 
wyn was forced to whittle his $2.20 


(Continued on page 22) 


U-I STARTS 9TH YEAR 
OF MUSICAL SHORTS 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Carlos Molina’s orch is_ winding 
up U-!’s eighth year of two-reel mu- 
sical short productions. Crew went 
before the cameras last week. 

Tex Beneke group will lead off on 
ninth year of featurettes, with Jim- 
my Dorsey, Frankie Carle, ~ Les 
Brown and Bob Wills set to follow. 

Harry James started the series in 
1940. Will Cowan, who produced the 
series for the first six years, is now 
handling direction chores as well. 








Beaucoup Bodies Join 
‘Soul’ Preem on B’way 


If numbers mean anything, Enter- 
prise will probably have the biggest 
opening ever when its “Body and 
Soul” preems at the Globe, N. Y., 
next month, David Loew arrived 
east Monday (27) and will be joined 
by Charles Einfeld, his pard in Ent 
on Friday (31). 

Others in or coming in to New 
York are Robert Taplinger, chief 
flack; Robert Roberts, “Body” pro- 
ducer; Robert Rossen, director; Abe 
Polansky, writer; John Garfield, 
Hazel Brooks, Lili Palmer and Can- 





ada Lee, players, and Rudy Polk, 
musical director. 


runs playing “Unconquered” at ad-’ 
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H.0.’s Dim L.A.; Fun’ Fancy $46,000 - 
In 5 Spots, ‘Crossfire’ Lively 326, 
2; ‘Kids West -Les Brown Dull 156 


Los Angeles, Oct. 28. * 


With firstruns loaded up with 
oldovers this week, the current out- 
ook is not bright. Only one top new 

bill, “Fun and Fancy Free,” is around 
to help swell total take. This looks 
solid $46,000 in five theatres. Next 
week will see virtually complete 
lineup of new films including upped 
scale showing of “Forever Amber.” 

Third week of “Crossfire” appears 
neat $32,000 im two houses. Final | 
five days of third stanza ‘for “Foxes | 
of Harrow” is strong $34,000 in five ; 
spots. “Ride Pink Horse” shapes as 
mildish in second round. 

Estimates for This Week | 

Belmont (FWC) (1.532; 50-$1)—} 
“Fun, Fancy Free” (RKO) and “Ad- 
ventures Don Coyote” (UA). Sharp 
$7,000. Last week, “Black Gold” 
(Mono) and “High Conquest” (Mono) 
(2d wk), $3,100. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (826; 65-$1)—‘Lured” 
(UA) (2d wk). Slow $3,000. Last | 
week, light $4,000. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 60- 
$1)—“Foxes of Harrow” (20th) (3d 
wk). Near $4,500. Last week, fancy 
$6,200. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 60- 
$1)—“Foxes Harrow” (20th) (3d wk). 
Finafes at $7,000 in 5 days. Last 
week, sturdy $10,400. 

Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1)—“Fun, 
Free” (RKO) and “Don Coyote” 
(UA). Good $6,500. Last week, “Ride 
Pink Horse” (U) and “Winter Won- 
derland” (Rep) (6 days), $5,200. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 60-$1)— 
“Dark Passage’ (WB) (3d. wk-5 
days). Oke $10,000. Last week, $16,- | 
800. . 

Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872; 60-$1)—‘“Lured” (UA) (2d 
wk). Fair $8,000. Last week, $9,700. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 
“Desire Me” (M-G) (2d wk). Only 
$6,500. Last week, modest $8,400. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 50-$1)—“Fun, 
Fancy Free” (RKO) and “Don Coy- 
ote” (UA). Brisk $6,000. Last week, 
“Black Gold’ (Mono) and “High 
Conquest” (Mono) (2d wk), $3,200. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85)—“Cap- 
tive Heart” (U) (2d wk). Only $2,- 
00). Last week, okay $2,600. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 60-$1)— 
“The Women” (M-G) (reissue). Nice | 
$7,000. Last week, “Gone With Wind” 





| 





(M-G) treissue) (10th wk), good 
$3.500. 
Guild (FWC) (968: 60-$1)—“Ride | 


Pink Horse” (U) and “Winter Won- 
derland” (Rep) (2d wk). Oke $3,500. 
Last week, fair $5,400. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956; 
60-$1)—“Lured” (UA) (2d wk). Near 
$2.500. Last week, mild $4,000. 

Hellyweed (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— 
“Dark Passage’ (WB) (2d wk-5 
davs), Okay $7,500. Last week, $10,- 
400. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 60-85)—“Lured” (UA) (2d 
wl). About $3,000. Last week, $3,800. 

Tris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—‘“Ride 
Pink Horse” (U) (2d wk). Looks $3,- 
509. Last week, fair $5,400. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)— 
“Things to Come” (FC) and “Man 
Work Miracles” (FC) (reissues) (5th 
wk). Nice $2,500. Last week, $3,000. 

Loew State (Loew-WC) (2,404: 60- 
$1)—"Foxes Harrow” (20th) and “In- 
visible Wall” (20th) (3d wk). Good 
$125°9 in 5 days). Last week, solid 
$20,600. 

Los Angeles (D'town-WC) (2.097; 


60-$1)—*Desire Me” (M-G) (2d wk). ! 


Steady $12,000. Last week, slow $18,- 


500 
Loyola (FWC) (1.248; 60-$1)—- 
“Foxes Harrow” (20th) (3d wk). 


Cood $4,500. Last week, sturdy $7,- 
600. 

Marcal (G&S) (900; 50-$1)—‘‘Sev- 
enth Veil” (U) (3d wk). Near $2,200. 
Lest week. neat $3,100. 

Orpheum (D'town-WC) (2.210; 60- 
$)1)—“Fun, Faney Free” (RKO) and 
“Don Coyote” (UA). Brisk $21,008. 
Last week, “Bleck Gold” 
and “High Conquest” 
wk). $10,600. 

Million Dollar (D'town) (2,122: 
55-98) — “Gas House Kids West” 
(EL) with Les Brown orch, Irene 
Ryan on stage. Dull $15,000. Last 
week, “Heartache” (EL) with Jim- 
my Dorsey orch on stage, scant $12,- 
209. 


Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 50-$1) — 
“Crossfire” (RKO) and “When 
Girl's Beautiful” (Col) (3d wk). 


Styrdy $16,000. Last week, $19,100. 
Paramount (F&M) (3,398: 60-$1) 
—Variety Girl’ (Par) and “I Cover 
Eiv Town” (Par) (3d wk). Light 
$13.000. Last week, slow $16,900. 


Paramount Hollywoed (F&M) (1,- | 


451: 60-$1) — “Variety Girl” (Par) 
(3d wk). Good $9,500. Last week, 
oke $12,400. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890: 50- 
80)—“‘Crossfire” (RKO) and “When 
Girl's Beautiful” (Col) (3d wk). 
Stout $16,000. Last week, $20,200. 

Ritz «FWC) (1.270; 60-$1}—“Ride 
Pink Horse” (U) and “Winter Won- 
derland” (Rep) (2d wk). Near 
$7,500, fine. Last week, $8,800. 

Studie City (FWC) (880; 60-$1)— 


linen ee 


(Mono) | 
(Mono) (2d | 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ........... .$787,000 
(Based on 22 theatres) 
ee | are ey $648,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 











‘Amber’ Soars To 


456, 4 K.-C. Spots 


Kansas City, Oct. 28. 

“Forever Amber” is leading the 
town with a new gross record for 
firstruns. Fox Midwest has revised 
its setup for this one, using it day- 
date in four theatres. Carver the- 
atre, for colored trade, opened 
along with Tower, Uptown and 
Fairway, regular firstrun trio, add- 
ing 650 seats to lineup. With upped 
scale, film looks a cinch for sock 
$45,000. Of the regular price en- 
tries, “It Had To Be You,” at the 
Midland, is about the only one 
making much of a mark, being nice. 

Estimates for This Week 


Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 
45-65)—“Along Oregon Trail” (Rep) 
and “Western Union” (20th) (reis- 
sue). Nice $5,000. Last week, “Roxes 
of Harrow” (20th) (m.o.), $4,500. 


Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 65)—“Ad- 
venture in Music” (Indie). Usual 
take of $1,500. Last week, “Mayer- 
ling” (Indie), about same. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Had To Be You” (Col) and “Blondie 
in Dough” (Col). Steady $16,000. 
Last week, “This Time for Keeps” 


(M-G) and “Key Witness” (Col), 
$15,008. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 


“Fun, Fancy Free” (RKO) (2d wk). 


Off to $8,000. Last week, strong 
$13,000. 
Paramount (Par) (1,900: 45-65)— 


“Desert Fury” (Par) (2d wk). Neat 
$12,000 in 10 days. First week was 
modest $14,000. “Unconquered” at 
upped admissions of 75c and $1.20 
is next in. 


Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 


|\“Trouble With Women” (Par) (2d 
| wk). Good $5,000. Last week, strong 


| $6,500. 
| Tower - Uptown - Fairway - Carver 
(Fox Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700, 650: 
| 75-$1.20)—“Forever Amber” (20th). 
|Opened day-date in this expanded 
first-run combo. Looks to land big- 
gest money ever here, all-time rec- 
|ord at smash $45,000. Last week, 
| “Wistful Widow Wagon Gap” (VU), 
| Pleasant $17,000 at 45-65c scale. 


} 


Mpls, Soars; Arnaz Lifts 
‘Merton’ to Lusty 276, 
‘Amber’ Big 316, 2 Spots 


Minneapolis, Oct. 28. 

There's’ boxoffice dynamite galore 
this week. Unusual situation not 
only finds a strong stageshow, topped 
by Desi Arnaz band and Marion Hut- 
ton, with “Merton of the Movies,’ at 
Radio City, but also no less than 
three $1.20 roadshow dates. “Forever 
Amber,” at Century and Lyric, looks 
great $31,000. The other upped scale 
house, the World, has “Best Years of 
Our Lives,” back for third loop road- 
show run. “Gone With the Wind,” at 
| legit Lyceum, looks tremendous at 
85c top. : 

Despite this opposition, two other 
newcomers, “Carnegie Hail’ and 
“Dark Passage,” are anything but 
boxoffice weaklings. Down in the 
dumps the last fortnight, probably 
because of unseasonably’hot weather, 
business now is skyrocketing with 
this powerful array. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—“Bush 
Pilot’ (SG) and “Philo Vance’s Se- 
cret” (E-L). Satisfactory $2,000 in 5 
days. Last week, “Scared to Death” 
(SG) (reissue) and “Untamed Fury” 
(EL) split with “Keeper of Bees 
(Col) and “Bells of San Fernando” 
(SG), $3,500 in 8 days. 

Century (Par) (1,600; 76-$1.20)— 
“Forever Amber” (20th). 
with Lyric and getting great play at 
both spots. Tremendous $18,000 in- 
dicated. Last week, “Moss Rose” 
(20th), light $4,500 at 50-70c scale. | 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—‘Spirit 
West Point” (EL). Considering tough 

(Continued on page 24) 








‘Singapore’ Nice $11,000, 
Omaha; ‘Town’ Solid 9G 


Omaha, Oct. 28. 


“That Way With Women” plus 
Beatrice Kay and Del Courtney 
heading stagebill is rolling up a 


great session at the Orpheum, with 
Kay carrying most of show. “Singa- 
pore” at Paramount looks nice and 
“Magic Town” is solid at the 
Brandeis. Intermittent cold rains 
first hurt and then helped, business. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Magic Town” (RKO) and “Seven 
Keys to Baldpate” (RKO). Solid 
$9,000 and holds. Last week, “Deep 
Valley” (WB) and “Last of the Red- 
men” (Col), $9,200. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100: 16-65)— 
i “Brute Force” (U) (m.o.) and “13th 
Hour” (Col.). Fair $9,500. Last week, 





Day-date ; 


Esther Williams P.A.’s Up ‘For Keeps’ 
~ Tall $39,000, Hub; ‘Fun’ Mighty 306 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week .......... $2,918,000 
(Based on 19 cities 192 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 


~ 

Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year .......+.... $3,000,000 
(Based on 22 cities 192 theatres) 


‘Amber’ Huge 376, 
Indpls.; Fury’ 126 


Indianapolis, Oct. 28. 

“Forever Amber” is hotter than 
the record October temperatures 
here, zooming to terrific session and 
holdover in plush-price run at Circle. 
“It Had to Be You” is extra strong 
at Loew’s, and “Desert Fury” looks 
steady at Indiana in good all-around 
week here, 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 175- 
$1.20)—“Forever Amber” (20th). 
Wham $37,000. Last week, “Second 
Chance” (20th) with Ted Weems 
orch, Beverly Tyler, Herb Shriner, 
others, on stage. Dandy $22,000 at 
48c-74c scale. 

Indiana (Gamble-Dolle) (3,300; 40- 
60)—-““Desert Fury” (Par) and “Un- 
der Tonto Rim” (RKO). Nice $12,000. 
Last week, “Dark Passage” (WB) and 
“Exposed” (Rep), $14,000. 

Keith’s (Gamble-Dolle) (1,300; 40- 
60)—“Dark Passage” (WB) (m.0o.). 
Average $5,000. Last week, “Wel- 
eome Stranger” (Par) (m.o.), same 
in third week firstrun. 

Loew's ‘(Loew’s) (2,450; 40-60)— 
“Had to Be You” (Col) and “Blondie 
in Dough” (Col). Fancy $14,000. Last 
week, “This Time for Keeps” (M-G) 
and “Key Witness” (M-G). $12,000. 

Lyric (Gamble-Dolle) (1,600; 40- 
60)—‘‘Woman on Beach” (20th) and 
“Born to Kill’ (Rep). So-so $6,000. 
Last week, “Wyoming” (Rep) and 
“San Demetrio, London” (20th). 
Slow $5.000 











| “Foxes of Harrow” (20th) (m.o.) and | ‘Amber’ Biggest News In 


|“Philo Vance Returns” (EL), good | 


| $10,500. 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-85) 
—‘Way With Women” (WB) and 


| Beatrice Kay-Del Courtney topping 
| stagebill. Very heavy $21,000. Last 
| week, “Imperfect Lady” (Par) plus 
| Marion Hutton-Tex Williams on 
stage, very good $20,000. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800: 16- 
65)—“Singapore” (U). Nice $11,000. 
Last week, “Brute Force” (U), big 
$13,200, 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
“Romance of Rosy Ridge” (M-G). 
Sturdy $7,000. Lest week, “Fiesta” 
(M-G) (2d wk), very good $4,000. 








Detroit. Oct. 28. 
It’s taking the walloping good 
| pictures to give biz downtown a shot 
in the arm in the face of sellout 





| football games that are making Sat- | 


| urday anemic for the film houses. 
University of Michigan's 


from Detroit, really hurt. 
| films like “Forever Amber” 
“Secret Life of Walter Mitty” are 
doing sock business despite this, 


but holdovers and run-of-mine pix | 


‘are sufferigg. 
Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— 
“Walter Mitty” (RKO). Standing up 


*“Ride Pink Horse” (U) (2d wk). 
| Oke $4,000. Last week, $6.000. 

| United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60-$1) 
—‘“Ride Pink Horse” (U) and “Win- 


| ter Wonderland” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Good $10,000. Last week, slow $13,- 
700. 

| Uptown (FWC) (1.719; 60-$1) — 

|“Foxes Harrow” (20th) and “In- 

| Visible Wall” (20th) (3d wk). Trim 


| $5,500 in 5 days. Last week, smart 
| $9,000. 


|Fancy Free” (RKO) and “Don 
'Coyote” (UA). Fast $7,500. Last 
| week, “Black Gold” (Mono) and 
| “High Conquest” (Mono) (2d wk), 


| $3,600 on blowoff. 
Wilshire (FWC) 
“Desire Me” (M-G) 


(2.296: 60-$1) — 
(2d wk). Scant 
| 5.500. Last week, only $7,500. 

| Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1) — 
|“Dark Passage” (WB) (3d wk-5 
| days). Down to $7,500. Last week, 
fair $10,600, 


85.000 | 
crowd at Ann Arbor, only 35 miles | 
Top, 
and | 


Vogue (FWC) (885; 60-$1)—“Fun, | 


Despite Grid Games, ‘Amber’ Smash 
$50,000 in Det.; ‘Mitty’ Ternif 276 


| to see it, terrif $27,000. Last week, 
“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO), 
$6,000. 
| Broadway-Cap tol (United Detroit) 
(3,309; 70-95)—“Red Stalliqn” (EL) 
and “The Adventuress” (EL). 
Passable $15,000. Last week, “New 
Orleans” (UA) and 
(SGP). $16.000. 
Cinema (Marten) 


|Last week, 
(Indie). $2.200. 
| Dewntown (Balaban) 
| 95 )—*“Bachelor 
(RKO) (m.o.), 


“Cage 


(2,683; 70- 
and Bobby-Soxer” 


“Merton of Movies” 
i“Arnelo Affair’ (M-G), 
second week. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) 
| $1.20 )\—“ Forever 


$8,000 for 


(5,100: 90- 
Amber” (20th). 


record at house. Last week. “Widow 
of Wagon Gap” 
(RKO), fair $21,000. 


| Madison (United Detroit) (1.866: 
| 50-60 )—“Fiesta” (M-G) and “Corose 
Came C.O.D.” (Col). Reasonable 


$2,400 in 3 days. Last week, “Dear | 
“Great Expecta- | 


Ruth” (Par) and 
| tions” (U), $2.400 in 3 days. 
Michigan (United Detroit) 
“Raiiroaded” (EL). 


| (Col) (2d wk). big $22,000. 


| 70-95)—“Long Night” (RKO) 
| “Springtime Sierras” (Rep) (2d wk) 
Nice $14,000. Last week, $19,000. 
United Artists (United Detroit) 
(1,951; 70-95)—“Song of 


‘week, strong $20,000. 


“Killer Dill” | 


(250: 60-90)— | 
“The Raider” (Indie). Okay $2.000. | 
Nightingales” 


Modest $6,000 for | 
seventh downtown week. Last week. | 
(M-G) and | 


Smash $50,000 or better for a new 


(U) and “Riff-Raft” 


(4,039: 
70-95 )\—‘‘Golden Earrings” (Par) and | 
Comfortable 
| $25,000. Last week, “Down to Earth” 


Paims-State (United Detroit) (2,976: 
and 


L’ville, 356; ‘Had to Be’ 
Mild 146, ‘sland’ 66 


Louisville, Oct. 28. 

| Hitting town after lengthy and 
| powerful advance bally, “Forever 
| Amber” at $1.30 top looks to set a 
|high mark at the big-seater Rialto. 
| Doing five shows a day, it likely will 
hit a terrific $35,000. ustomers are 
paying the upped scale without pro- 





test. “It Had to Be You” is only 
mild at the State. 

But “Adventure Island” and 
“Blackmail” at the Strand is a 


bright spot. Biz in downtown sector 
otherwise is slow. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 
40-60 )—“Crossfire” (RKO) and “Pre- 
tender” (Rep) (m.o.). Reportedly 
feeling effect of adverse comments 
in letters to dailies. Low $3,000. 
Last week, “Welcome _ Stranger” 
(Par) (4th wk), sturdy $4,500. 





} 
| Kentucky 
|—"“Happened 5th Ave.” (Mono) and 
“Song of Thin Man” (M-G), 
$3,260. Last week, “Variety Girl” 
(Par) and “Woman on _ Beach” 
(RKO), $3,500. 
Mary Anderson 
40-60)}--"Bad Men Missouri” 
(reissue). Mild $7,000. 
“Unsuspected” (WB), medium, $7,500. 
National (Standard) (2,400; 60-80) 
—‘Philo Vance’s Gamble” (EL) and 


(WB) 


vaude headed by Max Baer and | 
Maxie Rosenbloom, others. Under 
hopes at fair $9,000. Last week, 
“Slave Girl’ (U) and “Shoot to 
Kill” (SG) (2d wk), $4,500. 

Rialto (FA) (3,400; 80-$1.30)— 
| “Forever Amber” (20th). Living up 


to fondest expectations, with patrons 


eager to see much-talked-about pic | 
and not squawking at upped prices. | 


Looks like one of best weeks in 
theatres history, terrific $35,000 or 
inear. Last week, “Crossfire” (RKO) 
j} and. “Pretender” (Rep), received 
press attention and some contro- 
versy, which didn’t help the wicket 
past a mild $12,000. 


Scoop (Louisville Theatre) (700: 
40-60 )—“‘Things to Come” (FC) (re- 
|}issue). Thin $2,400. Last week, 
| ‘King’s Jester” (Indie), $2,200. 

State ‘(Loew’s) (3,300; 40-60)—)| 
“Had to Be You” (Col) and “Last 


| Round-Up” (Col), Moderate $14,000. 
i Last week, “This Time for Keeps” 


(M-G) and “Key Witness” (Col), 
$15,000. 
Strand (FA) (1,406. 40-60)—*Ad- 


venture Island” (Park and “Black- 
|mail” (Rep). Winning combo for 


' (reissues), $4,500 in 5 days, 


(Switow) (1,200; 30-40) | 


Fair | 


(People’s) (1,100; | 


Last week, | 


+ Boston, Oct. 28. 


Fairly good biz reported for most 
spots this week with “Fun and Fancy 
Free” leading the town at the Me- 
morial. “This Time for Keeps” at the 
State and Orpheum shapes as solid 
“Unsuspected” at the Met is okay 
and other spots are encouraging, 
Esther Williams, personaling at 
State and Orpheum house, Monday 
and today (27-28), is boosting take 
at these spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (2,900; 50-$1.10)—~ 
“Singapore” (U) (2d wk) and Alan 
Carney, Ray Dorey, Hal LeRoy, Jean 





Darling, others, on stage. Film h.o. 
cuts. into overall as a rule and this 
is no exception. Mild $21,000. Last 
week, with Ella Fitzgerald, Senor 


Wences, Bob Lamb, others, $24.000. 

Esquire (M-P) (700; 75-1.25)—~ 
“Life With Father” (WB) (9th wk). 
Remains even at about $4,000, very 
profitable. Last week, $4,200. i 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373: 40-80)—~ 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par) (‘m.o.) 
(2d wk). Still lively at $6,000 after 
$8,000 last. 

Kenmore (Indie) (700; 
“Overlanders” (U) and “Johnny 
(reissue). Excei- 


Frenchman” (U) 
lent $2,800. Last week, “Brief En- 


| 
| 


40-65 )— 








counter” (U) and “Know Where 
| I'm Going” (U) (2d wk), $2.500. 

Memorial (RKO) (2,985: 40-80— 
“Fun, Fancy Free” (RKO) and 
“Drummond at Bay” (Col). Begins 
second week (Tues.) after great 
$30,000 for first. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367: 40-80) 
—“Unsuspected” (WB) and “Stork 
Bites Man” (UA). Fairly good 


$26,000. Last week, “Dark Passage” 
(WB) and,“When Girl’s Beautiful" 
(Col) (2d wk), $24,000. 

Modern (M-P) (900; 75-$1.25)—~ 
“Life With Father” (WB) (9th wk). 
Back up to $5,000 again after $4.500 
last, both very solid. 

Old South (Siritsky) (700; 40-65 )—~ 
‘Under Red Robe” (Indie) and “Ac- 
tion for Slander” (Indie) (reissues). 
So-so. $2,500. Last week, “King’s 
Jester” (Indie) (2d wk), $2,000. _ 

Orpheum ‘Loew) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“This Time For Keeps” (M-G) and 
“Key Witness” (Col). Nice opening 
plus Esther Williams in person two 
days hypoing take to solid $26,000. 
Last week “Song of Love” (M-G), 
$23,000. 

Paramount (M-P) 





(1,700; 46-80)— 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par) (2d wk). 
Still strong after two weeks at Met, 


| with powerful $16,000 after big 
| $17,500 in first. 

| State (Loew) (3,500: 40-80)— 
|“This Time For Keeps” (M-G) and 
| “Key Witness” (Col), Esther Wil- 
| liams on stage two days of run 


| building this to nice $13,000. Last 
week, “Song of Love” (M-G) $12,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 30-74— 
“Spirit West Point” (FC) and “Ex- 
posed” (Rep) (2d wk). Nice $4.000 
after sturdy $5,500 first. 


Pitt Picks Up; ‘ Amber’ 
Wow $38,000, ‘Crossfire’ 
Fast 14G, ‘Desire’ 1236 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 28. 
“Forever Amber,” playing at ad- 
, vanced scale at the Harris, looks 
| standout with sock week. “Crossfire” 
also fs stout at regular prices at the 








| Warner. “Desire Me” looks slow at 
| the Penn, 
Estimates for This Week 
| Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70)— 
“Walter Mitty” (RRO) (4th wk). 


Falling off but drop isn’t too sharp. 
Trim $9,000 or over, and may stay 
another, Last week, big $12,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 75-$1.20)—- 
“Forever Amber” (20th). Book and 
the stacks of publicity "have pre- 
sold this one. Terrific $38,000, and 
looks in for several weeks. Last 
week, “Moss Rose” (20th), oke $7,000 
in 4 days, at 40-70¢ scale. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-70 )— 
“Desire Me” (M-G). Crix really took 
out their hammers on this Greer 
|Garson picture. Stiff competition 
| aiso is pushing this down to dull $i2,- 


| 500. Last week, third of “Uncon- 
quered” (Par) at upped prices, big 
$17,500, 


Ritz (Loew's) (800; 74-$1.20)—"Un- 
/ conquered” (Par) (m.o.). Will get 
by fairly well at $4,500, not too bad 
at this bandbox house. Last week, 
“Vacation from Marriage” ‘(M-G) 
| (reissue) and “Danger Street” (Par), 
$1,500, 


Senator (Harris) (1,750; 40-70)— 
“Call It Murder’ (SG) and “Racket- 
eers’ (SG) (reissues). Sturdy $4,000 


Last week, “Foxes of Harrow” (20th) 
(m.o.) (3d wk), big $5,000 for fifth 
week downtown. 

| Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70)—‘Each 


| Dawn I Die” (WB) and “Bad Men 
| Missouri” (WB) (reissues). Strong 
| $13,500. Last week, “Unsuspected” 
| (WB). $14.500. 

| Werner (WB) (2,000; 40-70)— 
| “Crossfire” (RKO). Trumpetings of 
| crix, together with swell word-of- 


Love” | this house, fine $6,000. Last week. | th Ipi j tout $14.- 
(M-G) (2d wk). Great $16,000. Last “Arizona” (Col) and “Texas” (Col) ~ ge owen y de geedlne gh etag A 


000. Holds. Last week, “Long Nighi 
(RKO), $9,000. 
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‘Amber’ Brightens Chi, Record $67,000 
Verdoux 256, Unconquered’ 45, 2d 


e 





Chicago, Oct. 28. 

Although they were only two new 
entries this week, grosses are the 
highest here in months. While 
upped prices might apply in several 
eases, huge press campaigns and 
word-of-mouth are bringing the big 
crowds. Racking up this great biz 
despite International Harvester's 
100th year free celebration at Sol- 
dier’s Field and Shipstead & Olsen's 
“Ice Follies.” 


“Forever Amber” at the State- 
Lake looks to hit a new house rec- 
ord with $67,000 at $1.25 top. ‘‘Mon- 
sieur Verdoux,” bucked by heavy 


anti-Chaplin Hearst press, is gaining 
momentum at Grand and will land 
lusty $25,000. 
“Unconquered” .at the United 
Artists topped all expectations last 
week with $54,000 and promises 
giant $45,000 this frame. ‘Magic 
Town” opened moderateiy at Woods 
but built well and for second week 
should do big $20,000. 
“Gone With Wind” at pop 
has long lines and second stanza at 


Garrick.should bring terrif $17,000. | 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (900; 95) 


of Harrow” (20th) (2d wk). Robust 


$20,000. Last week, $25,000 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 95) 
“Variety Girl’ (Par) with Frankie | 


Carle orch on stage (3d wk). 


$48,000. Last week, $53,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 95)—“Gone 
With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) (2d 
wk) Terriff $17,000. ‘Last week, 
$18,500. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500: 95'—‘“‘Mons 
Verdoux” (UA). Lusty $25,000. Last 
week, “Carnegie Hall’ (UA) (3d 
wk), nice $17,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 95)— 
“tusband’s Affairs” (Col) with 
Frankie Laine on stage (2d wk). | 
Firm $43,000. Last week, $55,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2.500: 95)—“Fun 
Fancy Free” (RKO) and “Bulldog 
Drummond Strikes” (Col) (2d wk). | 


Moderate $20,000. Last week, $23,000. | 


Rialto (Indie) (1,700: 95)—‘‘Con- 
gorilla” (Indie) and “Borneo” (Indie) | 
(reissues) (2d wk). Light $9,500. | 
Last week, $14,500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 
“Desert Fury” (Par) (4th 


Staunch $17,000. Last: week, $22,000. 


“Forever Amber” (20th). 





—————_——____— 


Grosses Are Net 


Film gross estimates, as ree 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, in- 
clude the U.S. amusement tax 





Re-issue of | 
prices | 


imainly slow, 
holdovers, 
“Spirit of West Point,” at Stanton 
|; overcoming 
session while “Christmas Eve” 
okay at Earle. 


“Foxes | 


Brisk | 


“Long Night” (RKO) 
$8,000 after $13.000 last week 


“Christmas Eve” 


wk).| Pairish 
| last 
State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; $1.25)— | 
Looks set | 


‘Amber’ Glows In 


Philly, Lush 606 


Philadelphia, Oct. 28. 
All-time record at the Fox is be- 


| ing smashed this week by “Forever 
| Amber,” which will hit colossal 
| $60,000 there. Remainder of city is 


the number of 
slowing pace. 


with 
of course 
is 
with socko 
looks 


offish trend 


Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1.303: 50-94) 
(2d wk). Thin 


Areadia (Sablosky) (700: 50-94) 
“Repeat Performance” (EL). Mild 
$€,000 or close. Last week, “Dark | 
Passage” (WB) (2d run), oke $7,500 
in 9 days. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350: 50-94)—“Gold- 
en Earrings” (Par) (2d wk). Pale 


$15,500 after $22,500 for last week. 


(WB) 


(2,760: 


(UA). 


50-94) — 
Okay $24.- 


Earle 


' 500. Last week, “Singapore” (U) 
(2d wk), $15,000 

Fox (20th) (2.250; 50-94)-—“For- 
ever Amber” (20th). Colossal $60.- 
| 000. Last week. “Foxes of Harrow” 
(20th) (8d wk), down to $18,000, 
nice. 


Goldman (Goldman) (1.300; 50- 


95)— |94) — “Desire Me” (M-G) (2d wk). 


$19,000 after 
week. 

Karliteon (Goldman) 
“Song Thin Man” 


solid $24,000 


(1,000: 50-94) 
(M-G) (4th 


for record $67,000, with early-bird wk). Modest $7,000 after $9,000 last 


high. 


(Par) 


lines helping to new 
week, “Wild Harvest” 
wk), good $20,000. 
United Artists (B&K) (1.700; $1.25) 
—*“Unconquered” (Par) -(2d wk) 
Massive $45,000 or near. Last week, 
sock $54,000 and way over hopes. 
Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 


$20,000. Last week, smart $23,000. 

World (Indie) (587: 
dren of Paradise” (Indie) (4th wk). 
Neat $2,700. Last week, $3.000. 


Unconquered’ Sock 346 
In Cleve; ‘Amber’ Huge 
556, Song’ Average 166 


Cleveland, Oct. 28. 

Other attractions were given a 
sharp set-back by “Forever Amber,” 
which is terrific at Palace, matching 
Perry Como’s attendance record. It 
is slowing up “Unconquered,” al- 
though latter’s coming close to Still- 
man’s house record. ‘Song of Love” 
looks average at State. Same is true 
of “Down to Earth” at Hipp. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)—“Fun, 
Fancy Free” (RKO) (2d wk). Ex- 
cellent $14,500 after great $22,000 
opener. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— 
“Down to Earth” (Col). Okay $15,- 
000. Last week, “Unsuspected” 
(WB), oke $19,000. 


Lake (Warners) (800; 55-70)— 
“Unsuspected” (WB) (m.o.). Good 
$3,500. Last week, “Foxes of Har- 
row” (20th) (m.0.), very neat $3,500 
in 6 days. 

Lower Mall (Community) (570; 
55-70)—“Shoe Shine” (Indie). Ital- 
ian film produced by Clevelander, 
Paolo W. Tramburilla, returned 
house to foreign policy but slow tee- 





off augurs only $4,500. Last week, 
“Frieda” (U) (Indie), $3,000. 

; Ohio (Loew’s) (1,200; 55-70)— 
‘Wild Harvest” (Par) (m.o.). Good 


$7,000, Last week, “Wyoming” (Rep), 
$6,800. 
ah alace (RKO) (3,000; 75-$1.19)— 
Forever Amber” (20th). Smash 
$55.000._ Last week, “Adventuress” 
(EL) plus Jack Haley, Constance 
Moore, Hal LeRoy on stage, extra- 
bright at $32,000. 
uetate (Loew's) (3,450; 
Song of Love” (M-G). 
$16,000. Last week, 
(Par), $18,000. 
Stillman (Loew's) (2,700; 75-$1.25) 
—Unconquered” (Par). Rip-roaring 
$34,000. Last week, “Desire Me” 
(M-G) (m.o.), mild $6,000 in 5 days 
a 55-70¢ scale. 


55-70)— 
Middling 
“Wild Harvest” 


5)— | 


“Magic Town” (RKO) (2d wk). Big | 





Last | week. 
(24 | 
|_“Wild Harvest” 


Keith's (1,300: 50-94) 
(Par) (2d run). 
Last week, “Down to 
(2d run), $6,800. 
Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 59-94)— 
“Unsuspected” (WB) (3d wk). Fair 
$17,000 after $23,000 for last week. 
Pix (Cummins) (500: 50-$1.25)— 


(Goldman) 


Pallid $4,500. 
Earth” (Col) 


ji i"Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) 
75)—“Chil- | 


(4th wk). Okay $12,000 after $13,- 
000 for last week. 

Stanley (WB) (2.950: 50-94)- — 
“Walter Mitty” (RKO?) (2d_ wk). 
Neat $25,500 after big $32,500 last 
week. 

Stanten (WB) (1.475: 50-94) — 


“Spirit of West Point” (FC). Socko 
$18,000. Last week, “Bad Men Mis- 
souri” (WB) and “Each Dawn I 
og (WB) (reissues) (2d wk), $7,- 


‘Nightmare’ Stout 206, 
Denver; ‘Harvest’ 136, 2d 


Denver, Oct. 28. 

Two days of school vacation 
coupled with teachers’ convention is 
lifting biz to some extent. This up- 
beat is in face of many holdovers 
and reissues. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 35-74)— 
“Leave to Heaven” (20th) and 
“Arsenic Old Lace” (WB) (reissues). 
Big $5,000. Last week, “Carnegie 
Hall” (UA) (m.o.), $4.500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750: 35-70)— 
“Wild Harvest” (Par) (2d wk). Fine 





$13,000, «and _ holds. Last week, 
$13,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 35-74)— 
“Nightmare Alley” (20th) and 
“Sweet Genevieve’ (Col), day-date 
with Webber. Stout $17,000. Last 


week, “Black Gold” (Mono), $12,000. 


Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—*Foxes 
of Harrow” (20th) (2d wk). Day- 
date with Paramount. Down to 


$2,000. Last week, fine $3,500. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Fun, Fancy Free’ (RKO) = and 
“Heartaches” (EL) (2d wk). Trim 
$12,000. Last week, fine $15,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2.200; 35-74)— | 
“Foxes of Harrow” (20th) (2d wk), | 
also Esquire. Oke $9,000. Last 
week, sturdy $12,500 . 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—‘“Black 
Gold” (Mono) (m.o.) and “Bowery | 
Buckaroos” (Mono). Nice $4,000. 
Last week, “Slave Girl” (U) and 
“Philo Vance Returns” (EL) (m.o.), 
$2,000. 

Tabor (Fox) (1.967: 35-74)— 
“Texas” (Col) and “Arizona” (Col) 


(reissues). Fast $11.000. Last week, 
“Marked Woman” (WB) and “Dust 
Be Destiny” (WB) (reissues), $10,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74)— 
“Nightmare Alley” (20th) and 
“Sweet Genevieve” (Col), also Den- 
ver. Good $3,000. Last week, “Black 
Gold” (Mono), $3,500. o 


1 $8,500. 
| Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 45-80)— | 
|“One Million BC” (FC) and “House- | 


‘West Point’ Spirited 
116, 2 Seattle Spots 


Seattle, Oct. 28. 
Recovery from recent prolonged 
heavy rains and stormy weather is 
helping some here, but holdovers 
will curb overall total this week. 


date at Music Hall and Music Box. 
Estimates for This Week 
_ Blue Mouse (H-E) 


$4.500. Last week, “Dark Passage” 
(WB) (m.o.), fair $3,000 in six days. 





Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 45-80) 
—'Foxes of Harrow” (20th). (2d 
wk). Solid $9,000 in 5 days after 
| Sturdy $14,300 opener 

Liberty (J & vH) (1,650; 45-80) 


|*Welcome Stranger” (Par) (5th wk) 


Swell $10,000. Last week, $11,300 
Music Box (H-E) (850; 45-80) 
“Spirit of West Point” «FC) and 
‘Dragnet” (SG). Day-date with 
Music Hall. Big $5,000 in 5 day 
Lest week, “Crossfire” (RKO) and 
“That's My Gal” (Rep) (2d wk) 

Good $5,200 
Music Hall ‘(H-FE) (2,200; 45-80) 


“Spirit West Point” (FC) and “Drag- 


net” (SG). Good $6,000 in 4 days 
Last week, “Verdoux” (UA), weak 
$7,000. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80) 
“Singapore” tU) and “Web of 


Danger” (Rep) (2d wk). Fairly good 
Last week, hefty $14,800. 


(reissues ). 
“Destry 


Daltons 


keeper’s Daughter” (FC) 
Okay $6,000. Last week, 
Rides” (U) and “Where 
Rode” (U), okay $6,800. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“Thief of Bagdad” (FC) and ‘“West- 
!ern Union” (20th) (reissues). Slow 
$6,000. Last week, “Down to Earth” 


| (Col) (2d wk), mild $6,800. 
Reosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)— 
|“Destry” (U) and “Daltons Rode” 


Good $4,000. Last weck, 
(Rep) and “Bringing Up 
(2d wk), solid 


}+(U) (m.o.}. 
| “Wyoming” 

Father” (Mono) 
| $3,500. 


| 
| 
j 
i 
} 
} 
| 


| Cincinnati, Oct. 28. 
Backed by a tilted scale, “Forever 
| Amber” is racking up an all-iime 
j} high for the Palace and topping the 
{town with enough black to turn an 
|otherwise modest week into a solid 
| one for most downtown houses. Of 
|the other new bills currently, “De- 
sire Me” is fronting “Song of Love” 


|margin, all thre@ trailing “Uncon- 


| quered” in its third round. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75)—‘“‘De- 
sire Me” (M-G). Moderate $12,500. 
Last week, “Golden Earrings” (Par), 
okay $14,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 75-$1.19)— 
“Unconquered” (Par) (3d wk). 
Strong $13,000 after great $19,000 
second round. 

Grand (RKO) (1.400; 50-75)— 
“Song of Love” (M-G). Stout $11,- 
000. Holds again. Last week, “Fun, 
Fancy Free” (RKO) (2d wk), nice 


$7,500. 
Keith’s (CI) (1,542; 50-75)—“Un- 
finished Dance” (M-G). Good $11,- 


000, warranting holdover, Last week, 
“Carnegie Hall” (UA) (2d wk), 
swell $10,600. . 

Lyric (RKO) (1.400; 50-75)— 
“Swamp Water” (20th) and “Pris- 
oner Shark Island” (20th) (reissues). 
Snappy $6,060. Last week, “Foxes 
af Harrow” (20th) (m.o.), slick $7,- 
000. 

Palace (RKO) 





(2,600; 75-$1.19)— 
“Forever Amber” (20th). Zooming 
to a new house record of $40,000, 
with aid of upped scale. Last week, 
“Husband's Affairs” (Col), fairish 
$12,500 at 50-75c scale. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75)— 
“Golden Earrings” (Par) (m.o.). So- 
so $5,000. Last week, “Dark Pas- 
isage” (WB) (m.o.), $5,500. 
| 


‘West Point’ Clicks In 
' Port., $7,500; ‘Kiss’ 9G 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 28. 
Out-of-town crowds in for Ore- 
gon-Washington football game is 
keeping the Loxoffice in the higher 
brackets currently. “Spirit of West 
Point,’ at J. J. Parker's Mayfair is 
keeping the grid fans in line to see 
|the Army football opus. “Kiss 











| Rest of town is holdover. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) 
i—‘“Slave Girl” (U) and “Blackmail” 
| (Rep) (2d wk). Fancy $9,500 or near. 
| Last week, torrid $14,200. 
| Guild (Parker) (427; 65-$1.00)— 
| “Pagliacci” (Indie).). 
| Last week, “This Happy Breed” (U), 
about same. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 40-80)— 
“Spirit of West Point’ (FC) and 
“Last of Redmen” (Col). Nifty $7,500 
or close. Last week, “Western Union” 
(20th) and “Frisco Kid” (WB) (re- 
issues) (6 days), okay $5,700. 

Musie Box (H-E) (1,000; 40-80)— 


“Dark Passage” (WB) and “Vig- 
ilantes Return” (RKO) (m.o.). So- 
so $3,500 or over. Last week, 





(Continued on page 24) 





“Spirit of West Point” is day-and- | 


| topflight 


| ‘Amber’ Ups Cincy, 
New High, $40,000. 


|}and “Unfinished Dance” by a close | 
par at $7,500. : 








of | 
| Death” at the Orpheum looks leader. | 


(1,832; 40-80) | 





NY. Mild But ‘Amber’- Veloz- Yolanda 


unseasonably warm 
of cooler 


Return of 
weather after brief spell 


fall temperatures and the number 
|'of holdovers prevalent are making 
the Broadway  firstrun — situation 
spotty this session. Most top de- | 
luxers are definitely off currently. 
Few theatres launched new fare 
the same week with preem of 
Forever Amber” at the Roxy. Im- 
pact of this widely-publicized pic 
ture obviously is being felt at sev- 
eral Times Square houses, espe- 
cially those near that theatre. 
Amber,” with compact stageshow 
eaded DY Veloz & Yolanda. Sid 
Caesal and H Leopold Spitalny 


choral group. is soaring to new all- 
Roxy house record of $180,000 
or slightly better. Theatre is show- 
ing film six times daily. and natu- 
rally is being helped by upped scale, 


Lime 


which gives house $1.80 top even on } 


weekday nights. This figure beats 
the $175,500 registered by “Razor's 
Edge” last December for Christmas- 
New Year’s Eve week. “Edge” hung 
this up in sixth week of its run. 
“Amber” mark tops the best at 
Roxy either for non-holiday or any 


| holiday week, when unusually high 


prices, such as last New Year's Eve, 
are int force. 
“Amber” had benefit of an ex- 


cellent advance campaign, including 
radio and newspaper coverage of 
variety. Crix were gen- 
erally in favor of picture, with even 


ithe super-critical ones saying things 
the | 


that would seeing 
film. 


Principal other opening was “That 


encourage 


| Hagen Girl,” with Ted Weems band, 


Morey Amsterdam and Gordon Mac- 
' Rae heading  stageshow at the 
Strand. Strong stageshow is fail- 


ing to overcome the competition and 
house will show only a modest $50.- 


000 for initial week ending tomor- | 
Town,” | 


About 
at Bijou 


“Man 
oft 


(Thurs.). 
had teed 


row 
which 
Monday 
days at disappointing $9,090. House 
ends business week on Sunday 
nights. Fact that it was the first 


on 


| week for this spot as a film opera- 


tion doubtlessly hurt. 
Gotham is doing nicely with re- 


issue combo of “Man in Iron Mask” | 
“Gentleman After Dark,” being | 


and 
$11,000 for session ending next Fri- 
day (31). 
Dead,” at Rialto, shapes as above- 

Capitol, Broadway and Rivoli all 
felt the severe competition of “Am- 
ber,” being down sharply from pre- 
vious weeks. Music Hall, too, is off 


| at $118,000 for third week of “Song 


of Love” as against nice $131,000 
for second. Holds a fourth, with 
“Cass Timberlane” due in Nov. 6. 
Paramount, with “Variety Girl’ and 
Charlie Spivak and Mel Torme 
heading stagebill. is down to $70,000 
in its second week. 

Victoria opens “The Gangster” 
tomorrow (Thurs.). Park Avenue 
brings in “Beware of Pity” on Fri- 
day (31). “Unfinished Dance,” with 
Jane Powell, Shep Fields band and 
Buck & Bubbles opens also on 
Thursday at the Capitol. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 80-$1.80) 
—"“Walter Mitty” (RKO) (11th wk). 
Sliding with many others th’: week 
to $23,900, still strong, after $27,000 


| last session. Stays further. 


Bijou (City Inv.) (650; 85-$1.50) 
—‘Man About Town” (RKO) (2d 
wk). In first six days ended last 
Sunday (26) night, this French- 


made Maurice Chevalier starrer was | 


far under hopes at mild $9,000. Pre- 
viously was legit operation. 
Broadway (UA) (1,895: 70-$1.50) 
—“The Outlaw” (7th wk). On skids 
with $18,000 or less likely this frame 
after fine $22,000 last week. Holds. 
Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
—“Swordsman” (Col) and Gertrude 
Niesen. Betty Bruce, Jackie Glea- 
son, Hal MelIntyre orch (2d-final 
wk). Way off at $61,000 or less after 
average $70,000 opener. “Unfinished 
Dance” (M-G) with Jane Powell, 
Shep Fields orch, Buck & Bubbles 
on stage opens tomorrow (Thurs.), 


B&B having been at Loew’s State 
down the street only two weeks 
ago. 


Criterion (Loew's) (1,700: 60-$1.25) 
—“Dolphin Street” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Second round ended last (Tues.) 
night held up nicely at $38,000 in 
view of conditions on street after 
big $50,000 opening stanza. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20)— 
“Fun and Fancy Free’ (RKO) (5th 
wk). Still going at fair clip with 
$16,500 likely this round after solid 


$23,000 for fourth. Continues, with 
“Body and Soul” (UA) opening 
Nov. 8. 


Gotham (Brandt) ($00; 76-$1.40)— 
“Man in Iron Mask” (EL) and “Gen- 
tlheman After Dark” (EL) (reissues). 
Sturdy $11,000 or better in week 
ending next Friday (31). Holds over. 
Last week, “Adventure Island” 
(Par) was thin $7,500. 

Little Carnegie (Indie) (460: 9% 


(20). wound up its first six | 


Combo holds. “Bury Me | 


All-Time High 1806; ‘Hagen’- Weems 
Plus Amsterdam 506; Chevalier NSG 9G 


(800: 45-80)— | 
“Down to Earth” «Col} (m.o.). Good 


| $1.20) — “Tawny Pipit” (U) (8th 
wk). Down to $5,000 or less after 
$5,500 for seventh week. Nearing 
end of run but no new picture set 
yet. 
Mayfair (Brandt) (1.736: 70-$1.50) 
“Nightmare Alley” (20th) (3d wit). 


Also way down at $17,000 after mild 
| $24,000 in second stanza, both dis- 
appointing “Gentleman’s Apgree- 


ment” (20th) opens Nov. 11. 
Park Avenue (U) (583: $1.20-$1.50) 


“Hungry Hill’ (U) (3d-final wk), 
[In third session ending tomforrow 
(Thurs.) this is falling to around 
$4,500: second also thin at $6.000. 
| “Beware of Pity” (U) opens next 
Friday (31), with Universal not set 


so far on whether it will release this 
nationally, current engagement to be 
guide. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664: 55-$1.50) 
| —“‘Variety Girl’ (Par) and Charlie 
Spivak orch, Mel Torme, Al Bernie 
topping stageshow (3d wk). Second 
frame ended last (Tues.) night was 
off to okay $70,000 after nice $86.000 
opener, albeit a bit below hopes. 
Stays only weeks more, with 
“Wild Harvest” (Par) set to open 
Nov. 2. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20)— 
| “Magic Town” (RKO) (4th-final wk), 
Off to $17,500 in third week ended 
last Monday (27) night; second okay 
$22,700. Stays only this fourth week 
with “So Well Remembered” (RKO) 
opening Novy, 4. 

Radie City 


two 


Musie Hall (Rocke- 
(5,945; 70-$2.40)—"“Song of 
Love” (M-G) and stageshow (3d 
'wk). Sagging a bit to mild $118,000 
this session after $131,000 for second. 
| Holds a fourth, with “Cass Timber- 
lane” (M-G) due in next. 

|} Rialto (Mayer) (594: 35-85)—“Bury 
Me Dead” (EL). Nice $7,500. Last 
week, “Crimson Key” (20th), $6,200, 
“Invisible Wall” (20th) opens Fri- 
day (31). 

Riveli (UAT-Par) (2,092: 60-$1.25) 
—‘Unconquered” (Par) (3d wk). 
Third week winding up tomorrow 
(Thurs.) plainly is showing nearby 
Roxy competition but still stout at 
$48.000 or close; second was big $64,- 
000, albeit way off from first and be- 
low hopes by wide margin. Dropping 
of scale from $1.80 top naturally cut 
in on last two weeks. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80)— 
|““Korever Amber” (20th) and Veloz 
| & Yolanda, Sid Caesar heath:ig stage- 
bill (2d wk). Setting new all-time 
record here, holiday or non-holiday, 
at $180,000 or better in first week 
|} ending yesterday (Tues.). Fact that 
scale has been upped all along line, 
with house getting $1.80 weekday 
nights helping to colossal total. Get- 
ting in four stageshows, six screen- 
ings daily, with picture starting at 
10 a.m. and final after midnight. In 
ahead, “Foxes Harrow” (20th) and 
Milton Berle revue (4th wk), big 


000, 

State (Loew’s) (3,450: 43-$1.10)— 
“Down To Earth” (Col) (2d run) 
with vaude headed by Rose Marie, 
The Pitchmen, Adam & Jayne Di 
Gatano. Good $27,000. Last week, 
“Mons. Verdoux” (UA) (2d run) 
plus vaude headed by Joan Roberts, 
Paul Haakon, Buck & Bubbles, nice 
$29,50L, a bit over hopes. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 
| “Hagen Girl” (WB) with Ted Weems 
|orech, Morey Amsterdam, Gordon 
} MacRae heading stageshow. First 
|; week ending tomorrow (Thurs.) 
|} looks moderate $50,000. Holds. Last 
| week, “Unsuspected” (WB) and Blue 
| Barron oreh, Joey Adams, Tony 
| Canzoneri on stage (3d wk), $34,000. 
Sutton (Rugoff-Becker) (561; 70- 
| $1.25)—‘Know Where [m Going” 
(U) (lith wk). Tenth week ended 
last Monday (27) night was fancy 
$9,000; ninth was $9,500. Stays on 
indef. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (720: 70-$1.20) 
—‘“Spirit of West Point” (FC) (3d 
wk). Down to $8,500; second was 
$13,000. “Gangster” (Mono) opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Warner (WB) (1,499; 90-$1.50)— 
“Life With Father” (WB) (11th wk). 
Nice $22,000 but off from solid $27,- 


| fellers) 








000 of 10th week. Holds again. 
Winter Garden (UA) (1,312: 60- 
| $1.20)—“Ride Pink Horse” (U) (4th 
|wk). In third week ended last 
|} Tues.) night held fairly well at 
$21,000; second was rugged $27,000. 
,“Upturned Glass” (U) opens on 


20th Shooting 7 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

With the résumption of shooting 
on “The Snake Pit” and the start 
of lensing on “The Walls of Jericho,” 
20th-Fox has seven pictures in work 
on the Westwood lot. 

Others are “Sitting Pretty,” “You 
Were Meant For Me,” “The Ballad 
|} of Furnace Creek.” “Call Northside 
777” and “This Is the Moment.” 
Later in the week the “Deep Water” 
troupe will return from Maine, 
making a total of eicht. 
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Hollywood in Washington 





The first two days of testimony upon 
Communism in Hollywood before’ the 
House un-American Activities Committee 
have produced exactly what was expected 
of them: an abundance of unsubstantiated 
charges, some dizzying new definitions of 
Communism and a satisfactory collection 
of clippings for Mr. J. Parneil Thomas’s 
scrapbook. A good many citizens of Holly- 
wood have been called Communists, to the 
evident delight of Mr. Thomas and his 


witnesses. One man has already been 







thrown bodily from the hearing room, and 
Mr. Bartley Crum escaped the same fate 
only because he was able to swallow his 
sense of indignity just before Mr. Thomas 
struck. 





There are, without doubt, circumstances 
under which such an investigation as this 
one would be proper. If the moving pic- 
tures were undermining the American bess 
form of government and menacing it by 
their content, it might become the duty of 

4 Congress to ferret out the responsible per- 





sons. But clearly this is not the case—not 

even the committee’s own witnesses are pee 
willing to make so fantastic a charge. $3 
And since no such ganger exists, the be- 
liefs of men and women who write for the 
screen are, like the beliefs of any ordinary 
men and women, nobody’s business but 
their own, as the Bill of Rights mentions. 
Neither Mr. Thomas nor the Congress in 
which he sits is empowered to dictate what 
Americans shall think. 





Some attempt was made to show that 
Communism was being permitted to creep 
into films, but in each case the attempt 
dissolved into the ludicrous. Mr. John 
Moffit, for example, cited as an example 
of the party line a scene in which a banker 
is portrayed as an unsympathetic man—a 
typical Hollywood stereotype that has 
been written into moving pictures since 
long before any Communist menace was 
noticed on the west coast. Mr. Moffit also 
firmly assured the committee that forty- 
four of a hundred Broadway plays con- 
stituted Communist propaganda, without 
mentioning how the fact has so far es- 
caped the notice of Broadway. 











No doubt the regue is still only in its 
preliminary scenes, and Mr. Thomas has %# 
a good many more acts to trot out before ‘3 
he rings down the curtain. To date he has b 
brought forth nothing to make the whole oA 
affair seem anything more than an at- ‘S& 
tempt to seek personal aggrandizement on sept 
the taxpayer's funds. Not Hollywood but 
Congress is being investigated here, and 
once again the testimony indicates that 3 
the system of Congressional investigating Sak 
committees needs overhauling. The entire % 
process, in which a committee chairman is 
allowed unlimited freedom and his targets 
must remain simply targets, is inherently 
offensive and should be changed to bring 


some degree of equity into the proceed- 
ings. 









Reprinted in Whole from Editorial Page 
HERALD TRIBUNE, OCTOBER 22, 1947 


America. 








a wwe ee -— a ee . ee, 


WHOS Un-American? 


We, the undersigned, as American citizens who be-: 


lieve in constitutional democratic government, are disgusted 
and outraged by the-continuing attempts of the House Un- 
American Activities Committee to smear the motion pic- 


ture industry and Broadway. 


We hold that these hearings are morally wrong be- 
cause: Any investigation into the political beliefs of the in- 
dividual is contrary to the basic principles of our democracy. 
Any attempts to curb freedom of expression, and to set 
arbitrary standards of Americanism, are in themselves dis- 


loyal to both the spirit and the letter of our Constitution. 


Goodman Ace ° Luther Adler * Edith Atwater * Arnold Auerbach ° 
Aline Bernstein * Leonard Bernstein * Kermit Bloomgarden ° Helen 
Brooks ° Louis Calhern * Eddie Cantor *° Jerome Chodorov °* Harold 
Ciurman ° Betty Comden °* Philip Coolidge ° Richard Conte ° 
Norman Corwin ° Cheryl Crawford * Agnes De Mille * Olin Downes 
* Alfred Drake ° Paul Draper * Philip Dunne * Lehman Engel ° 
Julius Epstein ° Philip Epstein ° Jose Ferrer * Henry Fonda ° Sylvia 
Friedlander ° Martin Gabel * Ava Gardner * John Garfield ° 
Sheridan Gibney ° Paulette Goddard * Robert Gordon * Dolly Haas 
* Uta Hagen ° Jed Harris *° Bernard Hart * Moss Hart * Van Heflin 
* Robert Heller ° Lillian Hellman * Paul Henreid °* Katharine 
Hepburn * Albert Hirschfeld * Judy Holliday * John Houseman ° 
Marsha Hunt *° John Huston * Walter Huston * Irving Kolodin ° 
Garson Kanin * George S$. Kaufman ° Elia Kazan * George Keane 
* Gene Kelly * Norman Krasna * Peg La Centra * Canada Lee ° 
Goddard Lieberson ° Anatole Litvak * Philip Loeb * Myrna Loy ° 
Aline MacMahon °* Richard Maney ° Irving Mansfield * Hugh 
Marlowe ° Byron McGrath ° Dorothy McGuire * Burgess Meredith 
* Arthur Miller ° Erin O’Brien Moore * William Morris * Lyn Murray 
* Doris Nolan * Sono Osato * Paul Osborn * John O'Shaughnessy ° 
Berenice Parks ° Gregory Peck * S. J. Perelman * Otto Preminger 
* James D. Proctor * Jerome Robbins * Gladys Robinson * Madeleine 
Robinson * Harold Rome ° Daniel Saidenberg ° Fred Saidy * Gerald 
Savory ° Budd Schulberg ° Artie Shaw ° Irwin Shaw * Oscar Serlin 
* Robert Shayon ° Ann Shepherd * Hiram Sherman *® Herman 
Shumlin ° Allan Sloane ° Bella Spewack * Harvey Stephens * 
Donald Ogden Stewart ° Paui Siewart * Lee Strasberg * Sheppard 
Strudwick ° Barry Sullivan ° Deems Taylor * Virgil Thomson ° Peter 
Viertel * Thomas Ward * Richard Watts, Jr. * Cornel Wilde ° 
Betty Winkler * Kathleen Winsor * William Wyler * Collier Young 


This is what PAUL V. McNUTT says, in part: 


“It became perfectly apparent, during the chairman's questioning 
‘ of Mr. McGuinness, that the purpose was to try to dictate and control, 
through the device of the hearings, what goes on the screen of 


“This is no concern of any Congressional committee. It is the con- 
cern solely of those who produce motion pictures. 
"We shall fight to continue « free screen in America." 
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so Well Remembered 

(BRITISH-MADE) 

tease of Adrian Scott (J. Arthur 
Rnd) production. Stars John Mills, Martha 
scott, Patricia Roe, Trevor Howard, Rich- 
ard Carlson; features Reginald Tate, Fred- 
erick Leister, Beatrice Varley. Directed by 
Haward Dmytryk. Screenpliy, John Pax- 
ton, from novel by James Hilton; camera, 
prederick A. Young; score, Hanns HRisler; 
musical director, C. Bakaleinikoff; editor, 
Harry Gerstad. Tradeshown N. Y., Oct. 





27, 47. Running time, 113 MINS, 
ent 1 eee eee TERR John Mills 
OU VEA. cece eee eeree errr ences Martha Scott 
Julie...++ oteerawss Meabayerres Patriaia Roc 
W lnjteside.. ccc er eeewerees Trevor Howard 
Chardes.. ccc cre eee ee ee sens Richard Carlson 
Mangin...seeceereeeerseweres Reginald Tate 
Th See Beatrice Varley 
Chammings..eecceeeeeccers Frederick Leister 
BPIVEY + sce cere bee eaceesPeeeres Ivor Barnard 
Wetherall... .ccessssceeseeee sd Julian D’Albie 
baby JUMBO). ccc cere rersseeresecs Juliet Mills 
Librarian. ... see ee ere cece eens Reddy Hughes 
Morris... secercerreee .. John Turnbull 
MAVOMr..ccecesererre Lyonel Watts 
WMA. .ceeceeeeerereere Kathleen Boutall | 
Narration...+eccersss P lam Hilton | 
A mature, thoughtful story, plus | 


intelligent, skilled and tasteful han- | 
diing, make “So Well Remembered” | 


an entertaining, impressive picture. 
It is likely to get favorable reviews, 
which, with the probable word-of- 
mouth recommendation, should pull 
good grosses in larger communities, 
particularly in first-runs and class 
neighborhoods, The lack of top mar- 
uee names and the-absence of read- 
ily-exploitable romantic elements 
may limit appeal in smaller towns 
and subsequent-runs, 

“So Well Remembered” is 
marily a film for adults. Based upon 
James Hilton’s novel of life in a 


Lancashire mill town between the | 


two world wars, it is a flashback 
story of interplay of characters, an 
amalgam of varied personalities and 


emotions in a provocative basic situ- | 


ation. It has topical elements, some 
of which have interesting special 
values of the present highly-charged 
moment. 


sorbing human drama, 
The yarn’s chief characters, rep- 


resenting the main opposing forces, | 


are the quiet, earnest, liberal-minded, 
stubbornly idealistic local editor, and 
the possessive, ruthless, but pretty 
and deceptively appealing daughter 
of a. notorious factory-owner. Stem- 
ming from opposite social and eco- 
nomic poles in the town, their lives 
meet, merge for a time and, as the 
highly charged circumstances bring 
out their contrasting characters, they 
separate and finally become deadly 
enemies. 

At the finale, as they face each 
other in middle age, they represent 
not merely adversaries in a human 
drama, but the personifications of 
two eternally opposing social, eco- 
nomic, political, and, indeed, moral 
philosophies. Since the man, 
sympathetic character, is triumphant, 
at least for the moment, over the 
woman, who is unsympathetic, the 


picture ends on a pleasant note, and | 


will probably satisfy popular taste. 
As adapted by John Paxton, the 
Hilton story is a skillful blend of 
apparently authentic English coun- 
iry atmosphere, believable charac- 
ters, stimulative situations, steady 
pace and mounting suspense, without 
undue dramatic license. And, though 
the picture’s lack of romantic em- 
phasis and its concern with serious 
matters may limit its mass popular- 
ity, they add stature and depth. 
From a directorial viewpoint, “So 
Well Remembered” might be a trifie 
less unhurried, but it is eloquently 
understated and its vital scenes are 
properly projected. The perform- 
ances are unusually creditable for 
every one of the principals. John 
Mills has an expressive reticence as 
the editor and Martha Scott gives 
one of the top performances of her 
career as the ssessive wife-and- 
mother, particularly in the unsym- 
pathetic latter scenes, when her 
American accent is less noticeable. 
Trevor Howard is excellent in the 


juicy part of a drunkert village dov-. 


tor, and Patricia Roc and Richard 
Carlson are effective as the young 
love interest. Hanns Eisler’s score, 
consisting chiefly of mood-setting 
scene bridges, is unobtrusive and 
oceasionally seems to add dramatic 
dimension. Hobe 





Killer MeCoy 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 


Metro release Aimbalist 
tion, Sturs Mickey Rooney, Brian 
levy, Ann Blyth; features James Dunn, 
Tom Tully, Sam Levene. Directed by Roy 
Kewland. Screenplay, Frederick Hazlitt 
Lrenhan; based on story and screenplay by 


produce 
Don- 


of Sam 


Thomas Lennon, George Bruce, George 
Oppenheimer; camera, Joseph Kuttenberg; 
score, David Snell: “Swanee Rivec’’ num- 
ber by Stanley Donen; editor Ralph WR. 
Winters. Tradeshown Oct. 20. ‘47. Run- 
hing time, 103 MINS, 
Tommy McCoy...... Mickey Rooney 
dim Caighn....... e brian Danlevy 
Sheila Carrson. Ann Blyth 
Rrian McCoy.:....... ..+. James Dunn 
Cecil Y. Walsh..... Tom Tully 
_. | SS eee tes Sam Levene 
Bill Thorne.....,. Walter Sande 
Johnny Martin...... Mickey Knox 
Father Ryan... .-. dames Bell 
MMs DROOOT, on ss co icdiawas Gloria Holden 
Mrs. Martin aa seecccsese VG Match 
inka EE SS ..June Storey 
Danny Kurns...... Douglas Croft 
Sailor Graves........... .....Bob Steele 
Pete Mariola.......ce.. David Clarke 





Metro has concocted a fast action 
melodrama in “Killer McCoy” to in- 
troduce Mickey Rooney 
roles. It all comes off neatly and 





pri- | 





But the picture is, above | 
all, plausible story-telling and ab-| 








the | 


|champ, Gloria 








las co-cinematographer 


to adult | of 
| points the way to something 


. e 
Miniature Reviews 

“So Well Remembered” (Brit- 
ish) (RKO-Rank). Mature, im- 
pressive adaptation of James 
Hilton’s novel will draw. 

“Killer McCoy” (M-G). Fast 
action melodrama of prize ring. 
Sturdy Mickey Rooney vehicle 
with good b.o. prospects. 

“It Had to Be You” (Col). 
Fine farce with Ginger Rogers 
and Cornel Wilde that should 
please plenty. 

“Christmas Eve” (UA). George 
Raft, George Brent, Randolph 
Scott, Ann Harding in overly- 
contrived episodic pic; so-so b.o. 


“Road toe the Big House” 
(SG). Dull melodrama of the 
pitfalls of crime; strictly for 
secondary houses. 

“Linda Be Good” (Songs) 
(PRC). Lightweight comedy 


okay for lesser situations 








rection and smart production guid- 
ance of Sam Zimbalist. 

Rooney makes much of his tailor- 
made assignment in the title role. 
He’s a tough kid who comes up to 
ring prominence after accidentally 
killing his friend, the ex-champ, wo 
had started him on the road up. 
There's nothing that’s very original 
with the story but scripting by 
Frederick Hazlitt Brennan has given 
it realistic dialog that pays off. 

Plot develops from time Rooney 
and his sot of a father, James Dunn, 
become a song-and-dance team to 
pad out vaude tour being made by a 
lightweight champion. Through this 
association Rooney moves into the 
ring and after killing his friend ties 
up with a gambler to cash in on his 
fistic prowess. He falls in love with 
the gambier’s daughter and quits the 
ring after a smash battling climax: 

Highlights are “Swanee River” 
soft-shoed by Rooney and Dunn; 
sweet, sentimental courting of 
Rooney and Ann Blyth; and the fis- 
tic finale that features plenty of 
rugged action. In handling of the 
romance Roy Rowland’s direction 
keeps it on a believable plane that 
registers strongly. He is equally at 
home fm pulling all strings to keep 
action high and sentiment on the 
proper hokum level. Only fault is 
overlength in some top sequences, 
notably the finale fight. 

Brian Donlevy gives strong touch 
to the gambler role and Miss Blyth 
gets the most out of every scene. 
Dunn hokes up assignment as the 
drunken actor-father with just the 


| right amount _of overplaying to 
| stress 


“ham” character. Sam 
Levene as the trainer, Tom Tully, 
Mickey Knox, very good as the 
Holden, 
standing out as a fighter, Eve March 
and others turn in sturdy support. 
June Storey, in a single scene, makes 
it register big. 

Sam Zimbalist production values 
are spotlighted by ace lensing of 
Joseph Ruttenberg, the art direction 
and settings. Brog. 


It Had To Be You 


Columbia release of Don 
duction, Stars Ginger Rogers, Cornel 
Wilde; features Percy Waram, Spring By- 
ington, Ron Randel, Thurston Hall, Charles 
Evans, William) Bevan, Frank Orth. Di- 
rected by Don Hartman and Rudolph Mate. 
Screenplay, Norman Panama and Melvin 
Frank; stery, Hartman and Allen Boretz; 
camera, Rifdolph Mate’ and Vincent Farrar: 
editor, Gene Havlick: asst. director, Sam 
Nelson; music, M. W. Stoloff: to the 
producer, Norman Deming. Previewed in 
N. Y., Oct. 17, '47. Running time. 98 MINS, 


Hartman pro- 


asst. 


Victoria Stafford............ Ginger Rogers 
“George” ? ng a 
Johnny Elaine ‘°"*°"******* -Cornel Wilde 
Le err ee ee eee eee Percy Waram 
a ee Spring Byington 
Oliver H. P. Harrington....... Ron Randell 
2.) era Thurston Hell 
ae SN Bee Cree Charles Evans 
a ees ee ee William Bevan 
Conductor Brown.............. Frank Orth 
George Benson......... Harry Hays Morgan 
Mr. Kimberly.......:. ar: Douglas Wood 
Mrs. Kimberly...-.... -. Mary Forbes | 


“It Had to Be You” is farce of the 
broadest genre. There are psy- 
chological and whimsical overtones 
in this comedy and if the customers 
accept it in that idiom they will get 


plenty of bellylaughs. It’s a one- 
woman show for Ginger Rogers 


whose fine sense of comedy is ever 
to the fore; and for that matter, the 
entire cast, from Cornel Wilde, her 
co-star, to the rest of the act, it’s a 
troupers’ delight. Once Rogers-Wilde 
bring them in, it’s certain to please. 

This is one of those fantastic 
comedies which can't be taken dead- 
pan. Critical endorsement and/or 
word-of-mouth will have decided 
influences in certain consumer mar- 


kets. The Columbia studio, which 
has been partial to whimsy and 
fantasy (viz. “Mr. Jordan” and 


“Down to Earth’), was particularly 
adventurous with this one, but as 
Don Hartman & Co. have devised it 
pic it comes off in tiptop manner. As 
with Miss Rogers’ histrionic domi- 
nance, so it is a. one-man Hartman 
undertaking, since he officiates as 
producer, co-director and co-author 
of the original, In turn, his 
director, Rudc!ph Mate, also doubles 
with Vincent 


| Farrar. In fact. somehow this blend | 
of interlocking talents and credits | 


or other 





| the-altar. 


| values especially good. 





Bob Steele, leaped from 








co- | 
| with the bad Nazis. Scott enters the 


school. The male-Cinderella role, 
played by the proud fire laddie and 
quondam Injun, Cornel Wilde, is a 
refreshing idea. The Injun stuff goes 
back into Miss Rogers’ childhood 
when a 6-year-old lad in an Indian 
suit was her first sweetheart. That’s 
been her dreamlover through the 
years, and unwittingly the hurdle 
ee times as she jilts her grooms- 
to-be at the altar. It’s gotten so that 
the No. 4 prospect’s father complains 
that “the boys at the club are laying 
5-1 this one also won’t go through.” 
Miss Rogers sculpts. Returning 
from a Maine hiatus, convinced she 
was going through with it, this 
dream-prince with the Indian sign 
on her is discovered in her compart- 
ment, and from then on it’s a curious 
mixture cf realistic 
psychologic overtones. Confused and 
screwball as it frequently is, the 
identities are always sharp, and be- 
fore long it captures the auditor. 
The laugh results are frequently 
boffo. 
Percy Waram, 


Spring Byington 


/and Thurston Hall are capital as the 


distrait and Ron Randell 


parents, 


| doesn’t over-co his slightly sap as- | 


signment as the No. 4 to-be-jilted-at- 
The rest are likewise ex- 
pert, 

Norman Panama and Melvin Frank 
have written some sprightly dialog 


to match the nicely tempcoed action. ; 


The locales and atmosphere are 
otherwise of a modern: mood and | 
mede to keep everything in a ro- 


mantically appealing groove. Camera 
Abel. 


Christmas Eve 


United Artists release of benedict Bogeaus 
production, Stars Ann Harding, George Raft, 
George Brent, Randolph Seott; features 
Joan Blondell, Virginia Field, Dolores Mo- 
ran, Directed by FRdwin L. Marin. Secreen- 
play, Laurence Stallings, adapted from 
original stories by Stallings, Riehard H. 
Landau camera, Gordon Avil; editor, 
James Smith; music, Heinz Roemheld. 
Tradeshown N. Y., Oct. 28, ’47. Running 
time. 90 MINS, 

Mario.. TIEVitee we ee George Raft 
es 2 hae eye George Brent 
SOMAUHON .. weccccssesocewcas Randolph Scoft 
;. Weererrirs .-»..-Jean Blondel 
i ee ....- Virginia Field 
Jean.. 10» s/ee shiemeed Dolores Moeran 
Aunt Matilda SiS umacede Ann Harding 
Phillip Livéees toes Reginald Denny 
Doctor. an Otiawhen ee Deugla Dumbrille 
Paychologis Terr CRS ate Carl Harbord 
Butler. er shveeeees aoe Benes 
dee. Minton... >. icc cers ewees Clarence Kolbk 
Harriett .-+e..Molly Lamont 
FRI Agent. Mss bo* or:aco ee gee" 
SM TT TES rere Walter Sande 
Cimalat. . .svvccccmdy es sbsseesd 0 Joe Sawyer 
Reichman.. .-- Konstantin Shayne 
Auctioneer.................Andrew Tombes 
er." Wike. sv cvectoos ...-- Claire Whitney 

“Christmas Eve” runs the gamut 
from a sentimental old lady who 


plays with her grownup kids’ elec- | 
tric trains on the dining room table, | 
to the baby- | 


rodeo cowboy, 
racket, to Nazis who es- 
Europe on the prow! 
for their hidden loot. And all that, 
plus much more, in 90 minutes. Re- 
sult of the overcrowded conditions 
is a disjointed picture that will have 
to depend almost entirely on cast 
names for lure. B.o. prospects only 
fair. ; 

“Eve” probably rates first run 
playdates on the basis of its star 
value, if nothing else. Story of three 
orphan boys who've been taken 
under the wing of a rich spinster, 
the picture has George Raft, George 
Brent, Randolph Scott and Ann 
Harding in the four leads. In addi- 
tion, there are Virginia Field, Joan 


fo a- 
adoption 


three vis-a-vis, 


age exhib 
selling. 
Producer Benedict Bogeaus prob- 
ably had something like the episodic 
narration of “Tales of Manhattan” 
in mind when he assigned Laurence 
Stallings to the scripting job. While 


will have to do plenty of 


“Eve” has as much of a story line! 


to tie the enisodes together as did 
“Manhattan,” it’s the individual 
tales themselves that are so widely 
divergent that militate against the 
film’s plausibility. Overflow of 
widely-separated themes will prob- 
ably have the customers scratching 
their heads in confusion long before 
the tale is wrapped up in the last 
reel. 
vote of ‘ranks tor not having left 
any loose ends lying around, even 
though he did take an obvious short- 
cut in reaching the fadeout for sev- 
eral of the characters. 


As the wealthy and eccentric old | 


spinster, Miss Harding is beset by 
her stuffed-shirt nephew, Reginald 
Denny, to let him take over adminis- 
tration of the entire estate. She per- 
suades a_ skeptical but friendly 
judge to desist until Christmas Eve, 


| however, so that she can round up 


her three adopted sons to come to 
her aid. Tale then swings into her 
search for the trio and _ episodic 
stories of their activities since they 


went out to make their own in the 
world. 

Brent is disposed of first as a 
ne’er-do-well playboy who's _ into 
Denny for 75G in rubber checks. 
Raft then takes over as a guy on 


the lam from the FBI. who’s become 
He’s the one who gets tangled up 


slightly 


Tisen 


scene 


who's 


as a 


noatwoale 
mMaimvery 


dipso cowboy 
lured into a hassie 
with a couple of baby racketeers. 
Anyway. they all finally get together 
at the old lady’s mansion on Christ- 





dialog. with | 


| spinster’s role and is seldom believ- 


iin a 
| Nazis, playing the part in his usual | 


|} Screenplay, 





Blondell and Dolores Moran as the | gang which wants the money but the 


respectively. Even! 
with these names, though, the aver- | 


Stailings probably deserves a | 





‘Beware of Pity’ 


“Beware of Pity,” Two Cities 
(J. Arthur Rank) film trade- 
screened by Universal yester- 
day (Tues.) in New York, was 
reviewed by Variety from Lon- 
don, June 12, 1946. Critic Rege, 
terming the film a “sure coin- 
getter for England,” declared it 
“has possibilities for U. S., es- 
pecially in view of cast.” 

Cast includes Lilli Palmer, Sir 
Cedric Hardwicke, Gladys Coo- 
per and Albert Lieven. Story, 
adapted from Stefan Zweig’s 
bestseller of the same title, re- 
volves around a crippled baron- 
ness who falls in love with a 
good-looking lieutenant only to 
learn that his constant attentions 
ale purely sympathetic. When 
the lheutenant finally denies a 
rumored engagement between 
the two, the baroness tragically 
commits suicide. 








old gal’s okay and they all sit down 


to Christmas dinner. Sound con- 
fusing? 
Director Edwin L. Marin must 


have had his hands full in covering 
such a wide range of characters but 
makes out okay in guiding them | 
through their paces. Miss Harding, 
burdened with an ungainly makeup | 
job, throws plenty of corn into her 


able. Raft gets most of the action 


rough-and-tumble with the | 


deadpan. Brent and Scott, plus the 
three ingenues, make out okay with 
their share of the melodramatics. 
Supporting cast, though not stand- 
out, is capable. 

Multiplicity of sets, some of which 





are fairly ornate, indicates Bogeaus | 


must have spent a tidy sum on the 


picture. Technical credits are 


times good and sometimes bad. 
Stal. 


Road io the Big House 
Hollywood, Oct. 28. 


Screen (Guild release of Sumerset - Pic- 
tures; Selwyn Levinson-Wather Colmes 
production, directed by Colmes Features 


John Shelton, Ann Doran, Glinn Williams, 
Diek Bailey, Jove Allen, Jr. Original 
Aubrey Wisberg; camera, Wal- 


tev Strenge: editor, Jason Bernic Pre- 
Viewed Oct, 24, "47. Runuing time, 
74 MINS. 

Se cee Jobn Shetten 
oe ee ne Cee Ann Deran 
PRs 6s bee veg kes Fi vb ecw Guinn Williame 
ee LEE ee Tee ..1 ck Bailey 
PRON hs 65:0 ons bates alee +e joe Allen, Jr. 
Ns 0S ihs'y 0 abe OE A kas aed be tury Mallinson 
Kelvin...... +e. Mddy Fields 
Pravecutor .Walden Boyle 
Mlarvey..... 

Cs rn. vave venus’ aie eee ai Jack Conrad 
Bensou...... ‘7 sccces coscl eres. JOFGAR 
Judee.... : Pi -.»-C. Moentague Shaw 


Drains 
(nse 


Doucette 
Situpsen 


Tohn 
Mickes 


“Road to the Big House” is trite} unlikely that even other typ« 
melodrama, unfolded in uninterest- | 


ing manner. It will get by only as 


filler product for secondary book- 
ings. Production values marshaled 
by Walter Colmes. show a short 


budget and his direction is inept in 
handling melodrama. * 
Story conterns a bank clerk »who 
gets tired of being poor and lifts 
$200,000 from the vault. He hides 
coin and is jailed, figuring on pay- 
ing debt to society and then. getting 
out to enjoy his spoils. He's target 
of other cons in stir who are inter- 
ested in money. There’s an en- 
gineered jail break by an’ outside 


clerk is captured. Finale has him a 
free man without his loot. His wife 
had found the hiding place and re- 
turned it to the bank. 

John Shelton fights his way 
through corny dialog and situations 
to register fairly well. Ann Doran, 
his long-suffering wife, also is hand- 
icapped by triteness of lines in the 
Aubrey Wisberg script. Guinn Wil- 
liams, a con, Dick Bailey, Joe Al- 
len, Jr., Eddy Fields, and others 
get by in support. 

Walter Colmes’ production and di- 
rection doesn’t build interest. Sel- 
vyn Levinson served as associate 
producer on the Somerset Pictures 
production. Lensing by Walter 
Strenge is adequate but film is way 
overlength at 74 minutes. Brog. 


Linda Be Good 
r (SONGS) 
Hollywood, Oct. 25. 





| stick. moves 
| husband and wife in hot water while 


' 


in | 
line with the rest of the film, some- | 





Keith Richards | his present Metopera ticup. 








big help in spotting number of entere 
taining uences. 

Two calypso tunes written and 
sung by Sir Lancelot give scme pep 
to the score... Numbers are “Old 
Woman with the Rolling Pin” and 
“Young Girls of Today.” Miss Wil- 
son sings “My Mother Says I 
Mustn’t,” by Jack Mason. Latter 
also collaborated with Charles Her- 
bert on the title tune. 

Frank McDonald’s direction does 
its best with awkward script by Les- 
lie Vale and George Halasz. Pilot 
has authoress Elyse Knox joining a 
burlesque show to get color for a 
new novel. John Hubbard, her hus- 
band, is out of town and unaware of 
situation. Complications are intro- 
duced when the husband’s boss and 
a friend date Miss Wilson, burley 
strip queen, and Miss Knox. Slap- 
forward to keep the 


identities are mixed. Windup has 
Miss Knox blackmailing the boss 
into giving her husband a vice presi- 
dency so she won't squeal about 
burlesque adventures to his wife. 
Miss Knox and Hubberd are okay 
but it’s Miss 


as husband-wife team 
Wilson who sparks the piece. Gor- 
don Richards, Jack Norton, Ralph 


Sanford, Lenny Bremen, Bryon Foul- 
ger and others make for acceptable 
support. Professor Lamberti spots 
a neat specialty. 

Matty Kemp's production circum- 
vents short budget adequately. 
Camera work by George Robinson 
is good and editing is tight. Brog. 


Elixir of Love 
(TY ALIAN-MADE) 


Film Right Internation. | release of 
Lux Films production Stars Margherita 
Carosio, Riberto Villa, Armando Faleoni. 
Directed by Amleto Bettoni Screenplay, 
l.. Ronelli and G. Spellani: music, Gae- 
tano Donizetti; camera, Seratrice; Mnglish 
titles, Samuel A. Il atlowe At Cinema 
Verdi, N. Y., Oct. 24, °47. Running time, 
85 MENS. 

Adina...... Muarcherita Caresio 
Dr. Duleamara.......... Armando Faleoni 
Areas, Se Carlo Romane 
Notary...... ‘ Luizi Almirante 
Panzanella... .. Silvio Bacolini 


Innkeeper’s wife ..(‘armon Navaseues 


PECUNEGTNDs 045 603 bee vy eee Roberto Villa 
eo? ere TL res Jones Salinas 
DOlOTSR .. 6 ks co ess -.....Pina Renzi 
Don Alvaro.... ’ ..Olinto Cristina 
Innkeeper...... ....(‘laudie Mrmelli 


POORER. n-0.0.0:5 9 02 Livia Minelli 
(In Italian; English Titles) 

Donizetti’s opera, “L’Elisir d’- 
Amore,” is uséd as main support for 
this film, in the form of an exten- 
sive flashback. Voices of opera 
singers Ferrucio Tagliavini and Vin- 
censo Bettoni are used for the chief 
arias sung, with former’s name be- 
ing counted on as a draw because of 
Film, 
however, is slow and static, its oc- 


| casional amusing moments helping 
| to give its simple story the aura of 
1a lavender-and-old-lace 


chromo. 
enthusiasts, it’s 
'e) p- 


Aside from Italian 


era-gvers will go for it. 

Story is the slim one of a travel- 
ing quack who helps a bashful vil- 
lage suitor to win his highstrung 
maid by the aid of a magic potion, 
an “elixir of love.” Quack revisits 
a certain village. to be met by a 
youngster who recalls to the aged 
charlatan the time he brought the 
lad’s parents together years ago. 
Which enables film to flash back 
into the opera setting of “L’Elisir,” 
when the quack helped the lad’s 
father out of pique against the lat- 
ter’s rival, who had crossed the doc. 

Story is dramatized, with the 
principals only occasionally slipping 
into song, to present the opera’s 
well-known arias. Voice dubbing is 
obvious, especially in the case of the 
hero, who is kept half-hidden in 
various shadows, or with his back 
to the camera, while his arias are 
being sung. It’s difficult to tell 
whether leading femme is doing her 
own singing, due to faulty synchron- 
ization, although no femme singer is 
listed in supporting credits, as are 
Tagliavini and Bettoni. 

A bad job of subtitling has been 
done on the film, the titles orcasion- 
ally showing up twice, and some- 
times obviously not being timed 
properly with the original dialog or 
with the action. 

Film has some charm, while the 
singing is good and musie well per- 
formed. Armando Falconi, playing 
the role of the likeable rascal, Dr. 
Dulcamara, gives it a meaty, engag- 
ing portrayal. Margherita Carosio 





PRC release of Matty Kemp production. |is an attractive undecided Adina, 
Stars Elyse Knox, Marie Wilson, John | and Roberto Villa a handsome bash- 
Jubbard; features Gordon | ichards, ouek ful suitor. Carlo Romano as the 
Norton, Ralph Sanford, Sir Laneelot, Pro- |, > ° os 
fessor Lamberji. Directed by Frank Mc- | Draggart Sergeant Belcore, Luigi 
Donald.  Sere*uplay, Leslie Vale, George | Almirante as the notary, Claudio 
Sar Binaries Dick re Hviand, | Ermelli as the innkeeper, are good 
oward arris; camera, George Robinson:4l « 
songs, Charleg Herbert and Jack Mason, support. Bron, 
Sir Lancelot: editor, Norman A. Cerf, FPre- | a 
viewed Oct. 22, '47 R i ime, | 
ig i Running me, | Somlo Vamps Two Cities 
Linda Premtias. .....0ceb sties Flyse Knox 4 
Koger Prentiss.........-++. John Hubbard Leaving St. John on Own 
Margie LaVitte.........-. Muorie Wilsen . 
Sam Thompson.........+.. Gordon Richards London, Oct. 28. . 
Jim Eenffon..........sceee+. Jack Norton Josef Somlo has relinquished his 
agi pf oat arn. — Compton | POSt as joint managing director of 
Heldie MOrgant.....seceeees, Frank Scannel! | Two. Cities Films which he shared 
sit LMBCO1Ot. i... corcccssceses Sir Lancelot | with Earl St. John. 
Sergeant Hrubichka..... .. Lenny Breinen | Firs 10 films we we 1 
Rutler ae. eager Gerald Oliver ‘Smith | irst two ims under new contro 
Myrtle y pase dues Claire Carlton | of St. John will be an adaptation of 
ate "oe dee es Mig ed a Hugh Walpole’s novel, “Mr. Perrin 
Frankie. eeceveeee.s.Futward Gargon {and Mr. Trail,” and a remake of 
Maitre @ hotel. ...cscecteos ....Manl Seroff | ** ss”? ormer vi 
Mrs. Thompson -...Myra McK Rome Express Former will be 


Professor ‘Lambe ti 
“Linda Be Good” 


chuckles in lesser situations to get 


‘ny | directed 


is fair comedy | 


with music that will rate sufficient | 


by Lawrence Huntington, 
Marius Goring and Greta Gynt will 
have chief roles. 

John Paddy Carstairs will direct 





Should give a good account of itself | in future cinematurgy. 

at the boxoffice. Sentimental hoke| “It Had to Be You,” incidentally, 
1S mixed with prize ring action but! points up a thing or two as a Holly- 
never gets too far out of hand by | wood entry. It has a quality which | 
virtue of Roy Rowland’s careful di- | smacks of the best of the French 


“Rome Express,’ with shooting to 
start in January. Albert Lieven will 


the Con- 


mas Eve, where it’s revealed that 
Raft actually took the rap for Denny, 
who's both stupid and dishonest. The | 
judge meets the boys, decides the 


by. It hasn't been too skillfully put 
together and dialog is awkward but : 
trojan efforts of Marie Wilson play- | Probably be signed up for 
ing her dumb chorine character is a rad Veidt part. 


| 
a wealthy cafe op in South America. | 
| 
} 
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must go! 








If there is any fixed star in our constitutional constellation, it is 


that no official, high or petty, can prescribe what shall be ortho- 


dox in politics, nationalism, religion, or other matters of opinion 


or force citizens to confess by word or act their faith therein. 


A STATEMENT FROM THE 


For a full week we have been assailed 
by the calculated fury of men in whose 
minds hearsay becomes the test of 
truth, slander the measure of integrity, 
and perjury the criterion of patriotism. 
All rights of cross-examination have 
been denied to us. Our counsel have 
been ejected or silenced when they 
have sought to speak out in our be- 
half. it has been specifically urged 
upon the committee that we, and all 
others who disagree with its new and 
* degraded standards of Americanism, 
be prevented from working at our 
that we be 
stripped of our citizenship; that we be 


chosen professions, 
exiled to foreign countries; that we be 
handed over to mobs and murdered. 
The committee has approved such 
proposals by commending the patri- 


otism of those who advanced them. 


{Signed} 


Alvah Bessie 
Herbert Biberman 
Berthold Brecht 


Gordon Kahn 
Howard Koch 
Ring Lardner, Jr. 


Beard of Education vs. Burnette 
United States Supreme Court, 1945 


“UNFRIENDLY” WITNESSES 


This unprecedented attack has been 
levelled not only against our rights as 
artists and trade unionists and citi- 
zens, but against the right of every 
American to see, to hear, to read, to 
think, to speak, to assemble, to or- 
ganize, to vote, to act as he wishes 
within the law. After the most search- 
ing consideration of what has hap- 
pened here in Washington, we ore 
forced to the inevitable conclusion 
that the committee has become the 
active and conscious agent of Ameri- 


can Fascism. 


We therefore propose to use every 
legal means within our power to de- 
stroy this evil thing which calls itself 
the House Committee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities and to put on end, 
once and for all, to the uncontrolled 


tyranny for which it stonds. 


larry Porks 
Irving Pichel 
Robert Rossen 











lester Cole John Howard Lawson Waldo Salt 
Richord Collins Albert Maltz Adrion Scott 
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to abolish the House 
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Arts, Sciences and Professions Council of 
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oftsmen now facing the 
Rankin Committee. 
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HONORARY CHAIRMAN 
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Nerman Corwin 
John Cromwell 
Bartley C. Crum 
Dr. Marshall Dimock 
Hannah Dorner 


CO-CHAIRMEN 
Robert w. Kenny 
Frank Kingdon 
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Can't See ‘Little H'wood’ in Aussie 
Resulting From 30% Coin Holdback 








Sydney, Oct. 16. + 


Despite the pact between U. S. 
Alm companies and the Australian 
government about aid to local film 
preduction via that 30% distribution 
revenue holdback, an impartial sur- 
vey indicates that there is sinall 
chance of American companies set- 
ting up picture production here for 





a long time, if ever, It’s figured ihat 
the 30% rental coin temporary 
freeze will amount to about $2 000,- 
000 annually. 

U. S. film companies fully realize 
that any full-scale feature film inak- 
ing down here would entajl ship- 
ping of up-to-date equipment, possi- 
bly 
ching of talent before the first | 
scene could be shot. Yank com- | 


panies always have avoided going in 
for Aussie production for that very 
reason. 

They also realiz2 that once siaried 
it would have to be carried on in- | 
definitely in order to break even on 
the initial production outlay. There's | 
also the angle of the precedent it | 
would set since it would undoubt- 
edly bring demands from’ other 
countries that VU. S 
launch full-scale 
their lands. 


There’s hardly one modern studio 


in Australia today. Cinesound- 
Pagewood, operated by J. Arthur 
Rank-Norman B. Rydge _ interests, 


halted production as soon as the 
British government invoked that 
75% tax since this impost would 
cover pictures made in_ Aussie. 


edly is heartily in favor of making 
pictures here and ready to spend 
heavy coin for technical equipment 
and talent, it’s economically un- 
sound right now. Rydge, who is 
rated a shrewd business man both 
in the Australian film industry and 
other business down here, naturally 
is watching the purse-strings on any 
extensive production just now since 
th® new British tax is rated too 
much of problem to hurdle. 


Obviously, any pictures made | 
down here by U. S. companies also | 
would come under the 75% British 
tax handicap. 


LONDON SEES SURE BET 
IN ‘STARLIGHT ROOF’ 


London, Oct. 28. 

Looking like a surefire success, 
“Starlight Roof,’ a lavish twice- 
nightly revue, bowed at the Hippo- 
drome Thursday (23). As produced 
by Val Parnell and Robert Nesbitt, 
show is a pleasant and engaging 
mixture with one of its stars, Vic 
Oliver, in his best form in years. 
Pat Kirkwood is a welcome return 
from Hollywood but Fred Emney’s 
comedy material needs strengthen- 
ing. Especially radiant is 12-year- 
old Julie Andrews, daughter of the 
Canadian vaude team of Ed. and 
Barbara Andrews, who outshone the 
stars opening night in a prima donna 
debut. 

Wally Boag scores as the balloon 








| ganization 
| the most successful show could run 
|in the West End or anywhere else 


) : | cial productions and those ventures 
building new studios ard im-| backed by the tax-free Arts Council, 


| tax would up this bite to at least 


| squawked against 


proguesss | " 
film-making in 
Burma, Eire 





bugler, while blonde Hollywood 
dancer Barbara Perry and American 
ballerina Marilyn Hightower also 
rate acclaim. Michael Bentine, a 
new British comedy discovery, reg- 
isters with a novel act. Music is by 
George Melachrino, who also leads 
the Starlight orchestra, while Eric 
Maschwitz authored some of the 


lyrics. Latter collabed with Matt 
Brooks on the sketches. Nesbitt 


Staged and Joan Davis handled the 
dance arrangements. 

In the only other opening of the 
week. “All Over the Town” preemed 
at the Playhouse theatre last Tues- 
day (21). Piece is an entertaining 
newspaper comedy by R. F. Delder- 


field, who authored the successful | 





“Worm’s Eye View,” now in its 26th | 
week, Play, although well acted and | 


well received, is unlikely to repeat 
the lengthy run of “Worm’s.” 


Italy Puts U.S. Pix Funds 
In Special Category 


Rome, Oct. 28. 

Frank McCarthy, European repre- 
sentative for the Motion Picture 
Assn. has obtained concession from 
the Italian tax commission exempt- 
ing American picture funds from the 
4%, patrimony tax levied last No- 
vember. 

Tax covers all capital in Italy, but 
frozen U. S. funds have been put 
ilo special category. 





London Legit Protests 
Proposed Tax Boost 


London, Oct. 21. 
Theatrical Managers Assn. is con- 
sidering sending a deputation to 
Chancellor of the Exchequer Hugh 
Dalton to protest a proposed boost 
in the legit entertainment tax. Or- 
contends that not even 





if the present impost is hiked. Any 
increases would also tend to widen 
the gap between ordinary commer- 





Currently, top seat tariffs in the 
West End are about $2.75. Any new 
$3.25. Patrons have already 
some _ theatres 
which have abolished their gallery 
and made the upper circle their 
cheapest seats at 75c. In the event | 
of a heavier tax theatregoers would 
find themselves forking over at least 


a minimum of $1.20 for admission. 








Add to Freeze 


With more and more _ business 
being lost as a result of Great Brit- 
ain’s erackdown, not only in England | 
but in countries under British rule, 
American film company foreign 
chiefs this week are trying to single 
out just what foreign lands today | 
don’t have some sort of coin freeze | 
or ther restriction, 

Foreign toppers were informed 
that no permits to import pictures 
into Burma are being allowed by 
the new Burmese government. No 
remittances are coming out of the 
country either. This is another part 
of the British Empire, While not a 
big market, it is merely another loss 
to be chalked up on the dwindling 
foreign account side of the ledger. 

It was also revealed in N. Y. that 
Ireland was tied up on U. S. films 
just as much as England. American 
distributors find they can’t ship to 
Ireland since that part of the Brit- 
ish Isles in unable to pay except 
through the British treasury. How- 
ever, Yank distribs are geiting 
money out on old shipments already 
in Ireland. 

Recap by foreign chiefs this week 
reveals that even in. Latin-America 
only Mexico, Puerto Rico, Cuba, 
Panama, Venezuela and Colombia 
currently freely remit coin on busi- 
ness done by American companies in 
that market. Restrictions of one 
sort or other prevail in all other 
Latin-American countries. 

Brazil at present remits most of | 
rental money but in recent months | 
it has been at a spasmodic rate, 


PARIS LEGIT GETS OKAY 


ON 337 TILT ON TIX) 


Paris, Oct. 23. 

The Prefect of Police has author- | 
ized legit managers to tilt admissions ' 
from 15% to 33%, according to the | 
kind of show. Top increase is for 
revues such as Folies Bergere, with | 
a 400"franc ($3.20) ceiling. Straight | 
comedy only gets a 15% increase 
while vaude gets 20%. 

Cost of operating theatres is in- | 
creasing to such an extent that | 
managers complain that they barely | 
cover expenses. Current raise of all 
salaries by 11% is already deemed 
insufficient against high cost of liv- 
ing and most unions are insisting on 
a 57% increase on current level. 

The transportation strike which 
blanketed Paris during the Sunday | 
(19) weekend for four days affected | 
showbiz variously according to the | 














type of house. On the Champs | 
Elysees it) was a _ practical snafu, 
| class patronage refusing to walk | 
there and back. Nabes were far | 


less affected, as shown by the Gau- 


mont and Rex, both playing “Best 
Years” for the third week, register- 


ing together over .20,000 admissions 


i cember. 


on Sunday (19) against 
the first stanza’s Sunday. 


22.000 for 


Edelstein’s Par Post 
Paris, Oct. 28. | 
Richard Edelstein has been named 
to succeed Louis Lazar as head of 
Paramount's continental theatres. 


Lazar returns to New York in De- 
i 


Maas’ 8-Week Junket 


Irving Maas, vice-prexy and gen- 
eral manager of Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn., leaves Friday (31) for 
an eight-week global junket cover- 
ing MPEA territories. Itinerary will 
take him first to the Orient for in- 
spection of the MPEA’s offices in 
Tokyo, Seoul and Batavia. 

While in Berlin, Maas expects to 
hold confabs with American Mili- 
tary Government officials with a 
view to expediting transfer of film 
distribution conirols to MPEA, 





Ttalo Activity 


Up 50% Due To 
US. Pixer Influx 


Recent trend of Hollywood film- 
makers to produce in Italy has re- 


sulted in a 50% increase in studio 
activity there, according to Emil 
| Lustig, exec-veepee of the newly 


| Organized Westport - International 


Films, Inc. 
week 


Just back from a seven- 
junket to Paris, Rome and 


Prague, the foreign film distributor | 


pointed out that there were other 
advantages in making pix there 
aside from utilizing blocked remit- 
tances. 

Beauty of current Italian produc- 
tion, Lustig declared, lies in_ its 


cheap labor and ample studio facili- | 
ties, along with a 16% cash rebate | 


given producers by the Italian gov- 
ernment on domestic grosses of their 
Italian-made films: 

In his recent trip Lustig acquired 
the U. S. distribution rights to four 
French and Italian films and has 
options on three others. Pix already 
pacted include the Annabella star- 
rer, “My Name Was Lili,” Which 
will be dubbed into English in 
France. Produced this year ‘by 
Francilex, the picture will be re- 
leased in the U. S. as “Lili.” His 
other French purchase was “Le 
Corbeau,” made during the occupa- 
tion. Italian buys are “Prelude 
d’Amour” (“Prelude to Love”) and 
“The Wandering Jew,” directed by 
Geoffredo Alessendrini. 

Tuwning to French production 
difficulties, Lustig said that - costs 
have leaped more than 100% in com- 
parision with 1936, French film men 
also find financing a knotty problem 
chiefly because they have lost a 
large portion of the European 
market as far as distribution is con- 
cerned. Most of eastern Europe is 
under the Russian sphere and then, 
too, Britain has been written off 
since the advent of the ad valorem 
tax. In addition, French producers 
contend with labor unrest and 
electricity is apt to be shut off at 
any hour of the day. 

Nationalization of the Czech. film 
industry has created a paradox, 
Lustig observed: The government 
invited him to produce there and is 
interested in turning some of its 
facilities over to foreign filmmakers. 
But despite the fact that the Bar- 


andorf studio in Prague is the 
largest and most modern in ali 
Europe, the situation there is im- 
possible, Lustig declared. Chief 


damper on the interest-of foreign | 
film men is the strict regimentation | 


of artists and technicians by 
state. 


the 








Current London Shows 


London, Oct. 28. 

(Figure shows weeks of run) 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’sm (21). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (27). 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick (46). 


“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (9). 
“Crime of Foley,” Comedy (16). 
“Deep Are Roots,” Criter'n (46). 
“Dr. Angelus,” Phoenix (13). 

“Du Barry,” Princess (3). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (22). 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” Palace (2). 
“Fly Away Peter,” Fortune (12). 
“Girl Quite,” St. Mariin’s (10). 
“Here There,” Palladium (30). 
“Life With Father,” Savoy (21). 
“Linden Tree,” Duchess (11). 
“Man in Street”, St. James (3). 
“Never Can Tell,” Wynd. (4). 
“Noose,” Saville (19). 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly 
“Oklahoma!,” Drury Lane (26). 
“One, Two, Three,” Yorks (7). 
“Peace In Our Time,” Aldw'h (12). 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales (33) 
“Present Laughter,” Haym’kt (28) 
“Separate Rooms,” Strand’ (10). 
‘Sweetest Lowest,” Ambass. (78). 
“Together Again,” Vic Palace (28). 
‘ Trespass,” Apollo (15). 
“Tuppence,” Globe (3). 
“Woims View”, Whitehall 


(22). 


(26). 


Exhibs Map Trans-Canada Drive To © 
Nix 207, Amuse. Tax as War Measure 





| Budapest Hands Out 
First Legit Oscars 


Budapest, Oct, 15. 
First awards of the Hungarian 
Artistic Council for outstanding act- 
ing in legit went to Laszlo Keleti 
for his performance as Kit Carson 
in William Saroyan’s “Time of Your 


(about $°5) 
the Zoltan 


and is 


Tildy Artistic Fund, 





public. 

Award is based on a report of a 
committee of the Council which 
| covers all shows. Prizes to deserv- 
ing thespians are expected to con- 
tinue as a permanent policy of the 
Council. Prior to turning to drama 
Keleti was a comic. He _ switched 
last year when he appeared in J. B. 


| Priestley’s “Unknown City.” Miss 
| Sulyok is a veteran Shakespearean 
actress. 





Lire Takes Huge 


Bite in Taxes 


Dublin, Oct. 21. 

Within six months of hiking tax 
bite on cinema exhibs in Eire, 
Finance Minister Frank Aiken has 
announced his decision to take an- 
other bite. As from 
next, the tax on admissions to cine- 
mas in Eire will be upped very con- 
siderably; the last raise—the first 
in 10 years—only became effective 
in mid-August, 

In his Supplementary Budget state- 
ment Aiken announced the raising 
of the present 60c. seat—the current 
top price in Dublin firstrun houses— 
to $1. This will have the effect of 
giving the government 60c of every 
| dollar seat sold in the house, 

Exhibs are putting up a squawk 
through the Theatre and Cinema 
Assn., sending representatives to 
plead with Finance Dept. officials 
this week. Reception was somewhat 
stony but officials promised to con- 





sider alternative scales to be sub- 
mitted by the association. Spokes- 
men of exhibs, however, are -not 


hopeful of any appreciable change in 
the tax scale and are already con- 
sidering what adjustments must be 
made in admission prices. 

Never before in the history of 
cinema entertainment has the price 
been as high as the 60c level and 
there has been an undoubted falling- 
off in the number of admissions to 
the high-priced seats. It is difficult 
to tell, however, just how far the 
falling-off is due to the higher 
prices because there has been a road 
transport strike and virtually un- 
broken fine weather since the new 
level was introduced Aug. 15. 

One government spokesman, Min- 
|ister for Industry and Commierce 
| Sean Lemass, is being severely criti- 
cized for a remark in the Dail 
(House of Representatives) for say- 
‘ing that the current level of taxation 
has not taken a “yard off ‘the 
queues.” 


‘BORN’ OUT IN FRONT 
IN STOCKHOLM LEGIT 


Stockholm, Oct. 17. 

Five foreign plays are currently 
heading the Swedish legit season. 
Best b.o. success in many years is 
Garson Kanin’s “Born Yesterday.” 
Produced at the Nya Teatern here, 
it draws capacity audiences nightly. 
| Stars of the piece are Gunn Wall- 
gren and Sven Lindberg, while Per- 
' Axel Branner directed. 

Other plays doing well are “Lady 
Windermere’s Fan” at the Vasa the- 
atre: “Playboy of the Western 
World” at the Royal Dramatical 
Theatre; “Cyrano de Bergerac” at 
the Oscars, and a British operetta, 
“Me and My Gal,” at the Southern. 


Mex Bank Helps Pix 


Mexico City, Oct. 21. 

+ tune of $11,019,887.81 (Mex) (about 

$2,204,000 U.S.), this year up to Sept. 

30 from its own bank, the Banco 

Nacional Cinematografico. 
Government recently reorganized 

‘jt and made it a national bank. 














vr 


Life,” and Maria Sulyok who re- 
cently played Hippia in Imre | 
Madach’s “The Tragedy of Man.” ! 


Each prize amounts to 1,000 forints | 
contributed by 


named for the President of the Re- | 


mid-January | 


In the belief that the current 20% 
federal amusement tax on filmhouse 
admissions was a ‘wartime emer- 
gency measure, exhibitor associa- 
tions have started a trans-Canada 
drive to have the tax elminated in 
the forthcoming federal budget now 
being prepared for announcement 
next March. 

Lead was taken at annual meeting 
| here of otion Picture Theatres 
Assn. of Ontario, representing 325 
chain and independent houses in this 
| province, when a resolution to this 





| effect was unanimously carried and 
then forwarded to Minister of 

Finance D. C. Abbott. Unfortunate- 
| ly, as pointed out by Morris Stein, 
Famous Players Canadian executive, 
there is no national association of 
exhibitors in Canada, although each 
of the nine provinces has its. own 
member group. 

Important meetings of these sep- 
arate exhibitor associations from 
coast to coast are now being held 
on premise that the time has come 
to remove the 20% amusement tax 
and intimations were that the other 
eight provinces, particularly Que- 
bec, will swiftly fall into line with 
the Ontario action. 

In seeking elimination of this tax 
at the earliest pdssible date, the 
MPTAO resolution pointed out that 
the wartime emergency tax was be- 
yond what any government could 
reasonably expect its citizens to pay 
in peacetime. Also that the tax was 
| levied for the prosecuting of the war, 
| that the national emergency has 
ceased to exist and present living 
conditions make the tax increasingly 
| Onerous. Film entertainment, name- 
ly, is an essential part of the life of 
the people and should not be unduly 
restricted by a discriminatory tax 
which affects people in the smaller 
intome brackets. 

N. A. Taylor, president of 20th 
Century Theatres, told the meeting 
that theatre rates for copyright 
music will not be increased during 
1948, according to current negotia- 
tions with the Composers, Authors 
Ho Publishers Assn. of Canada. 








However, these may be increased 
400 to 500% the following year by 
CAPAC. Present annual tariff gives 
| CAPAC approximately $70,000 a 
year but it’s pointed out that no 
change has been made in rale sched- 
ule by CAPAC since 1936. This is 
also one reason for getting rid of 
the federal 20% amusement tax. 


UA-Distrib Argentine . 
Film’s World Preem In 
Brazil Sets Precedent 


World preem of the United Artists 
distributed Argentine film, “Mirad 
Los Lirios del Campo,” held Monday 
(27) at Porto Alegre, Brazil, marks 
a precedent inasmuch as its re- 
portedly the first time an Argentine 
picture, released by an American 
company, has had its initial screen- 
ing in Brazil. Decision to open 
*“Mirad” in Porto Alegre was a nat- 
ural exploitation move since the 
city is the birthplace and home of 
novelist Erico Verissimo upon whose 
bestseller the film.is based. 

Produced by Manuel Pena Rodri- 
quez, “Mirad” is the first of five 
Argentine-made pictures which UA 
will distribute throughout Latin 
America, Special print of the film, 
with Brazilian titles, was used for 
the preem. Much fanfare marked 
the opening with Brazilian govern- 
ment officials, Argentine film stars 
and execs as well as a horde of 
flacks on hand for the festivities. 
English translation of the Verissimo 
novel, incidentally, was published in 
ithe U. S. last April under the title, 
'“Consider the Lilies of the Field.” 











‘Vet Norwegian Distrib 
Firm Going Out of Biz 


Oslo, Oct. 15. 

Bio-Film-Compagni, one of Nor- 
way’s oldest distributing companies, 
having been founded in 1913, is dis- 
solving soon. Firm recently hand- 
‘led bookings on some six Swedish 
| films as well as a half dozen U. S. 
reissues, all produced by Sol Lesser 
before the war for RKO. 
@ Bio's product in the future will 
be distributed by the AS Fotorama 
'Co. and the Merkur Fitm Co. 
Fotorama, founded in 1911. is the 
country’s oldest film company. Out 
of business during the German oc- 
cupation, it reopened early this 
year. Firm represents Monogram 
| Pictures and Swedish Europa Film. 








Toronto, Oct. 28. ~ 
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ardize for the profits, no matter how 
high they promise to be, of a single 
picture. 

Cardinal Speliman’s 2d Nix 

Effect of a “condemned” classifica- 
tion is usually to hypo biz in those 
cities where an exhib chooses to 
flaunt Catholic pressure. In this 
case, however, 20th faces not only 
the “C” rating, but’ specific word 
from Cardinal Spellman of New 
York. He declared in a letter to 
pastors in his archdiocese, read at 
all masses Sunday (26): “I advise 
that Catholics may not see this pro- 
duction with a safe conscience.” 

Only once before had the Cardinal 
singled out a film for such condem- 
nation. In November, 1941, he de- 
nounced Metro’s Greta Garbo 
starrer, “The Two-Faced Woman.” 

David O. Selznick, confronted | 
early this year with the same prob- | 
lem that now faces Fox, took a much 
more conciliatory attitude. As a 
matter of fact, with an investment 
and advertising on 
“Duel in the Sun” of upwards of 
$7,000,000, he was completely con- 
trite. He came to New York and 
went into lengthy huddles with 
L. of D. execs, making all the} 
changes they requested. “Duel,” as a | 
result, got a passable rating. 

On the other hand, Spyros Skouras, 
20th’s prexy, issued a statement de- 
claring: “I must disagree very firmly 
with and protest as unfair and harsh 
the position taken by the Legion of 
Decency that ‘Forever Amber’ is a} 
‘glorification of immorality and 
licentiousness’ . . . I believe it (the | 
Legion) has erred in taking an ex- | 
treme stand in this instance and that | 
the final verdict must come from 
the public.” 

Skouras’ Stance 

Skouras’ firmness undoubtedly fol- 
lowed huddiles with or representa- 
tions to Legion execs. Apparently, 
latter feel that no quantity of cuts 
could bring the film into the pale, 
because of the inherent nature of the 
yarn. That’s indicated in the word- 
ing of the reason given for the “C” 
rating: “This film in the nature of 
the story it tells and the manner in 
which the behavior of the central 
character is presented constitutes a 
glorification of immorality and 
licentiousness.” 

Pic has a seal from Joe Breen’s 
Production Code Administration and 
has been okayed by the censor 
boards in six of the seven states that 
maintain such bodies. They are 
New York, Ohio, Virginia, Maryland, 
Pennsylvania and Massachusetts. Ac- 
tion is awaited in Kansas. Local 
censors have let.it go in Memphis, 
Chicago and Milwaukee. License 
was withheld by the police theatri- 
cal censor in Providence, where 
“Amber” was scheduled to unveil 
last Thursday (23). 

A secondary effect of the Legion's 
kayo, of course, is te make doubly 
alert and cautious the censoring or- 
Ranizations of those areas which 
have not already given approval. 
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Hub Future Uncertain 

Bosion, Oct. 28. 
_ Considerable speculation on the 
_ future of the film “Forever Amber” 
here as result of special request by 
the Boston city censor for a pre- 
view this week. Fact it has been 
condemned by the Catholic National 
Legion of Decency, and attacked by 
Cardinal Spellman, points to plenty 
of trouble in this largely Catholic 
center. 

In novel form “Forever Amber” 
figured in a sensational Mass. Su- 
preme Court case last May. It was 
cleared of obscenity charge by 
Judge Frank J. Donahue, who ruled 
the besiselier was a “soporific rather 
than an aphrodisiac.” Ruling paved 
the way for a revision of Massachu- 
setts procedure in book censorship, 
resulting in books themselves being 
prosecuted, not the booksellers. 

Formerly booksellers, afraid to 
tangle with the bluenoses, got to- 
gether and banned books tacitly of 
their own accord. Resulting slogan 
“banned in Boston” really meant the 
books had not been officially banned 
at all, merely prevented from reach- 
ing the bookstalls by the sellers 
themselves. 





Northwest Protests 


Minneapolis, Oct. 28. 

Protestant ministerial groups» in 
Fargo, N. D. and Winona and 
Rochester, Minn., have protested to 
the Minnesota Amus. €o. against 
showing of “Forever Amber.” Com- 
pany replied it would be impractical 
to call off engagements already un- 
der way. City officials also have 
refused to interfere. Picture is do- 








‘C’ Rating On ‘Amber’ 


Continued from page 5 








ing big business throughout terri- 
tory. Newspaper reviewers here are 
finding it inoffensive. 

Rolly Hill, onetime Minneapolis 
mayoralty candidate on wide-open 
town platform and now pvesident 
of a motion picture research so- 
ciety in Hollywood, is here trying 
to -get Archbishop Murray of this 
Catholic diocese to condemn “Am- 
ber” and to back up his plan to 
set up a registry system for filmdom 
divorces. Hill would ban stars who 
take marriage vows “too. lightly” 
and would campaign to halt casting 
of George Raft as a priest in a 
forthcoming picture. 





Indpls. Squawk 

Indianapolis, Oct. 28. 
“Forever Amber” 
standees here Thursday (23) de- 
spite effort by Legion of Decency 
to have city authorities prevent 
showing in Indianapolis. Msgr. Hen- 
ry, F. Dugan, executive secretary 
of Legion in Indianapolis archdi- 
ocese, wrote letter to Mayor Denny 
asking that action be taken. Denny 
referred matter to corporation 
counsel, who replied city has no 

statute enabling him to intervene. 
Msgr. Dugan also wrote to Dem- 
ocratic and Republican mayoralty 
candidates in November elections 


asking them what steps they would 
take should the 
the future. 


situation arise in 








Balahan Sees 
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ly, the loss of even 10% in grosses 
spells a 40% in net. 

“A recent analysis showed us,” 
Balaban explained, “that whereas 
the average negative cost of Para- 
mount films was $486,000 six years 
ago, they’re now at an alltime high 
of $2,200,000. In all fairness, I want 
to qualify that statement by conced- 
ing that we then made some B’s and 
we don’t any more. Without the B’s, 
six years ago, our overage costs 
wouldn’t have exceeded $600,000- 
$700,600.’ 

Referring to the climb in costs in 
48 and the impossibility of immedi- 
ately improving the profit potential 
of films, Balaban emphasized re- 
peatedly industry practices which 
made mandatory a two-year stretch 
between scripting and casting teeoff 
on a film and its complete amortiza- 
tion. He noted the period required 
preliminary to shooting; the time 
stretch for lensing; the three months 
or so for cutting, editing and setting 
up the pre-selling campaign; and the 
18 months allotted to distribution. 
Hence, films released next year were 
budgeted two years prior and long 
before the British crisis spurred 
economy efforts. 

“Even now, Balaban declared, 
“there are too many who aren't put- 
ting their houses in order. There 
are many content, in face of the sit- 
uation, to coast along. And if there’s 
one certainty, it’s that those neg- 
lecting to economize are going to 
feel it. They’ll find themselves ex- 
hausting their cash reserves and 
their bank credits to boot. In this 
industry, you must act promptly te 
meet exigencies or else the conse- 
quences are certain.’ 

Because scripts and casting were 
complete on productions slated for 
early shooting, there’s been a neces- 
sary 90-day hiatus-between the Brit- 
ish crisis and Paramount’s revamp- 
ing of budget expenses at the studio, 
according to Balaban. “Yes, we can 
cut down the shooting time a bit and 
save a little here and there, but the 
main costs have been fixed so far in 
advance that the company hasn't 
been able to do too much with them.” 

Fixing his sights on the conten- 
tion current in some trade circles, 
that Hollywood should have pre- 
viously and can still make pix at a 
cost which would net them a fair 
profit in the domestic market alone, 
Par’s prexy said: 

“If there’s one point where that 
argument becomes a bit thin, it’s in 
the fact it ignores the tremendous 
pyramiding of costs which took 
place in recent years. We must work 
at the base of these costs but reduc- 
tions will be necessarily slow. Be- 
cause of the two-year lapse between 
planning and amortization, we can’t 
count on having an immediate stock 
of films for the domestic market 
| alone. 

“There's a tremendous leverage in 
this business. Everything is fine 














when the companies are amortizing 
| their product on a rising market. 
|; But we're playing with different 


opened to | 


Rank’s ‘Un-Am.’ Parlay 
Trade press reps at the screen- 
ing Monday (27) in New York 
of J. Arthur Rank’s new “So 
Well Remembered” (RKO), 
wondered if the British pro- 
ducer had somehow anticipated 
the results of Congressional un- 
American Activities Committee 
hearings on alleged Communist 
influence in Hollywood. It 
looked almost as if Rank had 
decided to make a_ publicity 
parlay of persons named in the 
. probe. 

There was audible comment 
among the reviewers as the pic- 
ture’s screen credits listed 
Adrian Scott as producer, Ed- 
ward Dmytryk, director; John 
Paxton, scenarist, and Hanns 
Eisler, composer. All are among 
those recently mentioned by the 
Thomas committee. 











Probe Tactics 
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ture—and the industry’s in making 
a case against the committee—that 
record was thrown at them every 
time they showed signs of stalling. 
Tactics originally appeared to be 
to keep the probers focused on a 
few pictures and a small group of 
writers, who could be disclaimed, 
and thus keep the rest of the in- 
dustry unsullied. It quickly became 
evident that that wasn’t working and 
ail Hollywood was being smeared, 
Industry’s About-Face 
As a result, there’s been a shift to 
attacking the committee itself, fol- 
lowing McNutt’s lead. Johnston, in a 
statement to the press Sunday (26), 
which was reprinted in full-page 
newspaper ads by the MPA Mon- 
day, and in his testimony that day 
tsmacked the tactics of the Thomas 
group. 
A peculiar aspect of the industry's 
attitude, so far as newspaper cor- 
respondents and spectators in the 
hearing room were concerned, was 
the apparent coldness between the 
official MPA side and the so-called 
“19 unfriendly witnesses,” as well 
as the contingent of players and 
execs who came to Washington from 
Hollywood Monday. The strained re- 
lationship was perfectly understand- 
able, of course, in light of the back- 
ground. The 19 included “suspected 
Commies” and the others were con- 
sidered friends of theirs, so the in- 
dustry was disassociating itself from 
them, although bo‘n groups opposed 
the committee. 

Comparison between McNutt and 
Wendell Willkie, who served so bril- 
liantly as counsel in the 1841 probe, 
is as inevitable as the comparison 
of strategy. Actually, no fair con- 
trasting of McNutt and Willkie is 
possible; since McNutt is rigidly re- 
stricted by the committee to sideline 
activity, with no opportunity to put 
on a show. The only chance he gets 
to say anything publicly is when re- 
porters crowd around him after the 
hearings. In those sessions, if they 
can be used as any criteria, he shows 
little of the drive and vigor and 
deep feeling for-civil liberties that 
made Willkie the dominating figure 
at the pre-Pearl Harbor sessions. 


B’way and H’ wood. 
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there’s seldom been an idea of any 
kind.” 

Earlier Saturday, Albert Maltz, 
Ring Lardner, Jr., Richard Collins, 
Larry Parks, Kenny, radio producer 
Robert Lewis Shayon, Paul Robeson, 
Kingdon and commentator J. Ray- 
mond Walsh led a counter-attack 
against the probe, pointing out its al- 
ieged attempt to quash free thought 
regiment the arts and impose “fas- 
cist” forms on American life. Lard- 
ner declared that “we're already sub- 
ject to censorship, which is partially 
responsible for the insipid arti- 
ficiality of so many of our pictures.” 
He added that “when J. Parnell 
Thomas is given the right of script 
approval, any resemblance to Ameri- 
can life or democratic notions will 
be strictly an oversight.” 





Defer B-K Answers 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 

Balaban & Katz, pic house chain 
here, and the major distributors 
have until Nov. 6 to answer charges 
of nabe house, DeLuxe, that B&K 
and majors had conspired to set 
minimum prices and establish pre- 
ferred booking practices. Time ex- 
tension was granted in federal dis- 
trict court last. week. 

Nabe, besides seeking damages, is 





|chips now. The market is declining, 
‘but the costs remain high.” 


asking for an injunction against “un- 
ifair” practices. 





Montgomery, Murphy And 
Reagan’s Fine Impressions 
Washington, Oct. 28. 

It took a trio of actors last week 
to lend some balance to the testi- 
mony piling up in the Hollywood 
Commie probe. With the impression 
mounting that half a dozen people in 
the film colony and the Un-Ameri- 
can Activities Committee were all 
that stood between the industry and 
its absorption by Moscow, Robert 
Montgomery, George Murphy and 
Ronald Reagan presented a thor- 


oughly balanced view for the first 
time. 3 

Making a deep impression upon 
the committee with their sincerity, 
they brought the message that Holly- 
wood is mostly a place where a lot 
of real Americans work and live and 
that there are a few Reds among 
them but that these are kept pretty 
much @nder control. It actually may 
have been a turning point of the 
-hearings, for even the committee got 
a new impression of what went or 
in the celluloid colony. 


Still the House Committee was not 
theroughly sold. It said to Murphy, 
“It is fortunate for the American film 
industry that a group of you fellows 
are out there who had the courage 
of your convictions and stood up and 
fought for what is right.” 

“Don’t forget,” retorted Murphy, 
“we have the backing of the large 
majority of our members.” Reagan 
also expressed his “great pride in 
the film industry.” All in all, the 


trio expressed, for the first time 
during the sessions, a real faith in 
the industry and place in which they 
worked. 








Rodgers Discusses 
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pulling power in several test engage- 
ments, requests for bookings rolied 
in so fast that Metro was forced to 
ask Techni for 50 more prints. To 
get these, Rodgers said it was neces- 
sary to settle for 78 prints less on 
“Yearling.” Company then needed 
an additional 100 prints on “GWTW” 
and so was forced to compromise 
again by deferring release of a new 
Techni picture for five months. 


Commenting on biz in general, 
Rodgers said it depends on each 
picture and the section in which it 
plays. He noted that “Yearling,” 
despite its poor record in key city 
first runs, was ¢leaning up in the 
smaller situations and eventually 
might rank second only to “GWTW” 
as Metro’s all-time top grosser. He 
also gave a nod to exhibs, declaring 
their expressed desire to hop back 
on the showmanship bandwagon with 
both feet is an “encouraging” sign. 


Rodgers reiterated previous de- 
nials of a wholesale cut in Metro’s 
domestic sales staff. Conceding he’d 
laid off about 25 salesmen through- 
out the country, the M-G exec de- 
clared this was strictly an endeavor 
to streamliné the domestic opera- 
tion and had nothing to do with gen- 
eral worldwide market conditions. 
He pointed out that Metro now has 
about 7,000 accounts that pay the 
company only $50 or less on each 
picture and about 3,000 of these pay 
$25 or less. “It would be economi- 
cal. suicide,” he said, “to send a 
salesman out to sell one picture at a 
time to each such exhibitor.” 


Rodgers definitely ruled out the 
possibility of selling via mail order, 
however. Even if field salesmen 
don't do too much soliciting of biz, he 
declared, it’s still necessary for them 
to huddle periodically with exhibs 
on mutual exhibition-distribution 
problems. Before 2 salesmen EOeS 


out on the roac now, though, he 
waits until there are enough films 
available to make his trip worth- 
while. 









Weher Denies 
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was not in fact sold through me or 
the William Morris Agency, is ap- 
pearing in the January issue of Air 
Trails magazine and in a condensed 
version in Reader's Digest for that 
month.” 

Weber's affidavit was buttressed 
by a similar document from Helen 
Strauss, head of the N. Y. Morris 
office literary dept. Miss Strauss 
described her association with Chal- 
mers and his manager, Frank 
Nichols. She declared that Good- 
lin’s material consisted of general- 
ized statements which had no re- 
lationship with supersonic flight. 





Collier's magazine subsequently 






Nabes Hit 
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Wore Tights,” while strong in most 
key city first runs, also outstripped 
the keys when it got to the smaller 
towns, and there are instances of 
several other pictures that have 
acted in the same way. In addi- 
tion, it’s noted that very few pic- 
tures are running as long in the 
keys as they used to, whereas biz 
in subsequent rum houses and the 
small towns is on the increase. 


Bypass Higher Prices? 


Majors are reluctant to hazard a 
guess on why this situation has 
come about, It’s been suggested that 
the public, in shopping for enter. 
tainment, might have become averse 
to paying the high admission prices 
usually charged by the big first run 
houses. In answer to this, however, 
its noted that several films have 
played at upped prices in all sity- 
ations and have done just as much 
biz in small towns as in the keys, 
A more reasonable view may be 
that there’s been a swing by the 
public back to nabe houses, such as 
happened once before in th> indus- 
try. What’s causing the swing, how- 
ever, isn’t known. 

If the situation continues, mean- 
while, the majors believe they'll 
have to revise their marketing and 
advertising plans to cope with it. If 
small town theatres that have been 
buying films on a flat rental deal are 
making more money now, it’s to be 
expected that the majors will de- 
mand either a boost in the rental or 
a switch to percentage terms. As 
far as advertising is concerned, the 
national magazine and radio cam- 
paigns that are now slanted to take 
full advantage of key city first run 
openings, may have to be revised to 
take the subsequent runs and 
smaller towns into account. 















Weird Samples 
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long talk in the presence of Tyrone 
Power, The next day, Crabbe, with 
Power and Cooper, left for New 
York to see Henry Wallace. When 
Crabbe came back home, someone 
called him on the phone and ad- 
vised him to stop his activities be- 
cause it might cause ‘unpleasant’ re- 
sults, but Crabbe was not afraid. 

“From New York, he left by plane 
for Washington, intending to see 
Truman and to show the results of 
his discovery. But Truman did not 
receive him. Then Crabbe, in ac- 
cordance with Wallace, Elliot Roose- 
velt, Eleanor Roosevelt, LaGuardia 
and Stetinius, decided to publish 
the documents. 

“On June 3, on Broadway, on the 
corner of Seventh avenue, Crabbe 
was riddied with bullets from a 
machine gun from a closed car. This 
tragic death of Crabbe provoked 
terrific unrest in Hollywood. At the 
funeral of Crabbe, 150,000 were pres- 
ent, and the coffin was carried by 
comrades Gary Cooper, Tyrone 
Power, George Brent and Al St. 
John, 

“Cooper and Power, before they 
were imprisoned, stated their im- 
prisonment would not kill the ideals 
for which they fought. Cooper said, 
‘I go to prison, but I will came back 
from prison and Bilbo, Hearst, 
Baruch and Rockefeller will not be 
for long masters of this country .. .’ 
Alan Ladd, on this occasion, said: 
‘Very soon you will hear the real 
truth about the persons who are 
putting me in prison.’” 

In reply to Chairman Thomas’ 
question as to whether Crabbe were 
actually dead, Cooper declared: 
“He's a very healthy specimen.” 





s 
March of Time 
Continued from page 11 


Movietone lot available to it on a 
daily rental basis. 

Plans for MOT’s own productions, 
which will be distributed by 20th, 
hinge on how much of the Holly- 


wood co-production it gets. Idea is 
to schedule its own production be- 
tween the other assignments te keep 
personnel occupied on a year-round 
basis. 

Occasion of the de Rochemont an- 
nouncement was a dinner for the 87 
members of the production staff to 
celebrate the most prolific month in 
the organization's history. It turned 
out 8% reels in 22 working days. 
These comprised two editions of the 
MOT, plus a two reeler for Standard 
Oil of Indiana and two-and-one-half 
reeler for Cleveland«Electric [lum- 
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Sweetie 
| 
Country! - 


Tom Y COOPER » LAULETTE GODDARD 
Cad B DeMille 


Color by TECHNICOLOR_, 


with HOWARD Ceci 


DA SUVA - KORLOFF KELIAWAY -  BOnD 


Produced and Directed by CECIL B. DeMILLE 


Screenplay by Charles Bennett, Fredric M. Frank and Jesse 
Lasky, Jr. » Based on the novel by Neil H. Swanson 
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Johnston Says Hands-Off To All Who 
Threaten Gov't Control of Film Prod. 


Washington, Oct. 28. 

It was Eric Johnston Day yester- 
day afternoon (27) in Washington, 
as the Motion Picture Association 
prexy dressed down the House un- 
American Activities Committee for 
smearing the film industry without 
giving it a chance to defend itself 
and slugged toe-to-toe with a com- 
mittee which was obviously out to 
rough him up. 

For more than:an hour, Johnston 
hit out in all directions, both punch- 
ing and counter-punching in the 
shrewdest exhibition staged thus far 
on behalf of. the producers. He 
claimed the committee was hurting 
the box office at home and abroad 
and declared he would fight off ef- 
forts by the committee or any other 
Governmental body to tell the in- 
dustry the kind of films it should 
make. He demanded that the com- 
mittee make public its secret list of 
Communist-tinged pictures so - that 
the industry could answer the loose 
charges, and challenged the com- 
mittee to fight Communism by demo- 
cratic methods. 

The House Committee was spoiling 
to get at Jotmston. MPA, in its 
opinion, had welched on its early 
promise to cooperate so the legis- 
lators figured that mussing _ its 
prexy’s hair would be nice retalia- 
tion. One bit of retaljation could be 
chalked up as the picayune spite of 
the week. 

Among the highlights of the ses- 
sion: 

1. Questioning of Johnston brought 
out that he went to Hollywood a few 
months ago with a three-point pro- 
gram in connection with the probe. 
The industry toppers approved two 
of the points—call for a fair investi- 
gation and for the employment of 
former Secretary of State James F. 
Byrnes as special counsel to aid in 
preparing the case. But they vetoed 
the point under which proven Com- 
munists would not be employed inj. 
any position where they might affect 
the content of pictures. 

2. Disclosure that Edward T. Chey- 
fitz, assistant to Johnston, is a fermer 
Communist party member. 

3. A claim by Rep. J. Parnell 
Thomas, committee chairman, that 
some industry figures sought to in- 
fluence the committee in advance of 
the hearings. 

The roughing of Johnston started 
as soon as he reached the witness 
stand and even before he had an 
opportunity to read his prepared 
statement. Robert Stripling, clerk and 
chief inquisitor of the committee, 
wanted to know if Johnston felt he 
needed a lawyer. Thomas chimed in 
with, “Well, it’s all right if it makes 
him feel any better.” 

Immediately after Johnston had 


read his prepared statement, Strip- | 


ling went to work with questions 
about whether the MPA prexy had 
found any Commies in Hollywood. 
At one place he snapped at John- 
ston, “I wouldn’t be surprised from 
statements you have made during 
the past few days that you have 
been trying to run this committee.” 

This was the cue for Thomas to 
charge that MPA had promised a 
lot of cooperation and was not giv- 
ing any. Thomas also claimed the 
producers had tried to pressure the 
hearings before they began. 

“We had prominent people come 
to us to postpone our hearings,” he 
said. “We had persons, some of 
dubious character, ask us not to put 
on certain witnesses. We had others 
get in touch with our investigators 
to try and learn what we were going 
to do. I don't know if any bribes 
were actually offered but one man 
gave all the signs of an offer. 

“And your counsel has been giv- 
ing out statements on the hour and 
off the hour critical of the commit- 
tee. Is that the kind of cooperation 
you promised.” 

“I told you we'd give cooperation 
and we did,” snapped Johnston. “I 
never sought to get any witness off. 
When one witness did-iry to get ex- 
eused I hed him write you a letter 
asking to be called.” 

Stripling then shifted his attack 
to demand why McNutt was “sub- 
stituting for Byrnes.” Johnston said 
the deal with Byrnes provided that 
he would not appear before a Con- 
gressional committee. Tonight 
Byrnes issued a statement corrobo- 
rating this point. 

Then Stripling swung about to ask 
Johnston if Edward ‘Sheyfitz had | 
ever been a member of the Com- 


sia and withdrew from the party in 
1939. 

Stripling asserted that Cheyfitz 
followed the party line in February, 
1941, in denouncing lend-lease and 
the war powers bill, and that the 
Daily Worker reported favorably 
in May, 1941, that Cheyfitz was op- 
posing a Presidential speech on pre- 
paredness. 

“I’m not here to defend Cheyfitz,” 
declared Johnston. “He’s in town. 
Why don’t you call him?” Johnston 
also produced a sheaf of letters en- 
dersing Cheyfitz and declaring that 
he was completely clear of Com- 
munism. These came from clergy- 
men and business leaders. They 
were one to two weeks old. 

“You sort of had a suspicion this 


was coming up,” commented Rep. 
Thomas in some surprise. 
“Knowing Mr. Stripling, I was 


prepared for anything,” was the re- 
tort. Stripling asked whether John- 
ston would employ John Howard 
Lawson on the basis of the morning 
information. 

“Tf all the evidence in your state- 
ment this morning was /frue,” said 
Johnston, “I would not employ Mr. 
Lawson. Communists are a disrup- 
tive influence. I have never ob- 
jected to investigating Hollywood. 

“IT have objected to some of the 
committee’s methods.” 

Pat For the Industry 

At this point the industry got one 
of its few pats on the back of the 
day from Rep. John McDowell (R., 
Pa.). 

“There was evidence last week,” 
he said, “that your producers were 
disturbed by Communist influence. 
What disturbs me is your charge 
that the industry is being smeared 
here. I am ‘disturbed that you feel 
the testimony of these producers 
hurt them. I feel the motion picture 
industry has come out of this hear- 
ing in good shape. The movie in- 
dustry, with a few exceptions, has 
come out of here in a splendid po- 
sition. 

“We are not concerned with tell- 
ing the industry what pictures to 
make. It has been suggested that 
Hollywood make anti-Soviet pic- 
tures. I abhor the word. I am not 
anti or pro anything. The action of 
this committee will be only by a 
vote of its members and we have 
not taken any action.” 

“I might say that just as there are 
good and bad writers,’ replied 
Johnston, “there are different kinds 
of congressmen. You're the kind 
we like.” r 


Novello’s ‘Perchance’ To 


Tour S. Afr.; Rank to Film 


J. Arthur Rank has acquired the 
film rights to Ivor Novello’s recent 
London legit musical, “Perchance to 
Dream,” the British writer-actor dis- 
closed upon arriving in New York 
last week aboard the Queen Mary. 
Deal for the- show, which ran two 
and a half years, did not involve a 
flat sum but calls for Novello to re- 
ceive a percentage of the gross. 
Picture is scheduled to be made at 
the end of next year. 

Meanwhile Novello plans a three- 
week stay in New York then goes 
to Jamaica, B. W. 1, prior to trek- 
ing to South Africa. London com- 
pany of “Perchance” is now en 
route to Johannesburg where the 
play is. slated to open Dec. 23. No- 
vello will join it there. Following 
South African bookings, the company 
will return to England where a 
provincial tour has been lined up. 
After that there’s a possibility that 
the show may be brought to the 
U. S. 


Small Skeds Another 


For Italian Lensing 


Hollyw¢od, Oct. 28. 

Edward Smal! is readying*a sec- 
ond picture, “Clementine,” for pro- 
duction in Italy to utilize some of 
his coin impounded in that country. 

Currently the Small production, 
“Cagliostro,” is in work at Scalero 
Studios, Rome. 











Colman-Cukor Indie 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
Ronald Colman is going in for 
indie production, with George Cukor 
as a partner. They have acquired 
a story property for filming next 
spring. 





munist party. Johnston said Chey- 
fitz had been, but had become “dis- | 


Colman recently starred in 
Deuble Life,” produced by Cukor 


“a | 


Kansas City Operator 
Bows in Union Suit 


Kansas City, Kans., Oct, 28 

Joe D. Gicante, operator at the 
Kagsas theatre here, lost his court 
battle to prevent Local No. 498, In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, and Motion Pic- 
ture Operators, AFL, from replacing 
him on the job, but for the time be- 
ing has retained his job. Judge Rus- 
sell G. Hardy, Wyandotte County 
District Court, last week sustained 
a demurrer by the defending union 
wherein it was ‘contended that 
Gicante had failed to establish -a 
cause of action against the union. 

Gicante has been in the booth at 
the Kansas theatre for several 
years but has operated under a 
special agreement whereby the union 
has listed him as a registered ap- 
prentice. He went to court when a 
recent ruling of the union sought to 
eliminate the rating under which he 
worked. 

Attorney for the union said that 
the contract with the theatre for 
only union operators empired last 
June. Union testimony also showed 
that Gicante never had been initiated 
into the organization and that his 
membership had been rejected sev- 
eral months ago. si 

Theatre officials testified they 
were satisfied with Gicante’s work, 
and he is continuing on the job for 
the time being. A new contract be- 
tween the theatre and the union is 
under consideration, however. 


| MPA Stand 


Continued from page 5 

to the Russians would be bad form 
in 1947, Names and reputations of 
valuable motion picture properties 
had been kicked sky-high. That 
committee was serving notice that 
it interided to put nearly the whole 
industry in the same can of red 
paint, 











Out For Those Headlines 
The idea, according to some news- 
papermen, was obvious, The com- 
mittee would get a much better 
play by claiming that Hollywood 
was 99% Communist - controlled, 
with only a ‘few persons fighting 
the Reds, rather than that it was 
99% American with a small group 
of Commies agitating trouble. 

By the second day, Paul V. Mc- 
Nutt, special counsel for the in- 
dustry, was demanding that the 
committee look at pictures before it 
allowed them to be smeared as 
Communistic. By the third day he 
was hammering.at Rep. J. Par- 
nell Thomas's group as a challenge 
to free speech. 

MPA prexy Eric Johnston fol- 
lowed up with an attack on proce- 
dures of all Congressional investi- 
gating committees. He declared, in 
a statement issued to the press Sun- 
day (26) and published in full-page 
newspaper ads paid for by the MPA 
Monday: “Too often individuals and 
institutions have been condemned 
without a hearing or a chance to 
speak in self-defense; slandered and 
libeled by hostile witnesses not sub- 
ject to cross-examination and im- 
mune from subsequent suit and 
prosecution.” 

The MPA topper followed up 
right away with thé strongest in- 
dustry attack yet made on the com- 
mittee. He read it preceding his 
testimony before the group Monday 
morning. It was clear evidence of 
the industry's ire at the general 
idea given by the previous week's 
goings-on that Hollywood was “run- 
ning over with Communists and 
Communism.”’ 

McNutt, in the meantime, was 
still pounding at the committee to 
see pictures before smearing them. 
In a letter to each member of the 
committee Sunday, he called upon 
them to make public their list of 
alleged Commie-propaganda-loaded 
films. He pointed out that merely 
blind talk about a “list” was spread- 


“| ing smears over a large number of 


, films. 


By that time the industry's of- 
ficiai “line” was not sounding very 
different from what Bartley Crum 
and Robert W. Kenny, counsel for 
the so-called “left-wing” group of 
witnesses, have been stating to 
newspapermen all along. 


As the curtain went up on the 
second week of hearings yesterday 
(Monday), it appeared the commit- 
tee had the large majority of the 
industry united against it, a combi- 
nation of “strange bedfellows” — 
execs and writers, for instance — 
whieh was a great surprise in most 
quarters. Only group which re- 
| mained favorable to the probers was 
Hollywood's ultra-right-wing  Al- 
_liance for the Preservation of Amer- 





illusionized” when he went to Rus- for Ufiiversal-International release. | ican Ideals. 
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lic,” MeNutt continued. Pointing 
out that the film producers were 
anxious to give the committee every 
chance to proceed, McNutt said he 
wanted “this investigation to end all 
investigations of Hollywood by the 
committee.” 


Thomas, after needling McNutt 
with questions about whom exactly 
he represented, said, “The chair will 
reply in a full and detailed state- 
ment.” McNutt had difficulty in re- 
calling the member companies in the 
MPA, hesitantly. naming» Warner 
Bros., 20th-Fox, Universal, then the 
“Metro Bros” and winding up with 
the phrase, “and several others.” 


Like Lawson, Trumbo during the 
morning session was refused permis- 
sion to read a prepared statement 
because Thomas said it was not per- 
tinent to the business of the com- 
mittee. Trumbo, however, was 
calmer and less hostile than Law- 
son giving, at least, an outward 
show of respect for the committee. 
Nevertheless, he imitated Lawson’s 
line of answering committee counsel 
Robert E. Stripling’s questions with 
long statements of his own. 


After the first- tangle, resulting 
from Trumbo’'s refusal to answer 
the question of any Communist Party 
affiliations, he made numerous at- 
tempts to introduce into the record 
the content of 20 films written by 
him so that, he said, “The committee 
may see what it proposed to keep 
from the American public.” Thomas 
refused to admit it into the record 
because of its length. 


Trumbo Outsheouts Chair 


Shouting over objections of the 
chairman, Trumbo managed to inter- 
ject into his testimony that he had 
statements from “responsible people 
concerning my work.” These, he 
said, included General H. H. Arnold, 
air force head, judges of juvenile 
courts, Chief of the Film Section of 
UNRRA and the Chief Army Chap- 
plain in Charge of Films. Led from 
the stand by six uniformed guards 
amid mingled boos and _ cheers, 
Trumbo shouted, “This is the be- 
ginning of an American concentra- 
tion camp.” 

Following Trumbo, a committee 
investigator, Lewis Russell, read a 
nine-page list of Communist affilia- 
tions of Trumbo along the lines set 
by the dossier on Lawson. List in- 
cluded a _photostatic copy of 
Trumbo’s alleged Communist Party 
card under the name of “Dalt T.”, 
which Russel! stated, had been iden- 
tified by handwriting experts as the 
signature of Trumbo. 


Also introduced in the record was 
an article from VAriety of March 14, 
1941, stating that Trumbo had au- 
thored a story, “Remarkable An- 
drew,”. which was so anti-British 
and so anti-war that Paramount re- 
fused to continue with the picture 
after paying him $27,000 for the 
screenplay. 


Maltz, Bessie’s Statements 


Without softening its attitude, the 
committee switched its policy with 
regard to the unsympathetic witnes- 
ses and permitted both Albert Maltz 
and Alvah Bessie to read their pre- 
pared statements into the record after 
examination of the scripts by the 
committee. Both Maltz and Bessie 
reiterated Trumbo’s attack against 
the objectives and tactics of the 
hearings which, they claimed, in- 
fringed on their constitutional rights. 

However, after both witnesses re- 
fused to answer the query on the 
alleged Communist Party member- 
ship, they were subjected to the con- 
tempt citation. Bessie, in counter- 
ing the committee's questioning, 
said: “Gen. Eisenhower has refused 
to reveal his political affiliations and 
what’s good enough for him is good 
enough for me.” 


Thomas _ repri- 
manded the scripter by remarking 
that Gen. Eisenhower would be 


ashamed to be a member of a sub- 
versive organization. Dossiers on 
Bessie and Maltz were also pro- 
duced to show that they were al- 
legedly party card holders. 


Themas Reads Own Piece 


In a statement that concluded the 
day’s session, Thomas said, “We've 
had four very prominent writers be- 
fore us. It's evident that they don’t 
want to answer questions. It's 
also evident that they have extensive 
Communist or Communist-front af- 
filiations. Yet these people are 
writing motion picture scripts. This 
is definite proof that there is a real 
reason for investigating Communist 
influence in Hollywood: All this talk 
of these hearings being a witchhunt 
is nonsense, 
mittee has ever 





looked into any- 


Continued from page 5 


I don’t think this com- | 


Goads MPA 





thing where it found more Commu- 
nism than in Hollywood.” 


Meanwhile, the Hollywood con. 
tingent organized into the Commit- 
tee for the First Amendment, drew 
up a petition in Rep. Chet Holli- 
field’s office to Speaker of the House, 
Rep. Joseph Martin, asking him to 
kill the House Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee. 


Brewer’s Attack on Sorrel 


Roy M. Brewer, Coast rep for the 
International Alliance of Theatrica] 
Stage Employees, took the stand at 
the outset of today’s afternoon ses. 
sion with a _ prepared statement 
which the committee permitted to 
get into the record. Substance of 
his testimony was a complete indict- 
ment of the Conference of Studio 
Unions as Communist-controlled and 
instigator of strikes. 


He named CSU head Herbert K. 
Sorrel as spearhead of an alleged 
Communist labor drive in Holly- 
wood. He also fingered Larry Ad- 
ler and John Garfield, both present 
as mer:bers of the Committee for 
the First Amendment, as participat- 
ing on an alleged red-inspired picket 
line in the studio labor battle. 


Lawson and Thomas 
Clash at Hearing 


All the wraps were taken off by 
the committee yesterday as it went 
to work on Lawson, first of the 
group of “unfriendly” witnesses 
wuom the committee hopes to prove 
are either. commits or fellow-trav- 
elers. In a dingdong session, screen 
writer Lawson.and Thomas bawled 
and shouted at each other, Lawson 
took honors in the battle of words 
but Thomas got the final brass ring 
as the committee disclosed Law- 
son's alleged “Communistic” record 
and wound up by citing him for con- 
tempt of Congress for his refusal to 
disclose. whether he was a member 
of the Communist party. 


Thomas called for the statement 
as he had for all statements. Thomas 
handed it back after reading one 
paragraph with a refusal because 
the statement was “not pertinent.” 
Then the row started. 


“You spend one week vilifying me 
before the American public and re- 
fuse me the right to read a state- 
ment,” Lawson said in a very loud 
voice. He continued talking while 
Thomas banged his gavel for silence. 


Pausing a moment, Lawson took 
up again, “I know my rights as an 
| American citizen and I stand up and 
| protest the refusal to permit me to 
read a statement.” More gaveling 
with Thomas, a_ red-faced man, 
growing redder all the time. Law- 
son finally agreed to answer ques- 
tions about his name, place and date 
of birth. Asked if he were a mem- 
ber of the Screen Writers Guild, he 
immediately, in the same loud voice, 
challenged the committee’s authority 
“to raise any question of political 
beliefs.” 


Lawson Refuses Gag 


Thomas shut him up briefly and 
Lawson sounded off again, “last 
week you permitted -witnesses to 
answer questions in three, four and 
500 words. And you want brief 
answers from me.” 


“You'll be responsive,” shouted 
Thomas, whacking “the gavel some 
more, 

“I'm fot on trial here, the com- 
mittee is on trial,” shouted Lawson. 
“It is outside the purview of this 
committee to inquire into what or- 
ganizations I belong to.” ; 

“You're just making a big scene.” 
deciared Thomas, “you're no better 
than the rest...” 

Lawson interrupted again and 
Thomas shouted, “if you're trying to 
force me to put you in contempt of 
Congress you won't have to try much 
iharder.”’ Lawson answered another 
'question or two and then Stripling 
asked: “Are you now or have you 
/even been a member of the Com- 
|munist party in the United States? 

“The question is not pertinent, 
|said Lawson in a very loud tone. 
|The committee is trying to invade 
‘my rights...” Fhe gavel worked 
overtime and Thomas demanded, “do 
|you care to answer the question? | 
| “It is unfortunate and tragic. 
|Lawson declared like a_ pontifical 
lecturer, “that I have to teach the 
committee the basic rights of Amer'- 
canism.” Refusing again to answer, 
Lawson was lecturing away when 
uniformed police closed in on him 
and removed bim from the witness 
stand and back to his seat with h's 
fellow witnesses. 

Mixed booing and applause went 
up in the jammed hearing room. 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 

If all of Jerry Wald’s production assignments at Warner Bros. 
materialize he’ll set some sort of a marathon record. He has three 
shooting now, “Don Juan,” “Johnny Belinda” and “To the Victor.” 
In 10 days “Act of Violence” starts, Raoul Walsh directing; two weeks 
after that comes “Key Largo” (Bogart-Bacall), John Houston directing; 
three weeks thereafter he expects to kick off “Until Proven Guilty” 
(Crawford); 10 days thereafter “Flamingo Road” (Ann Sheridan) is 
supposed to go. Three weeks after that June Haver is supposed to report 
at Burbank for the “Marilyn Miller” filmusical; thence he has “The 
Patriots,” from the Sidney Kingsley play, amd Norman Krasna’s “John 
Loves Mary” in that sequence. And just to keep out of mischief Wald 
is supposed to supervise Danny Kaye’s pictures in association with the 
comedian’s wife, Sylvia Fine. 





Film columnist reported on Monday (27) that the Broadway revue, *Call 
Me Mister.” had been bought by 20th-Fox for “a sum said to be over 
$200,000” and that Darryl F. Zanuck would use only ex-servicemen in 


the cast to offset “the pink tinge so many people thought was indicated in | 


this Broadway hit musical.” To which “Mister” producer Herman Levin 
had this to say: 

“A ¥ wish it were $200,000 and, B, I wish I had thought of the idea of 
having only ex-servicemen in the cast.” 

Actually, the amount was $75,000 and, of course, the very basis of the 
“Mister” idea was that the cast consisted entirely of vets. There was very 
little effort, incidentally, to camouflage the fact that the revue was. def- 
initely on the “liberal” side. 





Stack of Hollywood stars, or at least their reasonable facsimiles, found 
themselves together in Macy’s window when the emporium yesterday 
(Tuesday) unveiled a display of self-portraits. Collection is to be printed 
in the N. Y. Herald Tribune’s This Week mag. 

Uncoincidentally, photos are mainly those of RKO personalities. In- 
cluded are Raymond Massey, Rosalind Russell, Barbara Bel Geddes, Jane 


Greer, Ann Sheridan, Fred MacMurray, William Powell, Frank’ Sinatra | 
m ° . | 
Latter’s the Italian actress, under contract to 


and Valli, among others. 
David O. Selznick, loaned by D.O.S. to RKO for “Miracle of the Bells.” 
Stunt was engineered by Paul Hollister, RKO’s publicity chief, formerly 
a Macy’s Dept. Store exec. ‘i 





Few in the trade were willing to believe that that startling wording 
in the giant “Forever Amber” signboard at 43d street and Broadway last 
week was entirely a painter’s “accjgent.” There seemed to be too many 
coincidences. It proved a terrific attention-getter, filling Times square 
with amateur photogs, but the public relations angle, with “Amber” 
already under Legion of Decency attack, appeared dubious. 

Signboard was being repainted for the opening of the 20th-Fox film 
at the Roxy. Words “‘Forever Amber’ plays until 12:30 every night” 
were being placed on the rooftop board. when the painters knocked off 
at noon. Unfinished sign just “happened” to read pornographically. 





With both Walt Disney and Lou Bunin producing animated versions 
of the Lewis Carroll classic, “Alice in Wonderland,” the race to hit 
the market first is shifting into high gear. Aiming to rush his “Alice” 
out before next June, Bunin has interviewed more than 200 French 
technicians for training in puppet animation under his chief camera- 
animator, Erwin Broner. 

Currently in production in. France, Bunin’s “Alice” will be a plastic 
puppet version. The technique reportedly will introduce the medium 
of three-dimensional puppet animation combined with live action. Pro- 
ducer’s plans call for a quartet of camera crews to lens on as many 
stages simultaneously. . 





Wher conditions warrant, Universal's private dinery, for company 
toppers and their guests, located at U’s new Park avenue hq, will follow 
the same monetary rules laid down by Metro, whereby the toppers will 
share costs pro rata, but pay individually for guests and drinks. 20th- 
Fox, which closed its club recently in the wake of an economy drive, 
was cuffo 100%, the company absorbing the charges. U, like 20th, doesn’t 
think any private dining room is propitious right now and won’t open 
it for some time. 





Republic’s veepee-salesmanager James R. Grainger is backing up his 
producer-son’s “Fabulous Texan” by getting somewhat fabulous play- 
dates for Eddie Grainger’s first ‘picture since coming out of the service. 
Opening Nov. 15 day-dates in Austin, Dallas, Houston, San Antonio and 
Fort Worth, in top-money Interstate houses, with 279 dates slated for 
the circuit. Rep’s westerner, which costs a rather unusually high $995,000, 
also ~—- Thanksgiving playdates in Paramount's two Los Angeles show- 
cases, etc. 
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Metro and Par 


-——— Continued from page 11 


top for “Best Years” to $1.80 at the 
Astor. Goldwyn’s retreat was made 
in the first few days and was no re- 
flection on the staying power of the 
film since it went ahead for 30 
weeks of peak biz. 

Meanwhile, Par has plunked for a 
policy of- advanced prices for “Un- 
conquered” though the 11 test en- 
gagements have yet to be completely 
polished off. Strategy fixed by 
Charles M. Reagan, v.p. in charge of 
sales, is to get the roadshow book- 
ings under the wire and then send 





the pic on ‘its regular first-runs 
| without too much time lapse. Film 
is doing heavy biz in its Pittsburgh, 


| Cincinnati, Atianta, Baltimore, Chi- 
jcago and Cleveland testers and has 
smashed house records in almost all 
these situations. 

Midway mark in DeMille’s 12-city 
p.a. tour was reached this week. He’s 
attended all preems so far on an 18,- 
000-mile junket. Still on his itiner- 
ary are openings in Detroit, Kansas 
City, Dallas, Denver-and San Fran- 
cisco. DeMille has made three to 
five speeches in every town. 





| 
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Robert Mitchum joined Frank Sin- 
atra, Cary Grant and Tim Holt as 
one of the stars in RKO’s episode 
picture, “Honored Glory”. ..Dorethy 
Adams, currently with the Pasadena 
;Community Players, cast in “The 
at Paramount... 
20th-Fox resumed shooting on “Deep 
Water” after a two-week shutdown 
caused by the $250,000 fire. 

Frank McDonald will direct “Hard 
to Kill” for Pine-Thomas. . . Michael | 
Curtiz’ third production for Warners | 
release, a musical still untitled, goes | 
before the lenses Nov. 10 with Doris 
Day, Jack Carson and Michael North 
in top roles...RKO editors are 
shearing the English-language ver- 
sion of “The Pear],” produced in co- 
operation with Aguila Productions 
in Mexico..’Mal St. Clair will di- 
rect “Arthur Takes Over,” first Sol 
M., Wurtzel production under his 
new releasing pact with 20th-Fox... 
John O’Dea sold Spanish rights to 
his original, “Scar Tissue,” to Paul 
Kohner, who will produce it in 
Mexico under the banner of Mer- 
curio Films. | 

Hattie McDaniel plays her 83d 
|maid role and her 275th: picture in 
|“Mickey” at Eagle Lion...Burt Lan- 
| easter will produce “Advance Man,” 
|a story of the big top, as his second 
indie venture...Republic bought 
“Eyes of Texas,” authored by Sloan 
Nibley, as a starrer for Rey Rogers. 


Metro ‘Casts’ 


script. That eliminates desultory 
writing, gives a punch to a screen- 
play that only enthusiasm can, and 
cuts writing time.” 
- MacKenna said that the number 
of scripters on the lot now averages 
65 weekly, as against a top of 125 a 
few years ago. That’s been made 
possible partially, he explained, by 
the reduction in the number of films 
being made, but also in large meas- 
ure by elimination of waste effort. 
Economy campaign and careful at- 
tention to getting the right man for 
the job is thé reason he didn’t 
actually hire any of the young 
writers he spoke to this trip, as he 
might have done in the past, Mac- 
Kenna said. Rather than have them 
come out to the studio and just sit 
around, he declared, they won't be 
called until there is an assignment 
available to make best possible use 
of their particular talents, 


Film Prexies 


Continued from page 3 



































blessing of British conservatives as 
well as of the Labor party cabinet. 
Meeting with the major company 
toppers tomorrow will be reps of 
the Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers. Effort will be 
made to reach agreement on a tak 
compromise that will permit the in- 
dustry to present a united front to 
the British. Present will be Donald 
Nelson, SIMPP prez; James A. Mul- 
vey, prez of Samuel Goldwyn Pro- 
ductions, and Milton Kramer, exec 
v.p. of Selznick Releasing Organi- 


| tribs countered by banning film ship- 





Norway Pix Houses Did 
$10,600,000 Gross in "46 


. Oslo, Oct. 15. 

Norway’s 364 film theatres grossed 
a total of $10,600,000 in 1946, accord- 
ing to statistics compiled by the 
state-controlled film organization, 
Kommunale Kinematografers Lands- 
forbund (KKL), in connection with 
its recently celebrated 30th anni- 
versary. KKL, owning or controlling 
160 theatres, garnered about 90% of 
the total b.o. takings. 

Other film circuits control 99 
houses while the remaining 105 the- 
atres are operated by independents. 


Exhias Partners 


Continued from page 11 


‘| watched their b.o. performance in 
early runs. 

Goldwyn arrived in New York 
from Hollywood Monday (27). He’li 
remain east for three or four months 
working on scripts, in preparation 
April. He'll leave for England Dec, 
12 for a three- or four-week stay. 


Cost should not be a factor in de- 
termining whether a film should be 
sold at increased admissions, said 
the maker of “Best Years of Our 
Lives,” currently being sold at $1.20. 
On the matter of costs, he said that 


, - his “Walter Mitty"—“or any film 

a see “apac »f 70,000 : + 
eg! — ’ sari p< 20 costing $3,000,000 or more”—could 
700 ed 4. mm dike ac or 80% not get its investment back in the 
700,06 patrons tast year, OF ° | @mestic market alone, since at 


capacity. Some 20 houses are op- 
erating here in Oslo, with a popu- 
lation of 300,000 to draw upon. 


least $6,000,000 in rentals is needed 
to break even. 

He asserted that he had scrapped 
almost $1,000,000 worth of film on 
“The Bishop’s Wife” when he de- 
cided that results were not up to his 
standard. While changes were made 
in director and script, he said that 
Cary Grant was drawing $30,000 a 
week and Loretta Young $10,000 a 
week for doing nothing but waiting. 

Making a plea for better pictures 
to solve the present crisis, Goldwyn 
said the producers had their choice 
of making quickies or setting for 
Secndin’e: theses bidtked i snake themselves “the hard pull of turn- 
»eweaen s reeze ocKe é TOE ; ie 7? 1 
$2,500,000 to the big American dis-|ovyity Pont % Outstanding 
tribs which they customarily netted 
from a $4,000,000 gross. No official 
word of the Swedish clamp has yet 
been received, but there’s little doubt 
that official confirmation will follow 
newspaper stories emanating from 
Stockholm. 

Danish situation continues in a 
stalemate which can only spell no 
revenues from that country. Den- 
mark recently slapped a prohibitive 
tax on American pix and U. S. dis- 











Swedish Freeze 


Continued from page 3 








a 

ly contemplating the freeze, and for- 
eign dept. biggies see little hope 
that the ukase will wait out the com- 
ing week. Eight majors garner §$1,- 
000,000 in grosses from Norway an- 
nually or some $600,000 in net prof- 
its. 
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Tommy Carlyn, Baron Elliott and 
Maurice Spitalny. 


Banquet honored outgoing Chief 
Barker, Cliff Daniel, manager of 
station WCAE, as well as wartime 
heads of club, Joe Hiller, Moe Sil- 
ver, Harry Feinstein, Brian Mc- 


ments. Annual income of $750,000 is Donald and Mike Gallagher. 


involved in the hassle. 


Meanwhile, the important Indian 
market is being eyed anxiously by 
major company execs. It’s freely 
predicted that restrictions are going 
to come quickly in light of the in- 
creasingly tough attitude taken to- 
wards films by government officials 
of India. 

Far East situation deteriorated 
recently when Burma clapped a 
freeze on remittances several weeks 
ago. 

Although U. S. distributors have 
been advised that they can’t con- 
tinue operating in Norway, Oslo in- 
terests suggest that instead of halt- 
ing the distribution of all American 
films at once only 50% be withheld 
from distribution channels for the 
present, 


It’s not known whether the sug- 
gestion came from exhibitor or dis- 
tributor sources, according to word 
received in N. Y., but it appears 
that some setup is being sought to 
cover the next few months of opera- 
tion. In this way Norwegian inter- 
ests are hopeful that the influx of 
American screen fare wouldn't be 
halted entirely. 


on v 
Distribs Kill 
Continued from page 3 


hadn't realized that their present 
operations were below the profit 
level until the up-to-the-minute re- 
ports were readied. Publicizing step 
was nixed, however, when several 
biggies expressed fear that action 
would have an untoward effect on 
stockholders. 

Chief reason for the drop in dis- 
tribution profits, reports disclosed, is 
a decline in the take from the key 
British market. Though the 75% 
ad valorem tax has yet to be felt, re- 
ports showed that the overall slump 
in remittances from Britain will 
come to 25% for the year. Seasonal 
dives in British biz have been as 
high as 40%, particularly during the 
summer, the surveys showed. 


MITCHELL MAY JR. CO., INC. 


OF CALIFORNIA 
Is Pleased to Announce the Affiliation 


MR. JOHN HASKELL 


As a Vice-President 
October 15, 1947 





Chi Variety Club Elects 
Chicago, Oct. 28. 


New board of canvasmen was 
elected by the Chicago tent of Va- 
riety Club of [linois last week. 
Jack Rose was chosen national can- 
vasman and Henri Elman and Wal- 
ter Immerman were nominated as 
delegates to the next national con- 
vention. 

New directors are: Rose, Elman, 
Immerman, John Balaban, Irving 
Mack, Arthur Schoenstadt, Moe 
Wells; Tom Flannery, Irving Man- 
del, J. Harold Stevens, Robert 
Lubliner and James FE. Coston. 
Chief barker will be elected in 30 
days. Members @lso voted to re- 
duce club service personnel and 
elected new exec secretary, Juanita 
Creed. 





OVERNIGHT TO LOS ANGELES! 


Lv. 11:30 p.m....ar. 7:46 a.m. 


UNITED 
AIR LINES 


Airlines Terminal, 80 E. 42nd St. or 
Pennsylvania Hotel or 1 Wall St. 
Call Murray Hill 2-7300 
or an authorized travel agent 




















zation. | 

Thursday meet will settle the | 
; prexies’ plans to go to London with | 
| Johnston in early November on the | 
|75% situation, 





510 W. Sixth Street, Los Angeles, Calif. 
FRANK D. MAGGIO ALBERT G. RUBEN 


. Insurance Specialist for the Motion Picture Industry 
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Shreiber and Mann Groups Spark 
Hotter Product Bidding in Mpls. 


Minneapolis. 

The Minn. Amus. Co. and RKO 
Theatres, which have been in vir- 
tual control of the downtown first- 
run situation here, face increasing 
competition for pictures. Rivalry 
will come as the Alex Shreiber in- 
terest of Detroit, which has the 
legitimate roadshow Lyceum_ the- 
atre in Minneapolis, and Ted Mann, 
head of another group, enter the lo- 
cal film field more actively. — Both 
announce they'll bid competitively 
for product. rd 





Shreiber wants to utilize the Ly-| 


| 


ceum for pictures between road- | 
shows. He far outbid the Minn. 
Amus. Co. and others to land “Gone 
With the Wind,” now set into the) 
Lyceum for a month run at 85c top. 
It’s reported his bid was $17,500 
with a guarantee and percentage 
split. 


Setting in “Gone With the Wind,” 
however, cost the house “Annie Get 
Your Gun” this month. The musical 
was offered after the picture had 
been set. A promise has been made 
that it will be booked here later in 
the season. “Gone With the Wind” 
will continue until the legit “Spring- 
time for Henry” arrives in mid-No- 
vember. “Gone” is doing smash 
business. 

The Mann group bought the sure- 
seater World and the Alvin, down- 
town houses, from the estate of the 
late W. A. Steffes. The Minnesota 
lease on the Alvin, a 1,400-seater, ex- 
a in six months, and Mann says 

e’s going to operate the house him- 
self with pictures. It had been sub- 
let by the MAC for burlesque. The 
World, a 350-seater, now playing 
firstruns, moveovers and reissues, 
will be devoted mainly to foreign 
films, he asserts. 

One difficulty in connection with 
a “sideline” picture policy at the Ly- 
ceum, Shreiber admits, is the fact 
that the United Booking Office oc- 
casionally has last-minute touring 
productions to shove in and wants 
the house available for them. Also, 
picture runs must be halted for 
roadshow bookings. Shreiber and 





his associates have picture theatres 
in Detroit and other Michigan cities. 





Rechetnik’s New Duties 
Sid Rechetnik appointed exhibitor 
and trade press representative for 
Warner Bros., replacing Don Carle 
Gillette, granted a leave cf. absence. 
In addition, according to pub-ad 
chief Mort Blumenstock, Rechetnik* 
will be in charge of publicity for 
Warner Pathe News and short sub- 
jects. He’s been editor of the com- 
pany’s house organ and press book 

manager for past several years. 


eo 


cessory chief in New York, has re- 
signed, effective this week. He il 
take a month’s vacation. 


O. B. Thomas te Mayo Clinic 
San Antonio. 
Lawrence Bernard has been 
named temporary manager of the 
State theatre, an Interstate house, 
while Oliver B. Thomas, regular 
manager, is undergoing treatment at 
the Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minn. 
Bill Williams is the new treasurer 
at the State. 





Clarence H. Moss, aide of the 
local city manager for Interstate 
Theatres, has been elected com- 


mander of the local Adkins Lenoir 
American Legion Post No. 565, com- 
posed of veterans from local thea- 
tres and radio stations. He succeeds 
Jack Chalman, publicity head for 
local Interstate Theatres. 

Gene Kenyon, formerly with the 
been 





Managers Reelect : 
Motion Picture Theatre Operating | 


. : | 
Managers & Assistant Managers | 


Guild, indie union of house staffs in | 
N. Y. and Westchester area, held its | 
annual election Sunday (26) at the/| 


Hotel Empire, N. Y. Entire slate of 
officers reelected for another year, 
also six trustees and delegates-at- 
large. 

George Dunn is prexy; Leon Kel- 
mer, veepee; George Baldwin, re- 
cording secretary; Maxwell Levine, 
secretary-treasurer; Joseph Aber- 
nethy. sergt.-at-arms. Trustees: Har- 
old Daly, John Thompson, Fred 
Smith, Joe Tully, Harold Heller and 
Jerome Baker. 





Max Roth Resigns EL 

Max Roth, Eagle Lion’s district 
manager for the Chicago-Indianapo- 
lis-Milwaukee-Minneapolis territory, 
has resigned. His replacement has 
yet to be named. Roth served in 
his now vacated spot since the in- 
ception of the company last year. 





Herbert Kaufman te Selznick 


Seattle. 
Herbert Kaufman, former local 
branch manager for Paramount, 


has been named branch manager for 
Selznick Releasing Organization in 
this territory. 
Marcus Exits Nat’l Screen 
Walter Marcus, assistant to Don 
Velde, National Screen Service ac- 

















New York Theatres : 
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‘A WILLIAM A. WELLMAN Production ¢ Relessed by RKO RADIO PICTURES, INC. 








“Disney at his best!"’—Mirror 
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Distributed by RKO Radie Pictures 





-————~ RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeiier Center 


Katharine Paul Robert 
HEPBURN © HENREID © WALKER 
in M-G-M’s 


“SONG OF LOVE” 


SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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COLOR BY 
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WARNER BROS. PRESENTS 
Ronald REAGAN ® Shirley TEMPLE 
N 


“THAT HAGEN GIRL" 


with 
RORY CALHOUN 
In Person 
TED WEEMS and His Orchestra 

Special Attraction 
MOREY AMSTERDAM 
Extra Added Attraction 
GORDON MAC RAE 


BROADWAY WARNER BROS. 


AT 47TH STREET STRAND 
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Sadier theatre, Kileen, has _ 

named manager of the Village 
theatre, Port Arthur, owned and 
operated by Charles Brent. He suc- 


ceeds Jim Hewitt, resigned. 

M. A. Gallia is the new owner and 
operator of the Dawn theatre, 
Natalia. Texas, formerly operated by 
J. E. Poore. 

A. D. Hicks and M. L. Feldman 
have purchased the Dale theatre, 
Springtown, Texas, from J. L. Eat- 


mon, and have renamed it the 
Springtown. 
RR. 5+ Smith has purchased the 


Lantex theatre, Llano, Texas, from 
Carl Garner. 

W. M. Hinson is owner and oper- 
ator of the new Lorene theatre, 
Lorene, Texas. 





Gene Rich Quits Metro, Omaha 
Omaha. 
Gene Rich, M-G-M exploiter for 
this area, is quitting to open a theat- 
rical print shop and promotion busi- 


ness. 
Allan Kohan is resigning his ad- 
vertising and exploitation job with 
Ralph Goldberg theatres. He'll go 
into business in South Omaha. 





Court Order Vs. Ohio’ Drive-In 
Columbus, O. 
Temporary restraining order was 
granted Oct. 25 to halt construction 
of an. outdoor theatre on Morse 
Road, near Columbus. Order was 
requested by property § owners 
against Frank Yassenoff, Harold J. 
Schwartz and Virginia B. Coe. 
Householders claimed the construc- 
tion of the drive-in would impair 
the value of their property. 
City Council of Salem, O., has de- 
cided against enacting an amuse- 


ment tax, which was abandoned 
Oct. 1 by the state. 
Joe _Burns, Gloversville, N. Y., 


has become manager of Van Wert 
Schine’s theatre, Van Wert, O., re- 
placing John Makemson, who has 
gone to Spencerville, O., where he 
will manage the Ohio theatre he re- 
cently bought. 





Fox Midwest Shuffles Mers. 
Kansas City. 

Shift of managers in several Fox 
Midwest theatres in the downstate 
territory has just been completed 
by Ed Haas, district manager. New 
city manager for Carthage, Mo., 
handling the Tiger and Crane thea- 
tres, is Charles Mohler, from the 
Peoples theatre, Chanute, Kans. He 
is succeeded by Richard Fryer, from 
Joplin, Mo. Harold Foster, formerly 
of the Fox, Joplin, moved in to re- 
place Fryer at the Paramount in the 
same town. Darrell Ray replaces 
Foster, and Robert Rothrock takes 
Ray’s old stand at the Orpheum, 
Joplin. Rothrock had been assistant 
manager at the Midland, Pittsburg, 
Kans. The step-ups stemmed from 
the resignation of William Laughlin, 
as Carthage city manager, to enter 
the insurance business. 

Commonwealth circuit has named 
Glen Deeter manager of the Up- 
town theatre, Columbia, Mo. He 
was manager of the Gillioz, Monet, 
Mo., for the circuit. 

Cozy theatre, Girard, Kans., was 
acquired by Jesse Musgrave from 
Max Shelton, and the Strand, Mt. 
Vernon, Mo., was purchased “by 
Meyers & Peyton from Mrs. Thelma 
Richardson. 

J. M. Wooten is the new assistant 
manager of the Electric theatre, 
Kansas City, Kans., succeeding 
Dwight Borin, who resigned to man- 
age~the new Go-Sho theatre now 
being completed by the J. T. Ghosen 
circuit in Clinton, Mo. Ghosen 
operates theatres in Sedalia, Waynes- 
ville, Tipton and Versailles, Mo. 





Adelman-Magill Get A. C. House 
Philadelphia. 

Stanley Adelman and Mort Magill 

have acquired the Palace, Atlantic 

City. Magill is local branch mana- 

ger Film Classics and former UA 

boss here. He will not be active in 
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operating the house. 
| Eli Ginsberg has been elected 
| president of the Coliseum of Motion 
Picture Salesmen. Sam Palan is 
the new treasurer and Joseph 
Schaeffer secretary. 





Baldridge Quits Flexer, Memphis 
Memphis. 

Thomas Baldridge has left Flexer 
Theatres exploitation post after a 
year, with the outfit’s abandonment 
of prestige picture policy at its nabe 
flagship here, the Ritz. He trained 
Sunday night (26) to Louisville on 
three-week exploitation stint for UA 
on “Body and Soul.” 

Expects to open own office here 
soon, : 
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opposition, delivering fairly well. 
Trim $4,000. Last week, “Dillinger” 
(Mono) and “Mutiny Big House” 
(Mono) (reissue), $3,500. 

Lyceum (Murray) (1,700; 60-85)— 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue). 
Plenty of interest in this oldie. Price 
scale slightly higher than at regular 
A Loop houses. Soaring to wow $20,- 
000. Last week, not a pix house oper- 


ation. 
Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 76-$1.20)— 
“Forever Amber” (20th). Also at 


Century. Sock $13,000 in sight. Last 
week, “Kiss of Death” (20th) (2d 
wk), mild $5,000. 

Pix (Corwin) (300; 50-70)—“Burn- 
ing Cross” (SG). Fair $1,800. Last 


week, “Duel in Sun” (SRO) (75c- 
$1.20) (4th run), good $3,500. 
Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-85)— 


“Merton of Movies” (M-G) and Desi 
Arnaz orch, Marion Hutton, Pat Hen- 
ning, others, on stage. Fine stagebill 
helping this to lively: $27,000. Last 
week, “Unsuspected” (WB) (50-70c), 
light $11,000. . 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70)—“Dark Passage’ (WB). Big 
$13,000 in 6 days. Last week, “Down 
to Earth” (Col), solid $13,000. - 
RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Down to Earth” (Col) (m.o.). Still 
strong at $7,000. Last week, “Fun, 


Fancy Free” (RKO) (2d wk), okay 
$6,500. 
State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Car- 


negie Hall” (UA). Robust at $11,000. 
Last week, “Deep Valley” (WB), $9,- 


500. 
Uptewn -(Par) (2,300; 50-70)— 
“Who's Kissing Her” (20th). First 


nabe showing. Good $4,000. Last 
week, “Desert Fury” (Par), $3,800. 
World (Mann) (350; 75-$1.20)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (3d run). Still 
some life left in this. $4,500. Last 
week, “Adventuress” (EL) (2d wk), 
okay $2,000. 


BUFF. LED BY ‘AMBER’ 
GREAT 276, ‘KISS’ 166 


Buffalo, Oct. 28. 


Big news in current session is sock 
trade being done by “Forever Am- 
ber” at the Hipp, 2,100-seat house. 
“Kiss of Death” looks okay and 
“Foxes of Harrow” is big in -its 
second frame. 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Kiss of Death” (20th) and “Adven- 





tures Don Coyote” (UA). Nice 
$16,000. Last week, “Merton of 
Movies” (M-G) and “The Women” 


(M-G) (reissues), $13,000. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) 
—“Foxes of Harrow” (20th) (2d wk). 


Big $15,000. Last week, strong 
$19,500. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 74-$1.20)— 


“Forever Amber” (20th). Terrific 
$27,000. Last week, “Dark Passage” 
“aWB) (m.o.), fine $9,000 at 40-70c 
scale. ° 

Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—“Mer- 
ton of Movies” (M-G) and “The 
Women” (M-G) (reissue) m.0o.). 
Oke $4,500. Last week, “Grapes of 
Wrath” (20th) and “Tobacco Road” 
(20th) (reissues), solid $5,500. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Widow of Wagon Gap” (U) and 


“Bulldog Drummond Strikes” (Col) 
(2d wk). Neat $15,000, Last week, 
sock $19,000. 


20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 
40-70)—“Lured” (UA) and “Knock- 
out” (Mono). Trim $11,000. Last 
week, “Crossfire” (RKO) and “Mag- 
nificent Rogue” (Mono) (2d wie), 
fancy $10,800. 


RICHARD 
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HIMBER’S 


ABRACADABRA 


A SMASH HIT! 
(See Page 35) 


Esther Williams’ P.A. 
Ups For Keeps’ Sturdy 
ZAG, Prov.; ‘Copa’ 126 


Providence, Oct. 28. 
“This Time for Keeps,” at Loew’s 
State, is hefty hereabouts, and got 
an additional shot via Esther Wil- 
liams’ personal appearance one day, 
Also hefty is Majestic’s “Unsuspect- 
ed.” “Copacabana,” with vaude, is 

giving the Met a fairly good stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Singapore” (U) and “Sarge Goes to 
College” (Mono) (2d wk). Fairly 
nice $12,000. First week was nifty 
$16,000. 


Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 
—‘Each Dawn I Die” (WB) and “Bad 
Men Missouri” (WB) (reissues), 
Steady. $4,000. Last week, “Mark of 
Zorro” {20th) and “Drums Along 
Mohawk” (20th) (reissues) (2d wk), 
good $3,500. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—"No- 
torious” (RKO) (reissue) and vaude 
on stage. Steady $6,500. Last week, 
“Spiral Stairease” (RKO) (reissue) 
and vaude, $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)—“Un. 
suspected” (WB) and “Invisible 
Wall” (20th). Hefty $18,000. Last 
week, “Foxes of Harrow” (20th) (2d 
wk), groovy $15,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 65) 
—“Copacabana” (UA) and vaude on 
stage. Fairly good at $12,000. Last 
week, “Repeat Performance” (EL) 
and vaude; $11,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—“This 
Time for Keeps” (M-G) and “Key 
Witness” (M-G). One-day personal 
by Esther Williams, star of film, 
helped to lift this to sturdy $24,000. 
Last week, “Song of Love” (M-G), 
$21,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘Welcome Stranger” (Par) (4th 
wk). Started Monday (27). Third 
sesh slowed up for fairish $10,000 
while second was happy $14,000. 


PORTLAND 


(Continued on page 13) 





“Carnegie Hall” (UA) and “Cry 
Wolt” (WB), $3,600. 
Oriental ~(H-E) (2,000; 40-80)— 


“Welcome Stranger” (Par) (3d wk), 
day-date with Paramount. Holding 
up to $5,000 or near. Last week, 
strong $6,300. 
Orpheum (H-E) 
“Kiss of Death” 
Many Winners” 


(1,750; 40-80)— 
(20th) and “Too 
(Mono) (8 days). 
Lofty $9,500. Last week, “Dark 
Passage” (WB) and “Kilroy Was 
Here” (Mono) (2d wk), okay $7,600. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 40-80)— 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par) (3d wk), 
also at Oriental. Solid $9,000. Last 
week, staunch $11,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 
40-80)—“Unfinished Dance” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Fair $6,500. Last week, 
nice $9,000. 





Rep. Activity Slows 
Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Completion of “Old Los Angeles” 
and “Dangers of the Canadian 
Mounted” leaves only two pictures 
in production on the Republic lot 
this week. 

Films are “Madonna of the Des- 
ert,” produced by Stephen Auer, 
and “Under California Stars,” a Roy 
Rogers starrer with Edward J. White 
producing. 
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“WhenIt’sa Capella Time In.... 


The a capella boys are riding high and handsome. They’re coming 
out of hiding in full force and, as some trade gagsters are putting it: 
They're eating at Toots Shor’s and the Brown Derby for the first 


time in years.” 


Where they hibernate when the musical status quo prevails in radio 


is something nobody’s been able as yet to figure out. 
Petrillo crisis arises, as at present, 


But when a 
the vocal quartets and singing 


groups brush up on their musical bridges and wait for the offers to 


pour in. 


And today they’re crossing plenty of bridges—thanks chiefly to 
James C. Petrillo’s banning of musicians on co-op programming. Al- 
ready the a capella standbys are shouting their hosannahs on the Joan 
Davis CBS show, the Abbott & Costello ABC program and the Park- 


yakarkas co-oper on Mutual. 


But it looks like only the beginning: Come Jan. 31, and if Petrillo 


carries out his threat to ban all musicians off the networks, 


capella time in spades, 


it’ll be a 


The report is that in New York, Hollywood 


and in Chicago the vocal groups are rehearsing like mad—waiting only 
for the signal to step into the musical bridge breach. 








As the Witch Hunt Spreads, Radio 


Wonders If It, Too, Will Get Burned 


Radio is sitting tight in the current 4- 


probe of Hollywood Communist in- 
filtration by the House Un-American 
Activities Committee. But the con- 
viction is growing daily that com- 
mercial programming will feel the 
effects of the probe; that radio bank- 
rollers will take their cue from the 
Washington revelations and act ac- 
cordingly. 

Among the 79 listed at the D.C. 
hearings as active 
Communist work are a number of 
stars who are no strangers to the 


guest star circuit on top commercial 
shows, as well as some writers who 
have also done considerable script- 
ing for radio. Feeling in some quar- 
ters is that, as the House Committee 
continues to put on the pressure, the 
reaction will spill over into radio, 
with sponsors barring from their 
shows those personalities who are 
rendered suspect by the probe. 


For some time now there’s been 
talk that the House Committee has 
a probe of radio on its forthcoming 
agenda. Whether or not the commit- 
tee intends getting around to a gen- 
eral sifting of radio however, is still 
in the conjectural stage. 


Berle Whirl 
Poses Query 


No sooner had the Milton Biow 
agency announced that it was buy- 
ing a new Horace Heidt talent 
build up show as replacement for 
the Milton Berle-Philip Morris com- 
edy stanza on NBC, than things be- 
gan to happen to the Berle program. 
In the past few weeks it’s been riding 
high and wide, chalking up a 9.4 
on the last Hooper tally for a 2.3 
increase. As the curtain-raiser for 
the web's fabulous Tuesday comedy 
Parlay, the show today is perhaps 
more solidly entrenched than at any 
previous time. 


All of which poses a problem on 
the upcoming Heidt show. It isn’t 
inked in-until December, when the 
current Berle cycle winds up, but 
general impression now is that Berle 
will stay put. William Morris office, 
which handles Berle, says it hasn’t 
received official notice one way or 
other as to cancellation or renewal, 
but similarly shares the view that, 
if the Berle whirl continues, don’t 
look for any exiting this season. 

Such an eventuality would mean 
finding another spot for Heidt. Which 
would probably take it to another 


on eis NBC happens to be sold 
out. 


Shirer Gets a Sponsor 


Mutual’s annexing of William L. 
Shirer paid off sponsorship in short 
order. Piedmont Shirt Co., via the 
William H. Weintraub agency, is 
Picking up the tab for Shirer’s new 
weekly stint effective Jan. 4 on 
“about 200” stations. 

Web is giving the ¢x-CBS com- 
mentator and author the Sunday 
1-1:15 p.m. spot on a sustaining basis 
Starting Nov. 30. 











| Advisory Committee. 


in Hollywood | radio propaganda work during the | 





LUCKMAN DRAFTS EDITOR 





|Elwood Hoffman of CBS on Special | - 


Fortnight Loan to Washington 





Elwood C. Hoffman, one of the 
four script editors in CBS Division 
of Program Writing in New York, 
went to Washingten over the week- 
end to spend two weeks there under 
the Charles Luckman Citizens Food 
Hoftmarr did 


war. His services were requested of 
CBS by Michael Roach and William 
Spire who are working directly un- 
der the Lever Brothers head man. 

Hoffman will help organize a num- 
ber of radio documentaries for the 
Luckmanites. 


Jolson Upsurge 
Gives Him Top 
Vocalist Billing 


Big talk throughout the trade is 
Al Jolson’s ranking as radio’s No. 1 
singer. Latest Hooper rating (made 
on the Oct. 16 show) gives his “Kraft 
Music Hall” a full point hike over 
his previous 18.8 tally, not only as- 
suring him a ride in the upper- 
bracketed Top 15 sweepstakes, but 
giving him the lead off spot among 
musical shows on the air. And with 
the Bing Crosby-Philco show taking 
a nosedive to 13.7, it looks like Jol- 
son alone among the singers will 
wind up in the coveted Top 15 bri- 
gade in the upcoming listings. 

As of the moment, it’s Jolson 
against the whole field of male sing- 
ers. That goes for Crosby, Frank 
Sinatra, Dick Haymes, Perry Como 
and the rest. Sinatra’s Saturday 
night “Hit Parade” on NBC knocked 
off a 12.0 rating; Haymes, siotted on 
CBS in the time period opposite 
Jolson, came off with no better than 
a 7.1, while Como’s Chesterfield , 
“Supper Club” averaged a 9.9. 

Looks like Haymes’ Auto-Lite 
show is taking the brunt of the pun- 
ishment in the Jolson upsurge. 
Prior to Jolson’s takeover of the 
Kraft stanza this season, Haymes 
frequently passed the Kraft show 
rating. But he’s finding the Jolson 
9-9:30 Thursday opposition too 
tough an obstacle to hurdle. 


GRAIN SHORTAGE PINCH 
AXES “TENNESSEE JED’ 


“Tennessee Jed,” one of the ad» 
venture strips in ABC’s late-after- 
noon block of kid stanzas, is headed 
for a fadeout the end of next week. 
It’s a case of Ward Baking Co., 
which sponsors the serial in 27 ma- 
jor markets, pulling in its purse- 
strings because of the grain short- 
age. “Jed” has been co-oped where 
not bankrolled by the bakir. out- 
fit. 

Net will move “Dick Tracy” back 
from 4:45 to 5 p.m. to fill the gap 
left by “Jed’s” exit and expand the 
current Treasury Band series at 
4:30 into a half-hour cross-the-board. 











MAPS EXTENSIVE 
PUBLIC SERVICES 


On the basis of its blueprinted 
plans, NBC’s all-out plunge into 
public service will explore new pro- 
gramming concepts. 

In its bid to match the documen- 
tary-public affairs prestige pro- 
gramming that has put the rival 
CBS into the forefront in the past 
year or more, NBC, it’s now learned, 
is moving in new directions to cap- 
ture a sizeable segment of the radio 
“prestige” audience. 

Behind the announcement by NBC 
that it has named a Public Affairs 
Board to mastermind its public serv- 
ice shows, which for the first time 
will correlate the activities of all the 
web’s program divisions, is a sweep- 
ing, all embracive plan designed to 
utilize the talent of NBC’s come- 
dians and other top personalities. 

In view of the fact the network 
has practically cornered the top tal- 


ent market, why, figures the web 
echelon, shouldn’t we corral that 
|talent, whenever possible? Thus, 


it’s planned, when a specific public 
service program would show up to 
added advantage with ap assist from 
Fibber McGee & Molly, Giider- 
sleeve, etc., the network will nego- 
tiate for their appearance on the 
program, And so on down the line. 
‘World’ Is First 

First series on the web’s new pub- 
lic service agenda will be titled “The 
World We Face,” which will be suf- 
ficientiy flexible in format to per- 
mit for documentary or straight 
dramatic exposition. While inked 
for the Sunday afternoon 4:30-5 pe- 
riod, again it’s been designed to per- 
mit for evening showcasing in cream 
time (with commercials, as in the 
case of CBS, to be knocked off), 
whenever deemed essential. Title 
will permit for a wide range of vital 
problems confronting the nation and 
the world. 

All decisions will be left in the 
hands of the Public Affairs Board, 
whose “thinking” will be integrated 
with that of other policy-makers on 
the network. 

Fact that CBS, and in some in- 
stances ABC, have been grabbing 
off all the public service laurel 
wreaths while NBC has been chalk- 
ing up its enviable SRO record on 
commercial time, has been no small 
factor in the web’s decision to climb 
aboard the public service band- 
wagon in a big way. 


Doug Coulter a Veepee 


Foote, Cone & Belding agency 
yesterday (Tuesday) announced ap- 
pointment of Douglas Coulter as a 
vice-president. 

He’s been in charge of New York 
radio for the agency since the resig- 
nation a few months back of Hub- 
bell Robinson, Jr. Latter is now 
programming veepee of CBS. 





NBC USES STARS IN PRESTIGE BID 








Durr: ‘Man of the oe 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 
FCC Commissioner Clifford J. 
Durr was named educational ra- 
dio’s “man of the year” by the 
advisory committee of the School 
Broadcast Conference in session 
in Chicago this week. Durr was 
backpatted as “a friend at 
court” and for his efforts in the 
FCC grant of additional FM fre- 
quencies for educational radio. 


Conference drew more than 
1,500, with nets represented by 
Robert Hudson (CBS), Dwight 
Herrick (NBC) and Robert Sau- 


dek (ABC). CBS originated its 
“American School of the Air” 
(27) before conferencers and 


special local shows were staged 
by WLS, WJJD, WIND and 
WBEZ. 








Beer Sponsors 
Enmeshed in 
Food Crisis 


Clampdewn on grain cued to food 
crisis has come at a time when sev- 
eral beer companies, including Bal- 
lantine, were contemplating a return 





to radio program bankroliing, with 
the new shift in events practically 
snafuing such plans. 

Ballantine, via J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency, last sponsored a Monday 
night. musical show on CBS. 

Situation may have a drastic ef- 
fect on local bankrolling of shows. 
Beer companies in many major mar- 
kets represent some of local radio’s 
heaviest clients, including co-op 
shows. It’s considered likely that a 
clamp on production will force a 
tightening of the coin reins on bank- 
rolling shows. 


WNBC’S GAINES UPPING 





Jim Gaines, general manager of 
WNBC, New York flagship station 
for NBC, this week appointed a new 
sales manager. He’s Don Norman, 
who’s been moved over from Nna- 
tional spot sales. 

Norman succeeds W. O. Tilenius, 
who has resigned to join the John 





Blair station rep outfit, effective 
Nov. 10. Tilenius had been with 
the station for 14 years. 





CBS Ratner Veepee Pact Reprises 


Onetime Sock 


After practically despairing of 
moving its sales promotion-advertis- 
ing operation into the same high 
gear which characterized the Paul 
Kesten-Victor Ratner-Frank Stan- 
ton teamup of years ago, CBS in a 
sudden move last week brought Rat- 
ner back into the organization as a 
veepee. He becomes director of 
sales-promotion and advertising ef- 
fective Nov. 3. 

During the years from 1936 to 
1941 Ratner was the web’s director 
of sales promotion, having been 
brought into the organization and 
trained by Kesten, then exec veepee 


of the web, who gained wide indus- 
try recognition for his promotional 
techniques. The Ratner - Stanton 
promotion parlay under Kesten 
(with Stanton on the research end) 
was the enviable teamup among the 
networks. Thus the Ratner appoint- 


ment reprises a two-way association 


Promotional Setup 


activity between 1930, when Ratner 
joined the network, and 1941. 

Actually Ratner has been doing 
considerable freelance promotional 
work for CBS in recent years, since 
opening his own offices. Only re- 
cently he was commissioned by web 
prexy Stanton to draw up the modus 
operandi for the industry’s partici- 
pation in Charles Luckman’s food 
campaign, reportedly grabbing him- 
self a fast $3,000 for the job. 

Ratner left CBS in ’41 to join the 
now defunct Lord & Thomas agency, 
later moving into the OPA operation 
for the War Dept, He then went in 
on his own. 

In recent years there had been a 
succession of promotion directors at 
CBS, but none was deemed capable 
of filling the bill. Since the departure 
of Dave Fredericks a few months 
back, William Golden, art director, 
has been filling in. Golden remains 
as an associate promotion director, 
as well as art director, with Lou 





Housman also moving into the pic- 
| ture as an associate director. 


NORMAN TO SALES MGR. 





‘Wayne Coy Projected Into Spotlight 
For FCC Chairmanship on the Heels 


Of Pressure for Practical B caster 


Washington, Oct. 28. 
Plenty of support has been 
|drummed up here within the past 
10 days to have Wayne Coy, gen- 
eral manager of Washington Post 
stations WINX and WINX-FM and 


former assistant to President Roose- 
velt, named to the FCC chairman- 


ship. Definite word on White House 


intentions toward the FCC may be 
upcoming shortly, since Democratic 
Committee Chairman Harold Mc- 
Grath is back in town for a Demo 
Committee meeting here tomorrow 
(29). 

Pressures have been exerted at 
the White House for a speedy ap- 
pointment in view of the absence of 
Commissioners Edward Webster and 
E. K. Jett during the winter months 
and a heavy schedule of work ahead 
at FCC. 

White House spokesmen admit 
that the WINX manager is a “likely 
candidate.” Whether the appoint- 
ment has been cleared with Presi- 
dent Truman is still not known. 
Coy himself is non-committal be- 
yond pointing out that nobody who 
is “in a position to offer him the 
job” has talked to him about it. 
Acceptance would entail a consid- 
erable financial loss for him. 


Other names still being mentioned 
for the FCC vacancy are Democratic 
ex-Senators James Mead of New 
York and Hugh Mitchell of Wash- 
ington, Appointment of Brig. Gen, 
Telford Taylor, ex-FCC general 
counsel, and Presidential radio ad- 
viser Leonard Reinsch are also be- 
ing urged in some quarters. 

Coy’s appointment would . be 
warmly received by broadcasters 
and government men, it is believed. 
The industry has definitely put the 
pressure on President Truman to 
name a “practical broadcaster” to 
the post. He also fills the bill as a 
good Democrat and has the reputa- 
tion of being an able administrator. 


Starting out as regional admin- 
istrator of the WPA im 1935, .Coy 
has served in a half-dozen top gov- 
ernment positions, including a three- 
year stint as head of President 
Roosevelt’s Office of Emergency 
Management (1941-43) and as an 
Assistant Director of the Bureau of 
the Budget. In the same period he 
was an executive assistant to Mr. 
Roosevelt. 


ABC Shows Shp 
Despite Plugs 


In the face of one of the most in- 
tensive single evening programming 
buildups given by the network in 
recent years—the Wednesday eve- 
ning ABC parlay—the latest Hooper 
tallies for that evening (Oct. 15) 
have provoked considerable eyebrow 
raising in the trade. 


For one thing, the $22,500-weekly 
budgeted Bing Crosby-Philco show 
(which is exclusive of the top coin 
being channelled into ads publicizing 
“Bingsday”) nosedived to a 13.7 
rating, representing a 1.8 drop. But 
Crosby had a lot of company in the 
downward frend of all the net’s 
Wednesday shows for that evening. 


Jack Paar, in the pre-Crosby slot, 
dropped to a 5.4 off 2.3 points; Henry 
Morgan, in the post-Crosby period, 
came off with a 6.8, down 1.9 points. 
Abbott & Costello wound up with 
5.4, off 0.7; Vox Pop hit a 5.0, off 0.9, 
while the Lone Ranger’s 8.1 repre- 
sented a drop of 1.5. “Mayor of the 





Town,” part of the Wednesday se- 
quencing, copped an initial rating 
of 6.6. 


While it’s true that the Hooper 
charts show a noticeable drop in 
sets-in-use for the date, which the 
trade attributes to the unseasonable 
mildness in the weather (even “Gil- 
dersleeve” on NBC took a 5.0 rating 
nosedive on Oct. 15), the fact re- 
mains that the ABC 8 to 10:30 brack- 
eted shows took it on the chin, 
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Holocaust Coverage Gives Listeners 
‘A Bad Case of Radio-Schizophrenia 


By BOB McDONOUGH 


Portland, Me., Oct. 28. 

The $25,000,000 forest fire holo- 
eaust which struck Maine last week 
was given such terrific competitive 
coverage by radio stations in the 
area that it may constitute an ex- 
pensive object lesson in how not to 
handle a disaster, Commercial com- 
mitments were killed without cere- 
mony. Crews—from station manag- 
ers down through recipe-gabbers to 
the business dept. gals—took to the 
many firefronts for eyewitness 
stories. Engineers worked tricks in 
terms of calendar segments instead 
of hours without relief. And yet the 
net result to the general welfare 
must see the mercy elements ox the 
radio-gathered food and clothing for 
the sufferers totted up against the 
confusion if not panic engendered 
in the minds of the average listener. 

They would be told one moment 
(between be-bop sidés by the Har- 
monicats) that every reported blaze 
was out of control, only to find that 
contradictory stories, made sensa- 
tional by other angles, were being 
offered by the first station’s com- 
petitors. One outlet would advise 
him to stay put alongside his radio, 
another would appeal for his assist- 
ance in quelling a blaze three miles 
from his home, a third would reas- 
sure him that the nearby blaze was 
a false report but wouldn’t his wife 
make sandwiches for distribution by 
the Red Cross, and the fourth, by 
the time he reached it across the 
dial, would be beseeching aqll listen- 
ers to lay off sandwich-making, but 
to rake leaves from the sides of 
their dwellings while contributing 
old brooms to a Legion Post 85 miles 
away. Net result was a new disease, 
dubbed radio-schizophrenia, .mani- 
fested by the more impressionable 
listeners running around like chick- 
ens who had been recently axed, 
and induced by competitive news 
gathering at time of disaster. 

If the NAB wishes to rise from 
the trivial to the important at this 


(Continued on page 35) 


WPAT Grabs Some Kudos 
For “March of Progress’; 
‘Sinatra Day’ Thurs. (30) 


Paterson, N: J., Oct. 28, 

WPAT, Paterson, N. J., has 
grabbed all the honors in the month- 
long civic festivities centering 
around the theme of Hoboken’s 
“March of. Progress.” Conceived, 
organized and directed by WPAT 
personnel in cooperation with the 
Hoboken Chamber of Commerce, the 
affair has turned into a firstrate 
promotion job for the community as 
well as for the station. WPAT has 
managed to get a banner with its 
letters to be displayed from every 
public utility pole and lamppost and 
in the window of every store and 
bank in the city. 

Big hoopla is Thursday (30) when 
Frank Sinatra is guest of honor for 
a “homecoming” shindig, which will 
include a torchlight parade in which 
he and his father, a captain in the 
Hoboken Fire Dept., will get top 
billing. Event will be aired by 
WPAT, with Hoboken to go all out 
in welcoming home the singer. 
They'll even name a street after him. 

Divided into four weekly events, 
the “March of Progress’ opened 
with Hoboken Civic Week in which 
the school system was the center 
of activity. Second week was de- 
voted to the town merchants with 
a general 10% discount on all goods 
advertised in the dailies with prom- 
inent mention of WPAT. Third week 
was dedicated to transportation with 
participation of more than 35 rail- 
road and = steamship companies. 
Windup event is industry week with 
most of the manufacturing outfits in 
the area pitching in the civic drive. 

Dave Golden spearheaded WPAT 
promotion activity. 


TROUT LIKELY TO LAND 








IN NBC JOB HATCHERY | 


Negotiations are going on between 


Bob Trout and NBC, with likelihood | 


that the CBS newsman will move 
over when he returns from his 
cruise in Bermuda waters. Just what 
spot Trout will occupy in NBC's 
heavily-laden schedule of commen- 
tatars hasn't been determined as yet. 

Trout recently exited from the 
Campbell Soup cross-the-board ses- 
sion on CBS, when Ed Murrow took 
over the slot. 


& 





Dinah-James Strictly 
A Biow Production 


Although idea for the new Dinah 
Shore-Harry James show for Philip 
| Morris was projected by CBS, cued 
to the ciggie company’s bid to reach 
a younger ~market, Milton Biow 
agency, rather than CBS, takes over 
|}production reins when program 

preems on Jan. 1. Show, tabbed 

“Call for Music,” will replace “It 

Pays To Be Ignorant” in the Friday 
night CBS period. 

Milton Biow, agency president, 
left for the Coast last Thursday (24) 
to set a producer for the show. CBS 
|is recommending that Larry Berns, 
of the network’s Coast production 
staff, get the producer-writer assign- 

ment, which would mark a reuniting 
| of the Shore-Berns teamup. It’s re- 
called that when the singer branched 
| out into radio with her own 15- 
| minute weekly show for Bristol- 
Myers, Berns produced the program 
for Young & Rubicam. 

While Miss Shore and James now 
| look set for the new musical stanza, 
| there’s still a question whether Art 
| Lund will wind up on the program. 
| Biow agency head at the moment is 
| primarily concerned with setting the 
|two principal segments. In addition 





|the top recording quartet of the 
| week. 

Biow will extend his stay on the 
Coast to Nov. 10, now that most of 
the agency shows are emanating 
from Hollywood. 


BBC Revamp 
In the Works 


London, Oct. 21. 

Sir Wiiliam Haley, director gen- 
eral of the British Broadcasting 
Corp., is preparing a reorganization 
of his departmental chiefs. He has 
been dissatisfied for some time with 
|the clashes of star shows that fre- 
quently occur between the three 
main BBC transmissions — Home, 
Light and Third. Changes are ex- 
pected to be made in the variety®and 
music divisions, including reshufffing 
variety director Michael Standing’s 
section. 

Norman Collins, controller of the 
Light Program and __ best-seller 
novelist, is likely to be promoted to 
controller of entertainment. This 
would give him overriding authority 
over the three main transmissions, 
enabling him to arrange better 
balance in the arrangement of peak 
program times. 

Maurice Gorham, present con- 
troller of television, is also down 
for an even higher appointment. If 
his new assignment is finally ap- 
proved, Cecil McGivern will prob- 
ably fill the television vacancy. 
McGivern recently returned to 
television from the J. Arthur Rank 
Organization. 

Another appointment expected is 
that of R. J. F. Howgill to the 
$15,000 a year post of BBC director 
of music. 


Frisco Hoopla for KGO - 
Fete With ABC’s Noble, 











San Francisco, Oct. 28. 

There will be plenty of hoopla 
here Dec. 1, when KGO, the ABC 
owned-and-operated Frisco station, 
hits the 50,000-watt bigtime. 

Ed Noble, ABC board chairman, is 
flying out, with likelihood of exec 
veepee Bob Kintner joining him for 
the full-day celebration, which will 
|include a number of local origina- 
|tions of coast-to-coast airers, includ- 
ling the Paul Whiteman show. 

There will be a historical dra- 
matic show, based on San Francisco, 
| with Gregory Peck starring. 








| Alan Dale Geis Own Show 


| Allan Dale, singer, who has been 
|spotted on Mutuals “Block Party” 
and “Date Night” stanzas, gets his 
,own weekly show on the web start- 
‘ing Friday (31), 8:15-8:30 p,m. 


Kintner Due to Join In 





Delivers the News 


BOB PETRE 





| KLZ does an exacting job of 
|tailoring the news for the Denver 
}area, then turns it over to veteran 
| newscaster Bob Petre to deliver it 
to listeners over the air. 


KLZ, DENVER. 


Charles Irving's - 
756 in 8-Show 
Network Parlay 


Signing of Charles Irving as direc- 








1 \ tor of the new “This Is Nora Drake” 
| there will be a novelty element, via | 


daytime serial on NBC for Toni 
shampoo illustrates once more the 
fallacy of the frequently-heard claim 


| that New Y¥ork radio is closed to 


new talent. Since coming to New 
York two years ago, Irving has be- 
come one of the top-income actors 
in radio and, with the “Nora Drake” 
assignment, now enters the direc- 
torial field. 

From his various acting commit- 
ments, Irving has an average week- 
ly income of about $1,500, on a 52- 
week basis. His “Nora Drake” stint 
will add an estimated $200. The list 
of -his regular acting assignments, 
with the approximate fees for each, 
includes the title role on “Young Dr. 
Malone,’ at $300; announcer on 


each; character part on “Willie 
Piper,” at $250; narrator on “Explor- 
ing the Unknewn,” at $200; an- 
nouncer on the Ted Lewis open-end 
recorded series, at $250, and, when it 
originates in New York, announcer 
and actor on the Henry Morgan 
show, at $300. 

Those assignments, including 
“Nora Drake,” total $1,900. However, 
the Morgan show takes a summer 
hiatus and, since its return this fall, 
has_ been originating from the Coast. 
On the other hand, Irving gets fre- 
quent calls for single-shot per- 
formances, for which he gets above- 
scale fees. So the $1,500-a-week 
estimate is, if anything, on the con- 
servative side. 

Under the circumstances, Irving is 
taking a relatively unremunerative 
assignment in directing “Nora 
Drake,” since his outside-the-studio 
duties will require longer hours than 
would be necessary for an actor 
stint. The $200 fee obviously doesn't 
cover the assignment from a strictly 
financial standpoint. However, Irv- 
ing was a director as well as actor 
and announcer in Minneapolis and 
Chicago, and he has been anxious 
to get into the directing field in New 
York. He hopes ultimately to work 
into the program package business. 

As his first property in the latter 
field, he has already made an audi- 
tion record of a 15-minute strip, 
“Solo in Crime,” a one-man who- 
dunit which Procter & Gamble re- 
, cently had under option. 


John Daly in CBS Exit; 








| years with the web’s news staff. He 
jis expected only to stay around to 
jnarrate several more editions of 
|“CBS Is Here,” his only current as- 
'signment. Meantime, he’s 
‘ating with another network. 
Daly, 


negoti- 


who formerly did the 11 


has been on special assignments to 
| Europe and Alaska for the net, says 
|his exit stems from his increasing 
‘inability to see eye-to-eye with CBS 
| news chiefs on various matters. 


| Daly’s checkout is the third among 
}longtime CBS newsmen in recent 


“Counterspy” and “Fat Man,” at $200 


‘Can’t See Eye-to-Eye’, 


John Daly is exiting CBS after 10 | 


o'clock news and in the past year | 


it was failing in its duty to the 1, 


Folsom urged the FCC either to 


ences between rural folk in the 


to then FCC chairmen Paul A. Por 


The Deep South Regrets— 


Washington, Oct. 28. 


“Big Jim” Folsom, Governor of Alabama, told the FCC today (Tues.) 


704,000 persons in his state who are 


not now. getting good radio service after dark. The “Deep South,” he 
charged, is subjected to “absenteeism” even in radio listening. 


break down some of the clear chan- 


nels and add a number of regional stations throughout the southern 
states, or, as an alternative, to require some of the existing clear chan- 
nel stations to move to areas which are now inadequately served. Fol- 
som said the “Alabama radio audience is a bit weary of getting its 
culture, comedy and criticism from Hollywood, New York and Chicago 
by way of an erratic skywave radio signa!.” 

The Governor pointed to the wide discrepancy in program prefer- 


South and elsewhere in the United 


States io make his point that Dixieland wants its own stations without 
the need to rely on Yankee and other high-powered transmitters. 
The Governor's statement was filed at the FCC Clear Channel hear- 
ings by W. E. James, special counsel to Folsom, and former assistant 


rter and Charles R. Denny, Jr. 











Liberal Party Buys 16 


Liberal Party has bought 16 quar- 
ter hour segments on six New York 
City outlets, including the four net- 
work flagship stations, for straight 
political talks. 

Early evening and Sunday after- 
noon time, representing an outlay 
of $10,000, has been purchased, with 
series of talks teeing off Monday 
(27) and continuing until Nov, 3. 
WMCA and WQXR are the two in- 
|dies involved. Deals were sef by 
|Morris Novik as part of overall 
| Liberal Party utilization of radio in 
forthcoming campaign. 


Scripters Vote 
On Pact In East 


Terms of the proposed minimum 
| basic agreement between the Radio 
| Writers Guild and the four net- 
works will be submitted to the for- 
mer’s eastern membership at a 
meeting tonight (Wed.) at the Hol- 
land House, N. Y. The midwestern 
and Coast memberships will also 
vote on acceptance of the pact. 

As indicated last week.in VARIETY, 
the contract establishes the Guild 
as bargaining agent for scripters, 
|calls for 90% Guild shop in the 
| freelance and staff writer fields. 
|covers the complex matter of own- 
| ership of the various classifications 
_of rights, and sets up minimum fees. 
|It is the first such agreement ever 
| negotiated in the radio writing field, 
and climaxes years of effort by the 
Guild, many months of conferences 
and, extensive concessions by both 
groups. 

The agreement will almost cer- 
tainly be accepted in toto by the 
Guild memberships, and will then 
be signed by the organization and 
the networks. 


FCC Cancels Permit In 
Kentucky Case Due To 
Its ‘Misrepresentation’ 


Washington, Oct. 28. 

The FCC took extreme action last 
week and cancelled out a construc- 
tion permit issued 10. months ago to 
WWPN, Middlesboro, Ky. At the 
same _ time, 
stated a mutually-exclusive applica- 
tion from the Cumberland Gap 
Broadcasting Co. which had been 
dismissed when WWPN got its grant. 

Commission concluded that on 
basis of info now before it, it would 
never have issued a permit to the 
backers of WWPN. FCC said E. P. 
Nicholson and John Wallbrecht, 
partners in the radio operation, had 
“misrepresented” the circumstances 
which led to their filing a bid in 
Middlesboro and had not given true 
‘picture of their financing arrange- 
, ments. 


ELLERY QUEEN’ TO GET 























“Ellery Queen” gets a new go 
jon the kilocycles nevt month, this 
| time on ABC. Whodunit, which 
| Anacin moved over from CBS to 
| NBC last summer but dropped in 
_favor of “Hollywood Star Preview” 
| will replace “Treasury Agent” in 
the 7:30 Thursday spot, starting 
| Nov. 27. Web is angling hard for 
| a sponsor wrapup ahead of the tee- 
| off date. “Agent” will fade. 
“Ellery” will originate from the 
| Coast, for the first time in its many 
| years on the ether. Looks like an 
ientirely new cast will go into the 


1 Hours in N.Y. for Talks 


the Commission rein-. 


Nas 2 
Clears Campaign 
For 20 Stations 


Washington, Oct. 28 

The networks are lined up two to 
two for and against campaign of the 
Clear Channel Broadcasters Service 
to win 750 kw power for a minimum 
of 20 stations so located to provide 
all sections of the country with a 
choice of four network programs. 
With NBC and CBS supporting the 
regional stations’ vigorous opposition 
to the CCBS plan, it appears certain 
FCC will turn thumbs down on the 
request as now written. As hearing 
heads into its last few days, it looks 
here as if clears will settle for 
status quo and be happy enough if 
FCC stops short of breaking down 
present clear channel assignments. 
FCC is trying for a decision by Jan. 
5 

The developments: 

1. NBC and CBS will both try to 
prove there is little or no duplica- 
tion of their network shows at the 
present time. Under clears’. plan, 
NBC would lose seven powerful af- 


(Continued on page 38) 


WGN Snubs Radio Week, 
Claiming Manufacturers 


Favor Other Ad Media 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 

Frank P. Schreiber, manager of 
WGN, disclosed last week that the 
station would not observe National 
Radio Week, but instead would con- 
duct its own “set owners’ informa- 
tion campaign.” 

In accounting for the defection he 
said that the net result of Radio 
Week “each year has been that radio 
manufacturers are given thousands 
of dollars of free time during which 
the public is stimulated to buy their 
products. At the same time these 
manufacturers are spending thou- 
sands of dollars for paid advertising 
in other media. It just doesn’t add 
up.” Proponents of Radio Week 
point out that WGN, Mutual outlet, 
airs Philco’s “Burl Ives Show” and 
Pilot Radio’s “American Forum of 
the Air.” 

WGN’s campaign, which teed off 
Oct. 20 and continues several weeks, 
consists of 10 spots daily. Spots plug 
Station's clear channel and urge pros- 
pective buyers to get sets that will 
pull in WGN. 


NBC SYNDICATE SETS 
RUNYON CYCLE OF 52 


NBC Radio-Recording Division 
Monday (27) took wraps off the big- 
gest, most expensive syndicated show 
|it has ever undertaken—a plattered 
series of 52 half-hour dramatizations 
of the late Damon Runyon’s Broad- 
way stories, with Pat O’Brien as 








ABC SUSTAINING RIDE with tne Demon nunson estate for 


the story rights. 

Damon Runyon Memorial Fund 
does not figure in the setup, but 
promotional tie-ins between the show 
and fund are naturally envisioned. 

Series, to be released early next 
spring, is being scripted by Tom 
| Langan, R-R D staffer, with H. H. 
| Wood, manager of the division’s pro- 
|gram dept., producing and directing. 
First airer has already been cut, 
|based on “Princess O'Hara,” with 
| Wendy Barrie in the title role. 
| Dramats will be offered on a syn- 
|dicated basis for spot advertisers 
|over local stations. Immediate ob- 





Johnny Guarnieri’s instrumental months, William L. Shirer and Bob | stanza. New title character hasn't |jective, NBC said, will be to interest 


group will back him. 


}Trout having gone before. 


ieven been picked. 


regional spot advertisers. 
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How New Code Shapes Up 


Washington, Oct. 28. 


Although the 12-man committee of independent station men which 
met at NAB headquarters here last Thursday (23) did a thorough job 


of turning out a complete new indie-approved code, their pr: 


cipal 


recommendations hit hardest at the present code proscriptions on 


commercial c 


other types of program fare. 


y and rewording of a few sections on political and 


Herewith, are the indies’ No. 1 changes in the code which was ap- 
proved conditionally by the NAB Board of Directors at Atiantic 


City last Month: 


TIME STANDARD FOR COMMERCIALS 


1. Consecutive confmercial announcements shall not be 


(This refers to double spotting.) 


that no two announcements may be broadcast contiguously, 


allowed, 
This shall be construed to mean 
whether 


the announcements are for the same sponsors or different sponsors— 
no matter what length the announcement may be. 

2. Service announcements (Time and Weather) shall be exempt 
from point number one providing the commercial section of the 
announcement does not exceed 15 seconds. Where a service announce- 
ment carries commercial copy longer than 15 seconds, the regulations 
listed under section one shall be applied. Service announcements 
adjacent to other announcements shall be limited to two each hour, 


3. For purposes of assigning commercial time limitations, 


a pro- 


gram unit shall be the total elapsed time from the sign-on to sign-off 


of the program. 


(This means that a 15-minute program would be 14 


minutes if followed by a one-minute adjacent announcement or 14- 


minutes, 30 seconds if followed by a 30-second announcement. 


The 


adjacent announcement shall not exceed one minute. 
4. Where a program is sold to a single sponsor, the commercial time 
shall be limited as follows (to apply to all broadcasts, day or night): 


Approx. 
2:30; Approx. 25 minutes, 
minutes, 


& minutes, 1:15; Approx. 10 minutes, 2:00; Approx. 15 minutes, 
3:15; Approx. 30 minutes, 3:45; Approx. 45 
5:30; Approx. 55 minutes, 
5. Where programs are followed 


6:00; Approx. 60 minutes, 7:00. 
by a spot announcement it is 


desirable to schedule announcements of 30 seconds or less in dura- 


tion. 


Where stations schedule an announcement of 30 seconds or less, 


the station, at its option, may increase the commercial time in a 


program unit by 30 seconds. 
minutes or longer.) 


(This refers only to program of 15 


6. Any reference to the sponsorship in a program period, either 


by trade name, product name, or 


slogan shall be construed as part 


of the total commercial time allowed. Care shall be taken not to 
permit over-use of such references on a program. 
7. All multiple sponsorship programs such as participations pro- 


rams, announcement programs, 


programs of half hour, 


“musical clocks” 
me limitations set forth in paragraph four. 


are subject to the 
In the case of such 


three quarters of an hour and hour duration, 


appropriate multiples of 15 minutes shall apply. 
8. Programs of news, news commentary and news analysis, which 
are less than 14 minutes in length shall contain no middle commer- 


cial announcement. 


POLITICAL DRAMATIZATIONS 
POLITICAL BROADCASTS: Dramatization of political issues shall 


Le clearly identified as such before and after the broadcast. 


code forbids dramatizations.) 


PUBLIC AND CON'FROVERSIAL ISSUES: 
the indies that no provisions be written pending ruling by the 


(Present 


(It was the feeling of 
C on 


the Mayflower decision, due to come up for hearing Jan. 12.) 
RELIGIOUS PROGRAMS: Since it is customary for religious lead- 
ers to solicit funds on a voluntary basis to carry on the work of the 
Church or institution of religion, the minister, priest or rabbi utiliz- 
ing the microphone as his pulpit shall be entitled to the same con- 
sideration. However, no appeal for funds shall be permitted on such 


rograms where the primary purpose is to raise funds. 


orbids all solicitation.) 


(Present code 


INTERPRETATION: Where specific or unique problems of pro- 
ramming occur, stations may refer them to a Standards of Practice 
terpretative Committee for ruling. All decisions of the Interpreta- 
tive Committee shall be based on good taste and service to the listener. 


Petrillo Meet 
To Set Radio 
Status Soon 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 

Radio networks are expected soon 
to know their fate. James C. Pe- 
trillo, prez of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, has called a spe- 
cial meeting of the union's interna- 
tional executive board here on Nov. 
6 and, while there’s considerabie 
speculation that the convening of 
the board might mean new develop- 
ments in the disk ban, ft’s generally 
accepted among union executives not 
On the board that the reason for the 
meet lies in the radio situation. 

Petrillo has said that as of Feb. 1, 
when all current radio contracts ex- 
pire, he will order musicians who 
comprise commercial radio bands 
off the air. It’s figured that name 
bands working radio commercials 
(which are few) will be included in 
such a stop-work order. 

Meanwhile, network radio officials 
both here and in Hollywood and 
New York are fashioning plans for 
operation without musicians. Radio 
talent, producers, etc., not taking 
part in the building of such ideas 
cannot see how many of the shows 
now studding daily program listings 
can be aired without music, but they 
See others using disks (even on net 
shows) as temporary stopgaps. 

There is some conversation here, 
too, that Petrillo has planned to sell 


his musicians’ services to radio 
sho we 


——}/. 





Hearing Set for Six Hub 
Groups Eyeing WORL Slot 
Although Station Goes On 


Washington, Oct. 28. 

Six bidders for Boston’s radio 
channel WORL will slug it out in 
FCC public hearing in Boston, start- 
ing Dec. 15, the Commission an- 
nounced last week. 

Contenders are Continental Tele- 
vision Corp.; Josepl: Solimene; 
Bunker Hill Broadcasting Co.; Bos- 
ton Radio Co., Inc.; Beacon Broad- 
easting Co., Inc., and Pilgrim Broad- 
casting Co. FCC has ordered WORL 
Off the air by Nov. 30, '47, because 
of misrepresentations on its stock 
ownership made several years ago. 
However, the Commission i8 ex- 
pected to continue station on the air 
beyond Nov. 30 until it decides 
among the six candidates for WORL’s 
slot. 

At the same time, station may win 
at least another year’s reprieve in 
any event, since counsel for WORL 
are preparing to test the FCC ruling 
in the U. S. Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia. 





They Got an Awful Lot 
Of Jingles in Brazil 


Sao Paulo, Brazil, Oct. 14. 

Emissoras Unidas, group of three 
radio stations here, has announced 
plans to produce and record a flock 
of musical jingles in Portuguese as a 
service to U. S. advertisers selling in 
the Brazilian market. 

Service will be gratis to those ad- 
vertisers. Unidas’ permanent staff 
of writers and talent will make the 
jingles. 











LITTLE FELLOWS 
MAKE THEIR POINT 


Washington, Oct. 28. 

Greater ‘participation of the in- 
dependent stations in the NAB from 
here on in and adoption of an in- 
dustry Standards of Practice re- 
flecting sentiment of the indies and 
net-affiliated stations, rather than 
that of the webs, appears virtually 
assured following meeting of a 12- 


man militant committee of indie 
reps here last week. 

The indies, headed. by WNEW, 
N. Y. program manager Ted Cott, 


demanded (and stand a fair chance 
of winning) the following: appoint- 
ment of a standing committee of in- 
dependent station reps within the 
NAB structure; naming of three of 
their committee to meet with the 
NAB Code Screening Committee 
and with the NAB board of directors 
when it huddles on the code in mid- 
November; and provision for a 60- 
day waiting period in which entire 
NAB membership may study an 
amended code before the board 
takes final action to put it in effect. 

In addition, the indie reps, claim- 
ing among them to have polled the 
sentiment of over 250 non-netwerk 
and affiliated stations on the code, 
rolled up their sleeves and wrote a 
complete new version of that con- 
troversial document. They made no 
bones about the fact they were sore 
that independents were not ade- 
quately represented on the original 
code drafting committee, and served 
notice on NAB that if the present 
standards are put on the books, 
scores of stations would hand in 
their membership cards. 

Pointing out that non-network 
stations account for 30% of NAB’s 
membership, they claimed they had 
no intention of setting up a com- 
peting indie organization but wished 
to work “more effectively” within 
the major trade organization. (Of 
the 407 indies on the air, 269 already 
hold NAB cards). 

The indies came armed with letters 
and filled-in questionnaires from 
broadcasters throughout the coun- 
try. Chairman Cott claimed to have 
personally received over 50 letters; 
Cal Smith of KFAC, Los Angeles, 
had replies from 75 broadcasters 
(incomplete returns on a personal 
poll he conducted among over 200 
outlets in 14 western states); and 
Gene Weil, WLAQ, Rome, Ga., re- 
ported sentiments of the Georgia 
Assn. of Broadcasters. Overwhelm- 
ing majority favored amendment of 
the present code. 

‘Tougher and Fairer’ 

Indie version of a code as de- 
livered by the hard-working Cott 
committee represents, according to 
Cott, both a “tougher and fairer” 
document, Present code, he claimed, 
is “too negative,” and needs a strong 


(Continued on page 40) 


Siark Takes Settlement 
6 ° b e 
In ‘20 Questions’ Suit 
Producer Charles Stark has ac- 
cepted an out-of-court settlement of 
his suit against Fred VanDeventer in 
connection with joint ownership of 
the Ronson-sponsored Mutual show, 
“90 Questions.”~ Via the settlement, 
Stark releases to VanDeventer all 

rights he had to the stanza. 

Amount of the buy-off was not dis- 
closed, but it’s understood there was 
a substantial judgment in the N. Y. 


County supreme court in Stark’s be- 
half. 


British Going Hillbilly? 
Memphis, Oct. 28. 

Lillian Lang, of the _ British 
Broadcasting Corp. program depart- 
ment, and a group of associates 
have been at WSM, Nashville, the 
past week transcribing a 30-minute 
program telling the story of Ameri- 
can folk music. 

It will be rebroadcast throughout 
the British Isles under the title, 
“Smoky Mountain Serenade,” with 
WSM’s Bradley Kincaid as master 
of ceremonies, assisted by an- 
nouncer Louie Buck. 

Grand Ole Opry stars to be heard 
include Roy Acuff, Uncle Dave Ma- 
con and Eddy Arnold, 
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Revenue-Poor FW ers Take Lead 
In Demands to Soften Proposed Code 
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The Finger Points 

Washington, Oct. 28. 
Networks got some gentle 
pokes from sharp-tongued Ted 
Cott, chairman of the indie code 


committee, which met at NAB 
hdqs. here last week. 

Cott emphasized his 12-man 
code commitee was not a “pro- 
test group within NAB.” Said 
he: “We don’t consider our- 


selves the ‘Peck’s bad boys’ of 
the industry. Nor do we con- 
sider the networks its Frank 
Merriwells. All we are asking 
is for even breaks with them.” 
Later on, Cott reminded his 
audience that since 80% of all 
radio listening is,to network 
programs, the nets, ipso facto, 
must shoulder at least 80% of 
the blame for all the kicks 
against radio’s excessive and 
unpleasant plug-uglies. 


Don't Look Now, 
But We Got Some 
Dialers, Too: NBC 


The proof of the coverage pud- 
ding, as far as NBC is concerned, is 
in counted listeners. In a sales pro- 
motion brochure, 2,800 copies of 
which went out to stations, adver- 
tisers and agencies over last week- 
end, the network held up computa- 
tions based on Broadcast Measure- 
ment Bureau data to show that NBC 
is head and shoulders above its com- 
petitors on any listening level. 

It was NBC’s answer—as far as 
the trade was concerned—to Mu- 
tual’s much-discussed “listenability” 
claims (based on signal strength) as 
well as to CBS claims based a dif- 
ferent use of BMB figures. NBC 
execs denied it was “an answer” to 
Mutual, pointing out that the bro- 
chure was in preparation long be- 
fore Mutual announced its “listen- 
ability” claims. (NBC did refer to 
the brochure in a promotion ad last 
June 25.) 

Nevertheless, the NBC piece 
makes pointed reference to competi- 
tor’s claims. Explaining what BMB 
is, in a foreword, NBC states: “The 
result is a nationwide picture of 
listening to every station and net- 
work in the country—a measure- 
ment of how many families actually 
listen to a. station (circulation or 
audience), not how many families 
can hear (coverage or signal 
strength).” ‘That's the answer to 
Mutual. And: “Or to put it another 
way: Total Radio Families—(minus) 
Non-listening Radio Families 
(equals) BMB Audience.” That was 
the reply to CBS. 

Brochure proceeds to point out 
NBC’s superiority on the basis of 
geographical areas (counties and 
major cities) as well as in terms of 
listening levds. “In any compari- 
son of BMB figures on any level, day 
or night,” it states, “the NBC net- 
work stands far above all others— 
and the higher the standard (level 
of comparison) the greater is NBC’s 
superiority.” 

Brochure represents the first half 
of a dual punch by NBC's promo- 
tion dept. “To indicate the signifi- 
cance of the 75% level (of listening) 
to advertisers,” web has cooked up 
a special presentation to pitch 
around in timebuying and bank- 
roller circles. 


Kaiser-Frazer’s Chi Buy 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 

Kaiser-Frazer will sponsor a 
three-hour Sunday afternoon “Radio 
Theatre” on WIND, Chi indie, 
starting Dec. 14 and continuing 
through April 4. Shows, to be aired 
consecutively, comprise one 30-min- 
ute disk jock stint, two 30-minute 
transcribed dramas, and 90 minutes 
of pro basketball. 

Deal was hap 
Drake & Bement, 











by Swaney, 





Washington, Oct. 28. 

Revenue-poor FM’ers, 85% of 
whom are still operating in the 
red, are way out ahead of the indie 
AM’ers in their demands to soften 
the National Assn. of Broadcasters’ 
new industry code. 

The NAB-FM executive commit- 
tee meeting at NAB headquarters 
here last Friday (24) generally sup- 
ported the revisions recommended 
by a committee of AM independents 
the day before. But they also want- 
ed an automatic hike in the three- 
minute commercial ceiling on 30- 
minute evening shows to 3:30 min- 


utes, asked for right to fit mid- 
commercials in newscasts of less 
than 15 minutes’ length, and de- 
manded an affirmative statement 
from NAB permitting broadcast of 
“prices paid” in horse-racing 
stanzas. The FM’ers also asked 


for more latitude in 
mercial time in 
programs, which 
their revenue. 

First off, the FM committee, head- 
ed by pioneer FM’er Leonard Asch 
of WBCA, Schenectady, resolved 
unanimously that any code adopted 
should apply equally to FM opera- 
tions. However, in the unlikely 
event that NAB puts the present 
draft on the books, FM’ers stand 
ready to ask for a year’s waiver in 
their observance of the new stand- 
ards. 

Most drastic rewrite job on the 
code was performed by the indie 
AM’ers who both tightened and lib- 
eralized the present draft. Both the 
‘AM’ers and the FM men, however, 
wanted more latitude for multiple- 
sponsored shows. In addition, the 
FM’ers called for an extra 30 sec- 
onds of plug for half-hour evening 
shows under single sponsorship. 
Present NAB code limit is three 
minutes. 

FM’ers also unwed that the pres- 
ent NAB limit oi three minutes of 
plug for 15-miriie daytime stints 
exclude time devoted to “station 
break” announcements between 
programs. This would give them 
an additional 20 to 40 seconds of 
commercial time. 

The FM committee also went 
down the line for double spotting 
when one of the spots is a “service” 
announcement and wanted no pro- 
hibitions clamped on news stints 
which did not apply to all other 
programs. Generally their recom- 
mendations on commercial time, 
like those of the indie standard 
broadcasters, were geared to pro- 
tect operators who rely heavily on 
“participating shows” for their 
bread and butter. 


KWK, UERMW Resume Old 


Feud on Sponsorship Of 
Commentator Program 


St. Louis, Oct. 28. 

KWK and the St. Louis local of 
the United Electrical Radio and 
Machine Workers (CIO) last week 
reopened their old feud over the 
weekly commentator program which 
the union’s national office sponsors 
on Mutual. Im retaliation for what 
it terms a breach of understanding 
by the union, the station has re- 
moved all reference ti} the UERMW 
in the local cut-in for the program. 

From the start of the series KWK 
has refused to accept payment for 
the progtam’s time and instead used 
a cut-in reading “this program is 
sponsored in many markets by the 
United Electrical Radio and Machine 
Workers of America but is carried 
in St. Louis as a public service.” 
Last week when the union ran a 
spotlight ad in the local dailies an- 
nouncing the switch of the pro- 
gram’s personality from Leland 
Stowe to Arthur Gaeth KWK 
charged that by the ad’s reference 
to the UERMW the union had vio- 
lated an agreement to let the sta- 
tion preview all such copy. 

KWK’s original action on the 
series was followed by the union’s 
filing a complaint with the FCC, 
but nothing came of this, after the 
Station retorted that its policy was 
to carry qualified speakers on labor 
questions but not to sell time. 


slotting com- 
multiple-sponsored 
provide bulk of 
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wage Which, in a nutshell, is not| 
the answer to exploiting the Groucho | 
talents to best advantage. 

As audience participation emcees | 
go, the Groucho can keep up with | 
the best of them. 








(Elgin American, ‘of course), plus 
the usual $80-$90-$100 payoff for 
each set of contestants, as well as 
the chance at the elusive $1,000) 





|! announced on his getaway sequence 


WMCA, which aires it from wax at 
9:30 p.m.). 

“Let the people speak—that’s what 
this program proposes to do,” Gaeth 


last week (22). He devoted the open- 








better if he confined each stanza to 
one topie and try to drive home one 
point, dispensing with the smatter- 
ing of items at the start. Either that, 














Business may be business, and lack 
of sponsor make one a football, but 
artistically the NBC Symphony sfays 
important, impressive and alive. 
Toscanini will be on the podium 
for 16 weeks, from Oct. 25 through 





is packaged by Mort Jacobson, for- 
mer partner of Johnny Neblett, 





whose very successful “So the Story 


this show, the writing of the national 
anthem is a highly dramatic affair, 
and projects a punchy story of a man 
not fully convinced of the justice of 





site imaginativene® to turn. this 
show into one of the airlanes most 
exciting and stimulating offerings 
| Preem show for the fall series last 
| Tuesday (21) was the reenactment 
| of the Battle of Gettysburg, the 








jor George Fielding Ediot who gave 
a typical grandstand-coach interpre- 
tation of the military lineup of the 
General Robert, E. Lee and George 





‘ , Gordon Meade’s forces 
rand slam. It’s all ot ighlighti se A . . |the war of .1812, but is convinced I ' 
ore, eee en pg BUR ong I eue's Goes” was cut short by his death in | otherwise while arranging for the|, From there, every trick in the 
How to integrate the Groucho | standpoint. But since he’s adept at|® Plane crash in September, 1946. —_| release of an American medico cap- a, as Ba. Set any 
Merx comedy into radio program- | the wire-recorded technique, the for-| Jacobson has taken the formula of | ‘¥zed by the British. phony clinkers that could irrevoc- 
ing 


is still something the boys 


aven’t solved as yet. Rose. 


CHILD’S WORLD 

With Helen Parkhurst, George Hicks, 
announcer 

Producer: Helen Parkhurst 

Director: Charles Harrell 

30 Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m. 

Sustaining 

ABC, from New York 


Miss Helen Parkhurst, founder of | 
the Dalton School in N. Y. and 





|and if better wages are asked cer- 


mer format should be best. 

Aside from the fact that the whole 
stanza is sponsor-slanted, the union 
confines its straight pitch to a few 
seconds at the windup. The plug in 
the opener could have been a lot 
more effective. Wording was so 
muddled it was. difficult to catch 
what the UE was driving at. Some- 
thing about supporting the European 
aid program, ‘but it’s “not enough,” 





tain producers will jack up prices 
again. etc. 











of kids eight to 15 years old in her 
Manhattan home and guide them 
through an unrehearsed discussion 
of a certain topic. Session is wire- 
recorded for the air. 

Topic of the initial stanza last 
Sunday (26) was “Lying.” Kids were 
unaware that their discussion was 
being recorded, it was announced as 





| With George Cahan, Jane Overington 
Producer: Ted Estabrook ' 

30 Mins.; Sun., 8:30 p.m.. 
REA-VICTOR-BARTELLS 

| WFIL-TV, Phila. 

This visual quiz stacks up as an 
| excellent video program, with plenty 
lof interest throughout and with a 
format that makes for high enter- 











“So the Story Goes” and cast Ed 
Prentiss as narrator, with Ray | 
Suber doubling. Prentiss compresses 
a lot of drama into anecdotes, which 
come two to a platter, with a middle 
break for commercials. He takes up 
confidently where Neblett left off, 
while Suber’s doubling serves as a 
neat .break in straight narration. 
The stories are in the same partly 
historical who’d-have-thought-it vein 
that carried Nebiett to the top. 





| questions, which are neither too 

| highbrow nor too lowbrow, and then 

| picks a telephone number from list 
of names sent in to the studio. 


_ This random approach makes for 
| interesting listening. Right answers 
|mean best-selling books to the 
brightees. Helping matters along is 
| Jane Overington, 





The enactments and pacing of the 
program 
Ted Cott’s production was topnotch. 

Prebably no program dealing with 
the national anthem would be au- 
thentic without Lucy Monroe. 
rendition made the session official. 

Jose. 


OPIE CATES SHOW 

With Ruth Perrott, Noreen Gammill, 
Fred Howard, 
Francis X. Bushman; Basil Adlam, 
music 


were capably done og ee 


Her | 


Barbara Filler,| another sector of the 


ably c'ast the illusion into blatant 
Little touches such as the 
interviews with the Union and cap- 
tured Confederate soldiers were 
| stage-managed to perfection. In the 
heat of battle, John Daly’s mike cuts 
|off into 6minous silence; another 
| reporter’s voice chokes up with ex- 
| citement at the fury of the fighting: 
janother correspondent breaks in to 
| announce something important from 
front, ete. 
These were among the deft details 





from Clinton, Ark., who has taken 


ing house, which appears to be in 
a nearby Arkansas town. Cates put 
his lines across as though they came 
naturally. 

The setting had possibilities, what 





with a wide assortment of characters 


up residence in Ma Buskirk’s board- | 


(Gardner) 
This show, which is also aired on 
|a southern regional network of 65 
| outlets, is g familiarly styled variety 
| session concocted chiefly for rural 
|dealers. Airer has a barn-dance flavor 
| with a full quota of hillbilly croon- 
| ing, syncopated spirituals and adul- 
| terated Dixieland jazz. No particular 





aha a i 





i ee NBC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA | CBS IS THERE 
i OU BET YOUR LIFE ABTEUS parte With Arture Toscanini conducting; | With Don Hollenbeck, Major George 
i ith Groucho Marx, Jack Slattery, | Writer: Gaet Ben Grauer, anmeuncer Fielding Eliot, John Daly, Jack. | 
— wv announcer; Billy May orch; audi- | 15 Mins.; Wed., 7:30 p.m. 60 Mins.; Sat., 6.30 p.m, EST son Beck, Ken Roberts | 
- ence participants UNITED ELECTRICAL WORKERS oe , Weiter: Mebert Lents Shiva. tei. | 
re ‘ riters: Bernie Smith, Hy Freedman (CIO) ‘ NBC, from New York cajah Wren ’ 
Ht 1 ws ict Rigen ge — ee PO be told) Arturo Toscanini, marking his | Producer-Director: Shayon 
a ee en se net) il 2 ~ Joa onal oe dea 10th ay wae 1 wit re NBC ag a ee Tues., 10:30 p.m, 
- 3 “s -m. aur <raetn, we ene : hony, formed in expressly for | Sustaining 
» # ELGIN AMERICAN around as a radio newsman (his wee inds himself and his ensemble| CBS, from New York 
- ABC, from Hollywood coverage of the Nuernberg trials sidetracked this year from the : : Ry 
i | ‘Weiss & Geller) last year won him the Headliners’ ~ 5 “snot into the This show, which earned its way 
. the genuine | Award), has taken over this:spot as familiar Sunday 5 p.m. spot into (ve |into the fall program picture after 
‘i Gian anaes ties . pathy nmer replacement for commentator Le- ogee | pa: Oe ening tude clicking as a symmer replacement, 
|) ness. came back into radio with his | land Stowe ands going out among ey ery de seemed yet is a brilliant piéce of radio magic, 
. | m sh Monday (27), after sev-|The People (including important be : ‘aturday’s | Central concept behind this series 
st own show Monday (27), a hirls at|ones as well as “little” ones) with What was evident from Saturday's! j- ine recreation-of dramatic hae 
££ SE ee ee ee eee oy oasor- | is wine recerder.t0 ab. thenk. what (25) season opener was that the! i, history with the illusion that CBS 
a 4 Ptr Bigin Anoeien tinklnrs "00 they think about the trend of af- spirit and calibre % oes and correspondents are at the center of 
aeehieate a pa thers eg acces-| fairs. The program will originate ae ig Dal oli Mosthoved ree events. It’s an original idea that 
7 | sories, he’s emceeing a transcribed | from. aries Ces wanes Geeks pee of miperior quality that left a protuner-eis eneer Robert Lewis 
i : re me a te ae Pans aed A beine Se at ‘he-toaih glow of distinction and pleasure. ayon is handling with the requi- 
4 ‘ s 


; : ‘turning poinq&in the American Civil 
In fact, on Mon-| .""" 3 ; Dec. 13 and from Feb. 14 through | spite hay 
i day's premiere his banter on the| 8 Regge: tag * rg gg i D°’ARTEGA | April 3. Erich Kleiber and Ernest | War. Sy how an ‘cage 
i adlib uptake was several notches | WSS: Ww. rane iy ; ; . = | Ansermet will be guest conductors | When & Cry, amatic voice said: . 
ij , “a ee - | Hollywood Red probe, Sen. Glenn When 30 top-flight musicians met | ig eon ate a <a i |“This is Don Hollenbeck at Union 
is above the level of the average quiz- | oouta = - “Agia? ascites - ; pear ... | for four weeks each, in the interim. : 
master Which. of course. is not | Taylor’s horseback rige across the| 16 accomplished singers in Lieder- Bron Army headquarters somewhere he- 
4 urprising And unlike many of | country, ov ee kranz Hall something sensational ae vena : hind the lines near Gettysburg.” the 
4 ha ; | costs issue. In connection with the| ha ned, Last week D’Artega’s . dialer was thrust into a vortex of 
4 ! h § é : appe , : pay ; ITAGE : - 7 - x ¢ 
: Setemit tanahten hak Ur Wharton latter, he called attention to the| Orchestra combined with the Emile Ls gy ee ase Johnson, | 2" historical action which, though . 
a a ef the contestants, but from an off- | Profit gains of such big outfits (and | Cote Glee Club in the first of a series| “PF ucy Monroe, Eleanor Sherman, |™0re than 80 years past, had the 
| ward zanyism that has a quality of big radio spenders, too) as Borden’s| of gala transcriptions for the ex- Leonard Sherer, Kermit Murdock | ViVidness of the Battle of Dunkerque. 
- 3 Peshness about it Armour, Generali Foods and Con-| ¢lusive use of Lang-Worth's 500 Preducer: Ted Cott The fact that mikes should be 
a 4 But the fact remains that “Bet a ng —e its lead-in ¢ affiliates. Director: Jack Grogan ee aad the gases rg battle- 
q “ae I is was Gaeth’s lead-in for re- a sgh eld should present as little difficulty 
‘ef Your Life” is a quiz show, and not] corded interviews with a worker's LANG-WORTH, INC. NEW YORK behead \g gd — to the listener as the lack of com- 
i a highly original one at that, and for | family in Turkey Creek, Pa., and a Se AMERICAN HERITAGE FOUNDA- plete realism in a legit stage setting. 
i: % the greater part of a half-hour major | Negro woman worker in Winston- Effectiveness of this presentation is 
. tt ater - TION Pp 
* } e preg wy interest is renee — Salem. The Turkey Creek man, with | eit ere . WNEW, N.Y measured by the extent to which 
L a rehashed prize-winning gimmick | ag wife and five children and $38 in| T R : Catal ay ~~ : s listeners voluntarily remit their 
: 3 that puts the Groucho talents at the | weekly take-home pay, was in favor | ranscription eview The Freedom erate oa tig Som doubt in the dramatic license nece- | 
im | mercies of the usual run of unin-|of reinstalling price controls. The | the country with @ priceless coMlec-| ..ry for the production, “CBS is 
: | ee * gett Which, Marx or | wife said she could only afford one — . = yes igs ete dn mae There” accomplishes this illusion by 
- S no, arx, reduces those _ inspira- : Ww he: 5 subject o his new rama- 7% : ' 
i M tional moments ny eae oy csr a ta eat GP at. te gy of | THIS IS THE STORY tization produced in cooperation nod Jy factors of fidelity to his 
4 : b *| Meat three or four Gays weekly, and | with Ed Prentiss, Ray Suber, and | ‘ith the American Heritage Foun- orical fact and an utterly dead-pan 
im | It’s a far cry, indeed, from the; leo instead of butter. The kids Elwyn Owen, organist datic e ine Wawa ae PM It's | technique of reportage. Special 
: | Groucho, who, armed with a script | didn't get enough milk either, she | writers: Gene Brombars, Salle War- | eee Fema ecies Seg nde kudoes should go to the roster of 
. a patterned to his zany techniques, | said. The W-S woman (who seemed | ren) others : Prog oe he pays Nome CBS correspondents who, as thespers, 
- ¢an be explosive. to be reading from a script whereas | proaucers: Sherman Marks, Roy |\° fundamenta! patriotism, but Un-| play themselves without toppling in- 
: 3 At least they could have endowed | the previous interviewees didn’t) ‘aieieer : = , oe = gen Oe geal | to caricature. 
i yi : , i rf r depends upon a so j nans “ ? 
4 yao Pack asthe ate ry arg wel oa ertiediganse = Ee ays bgp helped em | 15 Mins. setion to id listeners, rather than | It’s true that no battle _in_ the e 
at . newness about it. But “Bet | © . oney and al-| MORTON RADIO PRODUCTIONS | jhe correctness of the propaganda it | Second World War ever received the 
4 Your Life” is basically a reprise of |S0 forced other stores to cut food | 0 ree ee ee | coverage which this show gives to ' 
ie, “Strike It Rich.” In fact it goes | prices. | Sequels generally suffer by com-j| wants to project. | Gettysburg. Four reporters were dis 
: ack a few years ago when Art|, Quality of the recordings was only | parison with the original, but in| _,4 Well tailored script based on the | rintteg at various vante ; 
Q inkletter was usin similar pay-| fair; some of the interviewees’ se. |” , ‘ CSE, story behind the writing of the 10us vantage points 
3 ‘ g a sim pay- | — rt tae es Te-' this instance the original is equaled | « apie |for the blow-by-blow descriptions. 
% off treatment on “People Are| Marks were indistinct. Gaeth’s quiz- |S I™S'@n¢ Ps, q Star Spangled Banner” teed off | G7. neat device for adding realism 
Y Funny.” There's a constant barrage | Zing was pertinent, however. it|and even surpassed in overall pro-|the series with Raymond Edward)... the inclusion in the act of M: 
; of compact-cigaret case giveaways | Would seem, though, that he’d do| duction polish. “This Is the Stery”| Johnson as the central figure. In : ot eo naion eel 


: that built into a compelling realism. 
About 50 of the 260 series have : ws 
a originator of the “laboratory ‘plan”| UE deserves a kudo, however, for| been cut to date, with the others| Writer: Rosewell Rogers All in all, it was a tour de — ; 
; adopted in progressive schools | spending its money to give labor one | skedded at the rate of 25 per week Producer-director: Glenhall Taylor ; ¥ 
throughout the world, is said by | of its few voices on the air. in a race to get under the Petrillo | 3® Mins.; Mon., 8:30 p.m. (EST) 
ABC to have spent two years in the Doan. ‘deadline. Sustaining : ERNIE LEE SHOW 
development of this program idea. ABC, from Hollywood 7 With Brown’s Ferry Four, Trail- 
lieving that parents and other { POetooee This situation pomer?. which|  plagers, Donna Jean, Doc Wilde- 
gous tend a — children as\ + e.|.° bd ABCs pg Po night eS wae ~—: ~ Fisher, announcer | 
“problems,” rather than going to the | + | ] R wall . : Pup, riter: Vernie Ja 
gore of the problems “Tamcieiene. t elevision e€views didn’t come off as well as it might! producer: Ken Smith 
iss Parkhurst has evolved a mop- |} > | have, and it's hard to put a finger | 39 Mins.; Sun., 4 p.m. 
pet roundtable seeking “better un- | POOP SO OT OTSey | Soe i gen why. Opie Cates COLE MILLING CO. 
erstandin etween ildre . ' " P S 
3 adults.” Bechaieris Ss - Weta evden | LET’S POP THE QUESTION | George Cahan, emcee, poses the tryfied Dennis Day role of a boy WLW, Cincinnati 














referred to as| (albeit pretty recognizable types) ; . vith “ia 
; } | “ Tonje” rete j ¥ : rat 7 r~> | style is evident in the format. Per- 
if he nee 4 ; qc | tainment values. | ; | “Janie” on the program, who injects | aroiind to meddle in Opie’s affairs in | ¢~. pl : Ang 
m ped a Maton aeiaiak Sincer aocka Show makes visual use of pictures | comedy by playing dumbdora role | a mean-to-be-helpful way. The sit- | meen ce oer te 
a Miss Parkhurst wind up by saying 'and objects, in manner similar to| while pictures and objects are being | uation in the opener had _ possibili- | dishin rar" en" pO hae Siler anil 
z “And now it’s time to turn back the | “Information, Please’ film shorts.| placed before camera. ties: it turned around the old, simple paige ye ettiri tent cut a the cider 
icr icks?” ere Guests t the half-ti | device of a misunderstood word set- | < & rig 
microphone to Mr. Hicks?”) Overall ote whi sa e half-time, | |: j inci | Jug. 
; 2 : ge? se Ik 5 ee ee ee +»! and effort is mad ai | ting off a chain of absurd incidents. | ° , : 
it's a “Juvenile Jury” with serious 7: effort is made to obtain name : 7 2 : S; f th a Tree 
‘ r ad | ee | personalities, T a hag ; |Ma said Opie should take his girl| Sample of the goings-on is a } 
overtones. Sprites are encouraged | T | F lj UJ /P ony Pastor appeared | Qo 3 cors: and Obi | cent show where Lee sang “Hooray 
to relate experiences bearing on the | elevision rolow- p on show while here recently, and| Cathy a corsage, and Opie thought | Dixie” ¢ ‘i ‘ 
i : , 3 Si Ors as |For Dixie nd followed with the j 
topic, and tell how they felt about Alladin, singer with Cugat's band | She said corset. Ma said he should | eT ett ‘ailblazers 
them, with Miss Parkhurst wisely | #¢@44¢44444444444¢4444¢4¢ (now at the Click, nitery, was on ho Hees a tr doo Opts | ee — , cemmaeaaeough g 
waking i ; 1 athe . |when show caught Sunday (is ;thoigh that was “the doggonest |‘ ; 2 - 
breaking — only to a the trend Practicality of tele relay links was} “ Shaw pre Ra ag heap (19). thing” (his favorite phrase) to take |@ couple of mountain tunes with 
of talk and, at the close, to sum up. | aia i} - d st at d b the Notre > W previous . use gimmick of s r] . | Brown's Ferr Four bouncing 
OE Gtk. the chenee will be bee ee ee tre | asking listeners to phone in, but /@ itl, etc. but he went through | (towns = &erry spirituals. Plugs 
a the 1 uate h e stanza will be | Dame-lowa_ game Saturday (25)| wires were so crowded this was|With it. Trick ending of Cathy's | though a couple of spiritus s. Plt a 
over the long, pull emaine "Wo be | over WBKB, Chicago. mases, Sent| found nok teasibles Telephone cite | moter mistaking the package for « for the, Omega four” product on 
guahés GA intark raere. than contr €\ to Chicago from South Bend came ' cials clocked 1,268 calls to studio in | Wedding anni present from her hus- | silk 32 stae — S siite 
whet most parents know. As aie | ie a ws) "aun Seals | Ralt-hous. om ong show previnusly. bec? hers ‘ect teeth 1 | ap iter 
7 : . - AAS | sharply defined as any s =| Stereotyped characters includec : 
in juer Oia Packie ts a ta duction. Only flaw was p ver : atal | eee = Ma, who wae a Marjorie Main; and| NavY DAY | 
t n answer to Miss Farkhursts ques-| shadow bands caused by electronic’ . P Pa, who sounded like the late W. C.| w F j *. Hal- 
is childr ‘om lying, ell, ain 4 . P ’s, which 7 ; ena : sey, Jr., Ge y, + Gedr 
think it’s almost impossible!” Over- | Sa mow toek reverand will be | Bopey Bares, Jerry Weetester, | the Wiudin, eakinpee ‘aoaarnmniae | + he eer Feb ail wn | 
1] judgments: the advantages of! eradicated in subsequent viewings; Diane Hollander, Judy Steiner, | shrieks of laughter, and played the | Rich: Vi chumd: iph Nor- ; 
lying often outweigh the - punish- | of Irish tussles | Edwin Ross, Patty Meeler, Tony | j.ow hard for laughs, getting many | Rich; Victer Eckiund; Ralph * 
F ment; the children might tell the; & ‘id se. sponsored by Amer-|_ Eikenbary, Phyllis Cobn | times more thi the oa ae ne i | man orch 
ae Teh ee f° wee game, sponsore ‘ ' Producer-Director: Pauline Bobrov | imeés more than the script called for. | preducer: Michael Roshkind 
truth if they knew they weren't) jcan Tobacco through N. W. Ayer. Y | As when Pa counseled Cathy on the | w 
going to be punished, but they | goes down as a milestong in tele- a : phone. “Don’t do nothin’ I wouldn't biicecter: Wille Aauis 
agreed they'd be inclined to punish | progress and a distinct triumph for |WBKB, Chicago _ |do!” The studio crowd knocked it- | Rests Rs 10°30 -. 
& . re i es a . Minor Opinions” is an indicator 30 Mins.; Mon., 10:30-p.m. 
i their own children for “storying.” | wBKB technicians and Capt. Bill 0 pinions' is ai dicator | self. out. Sedtnions 
4 Stanza has a lot of unadulterated | Eddy, station director. Joe Wilson. of how Pe +f Peralta de y | Definitely the most weakening | ago von dl New York 
hI humor. Anyone a little weary of the | was expert in the play-by-play and | Quiz Kids” and “Juvenile Jury | factor of the stanza, however, was ca ; i 
at . al ad . ae a } K « . ! whee . M a i s § Ne J 
formulated fun on the Jack Benny |also handled commercials keyed to} Will be as tele fare The brow | the writing. There could have been | ,4BC’s special eventer on Navy 
i show theard at the same time) can| cartoons transmitted from the studio, | W'inkling, head scratching and| nore punchy lines, and better ones. | Day, Monday (27), featured eight re- 
q find some highly _ entertaining | Final commercial, on film, used gib- | other gyratiohs of moppets ponder- | Many fell flat, even on this audi-|™0te pickups “taking the dialer 
i moments in the uninhibited judg-|berish of Lucky Strike auctioneer | "& Posers is surefire. Basic appeal. | ence. many were pothtless or | ‘ound the world to the Navy and 
t ments expressed in “Child’s World.” | and interior of tobacco warehouse | song gntent ny cc ir ai | strangely non sequitur. A firstrate | phenyl re fiel- 
: ’ % ‘ : * s 5 ensabes e 7 . é ' | — i a “ a 
i Beg dg tree Mie Artis be a Saviors. exteking | cute air of uninformed innocence. ic ape Rar sag perk: (6. show | sey, Jr., in ee Gene Kony 
+ ed . oe : _| “Minor Opinions” is produced in < ts a : acceptably emceed. It was a we 
' got into. Miss Parkhurst has a Entire erformance bore out off | cooperation with the public schools Show, in a word, might make the | produced show unmarred by tecb- 
pleasant voice and does an aaa | Se eeres claims that the WBKB or Gary. Ind. one of the few eratems grade if it genuinely produced as | nical difficulti nd a good plus 
standing, intelligent job as moder-| relay link is the first spur of a tele y, ” , SysteMS | many laughs as the onlookers gave | ™C#* Giiculties a 


ator. Doan. network, (Continued on page 40) 


the getaway. Doan. (Continued on page 40) 
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Strike Twice? 


NBC’s decision to put on St. John Ervine’s “John Ferguson” next 
month as the first of its television series under the new deal pacted 
with the Theatre Guild was anything but an accident. In fact NBC is 
hopeful that the play will be as symbolic for television as it was for 


the Theatre Guild’s career in legit 


“John Ferguson” was the second 
At the time there was exactly $15.40 in the Guild treasury. 


was “Ferguson” that took th: 


established it as a solid legit venture 


NBC, incidentally, offered the lead 
that he 
So the part goes to Thomas Mitchell. 


declined with the assertion 
elderly gentleman. 


play ever staged by the Guild. 
And it 

organization over the hump and 
role to James Mason. Latter 


didn’t want to be typed as an 





= yy ~~ 





NBC Splurges on Ist Theatre Guild 


Show; Seeks Sponsor for Other 5 


NBC 
first of its series of Theatre Guild 
shows Nov. 9 as the biggest thing 
thal’s happened in video since the 
World Series, at least. Web is open- 
ing up its purse-strings in an un- 
precedented manner to get the best 
talent and production accoutrements 
available and has even gone so far 


as to have special stationery de- 
gigned on which to send out pub- 
licity releases on that show alone. 


Play selected, St. John Ervine’s 
“John Ferguson,” is to be adapted 
for tele by Dennis Johnson, program 
director of. BBC television who's 
temporarily on the Guild staff. John- 
gon will also produce for the Guild, 
with Eddie Sobol producing and 
directing for NBC. Show will run 
one hour, and will be condensed into 
one act, as against the original four 
acts in which it ran on Broadway 28 
years ago. 

In addition 
che to its 


to transmitting the 
affiliate stations in 


chenectady, Philadelphia and Wash- | 


ington, NBC is also mulling the 
Lager oe + of recording it on film to 

e sent to affiliates in Detroit and 
St. Louis that are not yet connected 
with N. Y. via relay, Film may als® 
be airmailed to BBC in London for 
its subsequent transmission. System 
to be used will be the Eastman tele- 
transcripter, which records a show 
en film directly off the face of the 
receiving tube. 

First show will definitely be aired 
@s a sustainer, although there's a 
possibility that NBC and the Guild 
may line up a sponsor for the sub- 
eguent five plays in the series. U. S. 
Steel, which has “Theatre Guild of 
as Air” on radio, supposedly has 
rst turndown options on the tele 
series. Shows will be aired about 
énce a month, but the secomd one to 
date has not, been set. 

NBC, meanwhile, is continuing its 
earch for top talent to support 

homas Mitchell and Joyce Redman. 
Who've already been set for the 
leads in the teeoff play. 


AP, UP to Offer Newsreel 
Service as Adjunct To 





Own Film Activities 


Both the Associated Press and 
United Press last week announced 
lans for a television newsreel serv- 
ce, which will be offered tele sta- 
ions throughout the country as ad- 
i to their own newsreel activi- 
ies, 

Step marks an expansion of UP’s 
Yideo activities. Company recently 


Set up a spot news and still pic | 
; . ‘ s picture |... F re anager Hi 
service, which has been used to good | according to General Manager Hank | 


advantage by WNBT, (NBC. N. Y.). | 


a others. Newsreel is to be 
evoted strictly to Washington news, 
Wth plans calling for five-minute 
Teels six days a week. It’s to include 
both spot news and planned inter- 
Views with top capital figures. 

AP’s reel calls for the interchange 
of film among participating broad- 
Casters, much the same as news- 
Photos now are exchanged among 
hewspapers subscribing to AP Wire- 





is sighting its guns on the 





| 
| Setting a Style 
Philadelphia, Oct. 28. 
WPTZ, oldest video outlet in 
Philly, is believed to have set a 
precedent thereabouts by buying 
| time on AM stations to plug one of 
its special telecasts 
Video station bought time on 
WCAU and KYW Thursday (23) for 
spot announcements on Bermuda 
| S&y-Queen rescue pictures, 


WNBW (D.C.) Tele 
In Daytime Chips 


Washington, Oct. 28. 

NBC-WNBW, tele station here, has 
announced sale of a daytime “across- 
| the-board” 
j : 
claims represents the largest block 
of time ever assigned to a 
|sponsor by any television 
;now operating. Sale also 
| the first regularly scheduled 
| time tele series in Washington and 
| one of the first in the entire country. 

Under joint sponsorship of South- 
ern Wholesalers and 50 independent 
RCA-Victor distributors in Washing- 
ton, WNBW will telecast four day- 
time shows a week for the next 
eight weeks. Agency is Henry J. 
Kaufman & Associates of Washing- 
ton. Opening stint went on the air 
at 4 p.m. today (Tues.). 


2 MEMPHIS STATIONS 
BID FOR TELE OUTLETS 


Memphis, Oct. 28. 


WMC and WDIA have both jumped 
into the television field here with 
applications for licenses and the 
premise of video shows for this area 
by next fall if the coaxial cable from 
Chicago to New Orleans can be laid 
that fast. 

WMC, NBC outlet in Middle 
Dixie, has already started construc- 
tion of its 750-foot television an- 
tenna tower for WMC-TV on 
Thomas Road east of Memphis and 
expects to service the Memphis ter- 
ritory for 40 miles around at an 
initial outlay of $250,000. 

The WMC application, filed by the 
Memphis Publishing Co., seeks to 
operate at 13,600 watts visual power 
jand 7,120 waits sound power. FCC 
| actiOn is expected within 60 days, 





video series, which it 


single 
station 











|'Slavick. Considerable remodeling 


'quarters in the Goodwyn Institute 


| Building will be necessary. 


_ 


ND-lowa Game Televised 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 
First Notre Dame home football 
| game ever televised was broadcast 
|'by WBKB (Balaban & Katz) here 


photos. Hugh Wagnon, former AP | Saturday (25), with the transmission 
bureau chief in London, Baltimore | carrying more than 70 miles 
and Philadelphia, will head up the | ND-Iowa game was the first of 
Rev operation, headquartering in| three to be relayed to Chi from 
ew York. Joseph H. Snyder, Pitts- | South Bend by microwave relay 
burgh correspondent for the last 11 | equipment developed and built by 
years, succeeds Wagnon in Philly. | General Electric. WBKB’s mobile 
UP’s present spot news service | unit picked up the game trom the 
Provides stations with two five- | ND stadium, sent the images to re- 


Minute shows daily, in addition to | 


Special features for women and 
documentaries, 


lay towers at New,--Carlisle and 
Michigan City, then across Lake 
i Michigan to WBKB’s transmitier. 


and expansion at the station head- | 





| diately, an 


NBC’S FREE REIN TO AG 





ENCIES 





NS SETS NEW (20 Tele Outlets May Cover GOP 


TIME CHARGES: 


NBC television, in the most im- 
portant move to date to attract and 
hold more commercia] advertisers, 
has revised its commercial procedure 
to take the primary thorn out of the 
sides of agencies. Effective imme- 
agency producer or 
will be permitted to bring a 
show into the studio and carry it 
through until after it’s been broad- 
cast. 

At the same time. NBC commer- 
cial manager Reynold R. Kraft an- 
nounced a new time charge schedule 
for WNBT, the web’s N. Y. outlet. 
New charges are to go into effect 
Jan. 1 for the first 13 weeks of 1948. 
Charges for the second quarter are 
to be amnounced shortly after the 
first of the year. Coinciding with 
the new charge schedule, Kraft an- 
nounced that all NBC 
would be moved up to studio 8-G in 
the RCA _ Building, which NBC 
claims will be the most modern and 
offer the best facilities in the coun- 


rector 


| try. 


| 


| aired the show 


marks | 
day- | 
| charges 








Until now, NBC has refused to 
permit an agency director to handle 
a show during the broadcast time. 
Agency could originate a program 
but once it got inside the studio, the 
director was 
seat to an NBC staffer, who con- 
ducted studio rehearsais with the 
advise of the agency man and then 
himself. Under. the 
revised procedure, according to 
Kraft, “NBC will permit a director 
selected by an agency or client— 
subject to approval by the com- 
pany—to direct the production, NBC 
will provide a program director, a 
technical director and the necessary 
staff to assist the agency director.” 

‘Tele Progress Report’ 
progress report” 
sent to all ad agencies yesterday 
(Tuesday) along with the new 
and programming plans, 
Kraft pointed out that the number 
of receiving sets in the metropolitan 
New York area had increased from 
6,500 in March, 1946, when the web 

(Continued on page 40) 


AT&T COAXIAL CABLE 
READY FOR USE SOON 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
Though television will not yet 
share it, the A. T. & T. states thaf 
its long-coming co-axial cable will 


In a “television 





be opened for transcontinental tele- | 


phone calls on Nov. 15. Tests will 
precede the opening day for com- 
mercial traffic. 

Line, per se, is still incomplete be- 
tween Charlotte, S.C., and Atlanta, 
Ga., but existing facilities 
used to connect those two points. 
And when and if there are video or- 
ders, the company is prepared to in- 
stall booster stations for 
business. 


Video Still Hase 


Television broadcasters received 
their first pessimistic note in months 


| last week when Paul B. West. Ass’n. 


| 
| 


of National Advertisers prexy, told 


an American Television Society meet 


that video has not yet rounded the 
corner as an advertising medium. 


Admitting frankly that he knew 
| “virtually nothing” about tele, West 
| declared nonetheless that the new 
/medium has a long way to go to 


prove itself in the sales and profits | 


columns. He predicted “tremendous 
possibilities” for video but sounded 


|a warning that, no matter how good 


it is technically or how high an en- 


teritainment value it can provide, it | 


must pay off in sales dollars if it’s 
to be paid for with advertising 
dollars. 

West pointed out, that the labor 


|} and raw material costs rising, adver- 
/tising costs “might give under the 


| strain.” 


With a vast increase in the 


‘number of media competing for the 
'advertiser’s dollar, the going will be 


di- | 


production | 


forced to take a back | 


will be | 


the aside | 


Proved el 
As Potent Ad Medium—Paul West 





Suds Vs. Video Shinny 


Chicago, Oct. 28 

Brewers are scrambling to 
their labels on the WBKB telecasts 
of the Blackhawks’ hockey games at 





the Chicago Stadium, but there’s a 
+ fly on the foam 

Blackhawk management is turn- 
ling thumbs down in the belief thal 


}suds and shinny don’t mix. 


DuMont Seeks 








Boston, Oct. 28. 
Allen B. DuMont, prexy of the 
| DuMont video labs, here this week 
'to televise a show for the benefit of 
the 19th Boston Conference on Dis- 
tribution, indicated he was also here 
to dicker for a video outlet in the 
Hub for his network. Didn’t say 
|which, but the only possibility is 
| Yankee, recently granted its 


\license,. WBZ, other station planning 


|video, is committed to NBC 
DuMont, with Lawrence Phillips, 
director of the DuMont network, 
istaged a half-hour video transmission 
from Mass. Institute of Technology 
'across the river in Cambridge to the 
|'ballroom of the Statler, putting on 
a full-blown dramatic production as 
|part of its “Selling By Sight Over 
ithe Air’ program. It attracted huge 
|audience and plenty of comment. 
| Meetings are planned in the near 


ifuture to slice the coaxial cable 
}melon, a chore that looks now as 
lthough it might provide as much 


fireworks as the N. Y.-Washington 
‘line* Meantime, though WBZ plans 
ito hit the air before March with 
| video, no commercial sets are offered 
\for sale in this area. 


'S-C ZONING NIX SEEN 





Rochester, N. Y., Oct.. 28. 
Delay of television in Rochester 
was seen when the city’s Zoning 
Board of Appeals denied the Strom- 
berg Carlson Co. permission to 


' 


build a transmission building on 
Pinnacle Hill. 

Company was’ ali set to start 
building if permission had been 


have to pick 
face 


given. Now it will 
another site and _ possibly 
months of negotiations. 

William Fay, veepee in charge of 
| WHAM and WHFM, said the Pin- 
| nacle was a perfect natural site and 
it would be difficult to find another 
| suitable Gne within the city limits. 
| Petition to use the’ site, 
had stirred up a hornet’s nest of 
opposition from neighboring resi- 
| dents 





|}made even tougher for a new 
medium, such as video. He sug- 
gested that ATS and other tele 


groups should help safeguard the ad- 
vertiser’s money 
with as much information as possible 
in order to assist him in using tele 
| with the maximum of effectiveness. 
“By performing this kind of service,” 
he said, “the medium helps itself in 
the competition for advertising dol- 
lars.” 


| Noting that advertisers would 
|almost certainly require tele broad- 
i casters to furnish audience statistics, 


——~? Republican 


pin | 


video | 


{ 


' SLOWING UP ROCHESTER :” 


Meet in 48 On Day and Night Pool 


National Convention, 
islated to tee off in Philadelphia’ 
| Convention Hall next June 1, may 
| be covered by 15-20 ditferent televi- 


sion stations in 10-15 cities through- 
|out the east and midwest. Total au- 
idience that the transmissio: can 
reach is expected to be between 
500,000-750,000 people, indicating 
that the video personalities of the 
various delegates may have consid- 


erable importance 
getting efforts. 
Representatives of the various ra- 
dio and tele networks met with the 
GOP national committee last week 
in Philadelphia to set up plans for 


to their vote- 
. 


| coverage. Video reps named a com- 
mittee headed up by J. R. Poppele, 
ll e e ul e | veepee of WOR (Mutual, N. Y.) to 


handle arrangements henceforth. It's 
|} expected that four to six video cam- 
eras will be set up at vantage points 
in Convention Hall to cover the pro- 
| ceedings, with the cameras working 
iday and night. Tele will handle the 
meet as a pool job, with the 
works probably drawing straws to 
determtne which producer will su- 
pervise the work each day. 

It was revealed at huddics 
, that General Electric hoped to have 
}a radio relay built between, Philly 
jand Chicago and Milwaukee by 
June 1 to permit direct transmission 
|}to those cities. Stations along the 
| eastern seaboard will use either ra- 
dio relay or the Bell System's coaxial 
cable. Tele industry will pay all the 
charges as a public service gesture. 
although it’s possible that the GOP 
may kick in with part of the monev 
|needed to construct camera plat- 
forms in Philly. Several video webs, 
in addition, expect to have extra 
cameras stationed in hotels and Con- 
vention Hall sub-rooms to pick up 
private interviews with delegates in 
off-hours. 

In addition to WBKB (Chicago) 
and WMTS (Milwaukee), those sta- 
| tions that will definitely be on the 


hnet« 


the 


| ° ° ° 
| air in time for the meet. include 
| WBZ-TV (Boston): WRGB (Sche- 
|nectady); WNBT, WABD, WCBS- 
TV (New York); WPTZ, WEIL-TV 
(Philadelphia); WBAL WMAR- 
(Baltimore); WNBW, WTTG, 
WMAL-TV (Washington): WWJ- 
|TV (Detroit), and KSD-TV (St. 
Louis). In addition, there may be 


Stations operating in Buffalo, Rich- 
mond, New Haven, Hartford and 
Syracuse, plus three more stations 
in New York and one in Washington. 

Noran E. Kersta. NBC natisnal 
tele director, made a pitch to the 
GOP committee to have exclusive 





| 


tele rights assigned to his web on 
the basis that NBC had the best fa- 
cilities, and would have a network 
of 10-14 stations in operation by 
June 1. After considerable discus- 





however, | 


| 





} 


| 


by providing him | 


sion, however, his bid was turned 
down and it was decided to pool the 
affair. 


Pryor Addition to FCB ss 
Cues Hypoed Activity 


Foote, Cone & Belding ad agency, 
with the addition to its television 
staff last week of former screen and 
stage actor Roger Pryor, is 
prepping a series of different video 
shows for submission to 
clients. Date when these clients may 
hit the air, however,.has not yet 
been set, according to Ralph -B, 
Austrian, veepee over tele. 

Pryor is to supervise all tele pro- 
duction and direction for the agency. 
Besides his experience in films and 
legit. he’s also adept at two other 
media. He maestroed his own or- 
chestra for five years and has done 





now 


various 


considerable radio work, being 
| presently emcee of the “Theatre 
Guild of the Air’ and the “Pause 


| West suggested that tele might use | 
ithe Broadcast Measurement Bureau. | 


| bear some relationship to the audi- 
,ence reached and 
'for the national advertiser,” he de- 
| clared. 


“Your rates some day will have to | 


| 
| 


its potentialities | 


To get as many sponsors , 


| into the medium as possible, he told | 


| broadcasters they must 
| vision as a medium to the plans, 
| objectives and budgets of national 
; advertisers.” 


“fit tele- | 


1 


That Refreshes on the Air.” 

F C & B will probably concen- 
trate eventually on film for all video 
shows. according to Austrian and 
Pryor. Because of the extremely 
heavy cost involved in shooting film, 
however, the agency will stick to 
live programming for clients until 
tele’s coast-to-coast network is estab- 
lished. To date, the agency has pre- 
pared a series of spot commercials 
on film for American Tobacco, which 
are aired over most of the video sta- 
tions now in operation. 
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Los Angeles: 
Chicago: 

St. Lovis: 

San Francisco: 
New York: 


Washington, D. C.: 


Minneapolis-St. Paul: 
Other major markets: 





PRODUCTIONS UNDER THE DIRECTION OF 


FLETCHER WILEY...NOW A DIVISION OF CBS 


Now, seven stations... delivering seven of the country’s 
biggest markets ... will carry The Housewives’ Protective 


League programs as live talent local originations : 





50,000-watt KNX (where the HPL, with Burritt Wheeler, 


is in its fourteenth consecutive successful year !) 


50,000-watt WBBM (where the HPL, with Paul Gibson, 


is in its fifth consecutive successful year !) 


50,000-watt KMOX (where the HPL, with Lee Adams, 


is in its fourth consecutive successful year!) 


5,000-watt KQW (where the HPL, with Lewis Martin, 
started October 13) 


50,000-watt WCBS (where the HPL, with Galen Drake, 


starts within.a few weeks) 
50,000-watt WTOP (where the HPL starts Jan. 1, 1948) 
50,000-watt WCCO (where the HPL starts Jan. 1, 1948) 


To be announced during 1948 


“ The 83 national spot advertisers listed on the right sponsored The Housewives’ 
Protective League programs during the past iwelve months, over CBS stations in 
‘Chicago, Los Angeles, and St. Louis. They are 83 of the nation’s shrewdest adver- 
tisers...each testifying...in hard dollars and sense...that The Housewives’ Pro- 
tective League productions are among radio’s most sales-effective programs. 

For more information about The Housewives’ Protective League productions, 
get directly in touch with any of the seven stations carrying the programs, their 


national spot representatives, or... 


THE HOUSEWIVES’ PROTECTIVE LEAGUE 


a division of CBS 
Columbia Square, Hollywood 


ee 





One of the most successtul 
ales vehicles in all Radio... 


“‘THE HOUSEWIVES’ PROTECTIVE LEAGUE” 


Americon Packing Co. (Sunrise Meats) 
Ballard and Ballard Co. (Ballard Oven-Ready Biscuits} 


Beatrice Foods Co. (Meadow Gold Butter and other products) 


Beltone Hearing Aid Co. (Hearing Aid) 
Birds Eye Snider Inc. (Birds Eye Frozen Foods 
and Snider's Catsup) 


Book-of-the-Month Club 

Blue Moon Foods, Inc. (Cheese) 

Bordo Products Co. (Citrus Juices) 

E. L. Bruce Co. Inc. (Bruce Floor Cleaner) 

Cadillac Publishing Co. (Complete Home Decorator—book) 
California Almond Growers Exchange (Diamond Almonds) 
California Fig Institute (California Figs) 


California Prune and Apricot Growers’ Ass'n (Sunsweet Prunes) 


California Spray Chemical Corporation (Insecticides) 


California Walnut Growers’ Association (Diamond Brend Welnuts} 


Clean Home Products Inc. (Apex Insecticides) 

Comfort Mfg. Co. (Craig-Martin Toothpaste) 
Commander-Larabee Milling Com (Airy Fairy Cake Mix) 
Consolidated Dairy Products Co. (Darigold Cheese) 

6. N. Coughlan Co. (Chininey Sweep) 

Curtis Publishing Co. (Holiday) 

D'Arrigo Bros. Company (Andy Boy Broccoli} 

L. DeMartini Co. Inc. (Roasted and Salted Mixed Nuts) 
Doubleday and Co. Inc. (Book League of America) 
Auguest E. Drucker Co. (Revelation Tooth Powder) 
Durex Blade Co. Inc. (Durex Rozor Blades) 

Ekco Products Co. (Ekco Pressure Cooker) 

Electric Household Utilities Corp. (Thor Washing Machines) 
Frito Company (Fritos) 

General Foods Corpor@tion (La France) 


General Petroleum Corporation of California (Tavern Woxes) 


Golden State Co. Lid. (Golden-V Vitamin Milk) 

B. F. Goodrich Co. (Tractor Tires) 

Hills Brothers Co. (Dromedary Gingerbread) 

Hubinger Co. (Quick Elastic Starch) 

Inland Rubber Corporation (Tires) 

Juice Industries Inc. (Sunfilled Whole Orange Juice) 
Kerr Glass Manufacturing Corporation (Canning Supplies) 
Kretschmer Co. (Happy Horvest Wheat Germ) 
Lan-0-Sheen Inc. (Cleaner) 

Lindsay Ripe Olive Co. Inc. (Olives) 

Lite Soap Co. {Lite Cleanser) 

London Specialties Co. (Attachment Button Holes) 
Los Angeles Soap Co. (Merrill's Rich Suds) 
Maggi Co. Inc. (Maggi Bouillon Cubes) 
Manhattan Soap Co., Inc. (Blu-White) 

Marlin Firearms Co. (Marlin Razor Blades) 
Michigan Chemical Corp. (Pestmaster Products) 
Michigan Mushroom Co. (Dawn Fresh Mushroom Products) 
Mickleberry Food Products (Mickleberry Meat Products) 
Louis Milani Foods Inc. (1890 French Dressing) 
Nash-Underwood Co. (Donald Duck Peanut Butter) 
Notional Biscuit Co. (Shredded Wheat) 

National Carbon Co. Inc. (Krene) 

O'Brien's of Califernia Inc. (Condy) 

Omnibeck Inc. (Magazine) 

Orr Felt and Blanket Co. (Orr Blonkets) 

Park and Tilford (Tintex) 

Payne Furnace Co. (Furngce Sales ond Service) 

Peer Food Products Co. (Peer Brand Pie Dough) 

Perfex Co. (Perfex All-Purpose Cleaner) 

Perk Foods Co. (Perk Dog Food) 

Pomona Products Co. (New West Row Apple Juice) 
Poultry Tribune (Magazine) 

Radbil! Oil Co. (Renuzit) 

Rand, McNally and Co, (institutional) 

Somyel Goldwyn Productions Inc. 

Schulze ond Burch Biscuit Co. (Biscuits) 

Shotwell Mfg. Co. (Hi Mac Candy Bors) 

Sioux Honey Ass'n (Clover Maid honey) 

Smith Bulbs (Tulip Bulbs} 

Soil-Off Manufacturing Co. (Seil-Oft) 


Southern California Citrus Foods (Real Gold Lemon, Orange Bose} 


Special Foods Co. (Joys Potato Chips) 


A. E. Staley Mfg. Co. (Cream Corn Starch, Sta-Flo Liquid Storch) 


Standard Brands Inc. (Royal Puddings) 

Stewart and Ashby Coffee Co. (Coffee) 

Sweets Co. of America (Tootsie Fudge Mix) 

F. G. Vogt and Sons, Inc. (Philadelphia Scrapple) 
Wander Company (Ovaltine) 

Ward Baking Co. (Tip Top Bread) 

Washington Cooperative Farmers Ass'n 

Western Stationery Ce. (Boll Point Pens) 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Jules Dundes, WCBS ad-promotion manager, father of a girl, Sue Resa, 
born Sat. (25) at Doctor's hospital. Mother is former Frances Becker, 
formerly of CBS’ research dept.....Claire R. Himmel has checked out of 
Macfadden Publications, N. Y., to become research and promotion director 
of WGAC, Augusta, Ga.....Aeolian Hall (pianos) has picked up Wed. 
night sponsorship of Jacques Fray, WQXR’s first disk jockey (non-jive).... 
Rosemary Rice slated for the “Murial” role in Ford Theatre's airing of 


“Ah. Wilderness” Sunday (2)....WJBY, Gadsden, Ala., the 500th station 
to program WNEW’s anti-prejudice jingles....Arthur Kurlan, production 
major domo of the new Radio Repertory outfit of film names, in town 


from Hollywood to sell the show. Corporate outfit consists also of Joan 
Fontaine, Myrna Loy, Fred MacMurray, Jules Garfield, Edward G. Robin- 
son, Charles Boyer and Ray Milland, at least one of whom would appear 
in each of the group’s shows, all of which are to be transcribed. 

Don Searle, ABC’s Coast chieftain, in for a vacation look-see .Trio 
of radio actresses—Michael Mauree, Arline Young and Louise Snyder— 
Colonial Airlining to Bermuda today (Wed.) with Mutual’s fashion ed, 
Maria Caterine, and photog Harold Stein to make color fashion photos. 
Nice work if, etc.....Life’s prepping a layout on moppet disker Robin 
Morgan... .Fifty platters of WMCA’s recent “Exodus” documentary go- 
ing out this week to American Jewish Congress and Zionists’ Organiza- 
tions of America for distribution to stations across country. WMCA, in- 
cidentally, will rebroadcast the stanza Friday (31), by popular demand.... 
WOR’s trying to find a spot for Al Lomax’s folksong disk jockey stint.... 


-Ethel Kirsner resigning’ from CBS publicity to join Margaret Ettinger flack 


outfit in N.Y. 


Lester Gottlieb, talent head of Young & Rubicam, to guest-lecture at 
the Gagwriters Institute next Wednesday (5)....Jo Lyons added to script- 
ing staff of ABC’s Betty Crocker stanza....Bob White, head of WMCA'’s 
record dept., readying a treatise on radio and language for Columbia 
Univ. presentation....Thomas C. Flynn, former CBS writer and flack, 
added to WOR’s publicity crew, bringing it back to full strength.... 
Melen Coule and Ken Williams into “Lora Lawton” cast....Leslie Barrett 


new to “Rose of My Dreams”... .“Stella Dallas” serial went into its 1lith 
year Monday (27). 
WOR, which hasn't mn carrying Martin Block’s hour-long Mutual 


strip, knocked Barbara Welles’ half-hour gab session down to 15 minutes 
this week im order to air a quarter-hour segment of Block’s show in 
which he’s test-plugging Coronet mag for one week....“CBS Is There,” 
just revived last week, will have to hunt a new time spot come Nov. 11. 
Its Tuesday 10:30-11 p.m. period goes to “Open Hearing,” being resumed 
because of the ealling of Congress’ special session. ...Second annual Radio 
Writers Guild cocktailery last night (Tues.) turned into a jubilee cele- 
brating RWG's successful negotiations with the four webs....Jim Gaines, 
WNBC boss man, passing out Corona Coronas. It’s a girl, born Monday 
(20)....Gabber Cedric Foster to Chi tonight (Wed.) to tee off a midwest 
and southern lecture tour....Jan August and his trio to originate their 
MBS stints Nov. 6 and 13 via WEBR, Buffalo, while doing a theatre p.a. 
there. 


Mortimer Becker and his wife, actress Barbara Becker, currently in 


Detroit....Arlene Francis arrived east over the weekend, having com- 
pleted a picture stint....Actress Betty O’Leary peddling an audience 
participation show based on the Borough of Brooklyn... .“Theatre 


Guild” will air an adaptation of “Victoria Regina” the week of Princess 
Elizabeth’s wedding....Vincent McConnor, CBS scripter, devoting his 
vacation to completing a new stage play....Ben Hyams, on leave of 
absence from the CBS writing staff, has started a longhair record 
jockey Series on a Honolulu station....Stephen Fry, formerly B.B.C. 
program head in New York, will make his home just north of San 
Francisco after Nov. 1....Freelance director Ed Downes to Boston last 
weekend for the opening of a local radio station....Rupert Lucas, for- 
merly with the Chicago office of Young & Rubicam, has moved to New 
York. His wife and daughter due soon, after visiting their native Canada. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Joe Thompson tyrned in his director's chair at Sullivan, Stauffer, Col- 
well & Bayles to work on some ideas he believes radio is ready for. 
Production reins on Whitehall’s “Hollywood Star Preview” pass to Nat 
Wolff, assisted by Dick Uhl, ex-Ruthrauff & Ryan producer,...Manny 
Manheim and Charlie Isaacs worked far into the night to write a parody 
on Gilbert & Sullivan's “Three Little Girls Are We” for Al Jolson, 
Groucho Marx and Oscar Levant. Next day they were told Canadian 
Stations would reftise to carry any satirization of “The Mikado” score’ 
but any other of their works would be okay....John Nelson, Ivan Dit- 
mars and Bert Hoswell sold out their interests in Cardinal Co. tran- 
scription firm, leaving Joe McCaughtry the sole owner... .Lewis Allen 
Weiss and the migsus junketing through Mexico....Raymond R. Morgan 
is beaming these days, what with Madison Square Garden sold out 
for Tom Breneman’s Community Chest rally and “Queen For a Day” 
copping top Hooper honors in the first quarter hour period of the 
daytime shows at 6.1. Both are his creations and properties, that is 


Breneman’s “Breakfast in Hollywood.”....The wind was let out of a 
lot of sails (or salex) last week when word got around that Plymouth 
‘ (Continued on page 34) 


























‘‘Norvin isn’t worried about State’s stoneWall defense — as 
long as he has his Wheaties.” 


.. Virtually 


WTOP delivers the ikon di ince 
largest average share mene 
of Washington's audience 
during daytime periods 
bought by local and 


national spot advertisers* 


as in 1941" 


25% More 


than any 
other 
station* The popularity of WIOP’s daytime local pro- 
ductions proves that the WTOP Program Depart- 
ment knows how to create capital program 
ideas... knows how to find capital talent (such 
as Arthur Godfrey, Arch McDonald, John Cramer, 
Claude Mahoney, Eddie Gallaher, Elinor Lee, 





Bill Jenkins and Henry Mustin)...knows how 


to deliver capital audignces. 








...more 
‘than 22% ° 


of all sets 
To make your advertising dollar reach further in use* 


in Washington, use the station with the most 
popular local originations—WTOP, Washington’s 





only 50,000-watt station. For more informa- 
tion get in touch with us or Radio Sales. 


_— —- —2 


* C. E. Hooper—Dec. 1946 April 1947 +C. E. Hooper—May-Sept. 194] 


Washington’s only 50,000-watt station 
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Femmes Not Fully Satisfied by Radio: 
Voice Beefs Before Albany Panel 


Albany, Oct. 28. 

Prominent women participating 
in a panel discussion on “Are We 
Giving Women Listeners What 
They Want From Radio?” at the 
District 2 Conference of the Assn. 
of Women Broadcasters in the De- 
Witt Clinton hotel here, Saturday 
(25) answered, *Not entirely.” 

Suggestions, advanced by a Home 
Bureau Federation officer, college 
dean, representative at the recent 


Holland meeting of Associated 
Countrywomen of the World and 
district director of Business and 


Professional Women's Clubs, in- | 
cluded: “more humor in women’s 
broadcasts”: music of the Fred War- 
ing type; and “a fairer picture of 
American family life 


Also, more forums and diseussions 
of domestic and international ques- 
tions; programs 
Women,” that “sparkled with repar- 
tee”; “nighttime fashion 
wrapped around commercials”; 
women commentators in the early- 
evening hours; programs on “family 
relationships and .adjustments in 
early married life’; and greater at- 
tention to programs promoting a 
better understanding of how women 
live in other countries. 

Representatives of 30 women’s 
organizations participated. Dorothy 
Lewis, NAB femmes’ director, urged: 
(1) Public participation in the writ- 
ing of a new radio law: (2) care 
by individuals in their criticisms .of 
radio; (3) support by every woman 
broadcaster in the NAB’s effort to 
have the Mayflower case reconsid- 
ered. 

Shots at radio were less direct 
than might have been expected. The 
sharpest was by Dr. M. Eunice Hil- 
ton, dean of women at Syracuse 
Univ., who called for “a better 
measuring formula or instrument” 
than the Hooper rating. 





Columbus—James G. Shouse, pres- 
ident of WLW, Cincinnati, is a mem- 
ber of the 1l-member Ohio Citizens 
Food Committee appointed by Gov. 
Thomas J. Herbert to launch a food 
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like “Listen, the | 


shows | 


jattending a 





| $15,000,000 worth of radios, 





Vv 


Airing the Hard Way 


It’s going to require a double-take 
by Danton Walker and Hy Gardner 
to get their “Twin Views of the 


| News” aired in New York. Mutual’s 
}program reshuffle as 
i booking the 


a result of 
Kaiser-Frazer news 
show moved the Walker - Gardner 
sustaining sequence to 7:45-8 p.m. 
Saturdays, effective Nov. 8, which 


iis the spot held by “Answer Man” on 


| WOR (N.Y.) And he’s sponsored. 
Result is, Walker and Gardner | 
thave agreed to do their “Twin” | 


stance for WOR at 6:15 p.m., with | 


the Mutual repeat at 7:45. 


PHILCO’S $15,000,000 
EXPORT BIZ FOR °47 


Atlantic City, Oct. 28. 


Distributors and dealers from 40 | 
nations were here last week (20-23) | 
convention of | 
International Corp. at the | 


sales 
Philco 
Claridge hotel when sales methods 
and discussion of plans for the “com- 
ing year occupied the group for the 
three days. ‘ 
Dempster McIntosh, prexy of 
group, said that his company, a sub- 
sidiary of Philco Corp., would export 
refrig- 
erators and electrical appliances this 
year. 
was six times greater than in 1941. 


For the first time since the end of | 


the war his company has:on hand 
enough material to meet demands 
from abroad, he said. Brazil was 


radios, with the price range running 
from $40 to $450. 

Owners of radio chains in Mexico 
and Cuba are awaiting broadcast 
equipment to install television, he 
said. Those countries should have 


home television before the end of | stitute for 


next year, he added. 
In Europe he said import restric- 
tions have limited sales by the firm 


|to Sweden, Switzerland, Portugal, | 





rw nea coe,’ “q 
; managers 


115-minute program, is just a vague 


| women’s 


He said the export business | 


| with 


{throughout the 60-odd Italian 


Ithaca Manager Tells 
Femntes His Idea Of 


Ideal Women’s Editor 


Albany, Oct. 28. 

Michael R. Hanna, of WHCU, 
Ithaca, in a provocative address 
Saturday (25) on “Women’s Pro- 
grams Through the Eyes of a Sta- 
tion Manager,” told members of the 
New York-New Jersey unit of the 
Assn. of Women Broadcasters that 
station chiefs should have a deeper 


|concept of the femmes’ air and com- 


munity usefulness, but that, unfor- 


|tunately, “many of you are paid off 








“The women’s 
from the station 
ends after a 


in powder puffs.” 
editor whose job, 
viewpoint, 


voice that no one knows, although 
some may recognize.” 

Hanna, NAB district director, 
said that Gertrude Grover, WHCU 
women's editor, was paid, backed 


integral party of the community in 
Ithaca, with its 22,000 population.” 
Miss Grover, a former Philadelphia 
newspaper woman with four years’ 
radio experience, works “on the 
policy level” in the Community 
Chest and other Ithaca organiza- 
tions, Hanna added. 

Hanna, whe stressed the thesis 
that from two-thirds of the day, 
radio is functionng as a “paper” for 
women, thus sketched the “ideal” 
editor: “an art, -fashion, 
film and theatre critic and com- 
attender of 
WHCU 


inveterate 
parties.” 


hound and 
teas, socials and 


i}manager expressed the opinion that | 


the femme editor “preferably be a 
mother with at least one child and 


that goes with motherhood.” 





‘US. Italo Stations To 


called the largest importer.of Philco | 


Get Tolerance Disks 


Renzo Nissim, in collaboration 
Renzo Sacersoti, radio script 
writers for WOV, N. Y., have writ- 
ten four radio programs for the In- 
Democratic Education, 
which will be waxed and distributed 
Sta- 
tions in this country. 


hows were written to combat 


| Durante show 





| Ray, 


| 
|four newscasts 


. } 
mentator; a sob sister: a local news- | on “Chicago 


Ee ip F A | central 
the enriching, maturing experience | 
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From the Production Centres 


= ==; Continued from page 31 


would forego radio this season due to production tiewps. At least a 
half dozen packagers had their shows “practically” sold to ‘the auto- 
maker....Charles Wolcott of Nielsen Radio Index pitching to the net- 
works and agencies for an extension of a coast service but chain heads 
chilled at the price....ABC is putting Dave Schwartz's “Pop” on wax 
with Henry Travers in the lead role....Gale Page, mother of four, 
being offered around as a disk jockey for the up-and-coming generation 
....Celeste Rush, one of the real femme vets of Coast radio, writing 
and directing a dramatic series on KWIK for the Army recruiting 
drive....It's moving day again for Mark Warnow’s Army recruiting 
musical, “Sound Off,” with CBS shunting the show to a late Saturday 
night time....Cliff Witte now agenting for Ken Dolan....Hay Mc- 
Clinton in from New York to relieve Glenhall Taylor at the Ayer agency 
so latter can take a delayed vacation....Peggy Lee off the Jimmy 
for a month while under medication in the hospital for 
..The Army will move “Sound Off” to ABC if CBS 
can’t clear a half hour spot by Nov. 15....Jules Green, late of Warners 
theatres in Pittsburgh, joined James L. Saphier agency Hattie 
McDaniel practically set for “Beulah” role on Procter & Gamble strip. 
Writers will be Artie Phillips, Hal Kantor and Charlie Stewart. 














a kidney ailment 


IN CHICAGO... 


and considered by the station as an | 


George Marr will handle special events for WIT'MJ-TV, Milwaukee tele 
station that tees off Dec. 3....Laura Wicker has resigned as program book- 
ings supervisor for NBC. Her post will be taken by Rolland Reichert, 
who'll be replaced by Bern Heeren as night traffic super....Rex Maupin, 
ABC maestro, attending homecoming at Manhattan College, Kan.....Bill 


NBC news chief, bedded by back ailment....Eddie and Fannie 
Cavanaugh, perennials of Chi radio, are sponsored by Jel-Sert on new 
Wednesday airer....“Sky King” originated at Shrine Hospital for Crippled 
Children Oct. 28, marking show’s first anni....Cedric Foster in town for 
from local Mutual studios....Jim Campbell hobbling 
around because of too much judo....Louis E. Tilden elected vp. of 
Sherman & Marquette....Everett Holles, WBBM news editor, recovering 
from recent bout with pneumonia....Col. Robert R. McCormick’s talks 
Theatre of the Air” will originate by shortwave from 
points in the Pacific during November. The Colonel will visit Honolulu, 
Tokyo, Shanghai, and Bangkok....Scripter Skee Wolff's novel, “The 
Tutored Mob,” will be on the stands next summer. Story describes 40 
hours in the Siegfried Line....Arthur Holch, Jr., news ed for NBC's 
division, has Switched to the web’s New York office. Fred 
Whiting replaces in Chi....Collette Comdon is newest addition to 
Mutual’s traffic dept.....Auditions to pick chirps for Chi Times Harvest 
Moon Festival get underway on WMAQ Nov. 3. Winner will guest on 
“Duffy’s Tavern.”....Disk jock Dave Garroway stages jazz concerts in 
Milwaukee, Nov. 4, and Chi Civic Opera House, Nov. 8....Eloise Kummer 
and Don Herbert lecturing last week on radio aeting at Roosevelt 
College....Loot won by contestants on Oct. 26 session of “Dress Up 
Quiz” is slated for donation to Chi Scout Troop-No. 300, whose members 
are all blind....Fulton Lewis, Jr., aired his Oct. 27 commentary from 
local studios....Ford Canfield, WBBM orch leader, weds Grace Granger 
Nov. 1. 

Andy Russell guesting on “Let's Have Fun”....WIND football sked 
totals 34 for the season....Fred Waring and his Pennsylvanians were 
host to students and faculties of Chi music schools on Oct. 27 broad- 
cast....More than 50,000 advance orders at $1 per have been received 
by Don McNeill for his “Breakfast Club” yearbook....Everett Mitchell 























conservation program. ‘and Belgium. racial and religious prejudices. wire-recording at poultry meet in Peoria for his ag show. 
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“THANK YOU” 


FIFTH AVENUE CANDY BAR* 


(J. M. MATHES, INC., AGENCY) 


and 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
EVERY SUNDAY — 10:30-11:00 P.M., EST 
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FCC L'ville Choice, Based on ‘Superior’ 
Service, Sure to Make NAB See Red 


Washington, Oct. 28. 
_ Ina decision that is sure to make 
NAB prexy Justin Miller and a 


good many broadcasters “see red,” 
the FCC, Friday (24), decided a 
contest for use of the 1080kc radio 
channel in Louisville by choosing 
the applicant who promised to de- 
liver the “superior” program sé€fv- 
ice. 

In a precedent-setting 
Commission favored the 
ica Broadcasting Corp., 
posed a new regional station in 
Louisville over local station WINN 
applying to switch to the 1080kc slot 


case, the 
Mid-Amer- 
which pro- 


and boost its power. Usually, all 
other things being equal, the FCC 
prefers an existing station over a 
new-station bidder. 


Case has strong “Blue Book” im- 
plications, since FCC decided that 
Mid-America’s proposed . program 
service appeared to be more in the 
“public interest” ‘than the present 
and past performance of WINN. Of 
the two proposed program services, 
Mid-America’s was found to be su- 
perior to that planned by the exist- 
ing Louisville station. 


The FCC decision pointed out that 
while WINN “has carried a large 
number of network (ABC) sustain- 
ing programs it has carried only a 
few local sustaining programs and 
almost no local live sustaining pro- 
grams.” Commission added that for 
the month of March, 1946, the sta- 
tion carried only one five-minute 
daily local sustainer between 6 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. 

Fact that the station aired a heavy 
diet of commercial religious shows 
sponsored by evangelistic sects was 
also mentioned in the FCC findings. 
WINN had proposed to boost its lo- 
cal sustainers if given a power hike, 
but FCC did not find this as per- 
suasive as its past performance. 

To Mid-America’s credit, FCC 
cited the fact the company pro- 
posed to carry local shows over and 
above those proposed by WINN. 
In. addition, this bidder planned to 
hire a three-man local news staff. 
Seven out of 11 of Mid-America’s 
stockholders are longtime residents 
of Louisville. Final factor in FCC's 
decision was fact that Mid-America 
held a permit for this wavelength in 
1941 but had to bandon construction 
beéause of the outbreak of war. Ap- 
parently, entire FCC bench pre- 
ferred the new bidder, since there 
were no recorded dissents. 
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Ernest Anderson presents 
FRED ROBBINS’ 


ONE-NITE STAND 
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NELLIE 
LUTCHER 


and Big Supporting Cast Including 
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and His Orchestra 










‘Eleven-Thirty Saturday Night 
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Forest Fires 


Continued from page 26 








time of code composing, 
clude a paragraph to 
that at times of sectional or 
national emergency all outlets in a 
given locality will pool their human 
and technical resources for the 
presentation of a sober and factual 
resume of what may be happening, 
to be directed by a joint committee 
of station managers and their news 


it will in- 


en 


the effect | 


chiefs, and with all available con- 
firmed information aired in a defi- 
nite segment of every hour. (Much 
valuable source material for such 
|a codification might be obtained | 
from the BBC’s handling of the 





| was 


| ports 





London blitz.) 

By far the least offensive coverage 
provided by the newspaper- 
affiliated Guy Gannett Broadcasting 
Services, with two outlets, WGAN, 
Portland, and WGUY, Bangor. While 
conservative throughout and leaning 


assignment like hitting the beach 
with the Marines, while 
O’Brien, who got himself lost while 
covering the Bar Harbor bad night 
for the Maine Broadcasting System, 
now enjoys a local fame comparable 


on a copy-desk delivery of most 
items, Dick Bates, program director | 
|at the Portland end, managed to 
cover the whole story without rais- 
ing unnecessary hobgoblins. The 
non-newspaper affiliates appeared 
more enterprising, however, work- 
ing as if faced with a perpetual 
deadline. Phil Johnson, WCSH, 
Portland, made every tape-recorder 


Ellis | 


to that of the AP photographer who | 


caught the flagraising on Iwo Jima. 
O’Brien, hired only a few days be- 
fore by WCSH, came out finally 
with a terrifie story of the fire’s 
worst incidence, a story which for 
sincerity and drama tops everything | 
to date on coverage of the disaster, 
giving radio something to show for 
itself against its amateurish short- 
comings otherwise in this instance. 


Off The Deep End 


Disaster coverage mistake that was 

most unforgivable was _§ straight- 
faced read-off of correspondents’ re- 
that this that or 
individual had been picked up for | 
arson. Although names and ad- 
dresses were provided on each occa- 
sion, nothing was heard or seen of 
these most serious charges in the 
subsequent news sessions or the 
public prints. A staff man’s tiredness 
is a poor argument in a law court. 
Also, tape recordings might be more 
definitely tabbed as covering action 
of some hours before. And possibly 
should not be used if the fury 
therein described could not be 
brought up to date as having sub- 
sided or grown worse at broadcast 
time (delayed) by authoritative re- 
ports. 

Given the laissez-faire nature of 
their setup, 
a capital job of coverage of the 
state’s worst disaster. There was 
hardly a crew member who didn’t 
risk death, and the business office 
tallies will be months 


Maine broadcasters did | 


recovering. | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


the other | 


| 





But it wasn’t the right way—as any | 


Maine broadcaster has learned. 





Cincy’s Whodunit Nightcap 


Cincinnati, Oct. 28. 
For those who like a mystery 
story as a nightcap, WKRC has in- 
augurated “Mystery Tonite,” a half- 
hour strip Monday through Friday 
starting at 11:15 p.m., following a 
newscast. Series is bannered for 
Bruck’s Beer. 
E. t. service for this series like- 
wise is unique. It’s coming from five 
different transcription companies. 





Odessa, Tex.— Robert Montgom- 
ery, Jr., has been named commer- 
cial manager of KOSA here. 
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“An orchid to Himber’s 
dance rhythms.” 
WALTER WINCHELL, 
Daily Mirror. 


“Richard Himber has 
come up with a new type 
of dansapation which he 
terms ‘accent on melody’ 
...!dea is a good one... 
beat is strong and steady 
for good dance rhythm.” 
STAL, Variety. 


“Richard Himber’s NEW 
‘accent on’ melody’ is a 
must; combines a velvety 
sweetness with keen 
rhythms, ideal both for 
listeners and dance floor 
addicts. Himber also is 
an authority on magic,” 

BEN GROSS, , 

N. Y. Daily News. 


“Himber has a_ great 
band and is one of the 
few band leaders who 
knows how to direct... 
His magical rabbit is ter- 
rific.”’ 

ROBERT SYLVESTER, 

N. Y. Daily News. © 


“Himber has always had 
a great band, but this is 
his greatest. His magic 
is still the envy of all the 
professionals.” 
NICK KENNY, 
Daily Mirror. 


“With jitterbug bands 
folding right and left, the 
sweet music lads like Guy 
Lombardo and Richard 
Himber continue merrily 
on their successful way. 
All during the blast and 
blare era Himber played 
music that was pleasant 
to listen to, dine and 
dance by. Himber’s magic 
is as good as his music 
and that means they’re 
both tops.” 

ROBERT COLEMAN, 

Daily Mirror. 
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How many children have been born in the United States since 1920—the year modern 
radio came into being? A statistician could arrive at some figure, but the interesting point 
here is that there are millions of boys and girls of school age and men and women in 


their 20°s who HAVE NEVER KNOWN A WORLD WITHOUT RADIO. 


How best to reach these young people to tell them something of the exciting history of radio and how 
a network program gets on the air? NBC decided the most effective way was a comic book. Comic 


books are as modern as radio—they have grown up in the same era in which radio developed. 


NBC is the first radio network to use this popular technique to tell how radio works... all radio. 
With the first printing of 1.250,000 copies, NBC’s comic book, ON THE AIR, wll reach 
into homes, schools and institutions throughout the nation, telling its story of American radio 


operating under the system of free enterprise. 


‘ / 
~ = 


Here is the first major promotion piece devised by a radio network to appeal to the younger people 


of the nation—a vast majority of today’s listening audience and tomorrow s potential eonsumers, 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 NETWORK 





... the National Broadcasting Company 


A service of Radio 
Corporation of America 
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Industry-Wide Committee of 33 
To Huddle With Petrillo on Music 


Washington, Oct. 28. | Lawrence Phillips, director, DuMont 
Thirty-three reps from the webs, | Television Network; Noran E. Kersta; 
standard broadcasting, FM, televi- | manager, television operations, NBC. 
sion, electrical transcription and rec- | Transcription companies: Library 
ord manufacturing companies have |Transcription Group: Richard S. 
been named to an industry - wide | Testut, vice-president and gen. mgr., 
music committee to work on up-| Associated Programs Service, Inc.; 
coming negotiations with James Cae-|C. ©. Langlois, president, Lang- 
i Petrillo, the NAB announced Worth Feature Programs, Inc. Open- 
riday (24). End Transcription Group: Joseph W. 
Formation of the  all-industry ; Bailey, Louis G. Cowan, Inc.; Charles 
committee was authorized by unani- | Gaines, Frederic W. Ziv Co. 


mous resolution of the NAB mem- Record Manufacturers: Capitol 
. . . . < oo 
bership during the association’s an- Dacerde (rentesantative th be aamed 
é rent at Atl: > City last | Pt EN? x3 
nual conven ion at Atl ante © ’ ast later): Columbia Recording Corp., 
month. Resolution declared: “Amer- | Waward Wallerstein: Decca Records 
ican broadcasters are convinced that | Milton Rackmil: Marrury Radio & 
a constructive and amicable solution | *Taleviaion Corp. Tevin fienen: Ma- 
o the problem created by the Amer-/: -,.. ; 3 ae 
to the pro carertinge rs by : ae AL er | jestic Records, Guy Lemmon; RCA- 
ican Federation of Musicians would Victor Division of RCA Mfg. Co 
e a mi * contribution to the wel- |} ; : ® sith F ops 
b 8 Major ContipNyen & the wel- | james Murray; Signature Recording 
fare of the American public, and are 


Corp., George Jaycox. 
earnestly determined to make every | P 8 y 


effort to_reach such a solution.” 


















Lineup of the Petrillo strategy | : 
committee includes: K 2 = -” 2 
For the NAB: A. D. Willard, Jr., | ets 0 





executive vice-president; R. P. Doh-’ Continued from page 26 
erty, director, employee - employer 
relations department; Don Petty, 
general counsel; Robert K. Richards, 
director, public relations departmént. 

Frequency Modulation Assn.: 


| filiates and CBS would have to re- 
| linquish at least one. ABC and Mu- 
tual would then pick four apiece 
in order to provide all areas with a 
choice of four network signals. 





Leonard Marks, general counsei, PEER 

FMA: William E. Ware, KSWI, 2. Over strenuous objections of 
Council Bluffs, Ia.; William Fay, | the clears, backed by NBC and CBS, 
WHAM, Rochester; Ray E. Dady,| FCC Commissioner Rosel Hyde ac- 
KWK, St. Louis: Paul W. Reed, | cepted Broadcast Measurement Bu- 


WFAH-FM. Alliance. O. | reau coverage studies as evidence in 

Networks: Frank K. White, vice- | the clear channel case. BMB prexy 
president, CBS; Frank E. Mullen, | Hugh Feltis and aides Richard Wy- 
executive veepee, NBC; Joseph A. | coff and George Baille left the stand 


McDonald, secretary and attorney, | bloody but unbowed after vigorous 
ABC; Robert D. Swezey, veepee, | attacks on the BMB coverage techni- 
MBS; Everett Dillard, president,| ques from CCBS attorney Louis 


Caldwell. BMB studies, analyzed by 
reasearcher Alfred Politz, were in- 
troduced by regional attorney Paul 
Spearman to show that even with 
maximum coverage claimed by BMB 
it was stil! possible to snot a second 
50 kw station on a clear channel 
without interference to the original 
station-on the channel. Caldwell and 
the attorneys for NBC and CBS 
took position the BMB studies had 
no place in an engineering hearing. 
Caldwell attacked the reliability of 
BMB studies in measuring rural lis- 
tening or learning what programs 
are heard regularly. 


3. Regional broadcasts attacked 
the clears’ bid for 750 kw as con- 
trary to FCC obligation to distribute 
chahnels and _ service equitably 
among the states. Spearman charg- 
ed the local and regional stations 
would -suffer at expense of the big 
fellows and that the high-powered 
stations would interfere with opera- 
tion of stations on adjacent channels. 

4. KSL engineer R. B. Evans took 
the stand yesterday (27) to plead for 
500 kw power for the Salt Lake City 
station. He argued this would give 
improved service not otherwise 
available to 6,000,000 persons in the 
radio-poor mountain areas. 


Continental Network. 

Broadcasters: Leonard Asch, 
WBCA, Schenectady; John Elmer, 
WCBM, Baltimore; Theodore C. 
Streihert, WOR, N. Y.; Roger W. 
Clip, WFIL, Phila; Frank King, 
WMBR, Jacksonville; Robert Thomp- 
son, WBEN, Buffalo; Calvin J. Smith, 
KFAC, Los Angeles. 


Television Broadcasters  Assn.: 

















Take The Guess Out of Buying 
with WOV's 5 Cadi: Cadienee 
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Wet 
‘Lil 


WOV tells you the difference in peo- 
ple. too. WOV’s Audited Audiences 
gives you complete up-to-the-minute 
market information on each of 5 
Audited Audiences. 

Ask us for the facts...learn how 
you, too, can TAKE THE GUESS 


OUT OF BUYING. 


Ralph N. Weil, General Manager 
John E. Pearson Co., National Representative 





Greisedieck Expanding 
Baseball Net Into FM 


St. Louis, Oct. 28. 

Greisedieck Brew will use FM re- 
lays next spring to expand the net- 
work carrying its St. Louis Cardinal 
baseball broadcasts from 29 to 50 
stations. The pickup will be from 
WEW’s FM outlet here. WEW and 
| its FM twin origin the play-by-plays 
on an exclusive basis. 

Extension will mean the elimina- 
tion of A T & T lines for the hookup 
and make Greisedieck’s the largest 
baseball network in the country. 
Coverage would take in Missouri, 
Illinois, Iowa, Indiana and Arkansas. 


Reds to Appeal 
[linois Ban 
On Broadcasts 


St. Louis, Oct. 28. 

FCC anud the U. S. district court 
in East St. Louis, across the river 
from here, will be appealed to by 
the Communist party of St. Clair 
County, Ill., to prevent WIBV, Belle- 
ville, Ill, from interfering with 
broadcasts paid for by the Com- 
munists, John Rossen, party county 








chairman, said a restraining order 
will be asked of the court and FCC 
will be asked to instruct the station 
to “abide by the _ constitutional 
guarantee of freedom of speech and 
by the regulations ‘of FCC.” 

Tiff was touched off a week ago 
when the party’s 15 minute program, 
the fourth of 26 contracted for, was 
cut off the air seven times. It is a 
Sunday a.m. program. Paul 
Wnorowski, manager of WIBV, ad- 
mitted that phrases have been 
dropped from Rossen’s talk which 
covered a_wide variety of subjects 
on national and international affairs. 
He asserted that Rossen has sub- 
mitted the script in advance as re- 
quired by the contract and although 
it had been deleted, Rossen insisted 
in reading the phrases anyway. The 
Communist leader read them into a 
dead mike as a result. 

Wnorowski could not recall how 
many cuts had been made in Ros- 
sen’s script or just what the phrases 
were. He said that the deletions 
were made because he considered 
them “not good radio.” Wnorowski 
also said, “I think they bordered on 
the un-American, if they were not 
totally un-American.” There was an 
“understanding,” Wnorowski stated, 
between the station and the Com- 
munist group, that the station -~had 
the right to “edit” the scripts before 
the brdadcasts went on the air, but 
this provision was not embodied in 
the written contract. 

Rossen denied the existence of any 
such “understanding” except the 
right of the station to remove state- 
ments considered libelous. Wnorow- 
ski said the station has consulted an 
attorney with the view of finding 
out whether the rest of the programs 
could be legally cancelled but had 
not yet received an opinion. 

Rossen said some of the phrases 
blue-pencilled were “All of those 
who believe in democracy,” “exor- 
bitant salaries of railroad execu- 
tives,” “railroad propaganda against 
unions,” “the common people of 
Europe,” “the Communist party of St. 
Clair county.” 


WNBC, N.Y., Adding Moppet 
Weeknight Programs In 
Response to Big Demand 


WNBC (N. Y.), which has been 
showing some healthy ways to pro- 
gram for kids with its: string of 
Saturday morning moppet stanzas, 
is adding a couple of weeknight 
children’s airers starting next week. 

Manhattan attorne y Godfrey 
Schmidt, who garnered a following 
as a kids’ storyteller on Fordham 
Univ.’s WFUV-FM, has been signed 
on for a Thursday stint at 6:30-45 
p.m. Decision to give him a regular 
spot followed a “sneak” tryout re- 
cently, which resulted in a flood of 
give-us-more wires and calls, plus 
some 1,400 letters. 


In the 6:30. Tuesday period the 
NBC flagship is slotting a “World- 
Over_ Playhouse,” dramatizing Bible 
stories, folk tales and legends from 
World-Over, a children’s magazine 
published by the Jewish Educational 
Committee of New York. Stories 
will be non-sectarian. Series will be 
directed by WNBU’s Clay Daniels 
and scripted by Pauline Morris. 








1 latitude in doubling on the “Ford Theatre,” 


_~@ . ' e 
Inside Stuff—Radio 

The feeling among independent broadcasters up and down the Coast 
against the present form of the proposed NAB code is so strong that it 
might precipitate a “wholesale exodus if railroaded through,” according 
to indie spokesmen. Feeling is that it is strictly" net-dictated and its 
enactment may well reduce the NAB to a “Network Assn. of Broadcasters.” 
Code is regarded as the last straw in a growing weight of dissension and 
dissatisfaction on the Coast over BMB wrangles and lack of confidence 
in NAB administrative brass. The latter, with the “exception of Judge 
Justin Miller and a few other competents,” are regarded as a group of 
high salaried but low powered department heads with little knowledge 
of or consideration for the problems of the working and selling, on-the- 
scene station operator. 





“Tale of Two Towns,” 15-minute dramat presented at the Freedom 
House dinner to Secretary of State Geotfge C. Marshall in N. Y. Oct. 19, 
is being offered to stations around the country for rebroadcast, under 
Freedom House and United World Federalists auspices. Four Pennsyl- 
vania stations—WLAN, Lancaster; WSBA, York; WLBR, Lebanon, and 
WHP, Harrisburg—have already requested platters for performance, with 
added interest shown elsewhere. — 

Show, scripted by Don Hirst, writer of WNRT, N. Y.’s “You Are An 


~ 


Artist” airer, dramatized activities of two towns, Norwalk, Conn., and 
Dunkirk, N. Y.. towards the One-World idea. Quentin Reynolds was 
narrator, with Helen Hayes representing Norwalk and Howard Lind- 


say, Dunkirk. Show, presented at 9 p.m. in the Commodore hotel ball- 
room, was recorded then, and broadcast later that night on Mutual at 
11.15 p.m., and WOR, N. Y. at 11.30 p.m. Idea now is to make it into 
a half-hour show, embodying in addition to the dramat, the comments 
of Warren Austin and Secretary Marshall made that night regarding 
the show. Freedom House is financing cost of pressing and distributing 
the-airer to those stations interested. 





Mutual’s sepia “Hospitality Club” hits the road next week for the first 
of a planned series of theatre tours. Co-producers Sam Levine and Bill 
Redford will open the show for a seven-day stand at the Howard theatre, 
Washington, D. C., Nov. 7. 

“Club’s” Nov. 8 airer will originate from the Howard stage with Thelma 
Carpenter and orch leader Herbie Fields guesting. 





Waiver, given by the New York local board of AFRA to permit wider 
was withdrawn after being 
reported in Variery last week. The waiver didn’t allow multiple doubling, 
but applied only to the use of isolated lines in montage effects. In order 
to get the waiver, George Zachary, producer of the series, agreed to 
submit the particular script, with the proposed lines indicated, for 
board approval. He also agreed to hire two additional AFRA actors 
for those specific shows, involving about $300 extra income for the 
union’s members. According to Zachary, the waiver was to have been 
requested for only two scripts out of the current 13-week cycle. How- 
ever, disclosure of the incident resulted in misunderstanding and criti- 
cism, AFRA officials explained, and the waiver was withdrawn after 
one broadcast. As explained in the original Varrery report, the entire 
matter involved a question of authority between the unién’s local and 
national boards, 





Zane Grey heirs and Stephen Slesinger, who control the Mutual airer, 
“Zane Grey,” want it back home in the wést ’cause it ain’t bein’ done 
right by in the big city. Complaint is that on its first airing from Gotham 
after moving from Hollywood it wasn’t very good, fault being found with 
cast, direction, etc., and so on insistence of the controlling parties, after 
yesterday’s (28) broadcast back it goes after a Manhattan fortnight. 


Doiuie’s Saks, Shee) 
Gets WINS Airing in N.Y. 


“Songs of Morton Downey,” spon- 
sored by Coca-Cola and aired over 
Mutual Tuesday, Thursday and Sat- 
urday, 11:15 to 11:30 p.m., has been 


picked up by indie WINS for N. Y. 
airing, because WOR, Mutual’s 
N. Y. flagship, couldn’t clear time 
for it. WOR, which has the N. Y. 
Herald Tribune sponsored newscast 
in the 11:15 slot, wanted to carry 
the Downey show transcribed at 
11:30, but the coke people wanted 
i alive, as on Mutual, in same 
slot. 


Similar situation cropped up in 
Chicago, where WGN, the Mutyal 
outlet, couldn’t clear the time, with 
the program going to WFCL there 
instead. Show preemed last night 
(Tues.). 





“HIRES TO YA’” 


FOR THIRD YEAR 
ON CBS 











"On | TARGET’ 


MEANS INTELLIGENT AND PROMPT SERVICE TO 
THE WORLD'S LARGEST ADVERTISING AGENCIES 


Year after year we read into our record for 
consistently satisfactory service words like 
these from America's leading agencies... 

» + + we have always enjoyed your intelligent 
and prompt service... it is a pleasure to work 
with Weed ... this is the kind of "rep" rela- 
tionship we like... 


The harmonious relationship that exists between 
Weed men and agency contacts is the measure 
of success for a radio representative. 


AND COMPANY 


RADIO STATION REPRESENTATIVES 
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WCAU-_the Philadelphia Station with Umbrella Coverage 


— 


With 50,000 watts of power surging out in ail directions, WCAU covers— 


and is listened-to by—more people than any other Philadelphia radic station*. 


*Pulse of Philadelphia | (| Aull 


Hooper 


BMB ? “timbrelie Coverage” 5 0,00 0 WATTS bd CBS AFFILIATE ° 


PHILADELPHIA ’S LEADING RADIO INSTITUTION 





peek 


ue yaeyee 


CPi Ege gis 





ors 






















RADIO 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, October 29, 1947 





FM ers Beginning To Kick Up Heels: 
In Dealings With NAB and AMers 


Washington, Oct. 28. 

FM’ers, recently given new stature 
and added representation in National 
Assn. of Broadcasters’ councils, are 
already showing plenty of independ- 
ence in their dealing with NAB and 
the standard broadcasters. 

Presaging more “elbowing” of the 
game type, the NAB-FM Executive 
Committee last Friday (24) resolved 
unanimously that the networks con- 
tinue to be informed that AM-FM 
duplication of musical show “is es- 
sential to the orderly development 
of FM broadcasting, and that no con- 
tract between a network and the 
American Federation of Musicians be 
negotiated which would impede this 
development.” Committee asked that 
it be kept constantly informed of any 
negotiations between the webs and 
the AFM which might concern FM 
broadcasting. . 

It was believed the FM’ers are 
trying to insure now that the net- 
works will not leave FM in the lurch 
in their 1948 AFM contracts in order 
to save themselves some money. 
They point out that if the webs sign 
contracts with Petrillo, without 
specific provision for AM-FM dupli- 
cation, nets can then claim they are 
bound by these agreements and FM 
will continue to hobble along on re- 
cordings and public service stints. 


At the same time, the FM’ers 
started early to see to it that next 
year’s NAB convention contains 


plenty of sessions devoted to their 
problems. FM committee Friday au- 
thorized appointment of a committee 
to plan for FM participation in the 
1948 meet. Committee includes Cecil 
D. Mastin, WNBF-FM, Binghamton; 
Willard Egolf, WBCC-FM, Bethesda, 
Md., and Leonard Asch, WBCA, 
Schenectady. 


Toronto's Food Plug 


Ottawa, Oct. 28. 
Station CFRB, Toronto, is asking 
audience-participation stubholders 
to bring loads of canned food to 
studios and is offering prize for 
patron bringing greatest amount. 
Idea is to bolster Toronto’s wed- 
ding gift to Princess Elizabeth which 
is to be food for Britons. Toronto’s 
mayor is to make award next Mon- 
day (3). 








Canten—J. Leonard Taylor has 
been nanied general manager of 
WCMW, operated by the Stark 


Broadcasting Corp. He has had 12 
years’ experience in radio, having 
served as chief announcer and pro- 
gram director for WHBC, Canton, 
for five years. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
UONITED REXALL DRUG CO 
Wednesday, NBC, 10:30 P.M., E.S.T. 
M-G-M—“On the Island With You” 
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“THIS TIME FOR KEEPS” 





Skylight Casters 


Philadelphia, Oct. 28. 

Blimp flash-casts plugging WCAU’s 
new team of newscasters, Lowell 
Thomas and Edward R. Murrow, are 
being used extensively throughout 
this area by the studio. 

Blimp makes three and a half hour 
trip nightly over Philly and sur- 


rounding cities, as far south as 
Wilmington and north as far as 
Trenton. 





WJLB Stays Firm in Plan 


To Cut Foreign Tongues 
In Program Revamping | 


Detroit, Oct. 28. 

Sticking to his new policy of 
shearing away foreign-language pro- 
grams, WJLB used its two-week can- 
cellation clause to drop “Rosary 
House” before the program even hits 
the air. 

A delegation headed by Fr. Justin 
came to Detroit to protest, manager 


| Ralph Elvin admitted, but the sta- 


tion refused to change its ruling. 
Policy was set up in line with the 
George Storrer interests’ plans to 
rebuild the station completely, from 
programs to buildings. 

Other protests against dropping 
non-English shows have been strong, 
but futile, and a complaint by the 
American Committee for Protection 
of Foreign Languages was dismissed 
by the FCC. 

Meantime Judith Lawton, new 
program director, is whipping a pro- 
duction-writing staff into shape and 
as of Nov. 2 WJBK will switch 60% 
of its programs, Jack the Bellboy, 
station’s ace disk jockey, being the 
only major one whose show stays 
put. Beginning two days later, the 
station will put into effect a block 
booking system, a la WNEW, N. Y., 
across the board. 











Tele Reviews 


Continued from page 28 





noel 


that skeds current events forums for 
all grades. Teachers evidently ‘ lay 
down a single line rather than a 
divergence of views, which makes 
the youngsters sound as if they’ve all 
been reading the same book. Show 
is ad libbed and unrehearsed, but 
parroting is pronounced and on the 
session caught (24) there wasn’t one 
sharp clash of opinion. 

Straight classroom setting is used, 
with moderator seated at desk and 
blackboard in background, Ques- 
tions are on general topics, ranging 
from U. S. foreign policy to the use 
of dry ice in rain making. Kids re- 
spond freely but their nervousness, 
as shown in finger pulling and 
clothes plucking, tends to distract. 

Session currently runs-15 minutes, 
which is too short for panel of eight. 
Expansion to a half hour on a regu- 
lar weekly schedule will do much 
to bring this one along. Bact. 











Pittsburgh — Joan Davis’ co-op 
show on CBS got a local sponsor 
j}only a day or so before teeoff time. 
| Bankroller here is Pittsburgh Milk 
Co., and program was peddled by 











the Julius Dubin agency. 
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FOR 
“So You Wont 


A VARIETY SHOW that has 


tertainment, low in cost! 


Also... 


CANDID MICROPHONE .. 


AB 





starring SAMMY KAYE and his orchestra 
Mondays, 9:30 pm EST 


prizes, hilarious fun on the downbeat! High in en- 


ROSS DOLAN, Detective. . starring William Gargan... Saturdays, 8:00 pm EST 

ADVENTURES OF BILL LANCE ... Sundays, 5:00 pm EST 

. Thursdays, 8:00 pm EST 

PROGRAM DEPARTMENT 
CIRCLE 7-5700 


SALE 
to Lead a Band”’ 


everything! Laughs, music, 
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Radio Reviews 


Continued from page 28 


for the Navy’s current recruiting 
drive. 

“Join the Navy and See the World” 
was pointed up “4 interviews of en- 
listed men—mainly chiefs in Brook- 
lyn, London, Paris, Athens, Hono- 
luiu, Tokyo and Hollywood. These 
men were mostly career boys with 
anywhere from one to three hash- 
marks. All told why they joined the 
Navy. Travel and security appeared 
to be the major reasons, 

But none of the brief interviews 
bore much resemblance fo “man in 
the street” informality. It was obvi- 
ous that the speeches were all pre- 
pared in advance, (Portions of the 
show were transcribed, an ABC an- 
nouncer explained later). And these 
enlisted men’s opinions all painted a 
far too rosy side of life in the Navy. 
There’s a Navy axiom that you're not 
a real salt unless you gripe. Then, 
too, there was a chief boatswain’s 
mate aboard the USS Missouri: who 
said he was retiring after 20 years. 
Everyone doesn’t automatically re- 
tire after 20 years. They’re merely 
eligible. 

Best of the interviews was from 
Athens where ABC’s Fred Sparks 
caught what’s primarily on a Navy 
man’s mind—the ladies. Asked if he 
really had a girl in every port, an 
aviation radioman of a carrier near 
the Greek capital confided that he al- 
most did except in Egypt where the 
veils were a problem. “You couldn't 
tell whether it was Jane Russell or 
your grandmother!” he explained. 


Admiral Halsey contributed a brief 
anecdote reflecting upon his experi- 
ences as 9 1904 midshipman and 
punched across with the theme that 
“our sailors are our ambassadors of 
good will.” When the world looks at 
their faces, he said, they’ll know we 
don’t plan to dominate the world. As 
a sombre note at the close, Kelly 
paid tribute to those who didn’t come 
back until the Joseph V. Connolly 
entered New York harbor last week. 
with the vanguard of 6,000 of our 
war dead. He then emphasized that 
“our first line of defense is_ the 
Navy.” Gilb: 





NEWS AT NINE 

With Peter Roberts 

Writer: Leonard Allen 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 9 a.m. 
Sustaining 

WNBC, N. Y. 


New news series on WNBC, N. Y., 
with Peter Roberts, recent acquisi- 
tion from KYW. Philadelphia, is 
very listenable. Roberts has an even, 
unhurried delivery, good enuncia- 
tion and a clear, assuring voice. 
Delivery isn’t strained or hectic, and 
one gets the news vivid and straight. 

re’s no editorializing, and the 
news is concise and complete. 

Stanza caught Monday (27). had 
15 minutes crowded with significant 
news of the day, in the French 
political situation, Polish situation, 
plane crashes, rail disasters, arrival 
of U. S. war dead in N. Y., the 
screen stars hegira to Washington, 
the Eisler episode in Trenton, N. J. 

A breakfaster got a pretty good 
picture of what was going on in the 
world, dished up sensibly’ and so- 
berly, Bron. 

. wy 





Follow-up Comment 


THHOOO404444444444464464 


Stewart Alsop, co-author (with his 
brother Joseph) of a nationally 
syndicated column on Washington 
and world affairs, last Sunday (26) 
began a month-long standin for 
Raymond Swing in the latter’s quar- 
ter-hour news analysis period on 
ABC. (Swing is off on a lecture 
tour.) He showed himself to be 
fitted for the chore in all respects. 
While his voice was a shade harsh 
and strident, his delivery was sure 
and aggressive. His copy was terse 
and emphatic, pulling no punches. 
Cleverly, he framed the state of U. S. 
affairs into a hypothetical report to 
the Kremlin by a Soviet political 
analyst, showing what things will 
“delight” the Communists. He 
struck at the Progressive Citizens of 
America, on the left, and the “die- 
hard isolationist press,” on the right, 
for condemning the Marshall Plan. 
But he predicted that Congress, “in 
the nick of time,” will approve 
European aid funds. 

Alsop sounds like a good bet for a 
regular berth on the airwaves. 


ROSENTHAL TO R&R 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 

Ralph J. Rosenthal, account 
exec for Arthur Meyerhoff agency, 
switches to Ruthrauff & Ryan, Chi- 
cago, Nov. 1. 

His major account Mutual. Benefit 
of Omaha, sponsor of Gabriel Heat- 
ter’s “A Brighter Tomorrow,” fol- 
lows him to R&R Nov. 15. 








Minneapolis—Walt Raschick has 
been named director of KSTP news 
bureau by Stanley E. Hubbard, presi- 
dent and generai manager. Ras- 
chick for past 18 months was asso- 
ciate editor of Holiday mag in 





Philadelphia. 


FMA’s FCC Plea 


Washington, Oct. 28, 

FM Assn. filed a r«tition with 
the FCC today .fues.) de- 
manding a public hearing, with 
the four major AM networks 
participating, to consider adop- 
tion of a rule forbidding the 
nets from entering into any 
agreements prohibiting AM-FM 
duplication. 

FMA pointed out that FCC 
clearly has authority to do this 
and cited FCC chain-broadcast- 
ing regulations which bear the 
stamp of approval of the Su- 
preme Court. 

FMA said a survey showed 
92% of FM stations want the 
right to carry network shows 
and claimed network pacts 
banhing duplication would ad- 
versely affect the ability of FM 
licensees to serve in the public 
interest. 











Indies 


Continued from page 27 














preamble to set forth its “affirma- 
tive aims.” (NAB prexy Justin 
Miller is writing this now). 

Here are principal code revisions 
recommended by the committee: 

1. “Network-inspired” definitions 
of 15-minute shows as 14.30 units, 
etc., are wiped out and program 
units defined as “total elapsed time 
from the sign-on to sign-off.” Same 
commercial limits apply to day and 
evening programs. On” single-spon- 
sor shows, indies actually cut pres- 
ent code limits qn commercial time 
in two cases—specifying a top of 
2.30 minutes on 15-minute shows and 
3.45 minutes on half-hour stanzas. 
In only one case, that of five-minute 
shows, do they recommend easing 
the present one-minute limit to 1.15. 

2. Double spotting, either on single 
or-multiple-sponsored broadcasts, is 
out, except where one of the spots 
is a service announcement 15 seconds 
or less in length. Such service spots 
must be limited to two an hour. 

3. On multiple-sponsored shows, 
indies want more latitude so that 
they may vary actual commercial 
time from 2.30 to 2.40 minutes on 
15 minutes of program time. A pro- 
gram within a 15-minute segment 
followed by a one-minute spot 
should be considered: a 14-minute 
program. Where spots follow pro- 
grams they should be of 30 seconds 
or less duration. When this is done, 
the station has the option of hiking 
its commercial time within the pro- 
gram by 30 seconds. 

The indie committee included: Ted 
Cott, chairman; Frank Blair, WSCR, 
Scranton; Wayne Coy, WINX, Wash- 
ington; Arthur Harre, WJJD, Chi- 
cago; Edward Lamb, WTOD, Toledo; 
Al Meyer, KMYR, Denver; Elliott 
Sanger, WQXR, New York; Harold 
B. Shaw, WOAY, Oak Hill, W. Va.; 
Calvin J. Smith, KFAC, Los Angeles; 
Ben Strouse, WWDC, Washington; 
Eugene Weil, WLAQ, Rome, Ga.: 
Ralph Weil, WOV, New York, and 
Ray Bright, KLEE, Houston, sitting 
as an observer. s 

The special committee which 
would represent this group at the 
November NAB board meeting in- 
cludes Cott, Arthur Harre of WJJD, 
Chicago, and Ben Strouse, WWDC, 
Washington. 





Worcester — Gil Hodges, member 
of the WTAG announcing staff for 
eight years and its chief for the past 
year and a half, resigned last week 
to Join WMAL in Washington. 








Brady Suit Dismissal 


On ‘Church Mouse’ Asked | 


Dismissal of an infringement suit 
against the Theatre Guild, ABC net. 
work and U. S. Steel by William A, 
Brady was asked by the defendants 
last week, according to papers filed 


in N. Y. federal court. Plaintiff al. 
leged that the production of the 
Ladislaus Fodor play, “A Church 
Mouse,” on “Theatre Guild of the 
Air,” sponsored by U. S. Steel over 
the ABC net last June 8, infringed 
upon the show’s copyright, which 
Brady claimed he was assigned in 
1931. 

In making a general denial of 
Brady’s charges, ABC and the Thea. 
tre Guild contended that “Church 
Mouse,” was copyrighted by the late 
Dr. Alexander Morton and any righis 
that Brady may have had to the play 


| have now expired or have been ase 


signed to other parties. 


| NBC’s Free Rein 


Continued from page 29 

















announced its first tentative charge 
schedule, to 65,000 today—an in- 
crease of 1,000%. Number of sta- 


tions during the same time has 
jumped from eight to 21. Kraft 
predicted there would be 400,000 sets 


within range of WNBT’s transmitter 

by the end of 1948, furnishing an 

audience of some 2,400,000 viewers. 
New rate schedule calls for $1,000 


.an hour for the live studio, as against 


$750 under the old structure. In 
addition, there’s an added transmit- 
ter charge of $500 an hour, as against 
the previous charge of $100. Studio 
cost is then scaled down to $600 per 
half-hour, $400 for 15 minutes to 
$200 for five minutes. Transmitter 
charge is $300 per half-hour, $200 
for 15 minutes and $125 for film only 
for one minute. Charge for the film 
studio alone is $250 per hour, $200 
per half-hour and $100 for five min- 
utes. 


It’s noted that Kraft also assigned 
a charge for 40-minute shows for 
both the live studio and transmitter, 
ipdicating his belief that video will 
be broken into different time seg- 
ments than radio, which has no 40- 
minute shows at present. Rehearsal 
time.is expected to be the same as 
under the old schedule, which pro- 
vided for five hours of studio re- 
hearsal at no charge ‘for each hour 
show. 

In making the announcement, 
Kraft declared it contained many 
suggestions from agencies and spon- 
sors. He thanked the agencies for 
their help in the past and expressed 
the hope that cooperation would 
continue to be forthcoming. 


e* THERE'S PLENTY OF 
BUSINESS IN 
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WEED & CO, National Representatives 
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rate the press departments of 
from the stand- 
r round?” 


“How do you 
the four major networks 
of all-’round service, all yea 


_ point 





| Last month, this question was put directly to every 
newspaper radio editor from coast to coast.* 


Their vote was unhesitating: 


"CBS Press Information is BEST...for the NINTH 
consecutive year." 








In fact, CBS was the top choice of more of these 
editors than all other network publicity— 
departments combined. 











This is a solid, unequivocal endorsement of the way 
| CBS PRESS INFORMATION goes about its business: 
supplying honest, straightforward reporting, in 
brilliantly usable form, backed by sound and care— 
ful research, sped along by up—to-—date technical 
facilities, and handled by a big, able staff. 


And more than this.:. 


It's an acknowledgment of the superior service 
CBS clients and agencies get on each of their 
: CBS programs, day in day out, year after year. 





That's one more reason why they keep coming to 
CBS; one more reason why CBS is the first choice, 











; | today, of more of the country's largest radio y 
' 5 advertisers...and more of them exclusively... 
P "| | than any other network. 
. 3 And has been for 11 years in a row! 
3 They find that CBS delivers listeners at less 
. cost than any other network. 
y) And they find CBS PRESS INFORMATION an integral 


part of the complete network operation that makes 


N | this possible. 


tives 





CBS 





“Billboard's Tenth Annual 
Radio Publicity Survey 
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Disking Musicians Who Figure 
To Lose Most by AFM Ban Feel 
, Petrillo Justified, Eye Club Week 


Most of the comparatively small 
group of musicians in New York who 
do the majority of freelance record- 
ing, transcription and radio work 
and who stand to be hurt most by 


the Jan. 1 disking ban imposed by 
the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians, have not as yet made up 
their minds on the subject. While 
all of them are fearful of the effect 
on their earning power of the disk 
ban, they discuss it with reserva- 
tions, admitting that the AFM head, 
James C. Petrillo, has a few points 
in his favor when he rails against 
coin machines and disk jockeys. At 
the same time they are keeping 
fingers crossed for a settlement. 

These musicians see not only the 
disk ban being called, but they also 
expect a Petrillo battle with radio 
which will pull them off those jobs, 
too. They see themselves turning to 
one-night “club” jobs to earn a liv- 
ing. And so far there are no ref- 
erences to underground disking and 
possible resignation from the AFM 
in the event of a prolonged strike. 

All told, there aren’t more than 
500 topflight instrumentalists in 
N. Y¥., who work in all three fields. 
They earn anywhere between be- 
tween $12,000 and $20,000 yearly, the 
majority of it from recording and 
transcribing. Radio work runs & 
poor third since no man works more 
than three radio programs apiece 
currently. This is due to the fact 
that many shows which formerly 
originated out of N. Y. now come 
from Hollywood, 

In Hollywood, there is said to be 


(Continued on page 44) 


Coast Terpalace Ops 
Will Seek Scale Vs. 657, 
Cut on Band 1-Niters 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 


Western Ballroom Operators’ 
Ass'n, group of 20-odd one-nite pro- 
moters scattered throughout west, is 
calling its first get-together since 





last winter. Precise date hasn’t been 


set as board of organization wants 
to hold off until after the Midwest 
Ballroom ops holds its coming pow- 
wow. Coasters, no doubt, plan to 
follow a few leads plucked from that 
confab, 

However, it is certain that an ef- 
fort will be made at meeting of 
westerners to get all association 
members to put up a united front 
and assail agencies with proposition 
of offering name bands mere scale 
uarantees on one-niters, against 

of gross. Marty Landau, secre- 
tary of this regional promoters’ 
up, and biggest one-nite tosser 
ereabouts, is clamoring for adop- 
tion of idea by fellow members. He 
already has the support of Al Bam- 
ford, prez of WBOA, and biggest 
northern California promoter. 

Although the top name orks 
which demand and get the $1,750 
and $2,000 guarantees have done 
well in far west of late, promoters 
still squirm at going on the line 
with such heavy guarantees. Too, 
many of the old, established pro- 
Mmoters are openiy miffed at the 
booking agencies, which they accuse 
of dotting the area with new pro- 
moters, as have recently cropped up 
in Santa Barbara, San Bernardino 
and Sacramento, Actually, when 
agencies couldn't get the established 
Promoter in each locale to buy a 
certain band, bookeries found new 

ers. These new promoters are 
not members of the association. 

Also on the agenda at terpalace 
Ops’ meeting will be talk of col- 
lectively angling to get American 

iety of Composers, Authors and 

lishers to reduce current antes 
on ballroom licensing. Last year the 
association made a formal pitch of 
he sort, but got nowhere. 


Clyde Lucas Jockeys 


Coral Gables, Fla., Oct. 28. 
Maestro Clyde Lucas, in Florida 
or some time since giving up read 
work with his band, turned disk 
jockey here last week. -He joined 
VBAY as'm.c. of a disk program 
alring from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m., Mon- 
day to Friday. 
Opening show got away on a party 
note, with mayor and other digni- 
aries on tap. 











Seattle’s Slice of AFM 
Disk Coin Put to Work 


Seattle, Oct. 28. 


American Federation of Musicians’ 
Local 76, here, is currently under- 
writing concerts and entertainment 
in service hospitalsin this area three 
times a week on funds provided by 
the AFM Record Fund. In addi- 
tion, local plans gratis shows at the 
Children’s Orthopedic Hospital and 
at the new King County Tubercu- 
losis Sanitarium. 


Last week Wyatt Howard’s band 
worked at the Fort Lawton Hos- 
pital; Ward Cole’s band at the 
Marine Hospital and Ray Hart’s 
combo at the Bremerton Naval 
Hospital. 


Networks, Indies 
Seen In Accord 
On ASCAP Deal 


There’s a good possibility that the 
disagreement between network 
radio executives and independent 
station owners over one phase of 
negotiations with the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers on renewal of the radio- 
music contract, may be settled dur- 
ing tomorrow's (Thursday) ASCAP 
board meet in New York. Radio 
people assertedly have gotten to- 
gether on a compromise of the ques- 
tion of who is to pay the perform- 
ance fee for music programs origi- 
nating from a network station sus- 
taining and which are sold locally 
by affiliates. And they have offered 
ASCAP a solution which is to be 
digested at tomorrow’s monthly 
meet. 


Exact terms of the compromise 
are undisclosed, but it is claimed 
that the network representatives are 
responsible for its development. 
ASCAPers expect that the settle- 
ment of the major question will 
soon result in the resolving of all 
angles of the renewal negotiations 
and an extension of the current 
deal, which expires Dec. 31, 1949, 


The question of who was respon- 
sible to ASCAP for the difference 
between sustaining rates of an un- 
sponsored network show, which is 
ultimately sold locally by an af- 
filiate, has been holding up final dis- 
position of the contract renewal for 
months. Both sides had agreed 
ASCAP was due additional revenue 
when such a show is sold, but 
couldn’t agree on who was to pay. 


CLINTON RETURNS TO 
GAC IN 5-YEAR DEAL 


Larry Clinton returned last week 
to General Artists Corp., which 
handled him when he was the coun- 
try’s No. 1 pop maestro. He signed 
a regulation five-year agreement 
with the agency calling for certain 
guarantees, one of which involves a 
minimum of 12 weeks a year at a 
major New York location. Clinton 
several weeks ago had made a book- 
ing arrangement with the new Mus- 
Art agency but cancelled it for the 
GAC deél. 

Clinton, who has been out of the 
band business, as a leader, for some 
years, debuts his new band tonight 
(Wednesday) at Charles Shribman’s 
Symphony Ballroom, Boston. There- 
after, he plays a few one-nighters 
in New England, and on Nov. 11 goes 
inte Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove, N. J., for six weeks, a 
job he booked himself, incidentally. 

Clinton’s instrumentation, inciden- 
tally, adds up to three trombones, 
one trumpet, clarinet, alto sax, four 
rhythm and vibes played by the 
leader. When he was on top, Clinton 
played trumpet and trombone. Such 
a lineup is unusual. 











Ralph Hawkes of Boosey & 
Hawkes sailed for Britain Saturday 
(18) for a three-month visit to the 
firm’s London office. 


18-Hr, Waxing Days At 
Coast RCA-Victor Studios 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

RCA-Victor’s Coast offices has 
been holding waxing sessions with 
artists 18 hours a day since James 
C. Petrillo’s ultimatum regarding 
the cessation of recording Dec. 31. 
Firm has been flooded with requests 
from its own artists to wax all that 
is humanly possible before the re- 
cording ban goes into effect. It cut 56 
sides during the first seven-day 
period following  Petrillo’s last 
statement. 

Victor, along with its artists, has 
been loaded with pleading cleffers 
who want their tunes on wax, but 
the company has turned mainly to 
new arrangements of old standards 
plus a full array of semi-classic and 
classic works. 


Diskers Wary On 
Material During 
Ban Emergency 


Disk company executives seems to 
be very choosey about the material 
they assign to talent for recording 
as a safeguard against an extended 
recording ban. 

Most of the companies dropped a 
wad of coin during the 27-month ban 
several years back, when tunes hur- 
riedly cut for the sake of having a 
stockpile were rated, on second and 
saner hearings, as not worthy the 
expense of marketing them. And 
they apparently do not intend re- 
peating that error. 

Se far, most major diskers are 
concentrating on forthcoming show 
and film scores, and the filing away 
of albums by top names, out of 
which, if necessary, individual disks 
can be taken for single release lists. 
Pops being accepted, and assigned 
are carefully checked, but publishers 
can’t work too far ahead. Some 
have planned as far as a year in 
advance, but any such blueprinting 
can be smeared by a tune some- 
where along the line which runs into 
negative public reaction. That moves 
such a schedule up a few months 
each time it happens, 

At the same time, some major 
pubs are arranging a series of stand- 
ards for submission to recording 
companies. This is being done on 
the theory that (a) the standards 
selected are ripe for revival and (2) 
if they are made and the recording 
ban does come to an early, unex- 
pected end, that disk companies will 
not have poured money inta some- 
thing they might not want to use 
after the emergency is over. Stand- 
ards are always useable. 

To this end, Chappell Music, for 
example, is stacking a group of tunes 
such as “Roses of Picardy,” “Button 
Up Your Overcoat,” “They Didn’t 
Believe Me,’ “On Miami Shore,” 
“Just a Little Love, a Little Kiss,” 
etc., alongside show and film scores, 
for disking. Dreyfus combine, of 
which Chappell is an affiliate, has 
five forthcoming show scores, it 
claims, as well as several film scores 
to worry about. They are “Look Ma, 
I’m Dancing,” “Inside USA,” “Make 
Mine Manhattan,” “Bonanza Bound” 
and the revival of “Sally.” And the 
films, “The Pirate,” “Good News” 
and “Up in Central Park,” latter now 
in production. 


Prez of Pitt AFM Local 
Arrested in Family Row 
Over His Reelection 


Pittsb'evh, Oct. 28. 

Gene Urban, 53, president of Local 
60 of the American Federation of 
Musicians, was haled before a local 
alderman last weekend to face a 
surety of the peace hearing today 
(Tuesday) on information by his 
daughter, Crystal Urban, and her 
husband, Colin R. Garry. 
Urban, a singer-pianist, charges her 
father has threatened her unless she 
drops her efforts in behalf of Hal 
Davis, his opponent for the presi- 
dency of Local 60 in the coming 
election. Urban was arrested and 
subsequently freed on bond. 

Urban’s daughter said the latest 
threat was made day before she had 
her father arrested. Miss Urban 
also claimed that her father tried to 
keep her out of the musicians union 
but that she got in anyway, over his 
objections, last winter. Urban has 
been president of Local 60 ever since 
Clair Meeder resigned several years 











Petrillo’s lieutenants. 





ago to become one of prez James C. | Boys, folk singers, 


Chi AFM Local Takes Lead In 
Setting New Rates to Pay SS., 


Jobless Taxes; Scale 





v 


Up in the Air 

When that United Airlines 
mainliner crashed in Bryce Can- 
yon, Utah, last Friday (24), it 
caused quite a stir among New 
York music publishers. A num- 
ber of pubs and record men 
were on the Coast and were due 
back by plane at the end of the 
week, and Friday evening edi- 
tions of Saturday morning 
dailies were scanned as soon as 
possible for the list of victims. 

Manie Sachs and Ted Waller- 
stein, “Columbia Record execu- 
tives; Rocco Vocco, Lou Levy, 
Mack Goldman and Bob Mellin 
were those due to fly back. They 
all returned together, planing 
from the Coast Saturday evening 
and getting to N. Y. Sunday 
morning. 


Jobless Tax Must 
Be Paid Up to Jan. 











Plas 107, 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 
Chicago local of the American 
Federation of Musicians last week 
took the lead in revising scale rates 
to make provision for the social se- 
curity and taxes 
bandleaders will be forced io pay in 
behalf of men in their employ as a 


result of the demise of the AFM’s 
Form B contract. New rate here 


unemployment 


will be the current scale plus 10% 
of the overall salary of the men 
involved. This will go to the leader 


to underwrite s.s. and state and fed- 
eral unemployment levies. 


Chicago local’s move _ followed 
much discussion by the various lo- 
cals and the national bedy of the 
AFM on procedure. And its passing 
of a new regulation, which covers 
both steady and single bookings, 


; was made before the national AFM 


office had signified any conclusions. 
It was thought that the locals would 
not act on the subject until the AFM 
itself had drawn up and distributed 
new contract blanks to replace the 
outlawed Form B. 


No N. ¥. Decision 
New York Local 802 of the AFM 


, | has not yet decided on its handling 
La h L | of the situation. Secretary Charles 
S ‘| Ca S lucci explains that discussions nad 


Government tax heads have slight- 
ly changed the picture of the social 
security and unemployment tax sit- 
uation as it applied to name band- 
leaders, following the recent de- 
mise of the American Federation of 
Musicians’ Form B contract blank. 


Two weeks ago bandleaders, who 
were given to understand that all 
such tax sums, which might have 
been paid all along by the leaders 
instead of the buyers of their bands, 
as Form B demanded, were advised 
that they would be responsible for 
tax payments for their men only 
back to July 1 last. They were told | 
they would not be asked to pay the 





| sometime 


been held on the problem, and that 
final meetings on it were to be held 
this week. He felt that 
the Chicago regulation requiring an 
extra 10% above scale to handle tax 
taps on leaders would. perhaps be a 
pattern for 802. 


Ed Hubbard Resigns 
As Chairman of Chi 
NADJ Due to Schedule 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 
Eddie Hubbard of WIND bowed 
out last week as chairman of the 





sums involved as far back as the | Chicago unit of the National Ass’n. 


statute of limitations on taxes goes,! of Disk Jockeys. 


In his letter of 


even though bandleaders were being | resignation he said he planned to 
allowed to request return of the dis- | continue his membership and that 


puted tax coin they had paid in the} his 


place of the leaders. 


Last week, however, the unem- 
ployment-tax arm of the Internal 
Revenue Bureau advised leaders that 
it expects unemployment tax returns 
to be paid up as far back as last Jan. 
1 


Unemployment taxes are paid on 
the basis of 3% of the first $3,000 in 
salary to an employee. Some 2.7% 
of it goes to state tax bureaus, the 
remaining .3% to Washington. In 
the event an individual state does 
not have an unemployment insur- 
ance, the entire 3% goes to the na- 
tional bureau. 


LOMBARDO’S $25,800 
PASSES 1946 MARK 


Guy Lombardo’s orchestra started 
right out where it left off last sea- 
son when it resumed at the Roose- 
velt hotel, N. Y., two weeks ago on 
its 17th season there. Band grossed 
$25,800 its first week, which sur- 
passed its opening week’s figure of 
the previous year, which ran to 
$23,700. In on a guarantee against 
20% of the gross, Lombards drew 
$5,600 for his end, a figure that 
few, if any, name swing bands draw 
for location work of a similar type. 

Lombardo, incidentally, may wind 
up as this year’s highest diskseller. 
For the first six months of ’47 his 
Decca records were farther in front 
in total sales than any other band 
on any other label, and though he 








e® | has tapered off a bit since, he still 
Miss | 


may be the year’s No. 1. And that’s 
after 20 years or so of ranking 
among the top sweet bands. 





Duchin Nervous 

Eddy Duchin gets married Sunday 
(2) to Maria Teresa (Chiquita) Winn. 
Ceremony takes place at Commerce 
Secretary Averell Harriman’s Arden, 
N. J., estate. 

It’s the second marriage for both. 
Duchin was formerly married to 
Marjorie Oelrichs, who died about a 
decade ago. 





and Back Porch 
inked to term 


Shirley Moore, 


quittal of the chair was 
prompted by the pressure of other 
duties which prevented him from 
doing justice to NADJ. A meeting 
to pick a new chairman has been 
set for Thursday (30). 

Other items on the agenda of last 
week's meeting included plans for 
a fund raising shindig, tentatively 
set for Feb. 11 at the Aragon. This 
affair will be the local equivalent of 
the NADJ variety show of eastern 
jocks at the Met Opera House 
Jan. 25. Show will have Tex 
Beneke orchestra, plus promised ap- 
pearances of Frank Sinatra, Milton 
Berle, Gladys Swarthout and Henny 
Youngman. 

Rush Hughes of KXOK, St. Louis, 
attended the session at the invita- 
tion of Hubbard, who had tapped 
him as the key man in formation 
of a St. Louis local. Hughes. said 
that the fraternal feeling among Chi 
jocks was unknown in his city, 
where the spinners look upon each 
other as rivals. He also said he 
had nothing to offer NADJ and con- 
sequently wouldn't join, despite fact 
that national headquarters already 
had named him as a member. 

Ray Starr of KQV, Pittsburgh, has 
called a NADJ organizational meet- 
ing there this week and Marvin 
Ellin of WCA, Baltimore, also in 
rounding up members. NADJ con- 
stitution divides the country into 
nine districts, to be recognized when 
charters are issued by national 


headquarters. 
———_ 


La Danse Must Go On 


Tokyo, Oct. 14. 

Florida Dancehall, located on the 
outskirts of Tokyo, opened its doors 
to the public last week—but the 
owner discovered his lights wouldn’t 
work despite his five million yen 
($100,000) investment. 

The power distributing company 
explained that iis power is too 
precious for “frivolous amusement.” 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
backed the company up. 

Owner refused to take the finan- 
cial licking, however. He opened his 
doors, and now GI’s and Japs dance 
in the spacious hall with only four 
electric batteries furnishing the 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 











By George Frazier 





faces—“I’ll Dance at Your Wedding,” 
“Golden Earrings,” “A Nightingale 
Can Sing the Biues,” and “There'll 


Johnny Mercer and The King Cole 
Trio’s “Harmony” and “Save the 
Bones for Henry Jones” (Capitol) 


Moore’s Diskery 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
Garry Moore, “Take It Or Leave 
It” emcee, is forming his own odd 
label disk company with an eye to 
| providing an outlet for Moore’s “pat- 


|ter platters.” One album of his stuff 
‘has already been released by Decca. 


Firm, tentatively titled Party 





are two of the pleasantest faces to| Be Some Changes Made”—are of/ pjatters. Inc, will drive to round 


conspicuously uneven quality. The 
two best are “Changes” and “Ear- 
rings,” which don’t, unfortunately, 


@ have come along in a great while. 
Judged in terms of what they set 
out to achieve—which is, presum- 





ably, fun on a rather high plane— 
they are really irreproachable. 
“Save the Bones for Henry Jones” 
(cause he don’t eat 
something pretty special. 


novelty number, then it’s a novelty wev 
which| This is a tune that has been done 


no meat) is| 
If it’s a| ance. Her treatment of “Earrings,” 


happen to be coupled. In “Changes,” 
Miss Lee is given a great back- 
ground by Frank DeVol and is thus 
spurred on to a first-rate perform- 





| however, seems to us even greater. 








number with brains. Title, : ; 
| pretty limply by some big names. 
—_— | She succeeds in making it quite 
Best Bets | aceeptable. Our own feeling is that 
Novelty — “Harmony” and this (although it may not sell nearly | 
iets > ig on; Shiney |$O many copies as certain of her 


Jones” (Johnny Mercer and the 
King Cole Trio) and “Little Bit 
This, Little Bit That” and “I’m 
the Guy Who Found the Lost 
Chord” (Jimmy Durante). 
Ballad — “Golden Earrings” 
(Peggy Lee) and “I’m the Lone- 


other faces) is far and away the best 
thing she had turned out on records. 
Accompanying band, directed by 
Dave Barbour, hits 
proper mood and Barbour’s 
guitar gypsyisms are a delight. 

Hal Derwin’s Capitol coupling of 


own 


precisely the | 


'up other patter artists for waxing. 


Ray McKinley Band 
Quits Majestic Disks 








Ray McKinley last week cancelled 
| his orchestra’s contract with Majes- 
'tic Records. Leader took advantage 
of a 30-day cancellation clause in his 
agreement the company and 
the move was made, it’s asserted, 
over his dissatisfaction with the 
label’s production and distribution 
of his disks. x 

McKinley's agreement with Ma- 


with 


Over Production Beef 





THE REVOLVING BANDSTAND 
With Les Malloy 

70 Mins; 2:10 p.m. daily; six hours, 

8:30 a.m., Sunday 
Participating 
KYA, San Francisco 

If a tune can be whistled, sung, 
or tapped to, it will find a place on 
Les Malloy’s daily disk date. Com- 
bining adroit choice of disks, with 
sporadic playing of request tunes, 
and timely guest-shots by visiting 
celebs, “The Revolving Bandstand” 
cuts a net slice of local listening 
cake for itself by keeping a weather- 
beaten ear to the ground and choos- 
ing. the type of melodies which is, 
at the moment, enjoying acceptance. 

Celebrity interviews are of the 
Andy Russell, Martha Tilton, Ed- 
win Arnold, Mae West, Stan Kenton 
pitch, and topics discussed have di- 
rect bearing on one phase or an- 
other of recording, with a minimum 
of waste wordage on puff gaffing. 
Comparative values of various re- 


| cording performers is a favorite sub- 


ject, with records played to help 
analyses along. Local chatter takes 
spotlight from time to time with 
reports on entertainment events in 
offing having news value. 


Hy » “ : jesti thi comparativel 3 B one 
somest Gal in Town” (Kay Kate and Home Is Where the een g Phat 7 om cnea — . pd Malloy’s stint is devoid of alleged 
Starr). Heart Is” provide unpretentious | S20! time to Binz: eee? f hi “comedy” and wet-behind-the-ear 
—“There’l B Ss dance music . . . So, for that matter tain amount of production 0 IS | wisecracking. Presentation is pleas- 
eo aeanegyl ae eagle : egy ’s “Sippi i >! disks. Failing to reach that pre- = d 
Changes Made” (Peggy Lee) do Larry Green’s “Sipping Cider by | '5*: ailing ant and content informative an 
he > : y ” ee” bed output, the company waS| easy on the nerves. Voice is mel- 
Hillbilly—“Near You” (Oscar |the Zuyder Zee” and “The Old | S°) ‘for rete : 
Ferris Wheel” (Victor) In re- | liable to make up the difference in | low and authoritative. Performance 
and Lenzo). ag Ba in order to|is consistent in spite of length of 


Hot—“Nagasaki” and “Gonna 


viewing Arthur Godfrey’s “Too Fat 
Polka” (Columbia) a few weeks ago, 


actual cash. However, 


secure payment of the cash-in-lieu- 





Gaily offering. Malloy’s 14 years. of 


fu ‘‘e* \- aily offer 3 

icin) ced ar i wih we dismissed it with a line or two of-production-and-sales, McKinley a sear OP 

Shuffle” (Jessie Price) of praise. Having listened to it sev-| 8d to give notice. In this cas®:| RUDOLPH RINGWALL PRESENTS 
er Sins: Cad) Waite eral times since then, we feel more | however, the notice he tendered With Dr. Rudolph Ringwall 

Wheel” (Larry Green) and | strongly about it. If Columbia gets | ™©@"5 the severance of the deal. 30 Mins.; 7:30 p.m. Thursday 

“Kate” (Hal Derwin). behind it, you may be wishing they WJW, Cleveland Society for Savings 
“Harmony” — Johnny Mercer hadn’t. It’s the sort of thing that It doesn’t seem proper to call the 

and the King Cole Trio, (Capi- | £2” be awfully big on the coin MINDY CARSON SET associate director of the Cleveland 

tol) boxes. Symphony Orchestra, a disk jockey. 





= 





gives every indication it could be- 
come a ubiquitous catch-phrase, is in- 
spired. And even more notable is the 
rest of the lyric. This is no “Bloop 
Bleep” that will die of its own im- 
poverished invention, nor, for that 
matter, is it any “Open the Door, 
Richard,” which, beyond its title, 
offered nothing contagious. Rather, 
it is a work of the imagination which 
employs a scalpel instead of a hack 
saw to get its point across. It is a 
prodigiously amusing—and extreme- 
ly catchy—song about a man who 
prefers to eschew, rather than chew, 
meat. It’s abundant good humor. It 














Jessie Price does some superlative 
blues singing in “Nagasaki” and 
“Jump It With a Shuffle” (Capitol), 
but Jo Stafford just doesn’t sound 
very convincing in “The Gentleman 
Is a Dgpe” on the same label. . , ‘ 





WITH MUSICRAFT 


Mindy Carson, virtually an un- 
known a year ago but who was 
picked up by Paul Whiteman and 
worked with him on his ABC net 
shows, has been signed by Musicraft 


Yet, in his 30 minutes of recordings 
Dr. Ringwall can stack his ability 
to spin the platters with any of the 
hep boys making with jive talk. 
Ringwall’s forte, however, is with 
the semi-classical and light classics. 
And an excellent job he does., His 
brief introductions to the pieces to 


Records. Deal-is a three-year op-|be played are concise and entertain- 
4 poet Mie prexy of Mills: Mutte, ee cer ill do three disk: sessi Sal has’ intwednost tee. Mahane 
ue back Friday (31) on the Queen eee o three GISK SeSSIONS | wlassics in Pop Concerts. His ex- 


Elizabeth from a brief 0.0. of the 
firm’s new London branch. 


(12 tunes) for Musicraft before the 





application of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians ban Jan. 1, 





perience and technique is excellently 
transposed to the disks. 


On a recent show, for example, 











Disk Jockey Reviews 











10 Best Sellers on Coim-Machines 


seems unlikely that anyone will 
render it better than Mercer and . > { Francis Craig ..cceseseeees: Bullet 
the Cole group. NEAR YOU (7) (Supreme)............... SadesbinnSinnses72ubb00% # cou Gingee. 500s. .cdeea, Wietor 
“Harmony,” in which Cole takes 2. I WISH I DIDN’T LOVE YOU (2) (Paramount) { Betty Hutton ........ee008: Capitol 
peer ee tes ‘**** ) Vaughn Monroe ............Victor 
3. YOU DO (8) (BVC) .... § Dinah Shore .......6++- Columbia 
Suggested Program (8) (BVO) -.seeeeeece ccc ee ec neee cents rweeeenenen eens ) Margaret Whiting .--+.--..Capitol 
“Near You”—Francis Craig 4. WHEN { Perry. Como. i.icisccessceee Victor 
(Bullet). YOU WERE SWEET 16 (15) (Shapiro-B)................ ) Mills a RC REE ee. “Oot 
Seer You”—Lonzo and Oscar 5. I WONDER WHO'S KISSING HER NOW (7) (Marks)......... ee Perry Como ......+.0000++-Victor 
“l’ve Got a Feeling I’m Fall- C.GRVELARATION (2) (Morris): ooo. oui cee lic cetdsceclas _, s Louis Prima ........+.++++.Victor 
ing”—Earl Hines (Signature). ) Jack Smith .....++4.++++-.Capitol 
“Too Fat Polka—Arthur God- 7. LADY FROM 29 PALMS (8) (Martin)............. { Freddy Martin ....1...+e+. Victor 
frey (Columbia). ceeeerecesecceeees l Andrews Sisters ........+..-Decca 
“Billie’s Blues’—Billie Holi- 8. THAT’S MY DESIR § Frankie Laine ........+...Mercury 
gy npr coagen ih aos E (27) (Mills)..... piléuha ds bdanben ssseereee) Sammy Kaye..----... Rites. Victor 
“Way down Yonder in New , ; : ; 
Orleans”—Bix and Tram (Co- ® PEG 0’ MY HEART (21) (Robbins)............ te ge: eich ehh a 2. Poet ease aiShduavn one 
lumbia). ; pcdsccvees veeed 
“The Wildest Gal in Town”— 10. I HAVE BUT ONE HEART (8) (Barton) ...................... § Vic Damone ........+. eee Mercury 
Billy Eckstine UFrank Sinatra ...........Colwmbia 
Program No. 2 Coming Up 
“Save the Bones for Henry BALLERINA {Vaughn M e Victo 
Jones”—Johnny Mercer and the (FeMerwon) ve eeeesseeeeeeseeeeeeseceeecereneernnerees | Floater Bieeting, Ye tet e M-G-M 
King Cole Trio (Capitol). KATE > (T A Och Stagg Pans . 
ee ean’ Was od thee (ge ney TAB oe Rea i agp sll ses Bolen eagle Bh Ao ce Ene hai He std 
Moon”—Tommy Dorsey (Vic- i ddy OWOTA ...cceceeees Majestic 
' tor), I i a ma: ‘fase CrOSDY......2s+0000-, Decca 
“There'll Be Some Changes “se**" {Dinah Shore..... »+++. Columbia 
Made”—Peggy Lee (Capitol). SUGAR BLUES (Williams) .................. EECA LSAT CTR Sap oe Johnny MerCer.....ccisee- Capitol 
“ ‘ 2 
“The Whiffenpoof Song” — APPLE BLOSSOM WEDDING (Shapiro-B) . § Buddy Clark ..... se+ee+, Columbia 
Bing Crosby (Decca). We rca Rte ee a ce Pane USammy Kaye ........65. .... Victor 
Paap: Lawdy Mama”—Louis HOW SOON (Supreme) .......... £5 ixstek eae cee « Jack Owens Tower 
rms rong (Decca ), SERENADE OF H CoO He eo ere seseessesese®e dvecee sé £4 been vee 
“Pistol Packin’ Mama”—Al THE BELLS (Morris) eet s <bean oe eae 0a TR eek e Sammy Kaye att Ads te dae fy 1 ecard Victor 
Dexter (Columbia). LAZY COUNTRYSIDE (Santly-Joy) ........0.0.0000- cc cccuuee § Dinah Shore...........+. Columbia 
————————— ‘"** | Margaret Whiting.......... Capitol 
to the nickelodeon, is a fine thing, sephibenneterfetnspalapedih ate ellthb eee ae Se SELON OR Pee ade Howes. einud M = 
too, and it will probably be on al- WHIFFENPOOF seine yt gr htige rina ss aayrted 
whet es: many jokes ss “Henry Ebb hCG sc eks co acy Cir eeeakdicbeanden a oer Preeery wer y Decca 
Jones.” NAUGHTY ANGELINE (Simon) ................. § Dick Haymes ...........+64: Decca 
Ta age Me ne “UL APE LURE occ cece cen e oe 
Wax Facts BLACK AND BLUE (Mills) ........ eer De ck Frankie Laine............ Mercury 
Jimmy Durante’s “Little Bit This, a nety ra GRAB IT POR: SC eiadess caus deb cdoer aL 2c dos vhe re & SEY eee eet Capitol 
Little Bit That” and “I’m the Guy IE ss ns Sed ae hg dls bob can chk Miia. FIQTIRONICRE 0%. occ: Vitacoustie 
Who Found the Lost Chord” bring I MI F . : 
Soha 6 Wk Aer Si eek ae SE NINN 133... :ctinniats iocd. acces. Gaon Ss wet 4 he SOR gs soc 
represent Durante at the height of CUMANA (Martin) ...... “gg Tear ions ye ore 
his form and juke operators who apa a i POET T See Citespe cht byes eo Freddy Martin... ......0.¢ ..- Victor 
pass them up should have their FELLOW NEEDS A GIRL (Williamson) ...................... ..., J Perry Como...........+4+. Victor 
heads examined... Benny Good- ‘" | Frank Sinatra........... Columbia 
man’s best faces in ages are “Naga- |} DON’T YOU LOVE ME ANYMORE (Oxford).. \ Freddy Martin............. Victor 
saki” and “Gonna Get a Girl” ge eee eR th ete ee ee ) Buddy Clarke........... Coiumbia 
(Capitol). Played by the sextet (the AND MI : 
personnels differ on each side) they | nes sali: sila aaa gaia cate IRS pene? by Pao ge Nena te are aa 
are unusual. “Gonna Get a Girl,” a SAVE THE BONES (Capitol) . M aye aie dent bi 
i i ete Teena RES g0n.000Ns Fhe ser hanbeniheene ss ercer-King Cole......... Capitol 


buffalodeons. ... 


Peggy Lee’s four latest Capitol ¢¢eeeees OO O4ees tt ee eee e tt b6666644Fos $6666666666666666666666666666664666664- 


{Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.] 
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ate 


Ringwall honored the 100th anni of 
Mendelssohn’s death by spinning 
“Wedding March,” “Scottish Sym- 
phony,” “War March of the Priests” 
and “Italian Symphony Finale.” 

His introductions to the pieces 
were superb and he used a clever 
gimmick to throw the show into the 
closing announcement, pointing out 
that endelssohn’s father was — 
banker. The show being sponsore 
by a Cleveland bank, Society for 
Savings. In keeping with the tempo 
of the program the commercials are 
short, simple and at a pleasant, easy- 
to-take pitch. ~ 


“All in all 30 minutes of good 
listening. Mark, 
MALCOLM RICHARDS SHOW 


4 hours, 6 a.m., Mon. thru Sat. 
Participating 
WCPO, Cincinnati 

A disciple of Arthur Godfrey, for 
whom he could double in voice, Mal- 
colm Richards has become in- 
creasingly solid with early morning 
dialers since inaugurating his four- 
hour stint on this 250-watter a year 
ago. 

His platter spinning is of tunes 
requested in mailings from listeners, 
without individual identities, and no 
= or pans about the selections. 

ersonal observations are reserved 
for the day’s weather and general 
topics, 

A young man from the South, 
where he left his Dixie accent, Rich- 
ards eases the commercials in pain- 
less fashion. Snatches of whistling 
and singing escape him now and 
then and there are numerous dead 
spots, building for nonchalance. A 
regular part of his routine is t 
make and drink coffee while on the 
job in the control room. 

Among his sponsors are quarters 


hour buyers and local meat spot 
takers. 
Brief intermissions for Richards 


come hourly when the 
cuts in for brief casts. 


newsroom 
Koll, 


ny 


“DISK DATES” 
With Frank Friederick 
30 Mins.; 9:30 a.m., Monday thre 
Friday 
Sustaining 
WTAM, Cleveland 
_WTAM pushes its way into the 
city’s parade of disk jockeys with 
Frank Friederick in a_ half-hour 
stanza beamed directly at the house- 
wife and morning femme audience. 
Besides the usual spinning of 
platters, Friederick strives to give 
his audiance bits of feature news 
from the morning wire. He selects 
several of the “cutest” and angles 
them for his audience. As another 
twist from the usual, he reads a 
poem written exclusively for the 
show by Lucy Lapp, station switch- 
board operator. Verse is good and 
Friederick does a nice job of tying 
in background music with reading. 
Sometimes, however, show bes 
comes a question of whether there 
will be more spot commercials or 
music, but on the mornings on 
which music, poetry and feature tid 
bits prevail, the stanza is easy-to 
take Mark. 


‘Disk Jock Vaude Unit? 


‘Chicago, Oct. 28. 

Rush Hughes, KXOK, St. Louis 
disk jockey, had confabs here last 
week with Frankie Laine and 
Frances Wayne, regarding the possi- 
bility of forming a package road 
show. Platter pilot’s idea is to enlist 
a group of recording artists for 
theatre tours. 

Hughes hopes to use Sam Dono- 
hue’s orchestra for deal. 


Musicians-AFM 


Continued from page 43 

more than 500 men doing the same 
sort of work, But there the majority 
of earnings comes from radio per- 
formances for the reason pointed out 
above: Chicago’s musicians are & 
negligible factor in the picture since 
neither radio nor recording of any 
kind is on a comparable scale with 
either N. Y, or Hollywood. 

In so far as name band musicians 
are concerned, the picture: is dim- 
mer. Men included in the very top 
bands, it’s claimed, don’t earn much 
more than $1,000 annually from re- 
cording and transcription work with 
their bosses, over and above regular 
dance work salaries. Those men 
working weekly radio shows with 
their leaders (Vaughn Monroe, for 
example, who has the Camel pro- 
gram) draw more annually, but at 
the moment they are few. There 
are only a few organized name 
bands with radio commercials. 

As for the recording ban’s effect 
on leaders, there are only between 
65 and 70 maestroes who have disk 
contracts calling for royaity deals 
on sales. Of this number, a much 
smaller amount actually sell enough 














disks to secure royalty statements 
over and above their guarantees. 
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* YOU GUESSED IT........ 








This is the album that did it! Merry 
Christmes, a collection of favorite 
Christmas songs. Among them is 
White Christmas, which as @ singie, 
hes already broken all industry seies 
records. Congratulations, Bing ! 
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Heavy Run of P.A. Cancellations 


Seen to Hustle New Recordings 





Booking agencies expect that the ¢ 
next two months, prior to the effect Sues Pubs, Artists, Disk 
of the recording ban set as of Jan. | 
1 by the American Federation of 


Musicians, will include a heavy run 
of booking cancellations. 
Name talent will in 


stances require time to prepare new} Katz has brought suit in 


many do during normal times, they 
will cancel bookings to get them in 


Palmer and Teddy Powell 


tours and not available to studios 
Singers and bands on location, or consent 

even in theatres for a fair length of Action injunction and 
time in New York, Chicago or Holly- | counting of profits derived by 


seeks 


wood, won't find cancellations nec- | defendants from the alleged infringe- 


essary in most instances. i} ment. 


Charging infringement of her un- 
published copyrighted tune, “Wake 
many in-|Up My Heart,” songwriter Hilda 
N. x: 
tunes for recording and to do the| federal court against Radio Corp. of 
actual cutting and, rather than per- | America, Wood Music Co., Shapiro- 
form these chores on the run, as/| Bernstein, Little Jack Little, Jack 
Plaintiff 
claims the defendants infringed upon 

Main reason for the cancellations | her composition aiter April 1, 1944, 
is that the talent would be on road | by recording, publishing and licens- 
ing the use of her song without her 














A GREAT SONG ... 
- BECOMING | 
THROUGH THE YEARS - 
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GUY LOMBARDO and - 


THE ANDREWS SISTERS 
(Decca) 


PERRY COMO 
(Victor) 
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SAMMY KAYE 
(Victor) 
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JOHNNY LONG 


(Signature) 


JOHNNY MERCER 


and THE PIED PIPERS 
(Capitol) 
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Jack Kapp West 


Jack Kapp, Decca prez, 
New York for the Coast Monday 
(3). He’ll be west about three weeks 
on business. 

All major companies with Coast 
branches are doing considerable re- 
cording in that area, as well as 


Cos for Infringement | ©°** indie firms. Decca, however, 


is doing fewer sides than the others. 


See Bigtime Habit 
As Snag to Petrillo 


There are those who_ believe that 
if it is the aim of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians to completely 
revert the musical position of the 





|entertainment world to use of local 


bands in radio stations, theatres, etc., 
that the union is in for a jolt. It’s 
felt that the widespread use of re- 
cording, transcriptions and the pip- 
ing of network shows into local radio 
outlets, which Petrillo would also 
like to stop, all have established a 
standard of performance by bands, 
singers, etc., that would* be difficult 
to brush aside in favor of lower 
local standards. 

It’s the idea of many that if Pe- 
trillo were to force disk jockeys off 
the air and was able to inject house 
bands of local musicians into the 
vacated air | 
would not accept the comparatively 
inferior performances This is 
firmly believed by some, but at the 
same time there are scoffers on this 
theory who are of the opinion that 
the general public cannot determine 
between good and bad. 


There are also other opinions to 
the effect that the musicians who 
make the higher standard disks and 
transcriptions would return to their 
own haunts to take up radio jobs, 
etc., rather than remain in metropol- 
itan centers to earn their coin. 
Added to this is the feeling that if 
small towns and medium city jobs 
were created for musicians that more 
good men capable of high perform- 
ance standards would be developed. 


Spitalny Lights 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 28. 

Jimmy Spitalny has decided that 
maybe following in the family’s 
footsteps is the best thing for him 
after all so he’s back in town re- 
organizing his dance band. Son of 
Maurice Spitalny, local radio maes- 
tro, and nephew of Phil Spitalny, he 
dropped the baton several months 
ago to try his luck on the Coast as 
a nitery single. 

When that didn’t pan out too 
well, young Spitalny came back east 
and joined Stevens Music Company 
in New York as a contact man. Took 
him only a short time to discover 


that wasn’t what he wanted either, 
so he’s home once more and getting 
as many of his old musicians as he 
can back together again. 
Understood he'll go into Ankara 
as soon as Raymond Scott orchestra 








leaves 


time, that the public | 





Chi Music School Head 


Rudolph Ganz, ,conductor and 
prexy of the Chicago Musical Col- 
lege, has filed charges in Chi cir- 
cuit court accusing Thomas Hart 
Fisher, 
school, 
Ford, of conspiring to take over the 
college, 
stituting his name and his secre- 
tary’s for those of college’s real di- 
rectors in corporate reports. 

Suit asks 
school’s and endowment funds and 





winds up there. Spitalny was at the 


and was a big hit there. 


Ankara before going to Hollywood !|from representing himself as a di- 
rector of the institution. : 


——— 


 RRARR ARR Tee 


Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience 
Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over Radio 
Networks, Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John G, 
Peatman, Director. 

Survey Week of October 17-23, 1947 


A Fellow Needs a Girl—*“Allegro”...... 


ceeceeeseeess Williamson 
Ain’tcha Ever Comin’ Back..... 


0.06 0bsousectee dddce ss enetra 


BET SES chee eareeceucs 606066 00006000 050 bibs beens 
Puts 2. Serene Py ROee 9 bad tease text ts .++e«- Bourne 
Almost Like Being In Love—*“Brigadoon”,........ te 
—And Mimi .:......... ete ms cA ibd s 6805: d00.. 0a .+.. Shapiro-B 
CUPISIIRD  FOTORMUING i visines 665 60 OO 66 ak a eke eeds .. Leeds 
ECEWMEEEUOOEE kG 0c a bickaceca cc eed SG oe ek 6k Hasire .+.. Morris 


Come To the Mardi Gras ....... 


Southern 
Don’t You Love Me Anymore.. 


. Oxford 


Feudin’ And Fightin’ ,......... .... Chappell 
I ND re ls eee aabe so <t0s8 3 10056 6085 Mellin 
Se Eee SORE. . chs vle-dn cabanas se ae .».- Mille 

E Peeve Be CRs TOOTS. .okdsosicccs <tc NS ee .. Barton 

I Wish I Didn’t Love You So—?‘“Perils Pauline” Paramount 
I Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now ............++e+-+. Marks 
Just An Old Love Of Mine see C-P 

Kate ; a Rae Be Berlin 
Ry PPO SP POMS cc cccccenccecdbesees ; Martin 
ee dd 5 shes pihe bon bodes tne gue Ree Berlin 
Naughty Angeline Simon 
Near You .. KER Rabe) oo eta Oe ++-ee.. Supreme 
NY SE De ee a a Lied pe ee ewe owe wi Leeds 

Peg O’ My Heart ....... .. Robbins 
ee ees EIN evs oc ced ees eo We's .. Williamson 
Stanley Steamer .......... eiae € 04 TERE PTET TS 
That’s My Desire ..... , Keema aes . : .... Mills 
When You Were Sweet Sixteen . . Shapiro-B 
Whiffenpoof Song pavekaavubaec'st ,.. Miller 

You Do—t“Mother Wore Tights” ..........ee0005:. . BVC 


The remaining 23 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted 
Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over 
Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John 
G. Peatman, Director 








A Girl That I Remember..........:.0: ise ee ood of BMI 
An Apple Blossom Wedding ........... a .»++.e. Shapiro-B 
Ballerina » ol) hack RI) SWE 0 oO Cae eaie ches 6 o 0 cop OREO DON 
Best Things In Life Are Free...,.. . «eee. Crawford 
Comsememar DAmmitee .. . s.6dk ch alee codec ano’ ne eka aes Harris 
Fun And Fancy Free—j“Fun And Fancy Free”.,...,..Santly-Joy 
Meise GE SCOEOPAGO , cc ciecveecset ; .++s+. London 
Home Is Where the Heart Is..... i be ..e.e+e. Advanced 
Se ICE RET BOMEWEIN 655 06% es pbs ec chk bei ces boevees Remick 
ee Bete te MAU og cde codec cvs iWaidy ste varews Oe cee Shapiro-B 
RG oS Cee es chek as beCae se eke On dd i 6.abe .. Witmark 
aa eer 2 ae Coed Bee sb :c0s ps veccsvcdes eee weye 
Papa You Dance With Me—*“High Button Shoes”.... Morris 
Pit yourself In My Piact, BADY <i. . cies va ccccvetcccns Burke-VH 
Sipping Cider By the Zuyder Zee.........c.es0-esve0e Bioom 
meaty Of BOrrente :. .cs ins: ths s oe AW ebss rhe cht +e-ee- Pemora 
EN Fn ere ae PR A a Py ee Famous 
There'll Be Some Changes Made...... cae ube ane .... Marks 
a088 Things Money Can't Buy. ....iseccotscnees ..-- Robbins 
MOG BEOEVGMIME BOP: WOTKS .occcccccccebcvcelicrens: Harms 
NG OS GPR Pk oe rs ee ee .-..+e Miller 
What Are You Doing New Year's Eve...... Famous 
Why Should I Cry Over You...... Feist 

7+Filmusical, *Legit Musical. 

444444 


Sister Rosetta Tharpe is still with 
# v: Decca Records. She was reported 
Accuses 2 of Conspiracy several weeks back as having moved 


Chicago, Oct. 28, to RCA-Victor. 
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SMOKE! 
SMOKE! 
SMOKE! 


(That Cigarette) 


former attorney for the 
and his secretary, Betty 


Suit accuses Fisher of sub- 


accounting of the 
AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 
9109 Sunset Bivd., Garet Romero 

Hollywood 46, Cal. 55 W. 42 St., N.¥.C. 


injunction restraining Fisher 
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Words by T 
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SHAPIRO. BERNSTEIN & CO. INC 


Our publication “CASEY JONES” 
is not.a version, but is the orig!- 


nal copyrighted song, original 


in words and original in music and it has been 


ome (-Yafol-to Mla MoM Olalti-Yo Ml ielt-\Ma-tol-1ce] Mm Croll a 
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LAWRENCE SEIBERT 


Music by EDDIE NEWTON 


Music Publishers 
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Band Reviews 


JAZZ AT THE PHILHARMONIC 

Norman Granz, m.c., with Coleman 
Hawkins, Bill Harris, Flip Phillips, 
Hank Jones, Ray Brown, Howard 
McGee, J. C. Heard and Helen 
Humes. 


Orchestra Hall, Chicago 


| bandstand is situated now, it occu- 
pies a position to the right of the | Clarke and they’re a treat. 


| move is a great improvement. 
: rahe .._ | one thing it allows a band to sound 

“Jazz at the Philharmonic’ session | hetter since there’s almost the entire | 
here (14) left many in well-filled | length of the room in front for the 


entrance, and that simply replaces 
the first level. A second tier runs | 
up and around, behind the stand. | 
Looking at it from every angle bo 
or | 


Orchestra Hall wondering how cas-| sound to spread out. 


ual can a jazz concert get. Cole- | 
offstage twice during his set and 
failed to appear for the ensemble 
Norman Granz dashed after 


i she knows well. 


and 


singer stayed on with him, though 
this arrangement is only for two 
weeks. Results are happy. Miss 
Hutton is a solid performer and 
she’s singing at her best with a band 
She also duets with 
Clarke 
sings in a smooth tenor voice. Marc, 





JIMMY JOY ORCH (12) 
With Ellen White 


| Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas City 


Jimmy -doy is a vet in this area 
has an established following. 
This time he's out with a compara- 
tively new band, however, ‘which 


However, there’s one drawback | was put together in Chi last spring. 
man Hawkins, with top billing, sidled | to the arrangement. Speaker, which} Crew had a swing through the mid- 


set above and slightly | 
forward of the bandstand ‘and, for | 
a change, it’s an unusually good | 


closer. 

jeparting soloists to bring them | system) and it pushes the og weber 
back for encores. but each time it outward. People behind that spea = 
was no soap and he returned look- | 0" both sides ol the pig a oo 
ing like a man put down. Entire behind it get. only a mumbie 0 


affair was marked by scant regard 
for showmanship. 


sound. It should be rearranged, | 
which should prove a problem, for | 
if the speakers were moved to the | 


‘handles vocals by Monroe and his | central states, and now is making 
| femmes, is 


some of Joy’s regular stands in the 
mid-west. 

A distinctive reed man 
Joy's music pretty much follows the 
reed lead idea with five sax-clarinets 
heading the instrumentation, Band 
is rounded out with four brass, piano, 
string bass and drums. This co- 
incides with the pattern Joy has set 
over the past 10 years here, and the 


Fiip Phillips, as in other recent| pack wall behind the bandstand | music put out by the new assem- 
sessions, is the standout, tending tO | there would be a feedback on the | blage is of a solid beat tinged with 
overshadow Hawkins. Latter isnt)/ mikes, sweet nature that patrons have come 


at his best in a be-bop set, although 


Be that as it may, Monroe’s com- 


his Seay blends well with oe | bination isn’t much different than | 
mcGees Celt trumers. Ray —pogcdong | when last reviewed. It smartly~per- | 
bass, and Hank Jones, P : whew: | forms under almost a business man's | 
displayed nimble craftsmanship | bounce beat for dinner, and blows | 


throughout. J. C. Heard overdid the 
drumming at several points, pound- 
ing out what amounted to a con- 
tinuous solo upfront on his side of 
the stage. Bill Harris worked with 
clinical perfection. 


Helen Humes’ winsome styling paid 
oft in encores. Her choice of shghtly 
purple material might pose a prob- 
lem in musical integrity as related | 
to this group. Her pop interlude in 
an otherwise non-commercial ses- 


out, albeit a bit too loudly, for sup- 
per patrons. But Monroe is still the 
coverup for all that goes on behind 
him. His vocals sell like hotcakes | 
and the arrangements worked out to | 
combine the Moon Maids with. his | 
work are like money in the bank. | 


} That they are is attested to by the | 
| biz being done at the Commodore, | 


with most N. Y. rooms off. Last 


| week, the band played to over 1,100 | 
| covers Friday and Saturday (10-11), | 


sion got the top hand. | which is great biz at any time. : 
“Er : ” > out Moriroe has a new girl soloist, 
tow ee Madeline Russell. She’s excellent. 


a; a synthetic finale, 
heavy on stick waving and the 
other musicians in a hurry to kiss off 
the evening as one of those things. 
Audience nevertheless was enthusi- 
astic from the first to last note. So 
much so that the applause smothered 
some of the better passages. 


A warm, well controlled voice, good | 
phrasing and clear diction make her | 
stand out. Wood. 


BUDDY CLABKE ORCH (11) | 


With Norma Hutton 


to expect of him. 
While the forte of the band is 
sweet with beat, Joy’s large library 


| is plentifully equipped to now. and 


then touch the novelty side. Such 
as the leader’s trick of tooting two 
clarinets at the same time, or his 
warbling a novelty tune—more than 
likely an old standard. These come 
in for major attention in this stand 
where the memory tunes are al- 
ways welcome. 

On vocals Ellen White is featured. 
She’s a K.C. gal and is getting extra 
notice in this hometown stand. She 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 





* Jean Sabion at Waldorf, Ice Show at New Yorker, 


3 Chicago 
Ray Heatherton (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach, 700; $1.50-$2.50 min.), 
Off a bit, but still hefty 4,200. 


Jose Melis (College Inn, Sherman, 700; $2-$3.50 min.). Several thousand 





himself, | 


works out quite often, mostly on the | 
sweeter tunes, and rates a good hand | 


for her moderate soprago range. 
Earl Henry and Jimmy Morgan, of 
the orchestra, are in for frequent 
vocals, Henry on ballads and. Mor- 
gan on novelty tunes. Most of the 
arrangements for the crew are 


off. Poor 3,000. 

Ray Morton (Mayfair Room, Blackstone; 300; $3.50 min.-$1 cover), Peter 
Lind Hayes and Mary Healy pulling best grosses spot has seen in years. 
Sock 2,754. 

Orrin Tucker (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 650; $3.50 min.-$1 cover) 
vention and football crowds total up to fancy 4,100 

Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer; 550; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). Pleas. 
ing 3,500. 


Con- 


Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1.50-$2). 
Jan Garber (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


. (Chicago) 
Marty Gould (Chez Paree; 550: $3.50 min.). 
brisk at 4,800. 


Good 2,600 tabs. 
Strong 2,500 covers, 


Mitzi Green & Jackie Miles 


Sherman Hayes (Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 min.). Week-end grosses up. 
Trim 3,300. 

Buddy Moreno (Aragon; $1-$1.25 adm.). Lush 17,500 for final week. 
Eddy Howard Monday (27). 

Leighton Noble (Trianon; $1-$1.25.adm.). Noble did well in his first 


stand in the midwest; sliek 16,000 for first week. Trianon holds 25th anni- 
versary fete Nov. 11 for six days, bringing in two bands (Tex Beneke one- 
nighter on the 16th). 

Buddy Shaw (Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.). 
side; very light 2,700. 


Biz falling by the way- 





Weeks Fase’ cnet! 
Band ae Played Week On Duaie 
Nat Brandwynne®, Waldorf (400; $2) .....cscssceesees. 3 2200 7995 
Johnny Long......Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 1 1,475 1,475 
Ray McKinley*...New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 5 1,250 8,425 
Johnny Pineapple.Lexington (300; $1-$1.50).......+6.+. 50 900 46,225 
Guy Lombardo... .Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)............ 2 2,400 16,150. 
Vaughn Monroe...Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)......... 3 2,150 7,900 


penned by Ray Thomas, trombonist. 
Quin. 


Bandleaders on Boats 


satisfactory 5,400 admishes. 





Alvino Rey (Meadowbrook, B, Culver City, 3d. wk.). 


(Los Angeles) 
Harry Owens (Aragon, B, Ocean Park, 4th wk.). 


Wound stand with 


Ended stay with 


| El Moroece, Montreal weak 1,800 stub-buyers. Lion i 
x | . 9 f. > 5. 4 l H als r > 'e@-Ww 
Baxt. From the swank Normandie Roof : ticket. y one ampton in. this frame on five-week 
VAUGHN MONROE ORCH (20) | of the Mount Royal ry wore Be Get 2d Best Coin (Capt. Harry James (Palladium,'B, Mollywood, 3d wk.).” Hovered around 13,000 
With Madeline Russell, Moon became a victim o e pooxking admishes, good enough. 


Maids (4) 
Commodore Hotel, New York 


Coincident with the reopening of | 
its Century Room with Vaughn 
Monroe (his 12th run at the spot), | 


the Commodore hotel made a great Royal run, Keeping the same excel-| 7 y focal 802 of the American | 
improvement in the physical setup | lent musical arrangements he has | 


rivalry of Mae Johnson, former 
Music Corp. of America contact for | 


that hotel, but now in biz for her- | 
self, and MCA, Buddy Clarke has, 
gone over to this new nightclub! 


within two days of ending his Mount | 





of the spot. It shifted the bandstand, | been featuring, Clake’s group gives | 


wihch had been badly placed at the | out the same danceable and versatile | its 
middle of the long, narrow room, to | 
one end. This is where it had been | 


| 


years ago. 


Century Room is tiered. As the 
a 

















TRULY A STANDARD ! 


TRUE 


By WALTER G. SAMUELS 
and LEONARD WHITCUP 





SANTLY-JOY, INC. 
1619 Broadway, New York 
TOMMY VALANDO, Gen. Pro. Mer. 





rhythms. 
Clarke has slightty changed his 
combination, based on four saxes, 


three trumpets and three rhythm, | 
wee | plus himself on violin and/or vocals. 


His four saxes can break into one 
violin, one flute and two clarinets 
for color while the three eg 07 
can add two more violins. ith 
this very adept combo, Clarke plays 
Montreal’s -best dance music and 
provides experienced backing for 
the twice nightly shows. 


Clarke’s music has fine quality; 
its sound is unusually full for 11 
pieces and he constantly varies 
tempo, to the satisfaction of every 
type of dancer. Over a year ago, 
Clarke was featuring with his band, 
then at the Normandie Roof, vocalist 
Norma Hutton. He released her so 
she could lead a band of her own at 
the El Morocco, where Clarke is 
now. When he moved in here, dis- 





placing Miss. Hutton’s band, the 








MeCONKEY MUSIC CORPORATION 


is proud to announce 
the appointment of 


Miss Hattie Althoff 


as General Manager 





Is Tops); Ask ‘Pay Cut ETF 


Steamship Lines, which 
conducts coastwise ocean trips out | 
of New York, recently appealed to 


Eastern 


Hollywood, October 28. 


Restored After 26 Mos. | 


Ed Fishman’s AFM Permit | end...Bert Reisfeld set to pen title 


song for Columbia’s “Song of Idaho.” 


.June Allyson, Peter Lawford, 
Joan McCracken and Pat Marshall 


; ef! Ed Fishman had his American | are waxing a “Good News” album 
Federation of Musicians to reduce | Federation of Musicians booking | for M-G-M label...Dr. Edward 
recently established scale for’ franchise restored last weex after | Kilenys set to ink musical sag ~ttlr od 
ship-musicians. Appeal was based Alson Productions The Tender 


being blackballed by the union for 


on the line's clai he 3c 
es Claim that the scale, at the past 26. months. 


so far.as its boats were 

concerned, made the leader of ship- (R., Pa.) 
| board musicians the second highest- | ally for Fishman by calling James 
| paid man aboard. Only the captain |¢. Petrille’s Wisconsin home and 


| . 
| got more coin—and he was respon- |eliciting a promise of full restora- 
tion that would permit Fishman’s 


| sible for a $3,000,000 ship, its cargo 
| and passengers whereas the band-| going business with AFM musicians 
| again, 


‘leader was responsible for only five 
Fishman and AFM’s Local 47 had 


| hours of music a day. 

Local 802’s new scale for ship | : , ; 
jobs is so attractive that many mu- | ee ai ered ae Sere 
sicians are fighting to get into the peree oe. enenety: camesd the 
Said ieit alt ‘wank ‘twee: leaders franchise to be revoked, but the 


: international body still refused to 
<8 pen be ae Ker bling 're-license Fishman until Kearns’ in- 
ddemih. Urine. fo & tet 2 6 day |e was aroused during hearings 
\eiud dleniide hectalanbdations: room | held here. Fishman will be back in 
|included. Before the war, scales puaenens for himself or with on 
F vaahed secording to trip, weekly ‘or | agency affiliation within the month. 
| monthly basis. For sidemen, it was | 
| $3 a day, plus lower-class accommo- | 
| dations. Some leaders drew only $90 | 
| @ month. 


| All ship scales, incidentaily, are 
| now governed by the local which has 
| jurisdiction over a ship’s home port. 
Formerly, they were uniform. 


| least in Rep. 


Kearns interceded person- 








- Music Notes 


Mickey Rooney organizing musi- 
cal combo consisting of Jimmy Cook, 
sax, Herb Jeffries handling vocals 
and Rooney on the ivories...Dick 
Bradley, Tower Records chief, will 
open offices here shortly, aiming ulti- 
mately at Coast headquarters... 
Dave Bernie joined Famous as West 
coast rep...Andre Previn pacted by 


Thornton Named To 
RCA-Victor and is in the midst of 


Hypo London Co. in US. an eight sided album for firm... Bill 


London, Records, label recently |Coty new Coast rep for Beverly 
established in the U. S. by the Eng- | Music... Starlighters pacted for Co- 
lish Decca company, intends spread- | lumbia’s musical “Song of Idaho.”... 
ing its activity in this country as} Frankie Laine set for Nov. 5 open- 
widely as possible, Last week it | ing at Paramount. San Francisco... 





Carroll | 


named J. Gerdon Thornton as sales | Sidney Miller and Inez James ink- | 


Years,” starring Joe E. Brown. 
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Everyone Is Waiting to Hear 


WHAT ARE 
— YOU DOING 
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of their New York office and 


Mr. Larry Funk 


in charge of the band 
and cocktail department 


McCONKEY MUSIC CORPORATION 
853 7th Avenue, New York 19 


CO. 5-7720 











oromotion head; a post he held with 
the American Decca 
outfit, which formerly was affiliated 
with the British organization, 
London Records will distribute in 


| this country recordings of melodies aah , 
| made by English. disk artists. plus | Ciro Ss, Mexico City, at November’s ' 
English 


material recorded with 
musicians by Tuttie Camarata, U. S. 
arranger and writer. They will be 
pressed in England by Decca, Ltd.. 


and are slated to sell in the U. S. 
for 85c. 
Among London's initial releases, 


in this country, due Nov. 15, is, in- 


_cidentally, a disking by Beryl Davis 


now with RCA-Victor. She’s Fe-"-+ 
and has been here about a year. 
Others incluced in the 

release include Gracie Fields, Anee 
Shelton, Denny Dennis, wica 

ot the background music conduct: 

vy Camareta. Tunes are a mixture oi 


English hits and U. S. current pops 
i 


and standards. 


distributing | nor, 


ing eight originals for Donald O’Con- 
Olga San Juan, U-I starrer, 
“Are You With It?”...Dave Frank- 
| lin opening Amusement Music pub | 
company featuring comedy songs | 
and material...Gina Janss set for | 
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~ On the Upbeat 


New York 


Phil Brito’s Musicraft Recording of 
“Ave Maria,” entirely in Italian .. 
Johnny Blowers holding a jazz 
musician nights at his new club at 
Astoria, L. IL... . Randy Brooks into 
Paramount theatre, Nov. 5 or 12 with 
King Cole Trio. .. . Vaughn Monroe 
added new ‘vocalist, Madeline Rus- 
sell, to his band at Commodore hotel 
.. . William Horne, classical tenor, 
signed by Keynote Records. .. . 
Beverly Music will publish all tunes 
from Dick Haymes’ independently- 
produced films. . Sammy Kaye 
into New Yorker hotel Monday (27) 
‘ Harry Reser, former leader of 
Clicquot Club Eskimos, of early 
radio, signed by Apollo Records as 


head of novelty disk division... 
Ciaude Hopkins’ new quartet and 
Rena collins signed by Rainbow 
Gisks. . Eddy Howard set up own 
musie publishing company, called 
Lake Shore Music. Chappell 


Music took “Say Something Nice 
About Me” from Sammy Stept. 


Chicago 

Al Jarvis, Hollywood disk jockey, 
here on first lap of vaeation....Al 
Johns, now at Stork Club, Council 
Bluffs, closes into Baker hotel, Dal- 
las, Dec. 1 Ray Anthony on col- 
lege date series including Miami 
U., Oxford, Ohio, Nov. 15....Sonny 
Dunham also in college territory; 
at Carleton, Northview, Minn., Dec. 
13....Jimmy McPartland back into 
the Brass Rail after a month’s lay- 
off due to illness....Bob’ Thiele and 
Ray Bloch, brass hats for Signature 
records, in for week-end, enrcute to 
Coast for recording session with 
Connie Haines....Ed (Jack, the 
Bellboy) McKenzie in from Detroit 
....Nellie Lutcher makes her first 
midwest appearance at the Regal 
theatre, week of Dec. 5, with Dizzy 
Gillespie orchestra....Leo Diamond 
here for disk cutting date at Vita- 
coustic....Ros Metzger, Ruthrauff & 
Ryan v.p., penned “When You're 
Far From Home,” being introduced 
by Frankie Carle:....Dave LeWin- 








That Certain Party 
K’s a Lonesome 
Old Town 


I Never Knew 
Oh How | Miss 
You Tonight 
That Old Gang 
of Mine 
_ Yearning 
BOURNE, INC. 








ter, at Pump Room, signed by 
Standard Radio Transcriptions.... 
Buddy Robbins, son of Jack Rob- 
bins, here conferring with Erwin 
Barg....Dick Bradley of Tower Rec- 
ords to Hollywood for organization 
purposes....Jack Carroll, recent 
Vitacoustic signee, waxing four sides 
....Joe Callan, head of the one- 
night department at Frederick 
Brothers, resigned last week. and is 
enroute to California. No replace- 
ment set....Freddie Nagel into 
Chase hotel, St. Louis, Dee. 12-31, 
when he will be joined by Skitch 
Henderson as a double New Year's 
Eve lure....Gay Claridge returns to 
LaMartinique, Chi., Jan. 1 for second 
time in four months ...Ray Robbins 


into the Peabody, Memphis, New 
Year’s Eve....After closing Palmer 
House, Dec. 24, Griff Williams sked- 


ded for midwest one-night tour 

Art Tatum’s orch into the Club De- 
tour, outlying Chi nitery... Leigh- 
ton Noble into the Hotel Schroe- 


Dec. 23....Jack Fina into Casa 
Loma Ballroom, St. Louis, Dec. 3-18 

...Sherman Hayes bows Christmas 
Eve at -Muehlebach hotel, Kansas 
City....Buddy Moreno irked into 
Claridge, Memphis, Nov. 21, followed 
by two weeks at Southern Hills ho- 
tel, Tulsa, Dec. 20. 


Pittsburgh 

Three Loose Nuts replace Johnny 
Kaye trio at Oasis’ Tropical Bar on 
Monday (3) ... Lawrence Welk re- 
turns to Bill Green’s, Nov. 7, follow- 
ing Tommy Carlyn band... Nuff 
Rey Quartet into the Hollywood 
Show Bar for a run... Dizzy Gil- 


for one-night stand ... Raymond 
Scott- opened indefinite stay at An- 
kara Monday (27). It’s a return en- 
gagement ... Pianist Joe Lescak 
still ailing, so Harry Walton con- 
tinues to pinch-hit with Billy Cati- 
zone’s orchestra at Terrace Room 
.. « Walter Gable band had its op- 
tion picked up at Bachelors Club... 
Teenie Trent switched back from 
Mercur Music Bar to Carnival 
Lounge as piano soloist. 





Hollywood 


Woody Herman has secured re- 
lease from Jan. 1 week booking at 
| Million Dollar theatre, L. A., so he 
jean cinch date at Palladium Ball- 
iroom here, starting Feb. 10. Maury 
| Cohen, Palladium op, demands that 
'names playing for him do not play 

within 60 miles for 60 days prior to 


setting up at Palladium....Lyle 
Thayer, local rep of Mus-Art, on 
|prowl] through Pacific Northwest. 


{MCA hawking Les Brown for one- 
|niters hereabouts, asking $1,000 per 
jagainst usual 60%....Barbara Nel- 
|son, femme sax, formerly featured 
;by Boyd Raeburn, broke in as leader 
;of 15-piece crew, otherwise all- 
|male, at Glendale auditorium Sat. 
| (25). Benfy Carter arranging for 
| outfit....Mission Beach, San Diego 
ballroom, now housing a walkathdn 
for eight weeks. City laws prohibit 
billing of word, “walkathon,” so 
event is being plugged as “speed 
derby” ... . Sterling Young into 
Aragon for a week... . Hal Pru- 
den starts stand at Flamingo, Las 
Vegas, Nov. 6....Tex Beneke inked 








799 Seventh Ave. for Uniyersal-International short, to 

Mew York be lensed just before band_blares 

, into Palladium Dec. 23....Gerald 
tienimenieesamtiaaaedl ae oes 














der, Dec. 2, with Russ Morgan set | 


lespie into Savoy Ballroom Nov. 7 | 


Wilson’s sepia combo set for week 
of Nov. 18 at Million Dollar... .Stan 
Kenton last week started cutting 
new jazz album, “Prologue Suite,” 
for Capitol, in between one-niters 
in this territory....Peggy Lee, who 
entered hosp last week for kidney. 
ailment checkup, told by medicos to 
lay off for a month. 


Kansas City 


Dorothy Hacker in third week on 
organing at Putsch’s 210 in the 
Plaza; Henry O'Neill, local lad, is 
completing five months at the piano 
in the same spot...Jeanie Leitt back 
at Stubb’s after trip to New York 
iand stint on the “Big Break” radio 
|show...Phil Levant orchestra closed 
| out a short stand at the Pla-Mor last 
| week.. Spike Jones’ troupe brought 
| in as the send-off attraction at the 
annual American Royal Ball in the 
Muny Auditorium last week. ..Jerry 
Biesen new Hammondist in 
Tropics...Dee Peterson orchestra 
continues long run at Southern Man- 
| sion 








| derived, 


the | 


Tommy Juneau orchestra into | 


ithe Penguin Room of the Continental | 


| hotel; Arlene Lund has, taken over 
the solovox in the Omar Room .. 
Don Tiff and Jimmy Campbell band 


| at Scotty's. 


PARIS PUBS BOOST ALL 





Paris, Oct. 14. 
Price of sheet music here, after 
|}a music publishers’ meeting, was 


Tupped from 10 to 15 francs (16c) 
for small size, and. from 30 to 40 
francs (35c) for piano accompani- 
ment. 


It’s pointed out that though cost 
of living has multiplied by about 
| 15 times the price of music had only 
|} gene up about five. times. 

Best sellers here are Charles 
Trenet’s “La Mer,” Vandair and 
Henri Betti’s “Regiment des Man- 
dolines,” Jaeques Palute and Loui- 
guy’s “La danseuse est creole.” Also 
doing well. Guy Lafargue’s “Petit 
Cousin” and Edith Piaf’s “La vie en 
| rose.” 
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Inside Orchestras—Musi 
Igor Stravinsky's move in adapting an excerpt from his “Firebird Suite” 
to a pop tune which Leeds Music is publishing as “Summer Moon” was 
motivated for the purpose of increasing his income via the jukebox and 
other modern media. But his sudden switch from the realm of serious 


musie brought Leeds a wealth of publicity in top sheets of the nation’s 
press—rare, indeed, for music stories. 


Stravinsky's yarn hit the front page of the N. Y. Times Thursday (23), ° 


The same afternoon the N. Y. Sun placed the piece on page one while 
Sunday’s (26) N. Y. Herald Tribune carried it on the first page of its 
second section. This week there are stories scheduled for Life, Time, 
Newsweek and Pathfinder. Original release also was widely printed in 
key city dailies through the country. 

As an indication of what publicity can do for a song, Leeds has had 
calis from many of the ad agencies, and signs even point to some 
plugs from one of the big symphony orchestras. Most shows plan to pro- 
gram “Summer Moon” together with “Firebird Suite, from which it was 
Leeds’ publicist Arnold Shaw handled the ballyhoo. 


There seems to be quite a disagreement over the expected resignation 
from Frankie Carle's orchestra of vocalist Marjorie Hughes, his daughter. 
Several weeks agé, Variery was advised by Carle’s handlers that the 
singer, who’s married to Hugh Backenstoe, pianist understudy to Carle, 
was quitting the band to return to the family home in California to 
await the birth of her first child. Now Carle and his handlers can’t 
understand the item. It’s flatly denied that Miss Hughes is leaving for 
any reason. : 





Idea of suggesting recordings for performance on disk jockey shows, 
which Varizry began doing some time ago as part of George Frazier’s 
disk reviews, may or may not be the source, but at least one press 
agent in New York is incorporating the thought in press releases for his 
clients. Milton Karle, who handles the plugging for most or all of the 
artists managed by Carlos Gastel, is getting out weekly releases to which 
are added “suggested records” for disk shows. Releases go to almost 
every disk jock in the country and, of course, cover only those artists 
with whom Karle is concerned. 





With Mickey Mangano rejoining band last week, Iommy Dorsey now 
finds himself with s@€me crewmen, with exception of three rhythmen, 
that he had last year when he disbanded in mid-winter. Clarinetist Buddy 
Di Franco and tenor sax Boomie Richmond jumped back into old chairs 
just before Mangano reappeartd. After breaking up in N. Y., Dorsey 
re-formed in Hollywood in May for summer-long stand at his Casino 
Gardens. He started with new faces, but gradually the vets drifted back 
One by one, gravitated probably by the solid skein of dates Dorsey had 
lined up (he’s booked into February). 





San Antonio seemingly has become the guitar-strumming center of the 
nation. At least that is the consensus of dealers here, who have been 
supplying an unprecedented demand for the instrument from the youth 
of the city, especially on the Spanish speaking west side. 

It is estimated by one dealer that there are 550 boys from seven to 17 
years of age in the western section twanging strings. Since the first of 


' the year he has sold 216 guitars. 
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A SMASH HIT‘! 
(See Page 35) 








Philly Grid Star Signs 
To Cut Vocal Disks 


Philadelphia, Oct. 28. 


:the Philadelphia Eagles, has em- 
barked on a career as a crooner. 
Grid star has signed up with Tune- 
Disc Records, a local platter outfit, 
to make a series of platters. Guy is 


are interested in signing him after 
the grid season is finished. 





Torme Into Sherman, Chi 
Hollywood, Oct. 28. 


cago, starting Nov. 21. 

Singer will get flat $1.500 per 
stanza, figure he currently is get- 
ting at Broadway showcase. 





Guy Lembarde is passing up the 
International speed boat regatta 








scheduled to be held Nov. 8-9 at 
Guadalajara, Mexico. 





A — — - 


| Bosh Pritchard, star halfback of : 


a southerner and with an okay bari- | 
tone voice. A couple of local niteries” 


Mel Torme, current at the Para- | 
mount, N. Y., has been signed for | 
four weeks at Sherman hotel, Chi- 






































MUSIC PUBLISHERS HOLDING CORPORATION 


announces the appointment of 


JACK McCOY 


as 
Director of Standard Exploitation 
for the firms of 
M. Witmark & Sons — Harms, Inc. 
Remick Music Corp. — Advanced Music Corp. 
New Worid Music Corp. 


RCA BLDG.—ROCKEFELLER CENTER 
NEW YORK 20, N. Y. 
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‘You Won't Lose With 
Me,’ Kenton Tells Ops 
And Really Means It 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Stan Kenton has been delighting 
one-nite promoters along the Coast, 
where he is winding up a skein of 
95 dates by telling ops that “no 
promoter will lose money with me” 
and offering to reimburse, at least 
partially, dance-tossers for any coin 
losses incurred on his dates. 

Upstate, where he played several 
towns for promoter Al Bamford, re- 
portedly Kenton lost promoter some 
slight coin in one spot and imme- 
diately told Bamford if he did not 
recoup loss on following night, Ken- 
ton would dig it out of his own 
pocket. Bamford got even without a 
donation, 
Kenton had 


Last week worst date 


of tour, a shot for Marty Landau 
in San Bernardino, which <rew 
fewer than 1,000 customers at $1.25 


net admish. He made Landau same 
promise, and also made up the 
promoter’s loss when he jumped to 
Long Beach and packed the muny 
aud for Landau. 


Undoubtedly, Kenton is most pop- 
ular of all name batoneers with 
Coast promoters, who gave him his 
first start in the band biz. For a 
big outfit he has been asking rather 
small guarantees, $1,500 in most in- 
stances, occasionally $1,750. 


Kenton’s 5G Concert 


Pasadena, Oct. 28. 

Stan Kenton band grossed $5,300 
at a jazz concert here last week pro- 
moted by KFWB disk jockey Gene 
Norman. At top of $3.60, one-niter 
was a near-seliout. 

Booked at $1,500 guarantee against 
50% cut of proceeds over $3,000, 
Kenton emerged with about $3,000 
on the date. 


Schall, Prima Part 


Max Schall, personal manager of 
Louis Prima, quits the band business 
as of Saturday (1), when his agree- 
ment with Prima expires. He’s go- 
ing into a tailoring business with a 
tailor who’s been making his clothes 





for the past couple years. He’s now | 


on the prowl for space to set up shpp 
in New York. 

Schall has been with Prima for a 
year. Before that he was Manager of 
Charlie Spivak, Claude Thornhill 
and, years ago, of Buddy Rogers. For 
. while he was in music publishing, 
00. 














If it’s True 


Mills Bros. (Decca 25284) 
Johnny Desmond- Page Cavanaugh Trio 
(Victor 20-2312) 
Cootie Williams (Majestic 1165) 
Art Mooney (M.G.M. 10092) 


Tonight You 
Belong to Me 


Leo Diamond’s Harmonica Hit 
(Vitacoustic 11B) 


e 
Biz __k and Blue 
Frankic Laine (Mercury No. 1026) 
MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 
1619 Broadway New York 19 
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COL. H’WOOD PLANT TO 
START PRESSING JAN. 1! 


| 

| . 
Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

| Columbia Records’ new plant here, 
| which has been under construction 
for almost a year, is slated to begin 
pressing on, of all times, Jan, 1, 
when the American Federation of 


members is to Exact 


production 


take effect. 
capacity of the 


g plant is undisclosed, 


When the building 
Columbia 
tives will have offices in the plant, 
and living quarters for visiting execs 
are provided for in the new struc- 
ture, 


is completed, 





Oatune Brothers Cancel 


Dates on Father’s Illness 
Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Three oatune bandleaders, Bob, 
Luke and Johnny Lee Wills, have 
sidetracked their combos temporarily 
and late last week hurtled to bed- 
side of very ill father in Tulsa, Okla. 
| Bob Wills will rejoin his orchestra 
here by Friday (31), he hopes, when 
crew starts three-day stand at Ara- 
gon ballroom, Ocean Park. This is 
| first time, incidentally, that that site 
| has booked a cactus-chanting crew. 
Luke Wills’ outfit has been ensconced 
|in a local western dancehall. Johnny 
Lee Wills constantly plays Texas- 
Oklahoma territory. 





Pitt’s Femme Disk Jock 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 28. 

Pittsburgh’s first femme _ disk 
jockey is 20-year-old Betty ‘Lou Pur- 
vis, daughter of Maestro Jack Pur- 
vis She’s been taken on by the 
town’s newest station, WPGH, which 
finally took to the air a week ago 
after several delays. 


Gal gat her jockeying experience 
in Oil City, Pa., where she also did 
some radio continuity writing earlier 
this year. She spins platters on 
| WPGH every week-day 3:30 to 4:30. 





Latin Anierican Music Society, 
Inc., was chartered as a non-profit 
membership corporation in New 
York last week. 














Musicians ban against disking by its | 


new | 


Hollywood branch execu- | 


| Caceres to Ciro’s 


San Antonio, Oct. 28. 
Emilio Caceres, local violinist and 
a member of the WOAT staff band, 
has signed a contract to open at 
Ciro’s, Hollywood, Nov. 25 fronting 
|his own band. According to Caceres 
\the band will be composed mainly of 
| Los Angeles musicians with a few 


KAYE TO ADD CHORUS, 
ACTS FOR CONCERTS 


Sammy Kaye has come up with a 
|new idea in bookings for his band. 
| He intends to work a couple of 
| weeks of concerts early next spring 
{on the theory that there are many 


| listeners of his “So You Want to 

| local men. Mike Hettler, a local | Lead a Band” and “Sunday Sere- 
| ews will be vocalist. nade” air shows who don’t go to 
i; wet on ae dances or to theatres. He figures 


Indie Diskeries Mulling 
South of Border Trek 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Independent record companies in 
this locality plan to fly south of 
the border for recording sessions if 
| the need should arise. Some of the 
;}indies are already in possession of 
Mexican studios due to their pro- 
duction for Mexican population here. 
Others are busy lining up record- 
ing space of any description. 

In the meantime, disk firms are 
invading every available recording 
Studio in an effort to pile up mas- 
ters for anywhere from six months 
to five years. 

Coast and Variety record labels 
have been caught shorter than the 
majority of indies. Variety label 
|has only 12 un-released masters, four 








|of which have already been pressed 


To Beat Petrillo Ban 


on adding a vocal chorus and acts 


to the entertainment already in- 
cluded in his outfit. 

Dates will be set up beginning 
learly in March, immediately fol- 
lowing his Capitol theatre, New 


York, run. Thereafter, he will head 
into the southwest, playing theatres 
and one-nighters, a territory his 


band has never before worked. 


AFM Local Head Sues 


Hotel Over Fire Injuries 


Mt. Vernon, O., Oct. 28. 

Arthur E. Streng of Columbus, 
president of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians local there, last 
week (16) filed suit in Knox County 
Common Pleas Court against the 
Packard Hotel Co., seeking $20,369 
for personal injuries and loss of be- 
longings in a July 17, 1946, fire at the 
Hotel Curtis. 

Suit is the first damage claim to 
reach court as result of the fire, 





and are ready to go. Firm hopes | which injured 11 persons, routed 61 
to get 24 new masters in backlog | guests and partially destroyed the 
| within the next two months. Bgth building. 
|companies will go into Mexico ff 

;necessary for Latin tunes’ and 

|American pop ditties. by Mexican So § ;o Se | d 
artists. Coast is currently worried ng uit tt e 


as its talent is on p. a.’s. 
Some Way Ahead 

Bill McCall’s Four Star label is 
over a year ahead with some 300 
masters’ while Aladdin’s backlog is 
clairned is extensive enough to cover 
between four and five years. Alad- 
din records spiritual groups without 
instruments which may be waxed 
and released ai anytime. 

Exclusive and Modern diskeries 
both have two years of masters 
stashed away. Modern will make 
use of every available hour to cut 
its seven leading artists and will 
also go back over old discarded mas- 
ters to see what can be salvaged. 

United Artist comany, which has 
11 disk labels under its belt now, 





LAWRENCE 
"TWO-TON" BAKER—Mercury 
THE HAPPY GANG—Victor 
TOMMY TUCKER—Lang-Worth 





| PMA LONELY LITTLE PETUNIA 


(IN AN ONION PATCH) 


RYTVOC, INC., 1585 B’way, New York 19 


The House of “CHOO CHOO CH‘BOOGIE” Fame 


WELK—Decca 
TOMMY TUCKER—Columbia 
HARMONAIRES—Embassy 
LAWRENCE WELK-—Standard 





is waxing at top speed and expects 
and a half coverage. John Clein, 


will slice in Mexico if need be. Com- 
pany has studios there already. 


bag of tricks. 


will 
and union musicians under aliases. 











|to have enough masters for a year 


United Artist head, stated that they 


Some indie companies stated that 
when they can no longer hold their 
breath, they will delve into a full 
Aside from waxing in 
Mexico and other foreign spots, they 
use the non-union musicians 


ownership of a tune, “Just in Case 
You Change Your Mind,” have been 
discontinued according to papers 
filed in N. Y. Federal court last 
week. 

Action was brought by Herman 
Lubinsky and the Savoy Music Co. 
against Leeds Music. Lubinsky 
claimed the writers of the song had 
assigned him publishing rights in 
1945 and later made & deal with 
Leeds. 


Suit and countersuit involving the | 


| Irving Fields Asks 
Apology of Pluggers 
For ‘False’ Accusation 


Irving Fields, whose band at the 
Crest Room, New York, was last 
week marked “unfair” and out of 
bounds to members of the Music 
Publishers Contact Employees union, 
has objected sharply to the organi- 
zation’s action. In a letter to the 
MPCE by his attorney; Fields de- 
| manded that the union “publicly re- 
| tract and apologize” for a charge of 
| “unethical practices” filed 





against 


him by MPCE members. He asserts 
that the charges against him are 
“‘without basis in fact” and that they 
form a “libelous accusation.” 

Fields deemed it unfair of the 
MPCE to put its mark upon hin 
without first giving him an oppor- 
tunity to defend himself. MPCE’s 


was handed out upon testimony 
its members, and Fields was not 
asked to give his side of the story. 
He feels that whatever charges were 
| made against him were not sufficient 
| to justify the MPCE’s action. 
Meanwhile, the MPCE, which had 
| previously banned members’ attend- 
ance at Herman Shubert’s Pelham 
|} Heath Inn, in suburban N. Y., on 
| similar counts, is planning other 
moves. It has been temporarily de- 
ferred, however, due to the eye op- 
eration performed last week in N. Y. 
on prez Bob Miller. He’s now ‘okay, 
incidentally. 


rap 
of 


A.K. Diskers’ Social Org 
Vinton, Va., Oct. 28. 

A new organization, with a show 
flavor but on an entirely 
without 
is now in the mak- 
ing here—the Assn. of Pioneer Re- 
cording Artists and Record Collec- 


business 


social basis and any com- 


} 
| 
| mercial angle, 


tors. 

Idea for the group sprouted re- 
cently with Johg Bieling, former 
Victor and Edison singer. Sponsors 


say they want to get in touch with 
as many pioneer recording artists as 
| possible, meaning those who were 
| making records before electrical re- 
cording was introduced in 1925, and 
invite them to take part in the one 
|or two-day get-to-gether which will 
| be held in September, 1948. 
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BUNNY BERRIGAN—Victor 


RAY BLOCK—Signature 








LES BROWN—Columbia 


RAY BLOCK—World 
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MARVIN FISHER ANNOUNCES THE REVIVAL OF THE ALL-TIME GREAT SONG 


ARDANELLA 


With Top RECORDINGS by TOP ARTISTS 


HERB FIELDS—Victor 
JACK FINA—Mercury 
MORTON GOULD—Columbia 


RAY BLOCK—Muzok 
BEN SELVIN—Muzak 


FRED FISHER MUSIC CO., Inc., 1619 Broadway, 


MILT HERTH 


TRANSCRIPTIONS 


LENNY HERMAN 


THE HARMONICATS—Universal 


KORN KOBBLERS—M-G-M 


GUY LOMBARDO—World 


TRIO—Decca 
THREE 


—Lang-Worth 
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BORRAH MINEVITCH—Decca 
VAUGHN MON®OE—Victor 


SUNS—Victor 


ALVINO REY—Capitol 
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Nat'l Tavern Assn. Sets Up Fund To 


Combat ‘Drys at 


Atlantic City, Oct. 28. 


Alarmed at the many local option 
contests which 
out of business, members of the Na- 


vention session here last Friday (24) 
voted for a special fund to be used 
to combat dry organizations through- 


tional Tavern Assn. at its final con- | 
; 
| 


AC. Annual Confab 





are forcing taverns | Hub Censors Crack Down 


On Martha Raye’s Act 
Boston, Oct. 28. 
Death of Martha Raye’s mother in 


Hollywood last week interrupted a 


out the U. S. | censorship free-for-all in the Hub’s 
Another resolution voted by rep- Latin Quarter. Star’s routine had 

resentatives from 26 states called on 
been oo-ed by the Boston Licensing 


Congress to assign “proper authori- 


ties” to make a continuous check on 
stined for 
that 


proper destination 


rains and other foods de 
markets to see 
their 


convention 


mh 7 


they 
The 


voluntary 


reign 
reach 
supported the 
food saving program and the Citizens 
Food committe 

In earlier sessions they heard from 
Vice-Admiral F. E. M. Whiting, of 
New York City, president of the Li- 
censed Beverage Industries, Inc., de- 
clare that while the 60-day shutdown 
of production in distilleries, which 
started Saturday, would cause some 
disruption in the industry, it would 
create no hardships for the people. 

Whiting said there was enough 
whiskey on hand to carry over this 
period. At the same time James J 
Donovan, of Norwood, O., the Assn’s. | 
president, advised cafe owners not to | 
get panicky over the shutdown and 
warned them against “over buying” | 
of whiskey. 

Donovan declared that while there 
would be no liquor shortage if the 
shutdown lasts only 60 days or six 
months. “There is a stark feeling that 
this may be just the beginning and 
where it may lead no one can say,” 
he stated. 

Whiting warned the tavernmen 
they must help eliminate the causes 
of adverse opinion toward the alco- 
holic beverage industry in order to} 
stave off further prohibition gains. | 





Cole Trio’s 5G at N.Y. Par | 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
King Cole Trio has been booked 
for a stand at the N. Y. Paramount, 
starting Nov. 12 at a flat $5,000 per | 
stanza. Booking is for three weeks, 
with option for two additional. 
If option isn’t plucked by the Par, 
combo will open at the Latin Quar- 

ter, Cincinnati nitery, on Dec. 5. 


COMEDY PATTER 


All Branches ef Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 
"The Show Biz Gag File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 ea. 

(22 for $18.00) 


10 PARODIES for $5.00 


“How to Be an Emcee” 
$3.00 Including 2 
Send for list of material, parodies, 


comedy songs, minstrel bits—black- 
outs, skits, ete. 


NO C€.0.D's 




















| ing 


found not acceptable 


Board } aq 10 


Board and 
Membe! of the 
rev ist nl 
appeared at the Quarter in 


song 


her to material, omit 


and had 


person to see to if their recommen- 
dations were enforced when st: re- | 
ceived word of her mother's pass! 
She finished the show and plane 
out with her husband. 

The Latin Quarter, however, is 


still in the doghouse, with operators 
ordered to appear before the board 
and explain why Miss Raye was al- 
lowed to blue material in her 
act. 


use 


SARDI’S, HOLLYWOOD, 
WILL DROP SHOWS 


Hollywood, Oct. 28 

Sardi’s Hollywood boulevard eat- 
ery. will turn nitery late in Novem- 

e! 

New policy will dispense with 
late night disk 
have been originating from there for 
the past three months. Night spot 
will open with Harold Stern’s 
Martha Davis, pianist-singer 
Lillian Randolph. 


Heidt Tees New Air Idea 
With Date at L.A. Vauder 


Hollywood, Oct. 28 
Heidt will break in his 
new airshow idea, starts for 
Phillip Morris in December, with a 


jockey shows which 


band, 
and 


Horace 
which 


filmer, 


rather mum about his radio 


show. but it will revolve around his 


|newly formed orchestra and ama- 
iteurss and will be broadcast weekly 
|from theatres, tour of which Music 
iCorp. of America now is setting, 
leastward across Texas. 
| On the break-in here, no broad- 
| 
' 


centage deal, reportedly 50-50 from 
first dollar. 





Bandwagon Music Publishers, Inc. 
chartered in New York, with a 
capital stock of 100 shares, no par 
value. Directors: George Bell, Clin- 














200 Ww. yoy tg +g 19 ton M. Bell and Sigmund Milau, New 
York. 
Z CE TOLL. ¢ 





Jackie Gleason Tops New 
Bill Due at Riviera, N.J. 


Jackie Gleason has been set for the 
Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., to open to- 
|morrow (Thurs.). Booking calls for 
itwo weeks and options. Others on 
the new bill will be Larry Marvin 
and Patricia & Capella. 





| 


i 


| for 
| shortly. 
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The Riviera, usually a summer op- 
‘eration, is being kept open by Bill 
Miller, as long as business-holds up. 
It's claimed that with the current 


| wave of warm weather, business has | 


been unusually big over the week- 
|ends, which is sufficient to carry the 
nut for the rest of the week. 


Anti-Shelveyites Now 
Want AGVA Conv. Held 
In N.Y. Near 4A Scrutiny 


s under way to hold 
the forthcoming convention of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
in New York instead of Chicago or 
Cincinnati as _ presently 
plated by the AGVA administration. 


movement 


The plea for change of locale will 
be made at the next Associated Ac- 
tors & Artistes of America meeting, 
date of which hasn't been set yet. 

It will be pointed out that outside 


of New York and Los Angeles, 
there’s no appreciable opposition to 


the present administration headed 
by Matt Shelvey. In Chicago, where 
convention originally planned 
to be held, town is completely dom- 
inated by Shelvey as is evidenced 
by the fact that there are only seven 
nominations for the available 
convention 


Was 


seven 
delegate posts. 


Sophie Tucker’s $14,000 


| . ment and packing the joint with his | 
From Book Sales to Charity stylized south-of-the-border rhythms. | 


Hollywood, Oct, 28. 

charitable organiza- 
tions have been presented with 
$14,435 by Sophie Tucker in the 
seven weeks of her night club ap- 
pearances in Hollywood, and checks 
$2,000 more will be mailed 
Gifts are the result of sales 


Total of 55 


hie }of her book t itery cus Ss. 
week's stand at Million Dollar vaud- y - ook to nitery customers 


Nov. 25. Bandleader is keep- | 


Organizations which have _ bene- 
fited from her local engagement in- 


clude United Jewish Appeal, Motion 
|Picture Division, $1,000; Saratoga 
|\Springs Cure and Convalescent | 


|Home, $1,000; John Tracy Founda- 


tion, $1,000; B’nai B'rith 

Beverly Hills, $1,000; Lou 
| Jr., Foundation, $1,000; Duarte Sani- 
|tarium, $1,000: Home for Incurables. 
Brooklyn, $1,000; Wilshire Juniors of 


Lodge of 


cast will be made, as engagement | yt, Sinai Home, $500; Jewish Theo- 
will wind before either debut. Heidt | logical Seminary, Hartford, $500: | 


will play Million Dollar on a per-| Congregation .Ezrath Israel, N. Y., | 


| $500. 

Sisters of Monastery, $100; St. 
Joan of Arc Church, $100; Parish of 
St. James. Las Vegas, $50; Wednes- 
day Guild, $50; National Amputa- 
tion Chapter, N. Y., $100; National 
Council to Combat Blindness, $100; 
Solomon Research Medical Founda- 
tion, Chicago, $50; American Jewish 
Congress, $200; B'nai B’rith, Amos 
Chapter, Boston, $50; Guardians 
Home for the Aged, Beverly Hills, 
$100; Las Vegas Firemen’s Benefit 
| Association $100. 
| Hollywood Chapter Military Order 
|of Purple Heart, $100; Temple Israel 
jof L. A. $250; Disabled American 
| Veterans, L. A., $100; St. John Hos- 
pital Foundation, Santa Monica, $100; 
Women’s Division National Jewish 





| Welfare, L. A., $200; Western Jewish | 


| Institute, $190; Asthmatic Children’s 
| Auxiliary, L. A., $100; West Dallas 
| Social Center, $50; Friends of Ha- 
bonim, L. A., $100; Convalescent 
|Home for Crippled Children, Chino, 
| $100; Sephardic Sisterhood Temple 
| Tifreth Israel, L. A., $100; N. Y. Eye 
}and Ear Infirmary, $265; L. A. Veter- 
| ans Digest, $20; St. Vincent de Paul 
| Society, L. A., $200. 

| Industrial Center Home for Aged, 
|L. A., $200; Junior Auxiliary Jewish 
|Home for Aged, $500; Spastic Chil- 
'dren’s Foundation, L. A., $200; Vista 
|} del Mar Child Care of L. A., $100; 
|L. A. Chapter National Home of 
| Jewish Children, $100; Malvinia Weil 
|Children Service Guild 
| $100; Queen of Angels Hospital, $100; 
| Social Service Auxiliary, U, S. Ma- 
|rine Hospital, N. Y. C., $100; Valley 


| Youth Assistance League, $100; St. 
Augustine’s Church, Oakland, Cal., 
$100. 

Social Service Center, Phoenix. 


| $100; Community Settlement Ass’n., 
| Riverside, $100; L. A. Ladies Aux. 
|No. 66 Jewish War Veterans, $100; 
Montefiore Home, Sydney, Australia, 
$200; Women’s League for Eddie 


Cantor Camp, $200; League for 
Crippled Children, $100; Odessa 
Terein, $100; Tulchiner Relief, 





$100. 


contem- | 


Costello | 


of L. A,,} 


Brooklyn, $50; Chonim Dal er 


Cafe Soe. Uptown, N. Y. 
Jimmy Savo, Abbey Albert's and 
Gao Gurgel’s Orchs; $3.50 minimum. 





This is a repeat date for Jimmy 
Savo at Cafe Society Uptown, and 
he’ll be back again. The _ little 
comic, lone act on this bill, still can 
‘draw ’em in, and when he gets a mob 





em. 


Savo’s recent misfortune, wherein 
he was forced to undergo amputa- 
ition ofa leg, has had considerable 
publicity, and the general tendericy, 
perhaps, may be to see him 
j}out of curiosity. But the curiosity’s 
| eclipsed the first moment he’s out on 
ithe floor It’s entertainment that 
Savo is selling, and it’s 


ment alone that socks the mob. 

| There isn’t much new in Savo's 
routine, but then again it seems 
there’s hardly any necessity for new 
material. Inevitably there will be 
shouts for him to do his broad ver- 
sions of “Road to Mandalay,” “River, 
Stay Away,” or “One Meat Ball.” 
i These, of course, are still Savo's 


sock standards. 

The little comic knows pacing and 
| all the little bits of business that go 
| to achieve intimacy between audi- 
jence and performer. Only the 
| exigencies of time limit his stay on 
this floor. 


Abbey Albert’s orch plays well for | 


Savo, and Gao Gurgel’s rhumba out- 
| fit has a neat rhythm for the dancers 


Kahn, 
| Click, Philly 
Philadelphia, Oct. 22. 

| Xavier Cugat Orch (20) with 


Aladdin; Charlie Mohacey Unit (6); 
; no cover or min.,; dinners, $2.50 up 


| Cugie’s a click at the Click. 
| That’s the word at Frank Palum- 
|bo’s huge boite at where Xavier 


Cugat is playing a return 


The piace has been specially redec- 
orated with Cugatiana—caricatures; 
| banners; maraccas on the tables and 
| other gimmicks. 

Cugat is featuring an unbroken 
diet of rhumba samba music and the 
customers love it. Missing is his 
usual femme voealist-feature. Most 
of the chirping is done by Aladdin, 
who. does an okay job. Theres one 
femme in the band, a youngster 
named Norma; but Cugat keeps her 
“buried” in back of the band. Mov- 
ling her down front would add a 
| little s.a. to the aggregation. 
Maistro’s personable fronting _ of 
|his orchestra is, as usual, the spark 
| which makes the band different from 
| other Latin-tune purveying aggrega- 
tions. 
| Alternating on the revolving band- 
|} stand is Charlie Mohacey’s unit, a 


| good local band. 
House was jammed when 
(Wed. supper). 


caught 
Shal, 





Bowman Room, N. Y. 
(HOTEL BILTMORE) 
Lanny Ross, Stephen Kisley Orch 
with Pat Whitney, Sonny Weldon 
Orch; no minimum, $1 cover week- 
days, $1.50 Saturday. 





Lanny Ross still retains a certain 
charm and the youthful good looks 
that have been among his main 
stocks in trade. Recently out of the 
Army, in which he served in Special 
Services with distinction, Ross’ voice 
retains the flexibility and sweetness 
that stamped him as one of the out- 
standing tenors of radio in the ’30s. 

What Ross needs right now is 
better pacing of his numbers and, 
perhaps, less reliance on tie old 
| standards that he uses. He’s got to 
| get away from the patron’s thought 





into a joint he knows how to hold 








entertain- 


a 


Night Club Reviews 


that he’s doing the same kind of 
tunes he did in the ‘30s, though 
come to think of it, the old tunes 
seem to be currying an unusually 
strong favor these days. A little 
more in the current-day ballad vein 
is in order. 

This room is no easy spot in which 
to work, because of its lack of in. 
timacy, and it’s to Ross’ credit that 
he barely requires the mike that he 
does use. One mustn't overlook the 
fact that Ross is one of those legit 
tenors who can sing out without ever 
being classed as a crooner. What he 
must do now, primarily, is sharpen 
up his talk while introducing his 
numbers. In toto, an engaging pr 
sonality for hotels and theatre 
out being socko 

Enoch Light subbed opening night 
in pacing the Stephen 
for Ross and the dancing 


Nith« 


K sley orch 
Pat W} 


ney is a cute little singer with the 
orch, and Sonny Weldon’s band is 
the alternate outfit Both orch 1 
okay Kal 


Latin Quarter. Chi 
Chicago, Oct. 24 
Phil Foster, Day, Dawn & Dusk, 
Callahan Sisters, Harmonikings, Dick 
Hyde, Line (8), Buddy Shaw Orch; 
$1 cover, $2.50 minimum, 


The Latin Quarter scuttles its 
name policy with this one, switching 
to a “star of tomorrow” approach 
on a trimmed budget. The Randolph 
Street nitery also is easing its mini- 
mum by half a buck and cutting the 
price of food and liquor. All of 


which is meant to make up for 
slackening biz. 

Day, Dawn & Dusk, repeating 
here after several years’ absence, 
score roundly with their song 


b 


routines. Dusk’s waggish pantomime 
and rubber-faced mugging fetches 
ample applause for “Shortenin’ 
Bread” and “Frankie & Johnny.” 


| Trio encores with a revival number 


engage- | 





| 


that had the whole place clappin; 
out the beat. Their closer, “Calliope,’ 
in which the effect of the old steam 
plano is caught to perfection, drew 
heavy applause. 

The Callahan Sisters (2) tap out 
the usual with drive and personality, 
wearing transparent rain capes 
which they doff for boogie rhythm 
terping that goes well. The two 
Harmonikings do a standard turn 
with gq regulation instrument and a 
kingsize job. Lad lipping the larger 
keyboard made it look extra tough, 
using. a stance favored by discus 
throwers. Pair gets its best recep- 
tions with “Holiday for Strings” and 

(Continued or page 54) 
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PHIL FOSTER 


Nite-Life’s Newest Laff-Sensation 





“NO BOATS" 
CURRENTLY APPEARING: 


LATIN QUARTER 
CHICAGO 











“Fostered by” 
SOL TEPPER, RKO Bldg., New York 20 
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Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 


*& Draw from our library, one of the 
largest, most comprehensive in 


Showbiz ! 
*& 1948 Catalog FREE! 
* Exclusive material our specialty! 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 


25-31-K 30th Road, L. I. City 2, N. ¥ 
Telephone: Astoria 8-6965 


























Currently for 6 Weeks 
London Casino, London, England 





Mgt.—UNIVERSAL ATTRACTIONS 
565 Fifth Avenue, New York . 














‘ ‘ 


BRIGADOON 


MUSIC MONTH 





pe ages 


/ 
































Wednesday, October 29, 1947 


VARIETY 


VAUDEVILLE 53 





NY’s 802 Persists in Trying For 
Standby Co From Bway Vauders 





Situation between the major New® 


York vaudfilm theatres—Paramount, 
Strand and Capitol—and N. Y. local 


802 of the American Federation of 
Musicians is currently at a stand- 
still. Officials of 802, however, ex- 
pect to get another meeting with the 
theatremen. 

Two weeks ago the theatres flatly 
refused, under the Taft-Hartley Act, 
to continue payment of standby sal- 
aries to the union when they use 
“travelling” name bands. They took 
this attitude both on the basis of the 
T-H law, and on the advice of the 
American Federation of Musicians, | 
which has long frowned on standby | 
salary demands by locals. National | 
AFM has no controi over standbys. 

On the other hand, 802 officials 
feel that since its contracts with the 
State, Roxy and Music Hall, which 
use house bands, run until Septem- 
ber, 1948, that the Par; Cap and 
Strand are bound to the same time 
period, that standbys are still in or- 
der since the T-H act isn’t effective 
until those contracts expire. 


NEW HOSPITAL UNIT 
TO REPLACE USO-CS 


A permanent organization to sup- 
ply professional entertainment for 
hospitalized vets was insured last 
week with the formation of Veterans 
Hospital Camp Shows, Inc., to replace 
USO-Camp Shows when latter dis- 
bands Dec. 31. 

VHCS has been incorporated in 
New York state as a non-profit or- 
ganization. Sponsoring organizations 
include theatrical unions and other 
organizations. 
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“Heifetz of the 
harmonica.” 


Doubling 
LYMPIC THEATRE 
and 


PARK AVE. CLUB 
Miami Beach 
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Margery Welles at the Piano 
Mgt.: Ben Lipset 
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Chateati Renault, A.C., 


Reverting To Eatery 
Atlantic City, Oct. 28. 
Chateau Renault, which has op- 
erated as a nitery will become a 
Straight eatery as a result of the 
purchase last week of 50% of the 
spot by Charles Horowitz, operator 
of a downtown restaurant. 
Horowitz closed place over the 
weekend and said it would be re- 


furbished and will reopen shortly as | 


a restaurant sans talent. 


ON CUFFO NITERY SHOWS | 


Acting on complaints that the 
Hillcrest Country Club, Kansas City, 
had been getting talent cuffo since 
dispensing with floorshow policy, 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
has declared the spot out of bounds. 

Investigation by an AGVA rep 
disclosed that the cuffo talent is of- 
fered under guise of testimonials or 
benefit shows, and union is now in- 
vestigating what spots or talent 
agencies in that area has been sup- 
plying the acts, with idea of taking 
action against the offenders. Acts 
reputed to have played dates, sans 
salary, will also come under the in- 
vestigative spotlight of the union. 


AGVA’s regulation prohibit cuffo 
appearances at other than bonafide 


Shirley Ross Back 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
Shirley Ross, who has been in pro- 
fessional retirement for some time, 
will climb back into harness with a 
fortnight stand at Flamingo, Las 
Vegas, starting Nov. 6. 
William Morris agency now is 
digging some eastern vaude dates 
for the chirp (Mrs. Ken Dolan), 





Grade Eyes Talent 
For London Palladium 
Return to Two-a-Day 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
Lew Grade, British vaude booker, 





|don, on a prowl for 
| names which he can secure to ap- 
| pear at the London Casino and the 

being steered 


man, his rep in the U. S. 

According to Grade, the Palladium 
will drop its current policy of stag 
ing spectacle musicals when “Here, 
There and Everywhere”. closes in 
January, and will revert to old 
policy of two-a-day vaude. Pal- 
ladium dropped variety shows in 
favor of long-run spectacles at out- 
set of the war. 


Martha Raye, Geo. Price 
Signed for Harem, N.Y. | 





headliners every two weeks in or- 


the Harem, N. Y., 
Raye, who goes 


has set Martha 
in Dec. 28, 





charity shows or benefits okayed by | 
the Theatre Authority. It has bul- | 
letined the mémbership on the mat- 
ter at various times, but neverthe- 
less figure performers are cajoled 
into playing these dates and neglect 
reporting 
union, 


Minevitch Pays Off $300 





Claim on Clubdate Breach 


| Borrah Minevitch, owner and pro- | 
| ducer of Harmonica Rascals, paid off 
|a claim 


of $300 to Hen: y Bieben, 


agent, due to failure of Rascals to 


fulfill a club date at the Broadwood 
| hotel, Philadelphia, some months 
ago. bad 

Agent took matter to American 


Guild of Variety Artists, which arbi- | 
trated controversy and held Mine- | 
vitch liable for the breach. Latter 
paid off this week. 


Petit Casino Folds 


Paris, Oct. 21. 
Petit Casino, on the Boulevards, 





the last of the old type Paris vaude 


stands, is folding. A lot of Paris 
‘celebs got their start there. 
It was the last hall to serve drinks 


|ineluded in the admission price, 





Gypsy Markoff, accordionist-sing- 
er who just closed an eight-week en- 
agement at the Balalaika, Washing- 


“DANCUMORISTS" ton, opens at the Golden Fiddle, 
JACK DAVIES PHIL TYRELL |New York Hungarian-Gypsy nitery, 
New York Chicago itonight (29) for four weeks with 
options. 
fa 
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MUSICAL 


A SMASH 





HIMBER'S 


ABRACADABRA 


(See Page 35) 





HIT: 








| fortnightly 


such approaches to the | 


the Dec. 7 bill. 
Myron Cohen, 
change 


policy, debuts 


Nov. 15. 


Nellie Lutcher Set For 
Vaudates at $1,750 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
Nellie Lutcher, who soared from 








recordings, has been inked for pair 


| of vaude weeks at $1,750 a frame 
| Singer-pianist plays Adams, Newark, 
| Nov. 27 and following stanza is set 
|}for Regal, Chicago. 

| On Dee. 19, she starts a four-week 
}run at Sherman hotel, Chicago. 


| N.J. Court Nixes Refund, 


| Rules ‘Strippers’ Employes 


Trenton, Oct. 28. 

Burlesque performers playing New 
| Jersey theatres were ruled employes 
j}and not independent contractors by 
|the N. J. supreme court last week. 
| Ruling was made in the case of the 
|Empire Theatre, Newark, appeal of 
the N. J. Unemployment Compen- 
sation Commission ruling which had 
declared that the strippers and 
‘other featured performers are eligi- 
ble for unemployment compensa- 
tion. 

Theatre had argued that since the 
| peelers take no direction as to per- 
| formance of their act, they are con- 
| strued as independent contractors 
lrather than employees. 
mission disagreed and the supreme 
‘court upheld the state body. 
| The Empire 
a refund of $1,745 paid under pro- 
test for unemployment contributions 
‘of featured performers working that 
| house. 


Embassy, N.Y., Opening 


Embassy Club. N. Y.., 











t 


blew in ever the weekend from Lon- | 


who starts off the | 


a $100-a-week slot in local black- | 
and-tanneries within past four 
months on strength of her Capitol 





| 


Hollywood | 
isigned Sinatra—at 
| tee weekly 


'AGVA CRACKS DOWN Freon semaneiae ‘Eadie ft | 


ithe Cap, Strand or 





| 
] 


| 


| 


In keeping with policy of changing | nine added at 
der to keep the patrons interested, | half the extra cost. 


and right to 
Georgie Price and Frances Faye for | 


} 


| 


| 





The Com- | 


theatre had sought | 


which closed | 


|last spring, will reopen tomorrow | 
| (Thursday) night. Initial bill will | 
|have Edwards and Diane, Paul | 


| Duke, Dorothy Blaine, Arleen Stone | 


{and Larry Funt’s band. 
Room will 
jravy Sass and Serge Gomez, with 
|Leonard Green set as exciusive 
| booker. 


| Francis Craig’s ‘Vauders 


| Francis Craig, who’s Bullet label 
|disking of “Near You” has brought 
‘him into the name category, has 
been booked for his first N. Y. vaude 
date. Craig is set for Loew’s State. 
Dec. 11 

| Craig precedes this date with two 
weeks at the Oriental, Chicago, 
starting Nov. 6, and the Capito] the- 
_atre, Washington, Dec. 4 


' 








“Jungle Rhumba,” recently § ac- 
,quired by Leeds Music, is another 
, tune creating a disturbance on indie 
‘label. Artistic, Coast waxery, made 
it by pianist Gene Galian. 


be operated by Mur- | 


Tussle Over String Section Salary 
Almost Cancels Voice's Cap, N.Y. Date 


There was trouble between Frank | etc. 


Sinatra and the Capitol theatre, 
New York, over the singer’s forth- 
coming run at the house, due to 
open Nov. 13. Dispute was over the 


son’s orchestra, which will back 
Sinatra, with a string section. And 
however remote the idea of a breach 


over less than $1,500, in salaries, for 
a while there was a possibility Sin- | 
atra won't play the date. It was | 
all straightened out yesterday (Tues- 
day), however. 

It seems that when the Capitol 


$25,000 
for three weeks plus a 
percentage deal, the first time that 
Paramount has 





Zuaran- | 


| Artists, 


ever consented to such an arrange- | 


ment—it agreed to the singer's ex- 


|ercising approval over picture, band 


and acts. He wanted Henderson. 
Cap said okay and bought the band 
from Music Corp. of America. What 


| 


Sinatra forgot at the time was that 


Henderson’s band, now a set size 
playing locations, 
includes no strings. He had re- 
called the selected outfit Henderson 
conducted for him at a Hotel 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., date two 
years ago. 

At any rate, when Sinatra found | 
| Henderson had no strings he wanted 
the Cap’s expense. 
Theatre balked, but offered to pay | 
Sinatra cited | 


one-nighters, etc., | 


Cap answered that it was giv- 
ing a gross split and Siratra should 
split the difference. 


And Sinatra was just as willing 


: , jto head back to the Coast without 
supplementing of Skitch Hender- | 


playing the theatre. 





‘McHUGR PPADS NEW 


AGENTS’ ASSN. IN PA. 


Reading, Pa., Oct. 28. 

Theatrical Agents’ Assn. of Penn; 
sylvania, whose membership com- 
prises about 30 talent agents in east- 
ern Pennsylvania, has been given the 
nod by Amesican Guild of Variety 
which will recognize it as 
official bargaining group in that area 
to deal in union matters. 

At meeting held last week Johnny 
McHugh was elected prexy of or- 
ganization. Other officers elected 
were Mel Sober, veepee; Ferp Rob- 
erts, secretary, Tex Rose, treasurer. 

Other agents in group include 
Harry Cooke, Mickey Morton, Bobby 
Dease, Bob Whitman, Dan Shafer, 
Don Tinley, Bill Schweikle, Mickey 
Kleman. 

All had been formerly franchised 
by AGVA under individual fran- 
|chises at $50 per year for principal 
|and $25 annually for associates. Un- 
lider new setup group will receive 
| franchises sans fee such as obtains 


the agreement, which gives him the | | with other recognized agents’ asso- 


approve accompaniment, 


ciates under AGVA regulations, 














Morey's Schedule 
STRAND THEATRE 


4 and 5 Shows Daily 


Morey's Matinee 
‘3:30 te 4:30 Daily 
(Direct from His Dressing 
Room et the Strand) 
The Morey Amsterdam Show 
7:30 to 8:00 P.M. Daily 


"Stop Me If You've Heard 
This One™ 
with 
Cal Tinney — Lew Lehr 
Roger Bower 
Morey Amsterdam 
9:00 to 9:30 P. M., E.S.T. 
SATURDAY NITES 


CLUBS 


PLAYGOERS CLUB 
. 5st St. and 6th Ave. 

Owner and Operator 

Entertaining Nightly 


RESTAURANT - 


MOREY'S Restaurant 
151 W. 57th St. 
Owner and Operator 


SONG-WRITER 


(Leo Feist, Inc.) 

"Rum & Coca Cola" 
“Why, O Why, Did | Ever 
Leave Wyoming” 

“| Cain't Get Offa My Horse" 
“Just for You" 
(Theme of a Dick Haymes Prod.) 


AUTHOR - 


“The Poor Man's Nobody" 
(Relecsed April '48) 
“Bright Sayings of My Wife” 
(Release Dec. *48) 
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Latin Quarter, Chi. | 
the mouth harp anthem, “Peg O° My | 
Heart.” : % 

Phil Foster, who bowed /in Chi 
last spring at the short-lived Copa- 
cabana, has a low-pressure style that | 
doesn’t quite get over to that part 
of the audience accustomed to rapid | 
delivery .and a- screaming punch 
line. He had them guessing in his| 
boss routine and results were divided | 
on his standby, “Old Gang of Mine 


on the Corner.” This last could 
stand localizing, which also applies 
to other parts of his material. 
Dodger fans, for example get 
chuckles in the midwest as com- 
pared to guffaws back east 
Foster’s army impressions were 
well received, along with his fa- 
sliar “What Happens When Two 
Girls Go ” His “Last Man on 
Earth” is a weak closer and should 
be vitaminized or forgotten. The 
situation wasn’t helped by lack of 
yocks on such asides as “So much 
for ad libbing. Now I'll go back 


and die with the material.” ; 
The new line prances neatly in a} 
Swiss bell-ringing turn and there's | 
lots of flash in their Indian number. | 
Strobolite effects in war dance is | 
an impressive deal. Buddy Shaw | 
Orch backs expertly throughout, | 
with Dick Hyde supplying smooth 
Baritone vocals. Bact. 


Havana Madrid. N. Y. 
Corday & Triano, Darnell Bros. 
(2). Alverez Mera, Sacassas Orch, 

Noro Morales Orch; $2.50 min. 

So long as Noro Morales remains 
at the Havana-Madrid, this Latino 
emporium will have its share of | 
trade. A prime draw for the| 
rhumba-addicts, Morales is filling | 
this room at the late sessions, which | 
gives Angel Lopez’s spot an assured | 
income. 

Consequently, the cafe is short- | 
changing its talent budgets as far as 
show values are concerned. Lopez 
is apparently working on the ide@ | 
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5 Continued from page 52 —— 








that out of the medium-priced acts 
there are some that are capable of 
being developed. He’s_ currently 
trying his luck with the Darnell 
Bros. (2) (New Acts?, who are still 
to find the type of comedy that 
best suits them, since they’re ex- 
perimenting with bits of routines 
that are identified with other comics. 

Singer on this show, Alverez Mera, | 
(also New Acts) impresses as being | 
a vocal find, tut has yet to pick up | 
the showmanly attributes and polish | 
evident in top singers. 





The vet part of the show are 
Corday and Triano, 2 hard-working 
pair of ballroomers who get im-| 
mediate attention with ihe fast lifts 
and spins and impress with many | 
sections of their straight terp 
passages. Except for some bres.<-in 


dates, this team has been away from 
the business for some time berause 
of a leg injury to the male hz ‘if of 
team. Work at this show ..»esn’t in- 


dicate that he’s holding back. He’s 
in there pitching for good all-around | 
results. 

Sacassas does the showbacking for 
good results, but apparently hasn't 
rehearsed sufficiently with the per- | 
formers, inasmuch as the crew wasn’t | 
prepared for encores. Jose. 








Famous Door. N. Y. 


Roy Eldridge Orch 4), Stuff 
Smith Trio; $2 minimum. 





The 52d street clubs are still the 
mecca of the swing aficionados. The 
various clubs dotting that lane are 


| currently offering a prize assortment | 
lof the various schools of jazz rang- | 


ing from Dixieland to bebop. How- | 


ever, the youngsters who during 
war-days dropped big dough in 


these boites are considerably less- 
heeled these days, with the con- 
sequence that most of the business 
is done via the bar, where the mini- 
mums do not apply. 

At the Famous Door, Mike Wester- 


man, who at one time operated the , 


Onyx club, has two outfits that Rave 
name value on the street. Roy Eld- 
redge with an outfit comprising his 
trumpet, sax, drum, piano and bass, 
is able to mix his numbers between 
uninhibited swing and the more 
restrained ballad offermgs, He im- 
parts a great deal of vigor in both. 
Most of all, his trumpetings get the 
biggest acclaim. His trumpet vir- 
tuosity is the strongest feature of 





MAG RAE 
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STRAND THEATRE 
NEW YORK CITY 
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Management 


CENTURY ARTISTS LED. 


Booked by 
HARRY A. ROMM 
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Gowns by 
ERNESTO 


Exclusive Theatrical Creations 


254 W. 46th Sr. 
New York, N. Y. 
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the outfit, although Ike Quebec’s sax 


| gets some acclaim on its own, 


In contrast, Stuff Smith's trio, 
with leader at the fiddle supported 
by a piano and bass, is a little more 
restrained in volume, although his 
violining has much imagination 
and color, and gives the impression 
that he rides along on a mood. Con- 
sequently, he swings from passages 
of Debussy’s “Clair de Lune” to ex- 
tremely fast numbers. Smith _im- 

arts a sense of humor to most of 

is work and is a safe bet as far as 
audience receptivity is concerned. 


Although the street hasn’t hatched 
a band in sometime, Westerman is 
considering the installation of a 12- 
piece outfit later this season in an 
effort to test the sector’s postwar 
incubation powers. Most activity is 
confined to small units in keeping 
with the adjusted talent purses of 
the clubs there. At the present 
time, there’s little call for installa- 
tion of vocalists here. This would 
mean the added 20% tax rap on 
the customers’ checks. Jose. 








Johnny Guarnieri will head a trio 
opening Nov. 3 at the Iridium room 








Assisted by NELLY de FREITAS 


of the St. Regis hotel, N. Y. 





Bowery, Detroit 


Detroit, Oct. 24. 
Rex Weber, Dell O’Deil, Hal 
Fisher, Robert Drake & Little Jeanie, 
Charles Carrer, Joanne Jordan, St 
Clair & Durand, Lee Mason, bag ee 
Jivers, Muriel Kretlow Girls en 
Young Orch; $1 admish weekdays, 


$1.50-$2.50 Sat. 





The Bowery’s sustained success— 
13. years—demonstrates there’s still 
an audience for an oldtime family 
bill of straight vaude entertainment, 
and also that they’ll come a long 
ways to see it. The spot is over the 
line in Hamtramck, a_ buck-fifty 
taxi ride (without tip) from mid- 
town Detroit, and until this summer 
when steel shortage cut down plant 
operations business was consistently 
capacity or near that. It’s picked up 
appreciably the past two weeks. 

Mrs. Frank Barbaro now has the 
complete management. It was deed- 
ed to her in the recent diyorce set- 
tlement. She openly says that the 


thing has become too much for her | 


to handle and she’d wish her ex 
would .return from the Coast, where 
he now lives, and resume the ni- 
tery’s direction. Detroit's evening- 
outers rate it as the town’s liveliest 
rendezvous. It must be the special 
atmosphere in addition to that four 
and a half-hour show. The decor 
is not a far throw from that of a 
well maintained garage and the 
tables and chairs are so closely ar- 
rayed as to make it difficult some- 
times to avoid picking up your 
neighbor’s drink. 

To the vaude and nitery perform- 
er the Bowery is a verdant oasis. 
The rule is 10 acts, with a turn 
often held over for a second week. 
With a nut for the bill that runs 
from $4,000 to $10,000 the bookings 
shuttle from the standards and not 
so standards to the top boite names 
of the moment. Recent topliners 
have included Martha Raye, Cass 
Daley, Harry Richman and Harvey 
Stone. For the current week the 
vaude tab stands close to the $4,000 
figure, with feature billing going to 
| Rex Weber, Dell O’Dell and Hal 
Fisher, the m.c. The next bill will 
be headed by Ben Blue. 
' The Bowery’s regulars must be of 
| hardy constitutions to sit through 
|that four and a half-hour runoff. 
| Acts like to play the spot because 
of this customer aptitude for platz- 
ing and the sustained enthusiasm 
from eut front. The regular don’t 
need much coaxing to join in a 
community sing and that eases the 
| sailing no little for the succeeding 
| acts. 
This particular bill jells and plays 
well. Weber taxes their curiosity 
with his routine of bouncing off all 
kinds of sounds without opening his 
mouth, Dell O’Dell heightens this 
curiosity in the magic department, 
proving exceptionally adept at her 


tricks as well as a smart show- 
woman. . : 
In the vocal department Lee Ma- 
son whams ’em with his resonant 
baritone in a repertoire of show 
tunes and standards, and Joanne 
Jordan packs that special sex,’ 
touch in looks and her to.:zh num- 
bers. The dancing runs from one 
extreme to the other, the smooth 
acrobatic ballroom rhythms of St. 
Clair and- Durand and the whirlwind 
antics of the Jumpin’ Jivers, who 
highlight their act by inducing the 
customers up onto the stags. Rob- 
ert Drake and his midget partner, 
Little Jeanie, mix double entendre 
crossfire with impressions of film 
personalities, whife on the novelty 
side Charles Carrer plies ’em with a 
fast. juggling routine that entails 
mostly the use of cocktail-bar uten- 
sils and glassware. 

Hal Fisher’s casual style of in- 
troducing the acts and tossing off 
a monolog blends in perfectly with 
the Bowery’s atmosphere and clien- 


tele. The Ben Young orch does a 
solid job for the runoff and gives 
off good danceable music. Odec. 





Stardust Reom, B’kiyn 
(HOTEL ST. GEORGE) 

Walter Powell Orch (6) with 

Lynn Erroll; Min. $2, Fri., $3, Sat. 


With this booking it may be a 
step upward for Walter Powell and 
His Musical Funsters (formerly 
“Mousie” Powell and His Musical 
Maniacs), but its definitely a pace 
downward for the St. Géorge’s 
Stardust Room. Clothed in old rose 
decor with deep carpets and indirect 





lighting, this 350-capacity room 
cries for a sophisticated, subdued 
atmosphere, Instead it has Powell’s 


aggregation with its musical bottles, 
musical balloons, a trombone that 
imitates a B-29, and a host of other 
inanities. 

Partially balancing the band’s 
corny antics is vocalist Lynn Er- 
roll, who sings an operetta selection 
plus two standards and does them 
well. However, her stint lends in- 
sufficient decorum, although it’s a 
move in the right direction. Powell’s 
brand of entertainment may be okay 
for nabe niteries where he appeared 
prior to his present engagement, but 
it’s doubtful it will register among 
the more conservative Brooklyn 
Heights clientele this room has at- 
tracted in the past. 

In Powell’s personal bag of tricks 
are such crude stunts as “imitating” 
a train by blowing on a trombone 
held vertically. No novelty either 
is the timeworn mimicking of 
other bands’ themes such as Ted 
Lewis, Fred Waring, Louis Prima, 
ad infiinitum. Sax player Arthur 


Powell contribs a novelty vocal 
of “Dinah” which is very much 
in keeping with the _ general 


spirit of things. He also does “Min- 
nie Moocher.” For the finale is 
Walter Powell’s solo on a trombone 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Oct. 28. 

James Wildenthaler has been 
| upped and flashing a good clinic re- 
| port. « 

After two and a half years of cure 
and mastering four major operations, 
Kitty Bernard left for Chicago home 
with all-clear papers. 

Jeanette Binkley in from Lancas- 
ter, Pa. spending a week’s vagash 
with her father, John Binkley, who 
is progressing nicely. 


Larry Doyle, Jr. and frau in to 


deau sanatorium. 
medico, off on a month’s vacation. 


after spending furlough in N. Y. C. 





— sam 
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Marie Regan progressing 
after broncoscophy operation. 


lough with the 
Charlotte, N. C. 


tending were Ann Rowe, 


and Jack Helmer. 


in business here are Anton “Tony” 
Anderson, now manager of Pontaic 
theatre and Mayor of Saranac Lake: 
Bryce Levign, bandleader: Carl 
Greaves, minstrel-tenor, manager 
Lido nitery, Plattsburg, N. Y.: Helen 


visit his dad, Larry Doyle, former 
Giant second baseman of yester- 
years, who is doing nicely at Tru- 


Dr .Homer McCleary, Will Rogers 
Ben Schaffer returned to the lodge 
nicely 


Eddie Vogt will spend 10-day fur- 
“Hank” Hearns in 


Pauline Russell tossed a farewell 
party for Kitty Bernard. Those at- 


Sophi 
Mede, Forrest Glenn. Sam detente 


Among those of the profession 
who made the grade and remained 


outlines of which are framed in blue 
neon tubing. It’s all very Buck 
Rogersish. 

Reportedly having had experience 
in light opera, Miss Erroll makes her 
bow here as a band vocalist. She’s 
a pert, peathes and cream blonde 
whose chassis stands out to advan- 
tage in a black gown. Opens with 
“I Love You Dear,” then encores 
with “Comin’ Through e Rye.” 
First number is an exhibition piece 
affording her full opportunity to re- 
veal her richiy toned lyric soprano. 
Latter song, as well as “Dark Eyes,” 
also points up the natural qualities 
of her voice. 

For dancing Powell’s outfit is 
okay. His rythms are of the con- 
ventional variety usually found in 
six piece combos. Crew breaks 
down into three rhythm, one reed, 
one brass-plus Powell's . trombone. 
Brass man occasionally shifts to ac- 
cordion. 





AMA Setting Up Rodeo 


Arena Managers Assn. members 
are currently meeting in New York 
to set up annual Spring rodeo. Show, 
to be labeled the Lone Star Ranch 
rodeo, is likely to have Gene 
Autry as its star. 


Biltmore Bewl, L. A. 
(BILTMORE HOTEL) 
Los Angeles, Oct. 23. 


Lowe, Hite & Stanley, Bob wWii- 
liams, The Ambassadorettes, Anita 
Martell, Jan Garber Orch, Vicki 


Owens Combo (4); couvert $1, Satur. 


days $1.50, 





This downtown hotel spot doesn’t 


-change its shows too often, conse. 


quently each offering has to be good. 
Current layout is no exception. It’s 
fast and laugh-loaded and manager 
Joe Faber can take another bow for 
smart booking. / 
Top spot goes to Lowe, Hite & 
Stanley who draw laughs from the 
moment they romp onto the floor for 
their takeoff on the Andrews Sisters. 
Pantomimicry aided by recordings 
is deftly handled and trio’s version 
of “Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy,” 
“Sonny Boy,” and “Cow Cow Boogie’ 
adds up to sock entertainment. The 
clowning is surefire. 

Crowding them for laughs is Bob 


Williams who works with a pair of 
pooches for a rib-tickling satire on 
dog acts. His canines are well- 
trained and Williams is an effective 
mugger, drawing roars with his 
anguished expressions when his 


charges fail to deliver on cue 
Anita Martell, juggler, does okay 


with the usual assortment of hats 
and balls but patter. could stand 
some changes—particularly refer- 


ences to being in Hollywood recently, 
since that line cuts no ice here. 
Opener, the Ambassadorettes, trio 
of femme acrobats, gets the show off 
to a fast start. Gals are surefooted 
and have worked out some effective 
routines, particularly a_ brilliantly- 
timed variation on the jump rope 
routine. 

Show fmarks the debut of Jan Gar- 
ber ork here, fallowing the 78-week 
stand of Russ Morgan. Garber can 
probably stay as long as he wants 
to, too. Current crew is a well- 
rounded band that’s perfect for this 
type of spot and the Garber arrange- 
ments keep the floor crowded for 
terping. Softly - appealing relief 
music is supplied by Vicki Owens 
combo. Kap. 





Estelle Sloane has been set for the 
Waldorf-Astoria hotel, N. Y., start- 
ing Dec. 20. 









From Hollywood ! 
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LAUGHING-STOCK! 
Something New in Comedy Material 
for M.C.’s, Acts, and Disc Jocks 


Laughing-Steck Series | te 5.........-- $! ea. 

Rapid Fire Routines (Doubles) 1 to 3. .$2 ea. 

Master Monologues | to 4..........+++>- $2 ea. 

Hits and Bits { te 8..........ceeeereees $! ea. 
SAM PERRY 


1650 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 











PUBLICITY * PROMOTION 
MAKES A STAR 


12 WEEKS FOR $100 
Column-Pic Breaks * Features * Radio Shots 
Items * Plugs * Interviews 
COMPLETE PRESS COVERAGE 
NEW YORK TO HOLLYWOOD 





Walter Brown of the Boston Gar- 
den, is chairman of the AMA com- 
mittee handling the rodeo. 





(PLOITATION ASSOCIATES 


| 424 Madison Ave., N. ¥. 17, N. ¥. 


Suite 1407 Plaza 8-1152 





ee a 





O’Reiliy, owner of Hollywood Dregs- 
shop; Marty Fisher, manager of auto 
agency and garage; Eddie & Mar- 
garet Dougherty, Taxi business, and 
Don Stone, owner of Melody nitery. 

Lee Klimick, during the past two 
years switchboard operator at the 
Rogers, left for N.Y.C. with an all- 
clear. 

Charles Dortic of Columbia Pic- 
tures and John Rubach of Para- 
mount, in to visit Moe Gould who is 
perting up nicely. 

Thanks to Marty Lynch, Syracuse, 
ie & for his salute to the colony 
gang; ditto to the Dancing Knights 
of Buffalo. 

Alice Farley, who checked out of 
here with an all-clear two years 
ago, booked at the Majestic nitery, 
Lake Placid, stopped off to mitt the 
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gang. 

Agnes Timmons Browning shot in 
| to bedside chat with Arthur Slattery, 
who is making nice progress. 

(Write to those that are ill.) 








| 





48 W. 48th Street, New York 19 


) 
JAY | 
()ARSHALL 


Concurrently 
LOEW'S STATE and 
Village Vanguard, New York 


¢/o MARK J. LEDDY 
Also WBT, Television 























Curry, Byrd » Le Roy 


“BEDLAM IN THE BALLROOM" 
Opening Nov. 7, LAST FRONTIER, LAS VEGAS for 2 weeks 
Direction MATTY ROSEN CLUB-DATES HARRY GREEN 
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Wednesday, October 29, 1947 


VARIETY 





New 


GORDON MacRAE 
Songs 
5 Mins. 
trand, N. Y. k ‘ 
lready a click as a singer on 
aio network shows, Gordon Mac- 
Rae needs only that impetus supplied 
by ‘personal appearances to catapult 
him into the topmost sanctum now 
inhabited by Crosby, Sinatra, 
Como, Haymes, et al. This lad has 
that extra touch of class, that magic 
spark that’s needed to ignite a wide 
circle of appreciation beyond that 
of the ephemeral bobbysox faddists. 
He also records for Capitol. 
MacRae has three vital 
operating in his corner. First and 
foremost, he can really sing. There's 
more here than a stylistic whisper 
being amplified by a_ mike; Mac- 
Rae’s pipes are masculine, resonant 
and flexible over a broad enough 
range for handling of pop tunes and 
light classical numbers. Second, he’s 
a glamour-boy type _ without the 
prilliantine. And third, he has an 
easy and ingratiating personality 
with an excellent speaking voice. 
For his current Strand date, he 
combines all three assets into a sure- 
fire vaude item. Numbers include 
“Near You,” “I Wish I Didn't Love 
You So Much,” “Body and Soul” 
and “You Do.” Going beyond the 
torchy ballads, MacRae also sinks 
his teeth into Irving Berlin’s “Free- 
dom Train” with a vigorous rendi- 
tion that earns him a sock bowoff, 
Herm. 


LA VERNE & JON 
Dance 
5 Mins. 
Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

LaVerne & Jon represent another 
of the many European acts that 
have been imported to the U. S. 
since the war’s end. They’re sup- 
osedly from France and if their 
Coping is any indication of the 
Gallic ballroom standard then that 
must be good. 

Graceful and working with well- 
set routines, their~ act resembles 
mewhat that of the DeMarcos. 
mphasis is on fancy lifts and spins 
but there’s also considerable touch 
of the cakewalk. Too many of such 
acts make too much with the smile, 
but these two would do better to 
crack open once in a while. As it 
is—and this is their chief drawback 
—their deadpan leads the audience 
to believe it’s all a gag and that 
they'll go into a gag routine. Ver- 
satility is demonstrated in three 
numbers, including a straight waltz, 
a beguine and a can-can takeoff. 





Stal. 
ALVEREZ MERA 
Songs 
10 Mins. 
Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 
Alverez Mera, a Cuban import 


who has still to learn English, is 
equipped with a powerful set of 
pipes that don’t need a microphone 
to reach the far corners* of large 
niteries. He has volume, range and 
fine tones in the upper and lower 
registers, as well as a good flair for 
interpretation. 

At this Havana-Madrid debut, he 
displays his potential with three 
numbers, which include “Granada” 
and “Yo Quiero Mucho,” for they 
get cries of “ole” from the native 
elements. Since he’s not yet versed 
in English, he can't display a speak- 
ing voice and isn’t able to get across 
some _ personality numbers that 
would aid in setting him off to bet- 
ter advantage. 

Once he learns more of American 
and showmanship, he’ll develop into 





a solid performer. Jose, 
FAYE & ANDRE = 
Adagio 
5 Mins. 


Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 

A couple of muscled adagio 
dancers with plenty of thrills in 
their routine for the audience, 
and Andre impress as a top-quality 
act. Fact that adagio teams have 
ecome somewhat of a rarity in 
niteries, too, lends something of a 
lift to their performance. 

They go through the standard 
ieepe and runs, but have sufficient 
dded qualities to sock them across. 
ay he dips her head within a 
hair's breadth of the floor draws 
fines and his one-armed overhead 
ift is neatly done. Flash finale, in 
which she balances horizontally 
across the back of his’ neck while he 
Spins without holding her, gets them 





off to hefty and 1l- % 
plause. y an ae 
“DICK BAIN 

Harmenica 

6 Mins. 


Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 
Re crmer member of the “Harmonic 
scals,” Dick Bain is striking out 
©n his own in a single. Personable 
youngster, he plays a good harmon- 
ica but has nothing special to offer 
as far as tonal quality and overall 
Virtuosity are concerned. 
Tico-Tico” gets him off to a fast 
Start, with the gag of subbing a 
miniature mouth-organ halfway 
through 


factors | 


Faye | 


the number worked in 

well. His ““St. Louis Biues” is | 
Standard stuff but he picks up 
slightly on “When Day Is Dne.” for 
a nice walkoff. Little more »- 
centration on achieving better ‘-ne 
Would help him immensely. Stal 


Acts. 


RAY DOREY 
Songs 

10 Mins. 
RKO, Boston 

Having built up a strong local 
following as a radio baritone over 
WBZ-WBZA and snagged nice sales 
on recent Majestic labels, Ray 
Dorey tees off as a stage band singer 
hére this week to demonstrate plenty 
of promise. 

Backed up by Larry Flint’s house 
orch, which is a good show band but 
not exactly geared to pacing a new- 
comer, he stays on the safe side 
with such of his recordings as 
“Mam’selle,” “And Mimi,” “Talla- 
and “Freedom Train.” He 
an excellent and 


| hassee” 
displays 


quality, and doesn’t 
nerism, On 


resort to man 
the other hand, at the 


as an individual personality. The 
only thing lacking, in short, is sock, 
and it seems with his fine stage 
presence that this is a matter of the 
right auspices rather than more ex- 
perience. For Dorey is clearly one 
of the better vocalists of the day as 
it stands. Identified with the right 
tune—and given a wow musical 
backing—he can hit the top in a 
hurry. Elie. 





SHIRLEY POWELL 
Songs 

6 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 

Shirley Powell is a featured song- 
stress on WINS, N. Y. indie, but this 
marks her first nitery warbling date. 
A diminutive gal with a_ deep, 
throaty . voice, she surprises with 
the volume of her pipes. Her chief 
trouble is her lack of facial ex- 
pression, meaning she’s okay on bal- 
lads but can’t nut over a show tune 
like “Cain’t Say No” until she takes 
a few dramatic lessons. 

She tees off with “Can’t Believe 
That You’re In Love With Me,” 
which is too fast for her style. Does 
better on “Wish I Didn't Love You 
So,” but loses the low notes in her 
throat. “Oklahoma!” number misses 
because it’s not stylized enough. She 
has a voice, though, and will be okay 
for nitery work once she breaks 
away from her radio habits and 
learns to sell more dramatically. 

p Stal. 
DARNELL BROS. (2) 
Comedy 
12 Mins. 
Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 

The Darnell Bros. so far show: only 
possibilities as a singing team, de- 
spite their,efforts at comedy. Their 
vocals produce a good blend of har- 
mony, and if they’d stay with har- 
monies and special material songs, 
they’d possibly do much better on 
nitery floors. Their current act, 
stressing comedy, isn’t too impres- 
sive. 

They have a fair set of band im- 
personations and can mimic a good 
variety of instruments. However, 
their panto of filmhouse patrons, 
and the section of their act which 
calls for audience volunteers moving 
lips while the Darnells do the talk, 
has been displayed with better ef- 
fect by others. 

They need a general reshuffling 
of their act before they can start 
being regulars on the class nitery 
circuits, Jose. 


PEGGY McCUE 
Dance 

5 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

An extremely pretty gal with a 
pert, cleancut quality, Peggy McCue 
matches her looks with her fast tap- 
stering. She leads off a heavy list 
of four dance acts in the current bill 
here and gives the others a nice 
target to shoot at for honors. 

Light and plenty fast on her feet, 
she’s imbued her routines with plen- 
ty of spins and interesting arm mo- 
tions to distinguish her from the 
standard solo femme terpers. Act 
winds up with a couple of fast splits, 
deftly executed, that get her off to 
heavy applause. Definitely capable 
of making a mark for herself in any 
vaude or nitery date. Stal. 


NORMANN PARIS 3 
Vocal-Instrumental 

14 Mins. 

Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y. 

Normann Paris Trio is one of the 
brightest new combinations around. 
Name member of the unit is the 
pianologist who gives out on the 
ivories in telltale manner, backed by 
string bass and guitar. In _ toto 
they’re plenty OK for sound as they 
whip -up “Fantasie Impromptu” in 
modern style, along with other slick 
arrangements. 

Trios of this nature frequently are 
lost in the shuffle of being service- 
able accompanists period. But not 
so Paris who, firstly,~is a stylized 
piano virtuoso in his own right; and 
In combination with his other two 
strings a zingy act that can play 
class cafes and vaudeville with 
.equal facility. They also offer ~'enty 
for the platters. Abel. 





| Comedy Dance 
7 Migs. 
| Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 

A couple of exi-emenly talented 
youngsters, Sis and Sonny Arthurs 
draw plenty of yocks with their 
‘comedy dance routines. Although 





accom- | 
plished baritone of strong masculine | 


moment, he doesn’t register on stage | 





this is their first New York nitery 
appearance, they have the poise and 
stage-presence of veterans and 
should be around for quite a while 
to come. 

With no indication that it’s a com- 
edy routine, they start off rightly 
enough and then go suddenly into 
their boisterous roughstuff as he 
drops her in the middle of a lift 
on her derriere. Rest of the act is 
an hilarious knockabout routine, 
with the femme seemingly taking 
plenty of punishment. For a neat 
switch at the end, she picks him up 
and lugs him off the stage. 

Couple also handles the audience- 
participation gag here, getting a 
couple from the ringside fo come up 


to dance with them. They garry it 
off well, getting plenty of added 
laughs. Stal. 
GEORGE KREISLER 
Comedian at Piano 
20 Mins. 
Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y. 

George Kreisler is obviously a 


lammister from mittel-Europa, but 
there is nothing foreign about his 
sense of comedy. He has a fine and 
distinctive style of doing comedy 
songs with a left-handed approach 
such as “I Hate Your Guts,” “Please 
Shoot Your Husband,” “What Little 
Girls Are Made Of,” a psychiatric 
number, and the like. A cleancut 
personality, he does his stuff with 
a pseudo-disarming naivete, broad- 
ly blinking his eyes actually, he 
overdoes that bit of business), and 
reels off a flock of novelty ditties 
that ring the bell. 

His. style is smooth, approach in- 
telligent, and impact punchy — 
which isn’t bad parlay for intime 
entertainer. Kreisler is a cinch in 
any class of boite. Abel. 








Variety 


WEEK OF OCTOBER 29 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


whether full or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) lLeew; 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (W) Warner 


Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 30 

Buck & Bubbles 

3 Chesterfields 

Shep Fields Ore 

Jane Powell 

Music Hall (1) 30 


> Talbot-Martin 





aul F 


rankKe 
ucille Cummings 


yorothy Keller 


F 
I 
iT 
| 
iI 
Rockettes 
iCorps de Ballet 
Sym Ore 
Paramount (P) 29 
Or« 
| 


Charlie Spivak 


| Roxy (1) 29 
} VYolane 

| Sid Caesar 

State (L) 30 

iJ L & M Caites 

The Bricklayers 

Yvette 

Jack 

Slate Bros 

The Appletons 
Strand (W) 31 

Ted Weems Orc 

Gordon MacRae 


Powell 





} 
| Tylor 
| 


| Eddie 


|; Suga Cc 
} Buddy 


|} George 





Oriental (1) 30 
Andy Russell 
Martha Tilton 
Dick Wesson 
Marge & Barr 
Gus Arnheim Orc 

COLUMBUS 

Palace (R) 3-5 
Glenn Miller Orc 
Thorne 
& “Robert: 
Bartell 
HARTFORD 
State (I) 31-3 
Robinson 
Morrow Ore 
cy Reeves ° 
R & M Carnevale 
MIAMI 

Olympia (P) 29 
Krick & Bodo 
Guest 
Hal Winters 
J Seiler 
Dolinoff & Raye §S 

NEWARK 

Adams (1) 30 
Krupa Ore 
Francis Craig 
Joey Bishop 
Jane Wynn 

PATERSON 


Gene 


Morey Amsterdam Majestic (1) 30-2 
The Glenns Catherine Harris 
BRONX Ted Lester 

Windsor (1) 31-2 R & I Drake 
Buddy Walker Milton Douglas 

Eddie Jack & Betty | The Herzogs 

Bob Douglas 3-5 

Gonzales Duo i The Ambassadors 

} Carleton & Dell | Sacre Coe 
BROOKLYN | Gordon's Dogs 

Flatbush (@) 31-2 | Stan Irwin 

Larry Daniels Nickoli, Paul 

4 Moroccans & Shari 





Unit Review 











Stars on Iee 
London, Oct. 23. 


Tom Arnold’s presentation of ice | 


revue in two parts (23 scenes). De- 
vised and produced by Gerald Palm- 
er. Features Daphne Walker, Eva 
Nykolova, 3 Rookies, Arthur Apfel, 
McKellen Bros., Adele Inge, Eddie 
Marcel, Maurice Barlow & Freddie 
Day, Bert Wright & Zena, The Lid- 
wells, Glen Goddard. Tony Somers, 
Jean Warren, Don Viveash & Harry 
Reddy, George Mansfield & Bernie 
Harris, Valerie Moon. At Stoll the- 
atre, London, Oct. 22, ’47. 


This second of Tom Arnold’s ice 
revues has everything—skill, life, 
color, comedy and talent plus. Un- 
like its predecessor which had a 
third of the show is straight vaude- 
vill intersecting the ice spectacle, 
this one runs entirely on skates with 
single of Bert Wright and Zena, 
which made a break in the second 
half with their acrobatic-juggling 
turn. 

Daphne Walker succeeds Cecilia 
Colledge as the stellar attraction. 
She gives some swift varied exhibi- 
tion numbers and her comely gaiety 
makes her a pleasing personality. 

Newcomer to English audiences 
is Adele Inge from the U. S. who 
scored in intricate figures and novel 
acrobatic stunts. Next in popularity 
on the- femmes is Eva Nykolova, 
champion of Czecho-Slovakia who 
in a Scottish set does a nimble 
sword dance. 

Three Rookies, making their Lon- 
don debut, provide plenty of slap- 
stick comedy es do the McKellgm 
brothers with a clever football coach 
routine that gets pkenty laughs. 
Maurice Barlow, on stilts is equally 
popular, also the Lidwells in amus- 
ing drunk characters ending with 
trick cycle stunt. Arthur Apfel 
scores in a spinning top number. 
The highlight is a badminton match 
between English George Mansfield 
and U. S. rep. Bernie Harris, who 
give an. exciting contest of three 
games including many = slithering 
falls and expert skill, with the Brit- 
ish champ scoring the deciding 
match, . 

The many lovely sets range from 
Old Spain to London Town in 1815, 
with the Thames frozen and the 
colorful Regency” period gowns float- 
ing gracefully, culminating in artis- 
tic snowstorm. 

A ballet of the elements to the 
music of Grieg and Sibelius sets off 
Daphne .Walker’s charm as _ the 
Spirit of Spring and the entire com- 
pany give competent ~~ par- 
ticularly in a “Blue of the Night” 
vision set to Gershwin’s “Rhapsody 
in Blue.” 

Young starlets given opportunity 
to develop their own routine give 
a snappy trio execution of “Jive in 
a Dive” winning generous acclaim. 

Eddie Marcel is a humorous com-, 
pere, and Bert Wright & Zena click 
in the solitary skateless veude act. 
Don Viveash and Harry Reddy race 
round breathlessly in a fine exhibi- 
tion of controlled speed. 

Appreciative first-night audience 
greeted show with enthusiasm and 
undoubtedly this presentation will 
equal the popularity of the previous 
Ice Revue and statisfy Stoll theatre 
patrons for months to come, ° 

Clem, 





Claude Thornhill orchestra is set | 
for the Cincinnati debs grand ball | 
Dec. 22 and the Memphis Holiday | 
Debutante Club’s big shindig at the 
Memphis Country Club Dec. 23. 
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Harris & Allen 

Alma Kaye 

Hicks & Berry 
QUEENS 

Jamaica (1) 29-1 

Coral Colliano 3 

(eight to fill) 


AKRON 
Palace (1) 30-2 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 

| Emerald Sis 

Prof Backwards 

Town Criers 
BALTIMORE 

Hippodrome (1) 1 

Burns 2 Evelyn 

Joey Rardin 

Martin Bros 

Vie Damone 


State (1) 30-1 
The Claytons 
| Sid Krofft 
Fred Lightner 
Julie & pigeses 
Lane & Small 
Ann Beebe 
Sid Stone Co 
Roberta's Circus 
BOSTON 
Boston {R) 30 
Joey Adams 
The Juvellys 
Georgia Gibbs 
{two to fill) 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 30-2 
The Rumonds 
Kate Muriah 
The Youmans 
Ross & Stone 
Coco, Steve & Eddy 
CHICAGO 
Chicage (P) 31 
Truth Consequences 


Cilla’s Dogs 
Hooper Sis 
Pim & Win 
Les Storks 
CHISWICK 
Empire (1) 27 
Arthur “Askey 
Eddie Gray 
Barna & Brook 
Elsie Percival 
Nor Kiddie 
Doyle Kids 
Cleef & Moroney 
Mills Sis & Michael 
LEICESTER 
Palace (1) 27 
Tgnorance Is Bliss 
Alys 
Pam & Jill 
Randa & Vickie 
Cawalini & 


PHILADELPHIA 

Carman (I) 30) 
Juanita Skate Cps 
A & J Johnston 


| Mary Mon Toy 


| 


} 
| 


| Ray 


Lew Nelson 
PROVIDENCE 
Capitol (1) 29 

Gary Morton 

} Extremes 

The Day Dreamers 

Jordon & Parvis 

Billy Romano ; 

READING 
Rajah (1) 30-1 

Anthony Ore 
tobert Sis & White 

Barr & Estes 

The Pitchmen 

ROCKFORD 
Palace (I) 31 

Clemens, 
Bellings Co 

3 Harmoninotes 

Connie Stevens 

Bozo Harrell Co 

Paul Walker Ore 

fone to fill) 

SAN FRANCISCO 

Gelden Gate (R) 29 

M Valdes Ore 

Nonehalants 

Renee DeMarco 

Clifford Guest 
SPRINGFIELD 

Court Sq (1) 30-2 

Jerry Coe 

Eugenie Baird 

Bob Sydney 

Ade Duval Co 

B Well & 4 Fays~ 

Pedro & Durand 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 30 

Johnson & Owen 

Bunin Puppets 








Artie Dann 


Ralph Edwards A Murray Ders 
BRITAIN 

CARDIFF | Canine Com(‘dia’s 
New Theatre (1) 27 | Jimmie Robbins 
Monte Ray Terry O'Neill 
Scott Sanders Ronne Conn 
O'Brien & Brooklyn MANCHESTER 
Donald B Stuart Hippodrome (I) 27 


Venus Keeps Date 
Gaston & Andree 
Charlie Wood 
Frankie Higgins 
De Vere Dancers 
Nat Jackley 
Those Were Days 
Arthur Seott 
Jim Jessiman Co 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Empire (1) 27 
Country Cousins 
Lester & Hayseeds 
Marie Lawton 
Chris Sands 
Bijou & Freda 
B K Marion & Co 
woop GREEN 
Empire (1) 27 
Ola Mother Riley 
& Daughter Kitty 








Cabaret Bills 








Bagatelle 
Dorothy Ross 

Blue Angel 
Alice Pearce 
Mare Lawrence 
Amanda Lane 
3 Flames 
George Hauer 
Ellis Laikin 3 

Belmont-Plaza 
Russell Swann 
Bob Dixon 
Taylor Line 
Dacita Ore 
Eddie Stone Ore 

Kuban Bleu 
George Kreisiler 
Maxine Sullivan 
Jean Palmer 
Paul Villard 
Bill Dillard 
Normann Paris 2 
Wally Blacker 





NEW YORK CITY 


Cafe Society 
(Dewntown) 
Stanley Prager 


| Dorothy Jarnac 


| Hope 


| 





Foye 
Nellie Lutcher 
Dave Martin Ore 
Cafe Society Uptn 
Jimmy Savo 
Abbey Albert Ore 
Carnival 
Ray Bolger 
Beatrice Kraft 
Kaye Ballard 
Wiere Bros 


|} Yvonne Adair 


| Paul 


} 
| 
} 


|Minge & 


Gavotte 


Reid Ore 
China Doll 
Ling 
Wong Sis 
Laurie Long 
Beatrice Fung Oye 


ft Curbello Ore 
Jack Prase Ore 
Copacabana 
Joe E Lewis 
Jet MacDonald 
Mario & Floria 
Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando Alvarez O 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Ross & La Pierre 
sir 
Herman HUyde 
‘Turner Twins 
Rosebuds 
|} Billy Banks 
} fables Davis 
| Renald & Rudy 
jack Mathers 
Noble Ore 
Syd Strange Ore 
El Chico 
Rosita Rios 
Pilar Gomez 
Barreira & 
Margarita 
Los Shamulos 
Los Cabelleros 
Enrique Aragon O 
Greenwich Vil. Inn 
Jackie Phillips 
Jerry Cooper 
Shirley Allen 
Ned Harvey Ore 
Sonny Roberts O 
Harem 
Jack Cole Ders 
Moore & 
Lucille 
Lee 
Nevada Smith 
Fausto Curbello O 
Art Roman O 
Hotel Edison 
Gay Claridge Ore 
No 1 Fkifth Ave 
| Louise Howard 
| Nype & Cole 
| Hazel Webster 
| Downey & Fonville 
| 





Sissle 





Highlights 
Hotel Biltmore 
Lanny Ross 
| Pat Whitney 
| Mark David 
Sonny Weldon O 
Stevhen Kisley O 
Hotel Lexington 
Alomas Hawaiians 
Havana-Madrid 
Noro Morales Ore 
Alverez Mora 
Darnell Bros 
Corday & Triano 
Sacasas Ore 
Iceland 
Rose Ellin 
Lynn Allison 
Tiny Clark . 
Lou Menschel 
Martin Line 
Frankie Frissaura 
Blimpy Blank Orc 
La Martinique 
Franklin Twins 








Old Roumanian 

Sadie Banks 

Lou Seiler 

Althea 

Joey Dean 

Joe LaPorte Ore 

D’Aquila Ore 
Essex House 

Richard Himber O 

Hotel New Yorker 

Sammy Kaye Orc 

Hotel 


Claude 


Pennsylvania 
Thornhill O 
Hotel Pierre 
Walton & O'Rourke 
McLerie & Butler 
Chas Reader Ore 

Van Smith Ore 


Hotel Plaza 
M & G Cha¥v.pion 
Liberace 
Joel Herron Ore 


Hotel Roosevelt 

Guy Lombardo O 
Hotel St Moritz 
Edo Lubich Ore 


Latin Quarter 
Willie Howard 
Al Kelly 
Mazzone-Abbott D's 
Stuart Morgan Ders 
Gloria Le Roy 
Emile Boreo 
Piroska 
\Miriam Gwynne 
Bon Vivants 
Vincent Travers O 
Riviera 
Jackie Gleason 
Larry Marvin 
Tony Bavaar 
Catalino Ore 
Hotel St Regis 
Beryl Davis 
Milt Shaw 
Laszla & Pepito 
Maria Morales 
Darling & Jones 
Paul Sparr Ore 
J Guarneri 3 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 
Spivy’s 
Spivy 
Shiela Barrett 
Versailles 
Dwight Fiske 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 


Village Barn 
Nancy & Michael 
Gerald Griffin Jr 
Ranch Ore 
Village Vanguard 
Chippy Hill 
Jay Marshall 
Jerry Reed 
Don Frye 

Waldort- Astoria 





Jean Sablon 
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| Currentiy 
| MT. ROYAL HOTEL 
MONTREAL 

Dir.: MAX TISHMAN 


1674 Broadway, New York 


HIS GANG 








Anne Francine 
Erwin Kent Ore 
Maya Ore 
Nicola Mathey Ore 
Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Art Waner Ore 
Shirley Powell 
S & S Artnurs 
Pegey McCue 
Dick Bain 
Laverne & Jon 
Faye & Andre 
Shepard Line 


Chez Paree 
Mitzi Green 
Jackie Miles 
Marty Gould Ore 
Bobby Clark 
Jack Nelson 
Don Chiesta 
Chez Adorables (10) 
Toy & Wing 
‘Hotel Blackstone 
Jervy Lester 
Ray Morten Ore 
Notel Bismark 
Fred Harris, Donna 
& Anneite 
Rudenko Bros (2) 
Renro Delson O 
The Stewarts (4) 
Helsings 
Lionel Prouting O 
Raiph Cooke 
Marvin Himmel 
Susan King 
Adrian Lorraine 
H Edgewater Beach 
R Heatherten Ore 











— 
Ce nS 





Nat Brandwynne QO 
Misha Borr Ore 
Wivel 
Bob Lee 
Kay Carole 
Brynne Lorey 
Janie Seott 
Danny White 
Zimmerman’s 
Paul Smith 
Janezi Makula 
Zsiga Bela 
Paulens 
Doris Haywood 
Gene Kardos QO 


CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Gene Sheldon 
Sherman Hayes O | Andre & Kelphine 
Vera Love Marian Fedele 
Bob Karl Song Stylists (4) 


D Hild Daners (12) 
Patti Chapman 
Hotel Sherman 
Carl Marx 
Jack Qwens 
Kddie Hubbard 
Jose Melis 
Jean Wiliams 
Latin Quarter 
Phil Foster 
Latin Lovelies (12) 
Buddy Shaw Ore 
Day, Dawn & Dusk 
Lick’ Hyde 
Palmer House 
Griff Williams Ore 
Florence Desmond 
Artino & Counsuelo 
Ray Malone 
Hevard De Courcy 
Hotel Stevens 
Orin Tucker Ore 
Prof Lamberti 
Mareella Gould 
E & J Slack 
Sensationalists 
Scotee Marsh 
Boulevar-dears 


(3) 





Chi Cafe 


bistro stickups 
sweeping 


300. 


Held Up 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 
Chicago last week got a taste of 
that 
the midwest when the 
Tradewinds Cafe was robbed of $5,- 


have been 


Three armed youths entered by @ 
side door and forced six employees 
to lay on the floor, while they took 
the money from two cashiers. 








Teatral.” 


Xavier Cugat plays Nov. 2 at the 
St. Nicholas Arena, New York, in a 
concert and dance promoted by the 
Spanish theatrical sheet, “Revista 
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Strand, N. Y. 

Ted Weems Orch (15) with 
Shirley Richards and Elmo Tanner; 
Morey Amsterdam, Gordon MacRae, 
The Glenns (3); ‘That Hagan Girl” 
(WB), reviewed in Variety, Oct. 22. 





Strand’s current presentation is 
one of those rare layouts in which 
every item clicks — 60 minutes of 
solid, sustained entertainment. Pri- 
marily, the payoff stems from the 
triple parlay of Ted Weems’ orch, 
the uninhibited Morey Amsterdam 
an? Gordon MacRae’s baritone. 

It’ll always remain one of those 
unfathomable showbiz enigmas how 
a band of Ted Weems’ caliber could 
have fallen into comparative oblivi- 
on for so many years vu... faake 
a comeback on the sensational but 


chance popularity of the “Heart- 
aches” disk (which, incidentally, 
earned Weems not a cent, since he 


previously sold the rights). 
gregation 
band. Besides comprising  firstrate 
sidemen who dish up highly palata- 
ble melodic rhythms on the sweet 
side, this crew carries no less than 
five crack vocalists who, among 
themselves, could suffice as a one- 
act show. 

As a result, orch gives a heavy 
accent to warbling in all styles, 
comedy, scat and straight, with a 
brace of whistling from Elmo Tan- 
ner. Opens with “A Little Spanish 
Town,” featuring the sax player at 
the ‘mike. Standout bit is furnished 
by guitarist Glenn West, who does 
renditions of “Huggin’ and A-Chalk- 


This ag- 


in’” and “Cecelia.” Midway in the 
show, the rotund bass man, Billy 
Blair, delivers three scat numbers 


with pantomimic assists good for 
plenty of laughs. Orch then segues 
into “Heartaches,” with muted brass 
and Tanner whistling the chorus. 
Femme vocalist with the band, Shir- 
ley Richards, also registers effec- 
tively with a novelty tune, “I Won- 
der Where That Man of Mine Has 
Went,” and a Betty Hutton takeoff 
on “Doin’ It the Hard Way.” Orch 
brings down curtain with a clever 
interpretation by Tanner of “The 
Mertins and The Coys” with the 
action flashed on the screen. 
Amsterdam kills ’em. For 15 min- 


utes he lets out with a patterful of 


gaze that, as the radio measurement 
oys would put it, has one of the 
highest laugh-per-second levels in 
the business. Amsterdam is a one- 
man “Can You Top This” act, rolling 
them off the top of his noggin with 


consummate ease, For a comic, he 
sometimes goes out on the far end 
His pokes at 
Senator Robert Taft, President Tru- 
man and daughter Margaret have a 
sharp edge that might conceivably 
Amsterdam 


of a political limb. 


bring some squawks. 


is a natural as a stage | 


and “Please Take Me Home” at her 
hands are socko, . : 

Arnaz, assisted by Dulcina, re- 
peats the smash hit he scored here 
before as he contrasts the rhumba 
and jitterburg terpsichore during 
the spoofing “North America Take 
It Away.” Pat Henning is_ using 
| much the same material that he has 
idisplayed here before, but the 
clowning, gags, patter, business and 
comedy impressions don’t grow any 
less screamingly funny through 
repetition and, as always, he stops 
the show. a 

The whirlwind finale, “Babalu, 
finds Arnaz apd the musicians 
thumping away for dear life on the 
conga drums for an exciting finish 
to a continuously lively and divert- 
ing show. House well filled for first 
afternoon performance sear day. | 

ees. 





Apollo, N. Y. 
Cat Anderson Orch (12), 





Ladd 
| Lyon 
Bubbles, Davey Green, Dee 
Brown, Marcellus Wilson; “The Pre- 
(Rep). 


| tender” 
| Cat Anderson’s bouncy combo, 
Ella Fitzgerald, sepia songstress, and 
Buck and Bubbles, funstering hoof- 
ers, spark the current laycut at the 
Apollo, N. Y. Anderson and Miss 
Fitzgerald are repeaters, having 
played the Harlem showcase several 
months ago. Buck and Bubbles 
haven’t played house in four years. 
However, its a solid triumvirate 
which keeps things moving at a 
swift, satisfying pace to keep the 
payees interested all the way. 
Anderson’s combo, comprising 
three rhythms, five saxes, two trom- 
bones and two trumpets (including 
the maestro), gives out solidly with 
bouncy tunes, plenty loud and brassy. 
And that’s what they go for here. 
Band tees off with a sizzier, “Oh 
Boy” to set things for Davey Green’s 
neat tenoring of “Danny Boy” and 
then take over for hep version of 
“Swinging the Cat.” Dee Dee 
Brown, male dancer, follows with 
clever tapstering, topped by upside 
down dance on special apparatus, 
which has hoofer balancing on rope 
and pounding out cleats. It’s an ef- 
fective novelty that wins apprecia- 
tion. 

Ladd Lyon, only offay act on bill, 
seores with his neat balancing 
atop tables, chairs and bottle-tops. 
Then brings up a Negro stooge for 
more clown balancing for plenty 
laughs. Off to solid returns. 

Band takes over again for pop 
medley arid pulls all the stops on 
“Cat’s Boogie” as a prelude to Buck 
and Bubbles turn. Latter slays them 
with their comedics, hoofery, piano- 
ing and vocals. Lads come on to 





|ny’s choral ensemble of 50 mixed 


(3), Ella Fitzgerald, Buck & | 
Dee | 













apparently works without much of 
an established routine, depending 
mostly on his rich larder of gags. 
Some of his stuff is too blue for 
family houses, and one nasty ‘swipe 
at the ushers could be easily elimi- 
nted. He also sings, but only -to 
laose into a double-talk routine that 
acts as a springboard for another 
series of quips. He could, and prob- 
ably would, stay on indefinitely if 
the management would let him. 
MacRae’s warbling marks him as 
a surefire bet for the magic circle 
of the country’s toprung crooners 
(New Acts). In the opening spot, 
the Glenns, comprising two guys and 
a gal, register strongly with a well- 
paced acro-dancing routine. Herm. 


heftier salvos. 





Radio City, Mpls. 

. Minneapolis, Oct. 28. 
_Desi Arnaz Orch (18) with Dul- 
cina, Jack Parker, Marion Hutton, 
Pat Henning; “Merton of the Mov- 
ies” (M-G). 





This theatre does itself proud cur- 
rently. For solid entertainment the 
present stage layout, with the mag- 
netic, talented Desi Anraz and his 
excellent band, ace singer Marion 
Hutton, funny Pat Henning and 
clever Jack Parker, takes its place 
among the best presentations the 
town has had. in some time. 

Arnaz’s own varied talents blos- 
som forth in his busy role of con- 
ductor, emcee, singer, comedian and 
dancer to dominate and sparkle the 
proceedings. With its five brass, four 
Saxes, five rhythm, including mar- 
racas and bongoes, and three strings, 
his band seems expertly fashioned to 
dispense the pop swing stuff as well 
as authentic Latin-American music. 
Its melodic emanations never fail to 
be car-intruiging. They’ve never too 
brassy or too loud and the marracas 
and bongoes give them a distinctive 
flavor. ‘ 

“The Continental” is right in the 
band’s groove as a starter. Then the 
colorful, lively Dulcina wiggles her 
way through two Spanish numbers, 
Mama Yo Quiero” anl “Say, Si Si.” 

Arnaz, whose dry humor spice his 
running fire of comment during the 
show, has an amusing comedy inter- 
lude with a stooge before Jack 
Parker, one of the best jugglers of 
Indian clubs and balls ever to hit 
these parts, goes through his routine 
of unsual and difficult stunts. 


“Talaguera” is featured by the 
p:-nist’s soloing and shows the band 
off to the best advantage of any of 
its numbers, reaching a near-sym- 
phonic high. Marion Hutton, songs- 
tress par-excellent, puts over fa- 
Miliar numbers’ with individual 
comedic touches and rare skill and 
“It’s a Great Day,” “My Brooklyn 


good reception and close to even 
Miss Fitzgerald also 
clicks in: her song stanza, of which 
they couldn’t seem to get enough. 
Introing with a pair’of her record- 
ings, “Beginning to See the Light” 
and “Stairway to the Stars,” which 
sets. her neatly, she counters with 
“Oop Papa Bow” and “Lady Be 
Goed,” with comedy assist from 
Buck and Bubbles on the latter, 
worked up for a-sock finale. Marcel- 
lus Wilson emcees bill in satisfac- 
tory manner. Edba. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, Oct. .24. 
Tommy Dix, Radio Rogues, Eddy 
Manson with Margery Welles, Frank 
Tucker & Gloria, Lott & Joe Anders, 
Les Rhode House Orch; “Desert 
Fury” (Par). 





Brisk pace-maintained by layout 
here this week, with healthy recep- 
tion. 

Add Tommy Dix to the group of 
vauders who play this house regu- 


time out. Diminutive baritone re- 
tains that boyish appeal and assort- 
ment of full voiced arrangements of 
the pops, semi-classics and musical 
comedy hits. Blending includes “Ol’ 
Debbil Moon,” “Lord’s Prayer” and 
his theme “Buckle Down, Winsocki” 
for the highlights. Paces nicely to 
rate topliner spot. 


Another familiar turn here are the 
Radio Rogues with their assortment 
of vocal mimicry. Carbons include 
FDR, Jolson, Sinatra, Ink Spots, 
Lorre and others with a nostalgic 
parade of voices of yesteryear, such 
as Graham McNamee, Ben Bernie 
and Russ Columbo to add extra flip 
to their palm rousing canto. 


New here, but one of the better 
acts of the kind to play the house, 
is Eddy Manson, harmonica virtuoso. 
Accomped by Margery Welles at the 
piano he turns in an _ intelligently 
balanced session. Stuff ranges from 
classics to blues, with technique 
fully displayed in such compositions 
as “Rumanian Rhapsody” and 
“Powerhouse.” Aud receptivity con- 
stant throughout. 

Pace setters Lott and Joe Anders 
serve up neatly contrived bike and 
juggling turn. Garner gasps and 
warm up things in zingy fashion. 
Show bracketers are Fred Tucker 
and Gloria. Eccentric hoofery gets 
fair measure of giggles, but added 
patter by the male doesn’t quite 
come off. Overall, earn the palming 
they rate, but effect comedic wise 
would be more certain with elimina- 
tion of some of the heavier gags. 


Les Rhode and house orch back- 
ground in smooth, competent style. 


larly and set themselves solidly each | 


Roxy, N. Y. 
Veloz & Yolanda, Sid Caesar, H. 
Leopold Spitalny’s Choral Ensemble 
with Jeanne Park, Roxyettes, Paul 
Ash Orch; “Forever Amber” (20th), 
reviewed in Variety, Oct. 15, °47. 





Paired with 20th-Fox’s Technicol- 
or 140-minute film, “Forever Am- 
ber,” Roxy bill currently is a tight 
and tasteful layout that’s nicely con- 
trasted to the film fare. Show is 
brief but solid entries in the terping, 
comedy and choral departments 
make for balance and adequate full- 
ness. 

For spectacle, show opens with a 
massive, colorful routine featuring 
the Roxyette precision corps garbed 
in Scotch plaids against a raised 
platform holding H. Leopold Spital- 


voices. Group, with operatic § so- 
prano Jeanne Park in~solo spot, de- 
livers two sock arrangements of a 
couple of Scottish airs, “Coming 
Through the Rye” and “Annie Lau- 
rie.” As space-saving gimmick to 
| make room for both the chorus and 
dancers, Paul Ash’s house orch has 
been moved onto a side extension 
of the stage, effectively adding a 
sense of breadth to the spectacle. 

Sid Caesar, young nitery and 
vaude comic who clicked heavily on 
his last date at this house, returns 
with a new set of routines that 
equally set the customers in happy 


mood. Rigged with his laryngal 
sound effects, Caesar does two 
clever takeoffs on film subjects. 


First, in German dialect, is a traves- 
ty on the psychological pix cycle, 
which he handles in broad, though 
not corny style. Windup piece is his 
version of a gangster film trailer 
which, in about five minutes, man- 
ages to sock every cliche in the book 
right on the nose. Time pressure 
permits no encore despite heavy 
mitting. 

Veloz and Yolanda, in closing spot, 
flash the same brand of superlative 
hoofing that’s put them among the 
top ballroom teams in the business. 
Their routines have that extra touch 
of class, sense of timing, versatility 
and grace that distinguishes big- 
timers from the second-raters. Stint 
includes a traditional ballroomology 
item, a humorous jive version of an 
old-fashioned minuet and, bringing 
down the curtain with an assist from 
the Roxyettes, a swirling waltz to 
“The Blue Danube.” . Herm. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Oct. 24. 

The Appletons (3), Jack Powell, 
Leslie & Carroll, Henny Youngman; 
“This Time for Keeps” (M-G). 
Lineup at Capitol this week is 
hardly All-American, but moves 
along at a steady clip with enough 
variety and appeal to add up to 
pleasant entertainment, 
Headliner is Henny Youngman. 
whose volley of gags is fast and 
funny. On the whole they register, 
except when he gets too Broadway 
for this type audience, and running 
accompaniment. of chuckles suddenly 
halts. Comic varies his patter with 
his familiar song and fiddling 
routine. Acts as his own stooge part 
of the time, kidding himself and 
cheering himself along. This seems 
to click best with the customers. 
Comic is plenty hep, yet fell short 
of getting all-out audience response 
at show caught. 
Jack Powell, blackface comedy 
drummer, clicks in a 10 minute solo 
during which he beats everything in 
sight. Has orch background part of 
te time, but ety depends on his 
own rhythm with the sticks, a naive 
expression of delight, and lots of 
motion. Uses his drums in first part 
of act, then shoves them aside and 
turns the stage into his instrument, 
using floor, a chair, orch pit and 
even sole of his shoe. Gets lion’s 
share of mitting. ‘ 

Leslie & Carroll do a conventional 
Broadway hit tune stint. Team sing 
their numbers straight, with some 
boy-and-girl biz for effect. They 
stick to sentimental pop tunes, with 
the emphasis on Victor Herbert. 
Best bet, however, is final George M. 
Cohan medley. 

Show tees off with the Appletons, 
novelty terp act several notches 
above average curffin raisers. Trio 
of terpers—two girls and man—do an 
acro-comedy version of apache rou- 
tine. Terping is not first rate, but 
act is novel and gets laughs.Lowe. 


RKO, Bosten 
Boston, Oct. 24. 
Alan Carney, Hal LeRoy, Ray 
Dorey, Jean Darling, Pansy the 
horse, Rigoletto Bros., Aimee Sis- 
terss “Singapore” (U-1). 





Not up to the RKO’s usual stand- 
ards—and the fourth in a row for 
this band house — current routine 
fails to jell into a strong enough 
bill to bring in biz with a holdover 
pic. Result is very offish biz except 
on weekend. 

Bill leads off with the Rigoletto 
brothers and Aimee sisters in a nov- 
elty juggling act offering magic and 
some hell ringing as well. Jean 
Darling, last here in “Carousel,” 
warbles a medley from that opus 
plus “Temptation” and “Jealousy,” 
most of them in a fairly serious 
style, and fails to register as strong- 
ly as she should because the songs 
she does don’t display her at her 
best. Needs a less formal approach 
for this house. 


former, does well with a long ses- 
sion of taps, chatter and novel 

stuff, and Ray Dorey, a local prod- 
uct, debuts as a vaude singer with 
a list of his Majestic recordings, 
including “Mam’selle,” “Freedom 
Train,” “And Mimi,” etc., and does 
very well. (See New Acts.) Alan 
Carney, in the ace spot, provides 
the real wow of the show with a 
routine of imitations of Robinson, 
Barrymore, Laughton, Beery, etc., 
winding up with sock soap box ora- 
tion. Leaves the otherwise so-so 
show on the upbeat. Elie. 


State, N. Y. 


Rose Marie, Pitchmen, Adam & 
Jayne Di Gatano, Jay Marshall, 3 
Dunhills, Gaynor & Ross, Louis Basil 
House Orch; “Down to Earth” (Col). 





The prime collection of talent on 
the current State show constitutes 
one of the strongest programs that 
this house has had in some time. 
Sidney Piermont’s exhibit has pace, 
variety, polish and roughhouse, to 
achieve an all-around state of ex- 
cellence. 

In a bill of this type, there’s no 
outstanding performance, but sur- 
prises are frequently registered. 
Major surprise here is the effieacy 
of Jay Marshall’s literate magico act 
upon the audience. Marshall, who’s 
been travelling between the Blue 
Angel and Village Vanguard (in fact 
he’s doubling between the State and 
the latter spot), has been confined 
mainly to intime cubicles, and here- 
tofore hasn't been showing his stuff 
around New York in the larger 
theatres. He proves that his smart 
line of chatter and incidental line 
of tricks are extremely potent, and 
it’s likely that he’ll be a regular in 
vauderies from here on in. 

The opening session with Gaynor 
and Ross provides a fast warmup 
with a smoothly executed selection 
of tricks while the same vein is con- 
tinued by the Three Dunhills, a 
hard working tap-trio with pic- 
turesque routines. The terpers get 
by on design of taps rather than any 
outstanding tricks. 


Name draw of the layout is Rose 
Marie, the former moppet chirper, 
who’s been a major click since reach- 
ing adult status, While she goes over 
with her straight numbers, the 
comedic tunes get the strongest 
hands. After impression of Durante 
and her Italo-English- version of 
“C’ne Lune” caused enough excite- 
ment to necessitate a begoff speech. 


Roughhouse is supplied by the 
Pitchmen with Allan Parado at the 
piano. Their imitations of various 
band instruments is done via a ka- 
zoo-like instrument. Legend goes 


that they did this same act while 
selling these gadgets at the N. Y. 
Worlds Fair and their agent was 
astute enough to see its vaude pos- 
sibilities. The same line of enter- 
tainment now pays off immeasur- 
ably more coin-wise as well as ap- 
plause returns. 


Closer is by the Adam and Jayne 
Di Gatano, a smart ballroom twain 
who show smooth and flowing rou- 
tines punctuated with good lifts and 
spins. Despite their position at the 
end of the bill, excellence of their 
turn is attested by the fact that they 
completely hold their audience in 
this precarious spot, even to the ex- 
tent of being able to do an encore. 
The Louis Basi! house orch adds 
a fillup at the beginning with the 
rendition of “Near You,” with the 
band saxist doing the vocal. It 
would have been better if the singer 
had memorized the lyrics before 
going on. Jose. 


National. L’ ville 
Louisville, Oct. 24. 
Max Baer & Slapsie Maxie Rosen- 
bloom, .Prof. Backwards, Anne Rus- 
sell, Floria Vestoff, Martin & Floranz; 
“Philo Vance’s Gamble” (PRC). 





Business is on the light side this 
week, with Max Baer and Maxie 
Rosenbloom names having little ap- 
peal to local patrons. Their turn 
went over feebly at show caught 
Friday (24), with the house about 
two-thirds full. Two ex-heavys 
make a neat appearance, and have 
a bright line of clowning and paro- 
dies, but at this session Baer was 
suffering from a heavy cold and had 
to turn over the bulk of the comedy 
endeavors to Rosenbloom. Used 
much of their nightclub material, 
which was a trifle off-color for fam- 
ily audiences. Rosenbloom’s: chatter 
was overlong, and could have been 
clipped for better results. 


Opener, Floria Vestoff, attractive 
tapster, does okay in her terp stanza 
to win nice response. 

Martin and Floranz, mixed team, 
please with some clever puppet 
manipulations. Work in black cos- 
tumes, with the spot on the mari- 
onets. They got over swell with 
the lively puppet impersonations of 
film stars, their. best a team of Mae 
West and Durante animations which 
earn neat applause. 


Prof. Backwards, back in town for 
his reverse spelling on a blackboard 
of multi-lettered words, a click as 
usual. Took considerably more time 
with a clever monologue of t6pical 
gags, which received a nice recep- 
tion, 











Love Song,” “Feudin’ and Fightin’” 


Lary. 


Hal LeRoy, always a staunch per- 


s e 9 
‘Rightist’ Gable 
Continued from page 1 


war years passed, Rightist Hun- 
garian administrations prohibited 
showings of American pix. After 
liberation “Boom Town” was re- 
vived and ran at some places for a 
few weeks in 1945. But since then 
‘no Gable pic has been shown, 


Some weeks ago ads appeared in 
papers on “Somewhere I'll Find 
You” (Metro). Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn. started record advertising 
campaign and prepared for a gala 
opening in Budapest's biggest house, 
the 2,500-seater Varosi Szinhaz, 
owned by the city. Opening was 
scheduled for Tuesday (14), 


Saturday (11) the Communist 
paper Szabadsag printed an article 
stating that Gable was the actor who 
testified against Shirley Temple, 
Katharine Hepburn and Edward G. 
Robinson before the House Commit- 
tee of Un-American Activities. Arti- 
cle further claimed that Gable took 
part in making anti-Soviet pictures, 
is an enemy of trade unions and is 
leader of the group which wants to 
chase Charles Chaplin out of the 
U. S. 

Hungarian Film Trade Union, the 
article continued, therefore decided 
to ban the appearance of Clark 
Gable pix from Hungarian screens. 
Chairman and secretary of union 
sent a protesting note to Communist 
minister of interior, Laszlo Rajk, 
saying that union “members would 
abandon their working places in 
those theatres wanting to screen pic- 
tures with actors serving “fascist, im- 
perialistic capitalism.” 

Sunday (12) small items appeared 
in two papers saying that Gable had 
joined the Friends of the Soviet 
Union in the U.S. The Communist 
paper claimed this was nothing but 
a “cheap MPEA trick.” Anyhow on 
Monday (13) Varosi Szinhaz adver- 
tised a new French pic instead. 





Rumania Bars Taylor 
Bucharest, Oct. 28. 

Repercussions from the Washing- 
ton -hearings of the House Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities 
threaten a_ban on American films 
throughout Rumania. Communist 
press particularly has urged a closed 
door in the future for all pictures 
in which Robert Taylor appears. 
Actor aroused the ire of local Red 
publications by testifying before the 
committee that he disapproved of 
Communists in Hollywood and also 
urged they be deported to Russia. 

Commenting upon Taylor's testi- 
mony, Rumania Libera editorialized 
that “elementary decency toward 
the sentiments of Rumanian public 
opinion would require an immediate 
prohibition on this actor’s films.” 
Paper also charged an imperialistic 
“fifth column” in the country I!s 
aided by American pictures. Films 
here have been distributed by the 
Motion Picture Export Assn. Two 
Metro imports, “National Velvet” 
and “Random Harvest,” were re- 
cently barred by the censor’s whims. 


10 Others Added 


In addition to the Taylor nix, the 
Rumanian government Monday 
(27) imposed an absolute ban on 
exhib of U. S. pix involving 10 
other stars, presumably because of 
testimony given last week in Wash- 
ington before the House Un-Ameri- 
can Committee. ‘ 

Outlawed are Barbara Stanwyck, 
Ginger Rogers, Sonja Henie, Greta 
Garbo, Clark Gable, Wallace Beery, 
Robert Montgomery, Adolphe Men- 
jou, George Murphy and Pat 


O’Brien. 









s 
Dizzy Dean 
Centinued from page 1 


can’t pronounce all the names in 
the Cleveland outfield!” 

Dean, who has a five-year con- 
tract at $25,000. a year as a radio 
baseball commentator, turned down 
the disk jockey job very flatly. i 
couldn't stand the strain,” he said, 
“of watching them Browns by day 
and then listening to Rooshian music 
at night.” 

Another of Dean’s radio troubles 
has been cleared up. The Missouri 
Teachers Ass'n. has abandoned its 
appeal to the FCC to get Dean 
thrown off the air. The teachers 
complained that Dean was having 
a bad effect on thousands of boy 
and girl listeners, causing the 
youngsters to. make unpardonable 
errors in speech. They said Dizzy 
Deanisms were creeping insidiously 
into the juvenile language. : 

His public answer to the teachers 
charges was this: “They’s a lot of 
people who don’t say ain’t who ain't 


a 





House orchestra gives show neat 
backing. Hold. 


eatin’.” 
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with music that was a London 
smash, expired Saturday (25) on 


Broadway at the Shubert, where it 
lasted less than a month. Business 
. for the show, which starred Cicely 
Courtneidge and possessed a line of 
English “lookers,” started mildly, 
then tapered, last week’s takings be- 
ing estimated at under $12,000, low- 
est gross for a N. Y. musical in years. 
Understood the N. Y. red for 
“Counter” is in excess of $60,000 
what with overseas transportation 
costs and operating lesses. 

Miss Courtneidge, however, has 
been signed for an Australian en- 
gagement in the revue, along with 
Thorley Walters, her juvenile lead. 
A couple of other cast-members 
may be inked, with balance of cast 
to be recruited Down Under. 


Dorothy Stewart, N. Y. rep for 
J. C. Williamson Theatres, who 
inked the deal, also bought the cos- 
tumes of the N. Y. production, which 
will be shipped abroad this week, 
Sets will be constructed in Sydney. 
Miss Courtneidge, who was signed 
for 26 weeks, with option of another 
26, will leave from the Coast Nov. 22 
by air for Australia, stopping off in 
Honolulu. 

The Arthur Macrae production as 
seen in Aussie will be the London 
version which ran two _ seasons, 
rather than the recent three-week 
version. British items pulled out of 
the N. Y. production will be put 
back, with Miss Courtneidge doing 
more of her own impersonations, as 
jn Lendon. Three sets will be used, 
as in the London version, instead of 
the single-set N. Y. edition. Aussie 
production will open at the Royal, 
Sydney, Dec. 20; will play Mel- 
bourne, probably Adelaide and Bris- 
bane, and definitely New Zealand. 


Miss Courtneidge is a big favorite 
Down Under because of her British 
films. She'll also do some radio 
work in Aussie in addition to her 
legiter. 


CONFUSION ARISES ON 
WING, ANTA ACTIVITIES 


American Theatre Wing is a little 
annoyed at confusion between some 
of its activities and those of other 
organizations. Most recent one in- 
volves the American National The- 
atre and Academy, which, like the 
Wing, has announced intention of 
running a school and providing en- 
tertainment in hospitals. 

The Wing once voted money to 
ANTA but otherwise there’s- no 
connection, except goodneighborli- 
ness, between the two organizations. 
Their functions are different. ANTA 
was reported to take over the United 
Theatrical War Activities Commit- 
tee, when, as a matter of fact, when 
the war ended the Wing absorbed 
the functions and personnel of 
UTWAC. Plays which UTWAC 
used to send to hospitals have been 
added to the Wing’s program. 

Wing, incidentally, is well started 
on a long-range program of activi- 
ties which are designed to cover a 
two-year period. 

Wing’s corps, which has been 
teaching new techniques of conduct- 











ing entertainment in neuro-psychi- 
atric hospitals, has won commenda- 
tion from the Army. Weekly serv- 
ice to vet hospitals is being handled 
by a committee headed by Esther 
Hawley, who has been occupied with 
that activity for four years. At the 
Peak around 1,200 entertainers 
weekly were assigned to veterans, 
most of whom are bedridden, and 


Currently 700 are appearing each 
week, 





Chi Theatres Bow 


To Musician Demands 
Chicago, Oct. 28. 
After meeting of the Chicago 
Federation of Musicians last week 
(23), when Chicago Civic Opera 
House and Civic theatre were placed 
©n the unfair list of Local 10 for 
refusal of the Civic theatre to hire 
eight musicians for legiter, “Late 
Christopher Bean,” management of 
both theatres reversed itself the fol- 
Owing day and put the eight men 
in the pit with salaries retroactive 
to Oct. 20. 
James Thompsen, president of the 
acker Corp., operator of the two 
theatres, agreed to extend provisions 


until Jan. 15, 1948, 


‘Counter’ Ends $60,000 in Red; 
Miss Courtneidge Pacted for Aussie 





“Inder the Counter,” English play+ 


Magyar Actors in Stew 
_ (Or Is It a Goulash?) 


A quarrel has been simmering 
since early summer within the Hun- 
garian actors union, little known on 
Broadway though it’s an affiliate of 
the Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America, the parent actors union. 
Union has between 50 and 60 mem- 
bers, and there are enough Hunga- 
rian-Americans in the U. S. to sup- 
port a tour of five or six weeks of 
one nighters. All the actors are 
otherwise employed during most of 
the year. 

One faction that the 
“opposition” ousted them from the 
union after “illegally” electing new 
officers. Equity was assigned 
the task of pacifying the for- 
eign-tongued combatants but it’s no 
dice as yet. wast week the factions 
argued it out for four hours at 
Equity, where Angus Duncan, as- 
sistant executive secretary, listened 
to loud-voiced testimony, an inter- 
preter being required at times. Ses- 
sion abruptly ended when one bat- 
tler had to catch a train for Phila- 
delphia to appear in a Hungarian 
performance. 


NW Coast Stands 


contends 





Northwest Coast stands are again 
complaining about the scarcity of 
road shows. but showmen there are 


awaits any attraction of merit. 

Houses in that section which usu- 
ally book pictures and stage plays 
are veering to vaudeville as a change 
of pace for patrons, and satisfactory 
results are reliably reported. North- 
western managers also are depend- 
ing upon concerts to a considerable 
extent, nearly every stand having at 
least two series of concert programs. 
Advance sales are exceptional. 

It is believed that if showmen can 
be assured of a fair number of legit 
bookings, inter-city subscriptions 
could be obtained which would 
guarantee substantial grosses. One 
name show that played the territory 
this fall was “I Remember Mama,” 
with Charlotte Greenwood, and it 
drew sensational business in Seattle 
and Portland. 

When more legiters will reach the 
northwest is problematic. There are 
33 attractions on tour currently but 
few are routed beyond the Rockies. 
Last year 41 tourers were trouping 
at this time but few reached the far 
west. 


PHILLY INQUIRER NETS 
356 ON FASHION SHOW 


Philadelphia, Oct. 28. 

The Philadelphia Inquirer took an 
expensive flier into show biz* last 
week with the presentation of a 
combination musical comedy and 
fashion show at the Locust. The 
show played to capacity houses for 
nine performances—five nights and 
four matinees with a net take of 
$35,000. Opening night’s receipts 
were $10,000 at a $7.80 top for the 
benefit of the Bryn Mawr Hospital 
Thrift Shop, pet charity for Philly’s 
blueblood Main Liners. 

Title of the production was “Cin- 
derella of Rittenhouse Square” and 
featured creations from New York’s 
most exclusive fashion salons. 

Book was by Cynthia Cabot, 
fashion editor of the Inquirer. 

Best job was the set designing by 
Albert Johnson. Music by Dr. Clay 








'A. Boland, who does tune chore for 
}annual Mask and Wig show of Uni- 
'versity of Pennsylvania, is just fair. 
| Orchestra was conducted in okay 
| fashion by Norman Black, musical 
director of Inquirer’s station WFIL. 
Staging was under -direction of 
Gluck-Sandor, with Eleanor Lam- 
bert acting as fashion selector. 








LEAVES LONDON ‘ANNIE’ 
Doris Fishwick, English legit- 
concert singer, who was in the Lon- 
| don cast of “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
| left show recentiy to come to Amer- 
| ica. 
Contralto plans to do some radio 


of a contract that expired Sept. 1, | work and possibly a musical com- 
edy here. 


Beef on Few Dates’ 


confident that profitable patronage | 
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Stimulate Jobs 


Six actors from Equity Coun- 
cil and six more from the mem- 
bership have been appointed to 
the recently -formed Economic 
Betterment Committee in Equity, 
to look into the unemployment 
situation among actors and sug- 
gest ideas for stimulating work 
a°.ivity. Six from Council are 
Al ne MacMahon, Philip Loeb, 
Kachleen O’Brien, Warren Cole- 
n.an, Jane Seymour, Margalo 
Gilmore; from membership, 
Blanche Yurka, Xenia Bank, 
George Keane, Neil Fitzgerald, 
Angus Duncan and Winston 
O'Keefe. 

O’Keefe, who is also exec di- 
rector of American Theatre 
Wing’s professional training pro- 
gram, is group’s temporary 
chairman. Group has held three 
meetings already, and under 
consideration is an extensive 
survey of theatrical work situa- 
tion by certified accountants. 


Party Dip Forces 
‘Our Lan’ Fold 


Vacillation of Broadway grosses 
for shows with theatre parties is 
shagply demonstrated in the case of 
“Our Lan’,” announced to close at 
the Royale next Saturday (1), after 
five varied weeks. 

For week ending Oct. 18 takings 
were $16,000, top gross for the 
mixed-cast drama, which originated 
in a downtown little theatre last 
spring and was snapped up by Ed- 
|die Dowling and Louis J. Singer. 
There were four sellout parties at 
$2,800 each, indicating how weak the 
draw was at boxoffice. Last week 
business dived to around $7,500, 
there having been only one party. 


For the current week it’s under- 
stood party deals assure a gross con- 
siderably higher than last week’s, 
but with few additional parties in 
sight the show management ordered 
“last 8 times” in its Monday (27) ads. 
Theodore Ward, who wrote the 
d a, is mulling a plan to take over 
the show, Singer agreeing to accept 
a percentage deal with the stipula- 
tion that he is not to be responsible 
for any losses. Dowling turned over 
the operation of “Lan’” to Singer 
after peeking at the skeptical no- 
tices. 

“How I Wonder” is another show 
dependent almost entirely on par- 
ties, and when those deals are over 
the play is slated to fold, tentative 
closing date being Nov. 22. One 
party agent, who put up $500 is ad- 
vance on her agreement for “Won- 
der,” refused to go through with the 
deal. Stated that she preferred to 
take the loss rather than face the 
squawks from the charity organiza- 
tion that was slated to sell tickets as 
a benefit. Understood that agents 
have received a flock of complaints 
from “clients” because of parties for 
mediocre shows, especially because 
of the excessive prices. 


Outside of actors’ salaries, the 
scenic studio and accéssory people, 
Ward was the only “Lan’” financial 
winner. National Theatre confer- 
ence granted him $1,000 and the The- 
atre Guild gave the author a $50 
scholarship, those rewards being in 
addition to royalties. Guild recom- 
mended the drama to its subscribers, 
which partly accounts for the vol- 
ume of theatre parties. 


NEW RAILROAD RULES 














New railroad regulations covering 
| baggagecars, which had been pend- 
| ing since early this year, are now in 
force, but only straight-play trans- 
| portation costs will be affected. 
There is an increase of 25% in the 
‘number of fares required by the 
roads in order to have the “free” 
baggagecars for shows. Attractions 
| with 25 or more persons will not be 
|affected but those with a smaller 
| personnel must purchase 25 firstclass 
| tickets or pay for 32% coach fares. 


Musicals usually have double the 
number of people than the new 
minimum requirement and use two 
or more cars. Where additional 
baggagecars are used, not covered 
by the fares paid, the tilt is 25% on 
a mileage basis. Because of mana- 
gerial protests the carriers did not 
get the okay on the new tariffs from 
the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion for around nine months. Rail- 
roads obtained the increases on the 
ground of increase cost of operation. 





SET ON BAGGAGECARS 


1,000 Actors in Current Shows 
Less Than 20%, of Equity Members 





N.Y. City Center Eyes 


Paul Moss, managing director of 
the N. Y. City Center, is dickering 
with Shepard Traube, producer of 
Patrick Hamilton’s “Angel Street” on 
Broadway in 1941, for the new pro- 
duction now set for a Coast run. 
Play has Gregory Peck and Laraine 
Day in the lead roles and has been 
set for fall run in Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, Seattle and Portland. 

Center has six weeks open, be- 
tween Jan. 5 and Feb. 25, to be filled, 
time before and subsequent being 
inked with music dates (opera, con- 
cert and ballet). Even at the $2.40 
top the Center sets for itself, the 
3,000-seater, Moss estimates, can 
gross $45,000 weekly with the Peck- 
Day “Angel,” enough to interest any 
producer or filmplayer. 


If pix commitments prevent, or 
other complications nix the project, 
Moss says he has other plays in 
mind, Or may even fun a pie on 
roadshow basis, as he did “Henry 
| V” last year. 


Group Meets On 
D.C. Segregation 


Joint committee of actors, man- 
agers and authors, assigned to con- 
sider audience segregation in Wash- 
ington, met for the first time last 


week. Equity, League of New York 
Theatres and Dramatists Guild were 
represented. 


No concrete plan that may lead to 
the elimination of Negro segrega- 
tion in the capital was mapped out 
but indications are that the problem 
will be put to the commissioners of 
the District of Columbia, who will be 
asked to adopt new color line regu- 
lations. Congressional legislation is 
also a possibility. 

When the League and Equity 
signed an extension of a basic agree- 
ment last summer, the managers 
agreed to support, morally and finan- 
cially, a corrective campaign pro- 
vided the actors association and the 
Guild would participate equally. 
Understood the League is committed 
to put $2,500 into the campaign, 
Equity and the Guild similarly con- 
tributing. 

Pact between the actors and man- 
agers stipulates that Equityites can 
refuse to appear at the National, 
Washington, after this season unless 
the house drops if$ policy of not 
admitting Negro patrons. Unless 
the situation is clarified there may 
be no legit shows at the National 
during 1948-49. 


Town Hall in Toledo 
Leased for Legit-Pix 


Toledo, Oct. 28. 

Town Hall theatre here has been 
leased from the Shuberts by a De- 
troit syndicate. It will operate as a 
combined legit and picture theatre. 
House opened the season Oct. 20-22 
with “State of the Union,” starring 
Kay Francis, and immediately after- 
ward began its film policy with 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” as opening bill. 
Legit shows will be offered when- 
ever possible, 

T. H. Enterprises, Inc., Toledo, is 
operating the house. Principals 
are James Nederlander, J. Richard 
Cooper and Paul Broder. Neder- 
‘lander has been manager of the 
Lafayette theatre, Detroit, since re- 
turning from service in the Army. 
During the war he was on the mana- 
gerial staff of “Winged Victory.” 


Mex. Stage’s ‘Ist Lady,’ 
75, in San Antonio Date 


San Antonio, Oct. 28. 
Virginia Fabregas, “the first lady 
of the Mexican stage,” despite her 
75 years, is appearing at the Tetro 
Nacional here this week together 
| with her company in “La Casa Ber- 
barda Aiba.” 

Variously 

















called the “Mexican 
more” she has been on the stage 53 
years. At the close of her lecal en- 


'gagement she will tour Argentine. 





Peck-Day-‘Angel St.’ 


Marie Dressler” and “Ethel Barry- | 


# Last January 1,700 players had 


stage jobs whereas currently around 

1,000 are in legit shows, or less than 
20% of Equity’s total membership, 
which is the reason why some of the 
leaders of the organization appear to 
be worried. 

Backwardness in production is the 
explanation, and although the num- 
ber of new shows is expected to 
perk, indications are that 1947-48 
| will not see as many legiters in stage 
|}action as last season, there being 
few productions in rehearsal. 

Equity’s membership has been 
constantly increasing and there is no 
| brake on applications, nor can there 
be unless new regulations are 
adopted to stiffen the qualifications. 
Through summer there was a stream 
of new members, nearly all being 
young players from summer stocks. 
During September alone 220 new- 
comers were “elected” by the coun- 
cil, for under the rules any appli- 
cant with a contract for a legit show 
is eligible for membership. 

The preponderant number of 
Equityites- not yet in shows does not 
mean that they are not earning 
money in the profession. Quite a 
percentage are in radio, a fair list 
in nightclubs and a growing group 
in eastern-made pictures. Film ac- 
tivity in and around the metropolis 
is most weleeme to New York actors, 
some of whom secure camera assign- 
ments without interference with 
radio or stage jobs. While there is 
a horde of actors looking for legit 
placements, some take part or full 
time store jobs, also doing modeling. 

As of early this week there was 
one additional straight play due this 
fall other than those which have 
opened, are in rehearsal or trying 
out prior to Broadway. There are 
more musicals than dramas and 
comedies in sight, which is not usual, 
but it indicates there are more jobs 
for the chorus than the principals. 

Broadway’s season up to October’s 
end is slightly ahead of last autumn 
|as to the number of new shows, 
‘numbering 20, compared to 18 a year 
|ago, but more revivals were then 
|} on, which accounts for all theatres 
having been occupied, a condition 
that is not current. However, this 
fall is definitely ahead in the num- 
ber of successes, which were tardy 
in arriving until after the fall of 
1946. Early last season also saw 
considerably more tryout flops, there 
being but four so far since Labor 
Day. 

Actors are restive while waiting 
for production.to step up, as shown 
by the number who flocked to regis- 
ter when Equity Library Theatre ace 
tivities were made definite last week, 
Within a few days over 1,000 signi- 
fied their intention of making such 
off-Broadway appearances, for which 
there is no_compensation. 


NEDERLANDER AGAIN 
TIFFING WITH ATAM 


David T. Nederlander, who op- 
erates the Lafayette, Detroit, is again 
tiffing with the agents and managers 
union as the result of his latest re- 


fusal to engage a union house man- 
‘ager. His son Jimmy, who joined 
i'the Assn. of Theatrical Agents and 
Managers after a controversy, had 
the post but quit after rowing with 
|the elder Nederlander; he took a 
job in Toledo. Senior declined to 
take on another localite and the 
union threatened to picket the the- 
'atre. 


That was the situation when “All 
Gaul Is Divided” arrived in Detroit 
‘last week to open its tryout, a three- 
week date. Nederlander told the 
show management’that he would not 
supply a house manager, and exam- 
ination of the booking contract 
| showed that provision for one had 
been deleted. Rather than enter into 
the argument, the show then as- 
sumed the cost of a house manager 
appointed by ATAM, salary being 
$135 per week. The United Booking 
Office arranged the date but it’s in- 
dicated that when the contract was 
'sent to Detroit for signaturing, the 
house-manager provision was 
stricken out, allegedly on the the-* 
atre’s typewriter, without the “Gaui” 
management noticing it. Arthur 
Warmus was named house manager 
by union. 














YMCA Clerk to Mgr. 
Albany, Oct. 28, 
Edward G. Harkness, YMCA clerk 
for 17 years, has been appointed 
house ‘manager for the Playhouse, 
‘opening in November. 
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Hurok 


In Wholesale Signings 
Of Continental Longhair Artists 





A sort of shuttle express of con- + 


cert artists here and abroad has been 
effected by impresario Sol Hurok, 
who returned recently from a two- 
month European trip. Hurok signed 
a half-dozen Continental attractions 
for the U. S. '48-’49 season and op- 
tioned several more, while at the 
same time setting up European dates 
for his American artists. 

Hurok pacted the Vienna Choir 
Boys, last heard here in 1938; the 
Trieste Trio, instrumentalists; Mari- 
amma, Spanish dancer, and her 
troupe of four; Lucia Turcano, Ital- 
jan soprano; Vasa Prihoda, Czech 
violinist. and Benedetti Michelap- 
geli, Italian pianist. He’s also ne- 
gotiating with the Polish Ensemble, 
group of opera singers and dancers; 
Ukrainian Bandura Band, 30 folk- 
singers, and the Stratford-on-Avon 
Shakespearean players. 

Hurok, at the same time, already 
has the U. S. violinist, Isaac Stern, 
booked all next summer through 
Europe; is negotiating to send Jan 
Peerce, Blanche Trebom and Patrice 
Munsell to the Paris Opera next 
June, and may send his Jaroff Don 
Cossack Chorus abroad. 

Sacha Guitry for U.S.? 


Two other interesting European 


Moiseivitch Due in U. S. 


Benno Moiseivitch, British pianist 
and Rachmaninoff interpreter, is due 
in the U. S. next week for a season 
of concertizing under National Con- 
cert & Artists Corp. auspices. 

In April the pianist will go to Aus- 
tralia for a summer season of con- 
certs for the J. & N. Tait manage- 
ment, stopping off in Honolulu for 
several performances. Nevin Tait 
set up the Aussie bookings recently 
in London, 


AGMA Mapping First 
Constitutional Conv.; 
Will Vote New Pact 


In .one of the most important 
moves of its existence, the Ameri- 
can Guild of Musical Artists has 
planned a constitutional convention 
—its first—for New York in January. 


Delegates will assemble to discuss 
and vote on a new constitution, to 
replace present outmoded, 10-year- 








prospects are set for America, al- | old pact, as well as to settle several 
aay vital matters. 


though only in the talking stage as 
yet. One is a proposition for Sacha 
Guitry to tour the U. S. in a play the | 
vet French actor-playwright has | 
written, “Dix Mots En.” QGuitry, 
now giving a series of eight lectures 
on his life, at the Salle Pleyel, hasn’t 
visited the U. S. in two decades. 
Hurok is also dickering with: Elsa 
Marlina, Venetian actress, to do an 
Ibsen repertoire here. 

He’s also bringing back next sea- 
son the Trudi Schoop Ballet, which 
toured the U. S. last season for the 
first time in six years. The Marquis 
George de Cuevas, owner of the 
Grand Ballet de Monte Carlo, is 
anxious to have Hurok book his 
Monaco company here next season 
for its first visit. Hurok considers 
this new troupe potentially the best 
dance company since the halcyon 
ballet days. of 1934. 

Hurok has been named in charge 
of the international ballet festival 
contemplated for the Greater New 
York Jubilee next year. A _ visit 
from the British Sadler Wells Ballet, 
a French troupe, a Danish troupe, 
even a Russian troupe, are possible 
as result of official invitations, ac- 
cording to Hurok. 





Guitry In Comeback 
Paris, Oct. 21. 
Sacha Guitry, long under a col- 
laboration cloud, is definitely stag- 
ing a comeback. He gave a lecture 
at the Salle Pleyel before a packed 
audience, with only one man object- 


Spréad of AGMA geographically, 
and in terms of membership, has 
dictated need of revision of the con- 
stitution and AGMA’s internal struc- 
ture, it’s felt. At one time its mem- 
bership was concentrated in New 
York, so that an annual meeting here 
sufficed to handle affairs. Also at one 
time the union was only geared to 
take care of demands of soloists, but 
since then the union has taken in 
chorus and dance groups, etc. Latter 
are not covered adequately, it’s be- 
lieved, by the old constitution. 


As it stands now, for instance, only 
soloists vote individually on matters 
of policy—choristers and run-of- 
mill dancers vote as a unit. AGMA 
also feels that some pattern needs to 
be worked out for artists who live 
and perform in one area, away from 
New York. New Orleans, for in- 
stance, has 40 members resident and 
working in that area. AGMA has no 
locals now; it has four representa- 
tives, in Chicago, Philadelphia, Los 
Angeles and San Francisco. But 
everything is handled out of New 
York, dues paid here, etc. 


A special committee has been 
working all summer on agenda for 
the convention. Petitions are now be- 
ing circulated fer candidates for 
delegates, with ballots going out this 
week. Committee has divided the 
country into seven geographical 
areas, with each to send delegates in 
proportion to membership. Conven- 
tion will be held in New York Jan. 





ing, who was promptly ejected. The 
lecture was mostly a refutation of. 


the allegations made against him, | 


and he will give more lectures there. 

Guitry is also prepping a picture 
on the life of his father, the late 
Lucien Guitry. He is also to marry 
Lana Marconi. Of his former wives, 
Yvonne Printemps has the Micho- 
diere, Genevieve de Sereville is 
about to play in “Roi Rausole” at 
the Capucines, and Jacqueline Delu- 
bac is playing the part of Celimene 
in Moliere’s “Misanthrope” at the 
Mathurins on alternate nights with 
Sophie Desmarets. 


Christians Stars, Directs 
London ‘Mama’ Company 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

John van Druten’s legiter, “I Re- 
member Mama,” is slated for the 
London stage, with Mady Christians 
doubling as star and director. 

Actress leaves for England on 
completion of her current film chore 
in “All My Sons” at Universal- 
International. She played “Mama” 
on Broadway. 


British ‘Born’ to Move Out 
After Passing 300 Mark 


London, Oct. 21. 

“Born Yesterday” celebrated its 
300th performance at the Garrick 
Oct. 14 and is scheduled to close 
there Nov. 15. Show then plays 
Hammersmith and Wimbledon, in 
outer London, after which it goes on 
a provincial tour. 

Firth Shephard’s revivai of “Ca- 
naries Sometimes Sing,” with Jack 
Buchanan and Coral Browne starred, 
goes into the theatre in mid-No- 
vember. 








7-8-9, with about 70 delegates ex- 
pected. 5 

Problem of getting representation 
for AGMA residents in certain areas 
will be thrashed out, with locals pos- 
sibly set up, but no program or pol- 
icy is being set in advance of con- 
| vention, all these matters being left 
open for the delegates to decide. 


‘BALLET THEATRE MAY 
GO TO SO. AMERICA 


Project for Ballet Theatre to visit 
South America in January for a 
special gala engagement is in the 
works. 

Company, which is now on tour in 
U. S., had been invited by the gov- 
ernment of Colombia to perform in 
Bogota for three weeks during the 
'time of the Pan-American Confer- 
‘ence. Plans involve flying down 
the entire troupe of 35, plus scenery 
and costumes, in seven or eight 
| planes, with Colombian government 








“CRADLE WILL ROCK’ 
FOR 2 N.Y. CONCERTS 


Inking of Marc Blitzstein’s play 
with music, “The Cradle Will Rock,” 
for the final. pair of concerts of the 
New York City Symphony at the 
City Center, N. Y., Nov. 24-25, has 
excited unusual interest, both be- 
cause of the leftist tinge of the 
Blitzstein opus as well as the change 
from the original way the work was 
presented on Broadway. 

Show, scheduled to be done by the 
WPA Theatre Project in New York 
in June, 1935, was calfed off at the 
last minute by pressure from Wash- 
ington, when sets, etc., were im- 
pounded, and theatre, orchestra, etc., 
taken away. Will Geer, playing one 
of the leads, Mr. Mister, made a 
speech on the street to the audience 
gathered for the premiere, asking 
them to accompany the cast to an- 
other theatre, the Venice (now the 
Century). Archibald MacLeish 
made an impromptu opening. night 
speech, which was used as preface 
to the published edition. Show went 
off as scheduled, with cast in street- 
clothes doing their lines, while 
author-composer Blitzstein accom- 
panied them at a piano. 


Performance at the Center next 
month will be a concert version, 
with about 18 principals, the City 
Symphony under Leonard Bernstein 
furnishing the background. Howard 
da Sylva, who was the original Larry 
Foreman, is coming from the Coast 
to do his role again. Shirley Booth 
has been signed for another role, and 
Sheila Bond is a strong possibility. 


Production will honor the \ 25th 
anni of the League of Composers, of 
which Blitzstein is a member. Play 
has been done by little theatre 
groups throughout the U. S. since its 
Broadway preem, but never before 
in concert version such as the forth- 
coming one. 





‘Modern Drama History 
A Far-Flung, Academic 
Tome on the Theatre 


By MAURICE BERGMAN 


Anyone interested in the con- 
temporary theatre, which shouf®@ al- 
so include screen and radio, should 
add to his library. “A History of 
Modern Drama,” which Appleton- 
Century has brought out at a time 
when the best theatre is probably in 
the headlines and not on the stage. 


This hefty tome, edited by Barrett 
H. Clark and George Freedley, is 
divided into sections coveripg every 
country which has contributed some- 
thing siggificant to the modern thea- 
tre. Each section is edited by an 
expert. Even though the general 
tone of the various symposia is 
necessarily academic, there is no 
reason why those responsible for 
producing contemporary entertain- 
ment could not be stimulated by a 
looksee. 


Judging from some of the flop- 
eroos already in Cain’s warehouse as 
a sorrowful monument to the new 
season, one can well conclude that 
a play produced in 1947 might well 
be dated 19th Century as far as its 
affinity to the present day scene is 
concerned, “A History of Modern 
Drama” makes a point about this. 
It is interesting to note that one of 
the big hits in town is George Ber- 
nard Shaw’s “Man and Superman,” 
which dates back 40-odd years. 


There is a lot in this book that 
even might suggest a few good mo- 
tion pictures. Looking over some 
of the comment on Ibsen, as well as 
the French plays of the period be- 
tween 1870 and 1900, this reviewer 
gets the feeling that maybe some 
of this stuff could well-nigh be 
termed contemporary screen mate- 
rial. The best sections of the book 
as far as local interest is concerned 
are the fine treatises on England 
and the U.S. — 

A study of this book would in- 
dicate that the theatre is not a 





| paying all expenses. 
| Bid appeals to Ballet Theatre as 
a prestige move. Company, -how- 
lever, wants an ironclad guarantee 
of $40,000 for the three weeks, paid 
|in advanee. Dickering has been go- 
ing on between representatives of 
both sides. : 

Company would be gone five 
weeks in all, from first week in Jan- 
uary to mid-February. This would 
mean not filling bookings from Chi- 
cago to the Coast during those 
weeks, the troupe picking up its U.S. 
tour in California. Company has a 
10-day date in Chicago from Christ- 
mas to New Year. It has a booking 
next month at New York’s City Cen- 
ter and next Spring at the Met Opera 
' House. 








haven for immortals. It is surpris- 
|ing how many playwrights are men- 
| tioned in this book who would not 
| be known at all to the present gen- 
eration, for the simple reason that 
their plays are never revived. And 
the main reason for their not being 
revived is a very good one. They 
just have nothing to say to present- 
day audiences. 
the giants are still in the ring, and 


even. if their 
years ago. 


heyday was many 


On the other hand, 


certainly the Shaws, the Ibsens, the} 
Barricy are still among those present, 


To the motion picture 
minds “A History of Modern Drama” 
should be quite consoling, if for no 
other reason that it points up that 


| ry | Ay ff i if 
“Annie Get Your Gun” opened Oct. 21 im Kansas City with what is 
probably the latest curtain in the history of local legit. Musical got away 
at 11:25 p.m. and finally closed out at 2:15 a.m. withouf™a line being cut 
from the show or a patron “saving early. Mary Martin, the star, brought 
a rousing cheer by her curtain speech, thanking the paying customers for 
their forbearance. 
In order to bring “Annie” in during week of American Royal Stock and 
Horse Show, A&N Presentations had to take the Oct. 21-26 booking, 
Music Hall, always much in demand, already had been booked for a one. 
night concert by Walter Fritschy. Jimmy Nixon of A&N worked out an 
agreement with Fritschy whereby the concert was to be cleared for a 
10:30 curtain on the musical show. : 
Snafu took over for the evening, however, and the concert did not get 
under way until 20 minutes after its customary 8:20 opening. Likewise 
concert was late closing, which set the “Annie” opening back to 11:25, 
Even then the switch was accomplished only with the help of two sets of 
ushers, one to shoo out the concert lovers, one to speed in the legit fol. 
lowers. The late hour held the house to about 75% of its 2,500 capacity, 
when a curtain at the regular time probably would have brought a sellout, 
as were the other evening performances of the show. Only other show 
even to approach that late opening was “Winged Victory,” which actually 
did make a 10:30 curtain, likewise after a Fritschy concert, during the 
war. 





By last week Katharine Cornell probably didn’t know exactly what 
to think about her “Antony and Cleopatra.” Produetion came to Pitts- 
burgh on the heels of raves in Buffalo and Cleveland only to get a unani- 
mous panning in the three Pittsburgh dailies. Local reviewers were 
moderately kind to the actress-manager but their notices left no doubt as 
to the way they felt about the production in general. 

Buffalo hurrahs were expected, as it’s Miss Cornell's home town. But 
it was the same story in Cleveland. There wasn’t even a suggestion of 
dissent there. William McDermott, of Plain Dealer, even went to Buf- 
falo to catch a couple of performances and came back to go into ecstasies 
several columns long, in addition to follow-up pieces, all favorable, later 
in the week. 

The crix here, however, couldn’t see “Antony and Cleopatra” at all. 
They praised the physical production and had some good words to say 
about the acting but thought the whole was pretty dull and stuffy. Local 
aisle-sitters naturally kept comparing it, although more favorably, with 
the abortive Tallulah Bankhead-Conway Tearle “Antony and Cleopatra,” 
which also tried out in Pittsburgh ahead of Broadway exactly 10 years ago. 





“Happy Birthday” completion of its first year on Broadway, at the 
Broadhurst, Friday (30), brings to mind an incident that occurred when 
the show opened. There was no powderroom attached to the dressing 
room of the play’s star, Helen Hayes, whereupon Rodgers and Hammer- 
stein, who produced the show, installed the convenience. When “Happy” 
returned from its tryout, Miss Hayes noted the improvement, salaamed 
the author-managers and had a brassplate nailed to the door of the 
addition, crediting R.&H. 

There are several Broadway theatres with backstage suites rather than 
dressing rooms for stars and feature players. Included are the Morosco 
and Coronet, both owned and operated by City Investing Co., which has 
plans for new legit theatres, although there are no fixed dates when 
building will start. 





Showmen were surprised, if not apprehensive, over the disappointing 
road grosses drawn by “Another Part of the Forest,” which led to its 
closing in Chicago last Saturday (25). Kermit Bloomgarden, who pro- 
duced the Lillian Hellman play, believes that the road is not “condi- 
tioned” for heavy drama, but that’s a theory that does not explain the 
fact that “Forest” drew excellent business in Detroit and Baltimore last 
season before the Broadway run started. It’s possible that out-of-town 
playgoers haven’t as much money to spend on recreation as in recent 
years. 

Heavy drama predominates among the new straight-play clicks on 
Broadway, namely such attractions as “Command Decision,” “The Heiress” 
and “Medea,” which are registering big grosses. 





Audiences at Nixon theatre, Pittsburgh, last week wondered where was 
all that fancy and spectacular scenery for “Antony and Cleopatra,” which 
got such a big spread in the souvenir programs they bought in the lobby. 
All customers saw on the stage was a minimum of sets and a few scattered 
props. Answer was simple. Katharine Cornell company discovered dur- 
ing first tryout engagement in Buffalo that it would be practically im- 
possible to tour the heavy Leo Kerz sets and had them shipped back to 
New York for the Nov. 25 opening there, immediately after the original 
test date. Cleveland didn’t see the full production, neither did Pittsburgh, 
nor will any of the other cities “Antony” visits on the road ahead of 
Broadway. 





Early reports that the production cost of “Allegro” was excessive even 
for a major musical were apparently incorrect, and although all the bills 
have not been received by the Theatre Guild, indications are that the total 
will be well within the budget figure of $250,000. There is a minimum 
of scenery in “Allegro,” but much electrical apparatus is used and, nat- 
urally it’s unseen from the front of the house. Much of it is hung on 
cables, which required an okay from building authorities. Electrical cost 
approximated $35,000, with costumes amounting to a larger sum, while 
backstage labor was a major item, too. Guild subscriptions should be 
taken care of by this week, and therafter the “Allegro” gross will go up 
about $3,000, with weekly takings going between $49,000 and $50,000. 





Femme lead in London production of “Deep Are the Roots” is now 
being played by a virtual novice, Mary Laura Wood, who graduated from 
the Carnegie Tech Drama School in 1946. A resident of New Brunswick, 
Canada, Miss Wood went to England several months ago looking for work 
and landed in “Roots” as an understudy. When the principal, Betsy 
Drake, fell ill, Canadian girl took over on what was supposed to be just a 
temporary basis and did so well the replacement was made permanent 
when Miss Drake detided not to return to the cast. 





Equity, in setting Nov. 15 as the deadline for the filing by officers and 
councillors of required notarized statements to the effect they are not 
communists or fascist*® has indicated there were many who had not 
yet responded. Eight members of the council out of 50-in that body were 
remiss, and those who had protested sent in their signatured oaths soon 
after receipt. Several councillors resident in New York are among the 


delinquents, ascribed mostly to carelessness. All officers and staffers 
complied pronto, 





Aftermath of the recently contested Lambs election was the resignation 
from the admittance committee of one sponsor of the defeated opposition 
ticket. It's reported he blocked a number of applications to the club 
because “he didn’t like their names.” The activities committee headed 
by Harold Hoffman, former governor of New Jersey, and Walter Greaza, 
| will resume; they will conduct Saturday night entertainments each month. 
Lambs is in good condition financially, with a surplus of $309,110. 





Offspring of well-known theatre folk form a large part of the cast of 
in Inspector Calls,” J. B. Priestley play at the Booth, N. Y. John Meri- 
vale, playing the family scion, is son of late Philip Merivale. John Buck- 
master, in role of the family daughter's fiance, is son of Gladys Cooper 
(as well as Merivale’s stepbrother, Miss Cooper having been Mrs. Philip 








ephemeral as films, 


the theatre seems to be just as 


Merivale). And Patricia Marmont, as the maid, is daughter of Percy 
Marmont, silent film star. 
on 


fF Rays 
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Chi Steady; Forest’ in 13446 Fold; 
Bean Mild 11146, ‘Soldier’ Boff 266 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 
osses held steady this week, but 


tries,’ outside of “Chocolate 
ne Mdier,” have failed to take hold 


= the box-office. It’s the longrun 


attractions that are getting the play. 


Two new entries in the November 
jegit race makes t ) 
like a full field. All Gaul Is Di- 
vided” goes into the Civic Nov. 10, 
then there’s a week of Maurice 


Chevalier at the Erlanger, beginning 


the same day. “Annie Get Your 
Gun” and the bunts, in “O, Mistress 
Mine,” debut Nov. 3. “All My Sons” 
occupies the Erlanger from Nov. 17 


n. 
. “Spike Jones Musical Deprecia- 
tion Revue” opened at the Stude- 
baker, Monday (27). 

Estimates For Last Week 


“Another 
Erlanger (1,334; $3.60) (2d wk). 
Show closed with light $13,500 Oct. 


25. . 

“Carousel,” Shubert (2,100; $4.80) 
(22d wk). Not as good as last week, 
but grand $32,000 in next-to-closing 
week. 

“Chocolate Soldier,” Blackstone 
(1,358; $4.80). Boff $26,000 result of 
heavy publicity breaks. 

“Late Christopher Bean,” Civic 
(900; $3.60). Mild $11,500 for first 
seven performances. 

“Private Lives,” Harris (1,000; 
$3.60) (13th wk). Remarkable take 
continues, with fullup house this 
week again. Terrif $22,000. 

“This Time Tomorrow,” Selwyn 
(1,000; $3.60) (83d wk). Play picked 
up in final frame for okay $16,000. 
Closed Oct. 25. 


‘MOON’ WANING, 46; 





‘3 MEN’ 66 IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 28. 

Only three legit houses were lit 
last week and all did well. Only one 
newcomer arrived this week, “Voice 
of the Turtle” bowing at the Bilt- 
more last night (27). Due next week 
is “That’s the Way Women Are,” 
Anglicized version of Mozart’s “Cosi 
Fan Tutte,” which Dr. Jan Popper of 
Stanford University’s music depart- 
ment brings into Las Palmas Nov. 
5 under aegis. of Pelican Productions. 


Estimates for Last Week 

“Blackouts of 1947,” El Capitan 
(279th week) (1,142; $2.40). Again 
$17,000. 

“Dark of the Moon,” Coronet (3rd 
wk) (255; $3.60). Dipping as run’s 
end nears but week’s $4,000 still bet- 
ter than 85% capacity. 

“Three Men On a Horse,” Las 
Palmas (1st wk) (388; $3). Galloping 
> ad with almost no empty pews. 


Sylvia Friedlander 


_ 





In Deal for Comedy 


“Be Your Age,” a light comedy by 
Mary Orr and Reginald Denham, has 
been optioned by Sylvia Fried- 
lander for production next spring, 
with Denham slated to direct. The 
play is described as somewhat simi- 
lar in general type to the same 
authors’ “Wallflower,” which Meyer 
Davis presented successfully in 
1943-44, 

“Blood Upon the Snow,” a melo- 
drama adapted by Miss Orr and 
Denham from the Hilda Lawrence 
novel of the same name, is now un- 
der option to Paul Czinner, who in- 
tends presenting it this winter, with 
Denham staging. The play was for- 
merly held by Paula Stone. 


* . 
Oysher in Classic 

Moishe Oysher, _noted cantor- 
singer, has been signed by Sol Dick- 
stein and Leon Schachter to star in 
‘The Sacrifice of Isaac,’ Abraham 
Goldfadden’s [70-year-old Biblical 
Operetta. It will be produced in its 
original form on Broadway this 
Season. 

The musical, which will feature 
& supporting cast of 50 singers from 
both the American and Jewish stage, 
Will. be given an out-of-town tryout 
in December, and is scheduled to 
open on Broadway in January. Dick- 
Stein and Schachter, now operating 
the Lincoln theatre, Philadelphia, 
Plan a tour of the operetta with 
Oysher in the leading singing role, 
following its limited engagement on 
Broadway. 


Shows in Rehearsal 
Pls Legend of Lou’—Hall Shel- 


“The Firefly” (revival) —Shuberts. 
“Tonight at 8:30” (revival, road)— 
omer Curran, Russell Lewis and 
Howurd Young. 
“Eastward in Eden”—Nancy Stern. 
“Made in Heaven”—Stanley Wolf. 








a 





the picture look 


Part of the Forest,” | 


wr 


CORNELL-“ANTONY’ NG 
$20,000-IN PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 28. 

Katharine Cornell’s “Antony and 
Cleopatra” didn’t do so well last 
week at Nixon, Playing at $3.60 (in- 
cluding tax) top, show dropped 
under $20,000, and that represented 
considerable red for heavy and ex- 
pensive production. 

Advance sale had been disappoint- 
ing, and they were apparently wait- 





ing here for the reviews on new 
| production. Since notices were 
|unanimously unfavorable, window 


| sale never really got started. There 
: was a pretty good play for the 
cheaper seats but. higher-priced 
ducats were way off. 

Nixon has Blackstone this week, 
with’ Joe E. Brown in “Harvey” 
coming in Monday (3) for thre® 
weeks, and “Song of Norway” Nov. 
24. Week of Dec. 8 has opened up 
with end of tour in Chi for “Another 
Part of the Forest.” 


‘Mama’-Greenwood 





St. Louis, Oct. 28. 

Midsummer temper;#ure that pre- 
vailed last week slowed the turnstile 
activity at the American theatre, 
where “I Remember Mama,” John 
van Druten’s comedy, with Char- 
lotte Greenwood in the top role, 
wound up the first of a two-week 
stand Saturday (25). However, popu- 
larity of Miss Greenwood, plus gen- 
erous pattycakes dished out by all of 
the crix, resulted in a _ profitable 
week. 

The 1,700-seat house was scaled to 
| $3.66, and eight performances grossed 
jan estimated $20,000. 


‘Weakness’ 8G, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Oct. 28. 

Ina Claire in “The Fatal Weak- 
ness” grossed good $8,000 for four 
nights and a matinee at $3.60 top in 
the 1,700-seat Lyceum. 

Critics went.all out in their praises 
for Miss Claire’s performance, but 
opinion was divided on the play. 


Current Road Shows 


(Period covering Oct. 27-Nov. 8) 


“All Gaul Is Divided’’—Shubert- 
Lafayette, Det. (27-8). 

“Angel Street” — Geary, 
(27-8). 

“Anna Lucasta” — His Majestys, 
Mont’l (27-1); Erlanger, Buff. (3-5); 
Aud., Roch. (6-8). 

“Annie Get Your Gun”—Omaha, 
Omaha (28-1); Shubert, Chi. (3-8). 

“Antony and C a” — Aud., 
Cincy (27-1); Cass, Det. (3-8). 

Ballet Theatre—Temple, Det. (28); 
Aud., Bloomington (29-30); Armory, 
Akron (31); Erlanger, Buff. (2); 
Playhouse, Wil. (7-8). ‘ 

“Blackouts of 1947”—El Capitan, 
Hollywood (27-8). 

Blackstone—Nixon, Pitt. (27-1); 
Shea’s, Bradford (3); Shea’s, James- 
town (4); Shea’s, Erie (5); Park, 
Youngstown (6-8). o 

“Bongo” (“Calypso”) — Shubert, 
Bost. (3-8). 














Frisco 


(27-8). 

“Carousel”—Shubert, Chi. (27-1); 
American, St. Louis (3-8). 

“Chocolate Soldier” — Blackstone 
Chi. (27-8). 

“Eastward 
Bost, (3-8). 

“Fatal Weakness” — KRNT, Des 
Moines (29); Music Hall, K. C. (30-1); 
Arcadia, Wichita (3); Aud., Boulder 
(5); Aud., Denver (6-7). 

“Harvey”’—Hanna, Cleve. (27-1); 
Nixon, Pitt. (3-8). 

“I Remember Mama”—American, 
St. Louis (27-1); Cox, Cincy (3-8). 

9 Windermere’s Fan’’—For- 
rest, Philly (27-1); Aud., Hartford 
(3-4); Shubert, N. Haven (5-8). 

“Medium,” “Telephone” — Walnut, 
Philly (3-8). 


in Eden”—Plymouth, 


“Q Mistress Mine” — Cass, Det. 
(27-1); Selwyn, Chi, (3-8). 
“Oklahoma!” — Colonial, Bost. 
(27-8). 


San Carlo Opera Ce.—Shea’s, Erie 
(27); Palace, Albany (28). 

“Show Boat’”—Opera Hse., Bost. 
(27-8). 

“So of Norway”—Hartman, Col. 
(27-1); Hanna, Cleve. (3-8). 

“State of the Union”—Michigan, 
Lansing (28); Bijou, Battle Creek 
(29); State, Kalamazoo (30); Keiths, 
Gr. Rapids (31-1); Davidson, Mil. 
(3-8). 

“Streetcar Named Desire”—Shu- 
bert, N. Haven (30-1); Wilbur, Bost. 
(3-8). 


“Sweethearts” — Shubert, Bost. 
(27-1); Forrest, Philly (3-8). 
“The Firefly” — Lyric, Bdgport, 


(31-1); Shubert, Philly (3-8). 

“The First Mrs. Fraser”’—Locust, 
Philly (27-1). 

“The Red Mill”—Royal Alex., To- 
ronto (27-1); Hartman, Col. (3-8). 





L. A. (27-8). 


Good 206 in St. Loo 


“Call Me Mister”—Curran, Frisco 
4 





“Voice of the he ssi an. 5 


‘Mistress’ 276, Detroit 
Detroit, Oct. 28. 
Fall theatre season .got under way 


with a $27,000 week at the Cass for 
Terence Rattigans “O istress 
Mine,” starring Lynn Fontanne and 
Alfred Lunt, Gross would have been 
higher but show was on Theatre 
Guild subscription. Second week is 
already close to sellout. 

Shubert-Lafayette, with youn 
John McGiver’s first writing job, “Al 
Gaul Is Divided,” did a $15,000 week 
that surprised some of the critics, | 
but the play has been torn apart, cut 
and rewritten since opening night, 
and it’s to stay here three weeks in- 
stead of two, before it goes to Civic 
theatre in Chicago Nov. 10, 


‘Love’ NSG $10.50, 
‘Okla.’ 316 in Hub; 
‘Sweethearts 306 


nipped pretty generally here by the 
crix and neither is doing too well 





at the b.o. as ae result, but 
“Oklahoma!” and “Sweethearts” 
continued to hit top grosses. 


“For Love or Money,” at the Wilbur, 
didn’t come up to expectations for 
an F. Hugh Herbert show, while 


“Trial Honeymoon,” stock showing, 
got thumbed-down in every quarter. 
All four continue this week, with 


“Showboat” added to the list at the 
Opera House as of last night. Next 
week brings in “A Streetcar Named 
Desire,” at the Wilbur, “Calypso” at 
the Shubert, and “Eastward in Eden” 
at the Plymouth. 

Estimate for Last Week 


“For Leve or Money,’ Wilbur 
(1,241; $3.00). F. Hugh Herbert 
comedy, with John Loder as mar- 


quee draw, failed to repeat this au- 
thor’s previous successes, catching 
cordial but none-too-enthusiastic 
notices; estimated $10,500. Final 


week is current. 

“Okliahem2,” Colonial (1,500; 
$4.20). Third week exact duplicate 
of previous week’s estimated $31,000, 
sellout at scale. Two more to go, 
and both SRO already. 

“Sweethearts,” Shubert (1,713; 
$4.20). Bobby Clark continued to 
pack them in on third frame to hit 
another estimated $30,000, with final 
week current. 

“Trial Honeymoon,” Plymouth 
(1,461; $3). This one didn’t take 
here, with resulting estimated $7,000, 
off. Current week is final frame. 


MARTIN-‘ANNIE” WOW 
$55,000 IN KAYCEE 


Kansas City, Kans., Oct. 28. 

Regular legit season got away to 
a bang-up start here with Mary 
Martin company of “Annie Get Your 
Gun” in a six-day run in the Music 
Hall under banner of A & N Pres- 
entations. Despite an opening cur- 
tain delayed until 11:25 p.m. Tues- 
day (21), musical had heavy trade, 
with sellouts for every performance 
except opening one. 

Run ended Sunday. (26) after six 
evening and two matinee perform- 
ances with $55,000 in the till, with 

rices scaled down from ~ $4.88. 

igure puts the show in class with 
“Oklahoma” and some of best money 
ever garnered here. 

Troupe moved to Omaha for date 
at the Paramount theatre under Tri- 
States booking after closing here. 


Brown- Harvey’ Whams 
Cleveland’ at $25,380 


Cleveland, Oct. 28. 

Joe E. Brown in “Harvey” got 
several capacity houses and a wham 
$25,380 on its first six days at the 
Hanna at $3.60 top, last week. Zippy 
advance sale heralds another big 
gross this week. 

“Song Of Norway” is house’s next 
attraction, arriving Nov. 3 


‘Winslow’ 176, Balto 


Baltimore, Oct. 28. 

“The Winslow Boy,” in at Ford’s 
here last week as the second of five 
plays under American Theatre So- 
ciety-Theatre Guild subscription, at- 
tracted favorable reaction from crix 
and public as well, as winding up 
with a highly satisfying $17,000 for 
the week. 

In currently is, “This Time Tomor- 
row,” also on subscription, with Shu- 
bert Repertoire Co. set to follow in 
split week of “Rose Marie” and “The 
Merry Widow.” Some advance inter- 
est in latter. 


BIXBY’S PREEM 
Bridgeport, Oct. 28. 
Carl Bixby, author of the kilos’ 
“Life Can Be Beautiful,” has penned 
a drama, “Twilight,” to be preemed 
by the Westport Players next 
month. 














-| ference of opinion, 


Broadway brokers say that agency 
business is not so hot, professional 
eres being under par along with 
the demand for some of the well- 
rated new shows. But grosses con- 
tinue at lusty figures, and boxoffices 
are doing lively business directly 
with theatregoers. Number of shows 
in rehearsal is wav under par. 
There is no theatre shortage, al- 
though it may develop for musicals. 
Some of the goodly grosses are defi- 
nitely boosted by theatre parties. 

“Medea” drew a mostly strong 
press and scored a fine first-week 
gross, around $29,000; “An Inspector 
Calls” drew divided notices, but a 
promising first week with takings 
of around $13,000; “The Druid Cir- 
cle” notices were also divided, but 
it approximated $12,000 in five times 
and may get across. “The Winslow 
Boy,” British import, is this week’s 
opener. “Under the Counter” stopped 
Saturday (25). This week is the 
finale for “The Medium and The 
Telephone” and “Our Lan’.” 


Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R_ (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“All My Sons,” Coronet (39th 
week) (D-1,095; $4.80). Going on 
tour after another week, although 


still making money, with gross again 
around $13,000. 

“Allegro,” Majestic (2d week) (M- 
1,695; $6). New gross leader getting 
all house will hold and, despite dif- 
indications are 
it’s real moneymaker; over $46,500. 

“An Inspector Calls,” Booth (1st 
week) (D-712; $4.80). First nighters 
and critics not in accord, but takings 
of $14,000 in first seven times in- 
dicate very good chance. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(76th week) (M-1,472; $6.60). Edged 
out of top money honors by “Al- 
legro” in larger house but continues 
over capacity pace; nearly $45,000. 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (9Ist 
week) (C-993; $4.80). Goes clean 
nightly except the gallery, and a bit 
off at midweek matinee but great 
pace at around $19,500. 

“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (33d week) 
(M-1,626; $6). This attraction and 
“Finian’s Rainbow” were musical 
standouts last season and hold sim- 
ilar rating now; quoted over $43,060. 

“Command Decision,’ Fulton (4th 
week) (D-968; $4:80). Capacity ex- 
cept at midweek matinee, and tak- 
ings of $21,500 carmark war drama 
as good thing. 

“Calli Me Mister,” Plymouth (80th 
week) (M-1,075; $4.80). May span 
fall period as pace continues to pro- 
vide weekly profit; around $24,000. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 
(42d week) (M-1,319; $6). Quoted at 
around $42,000 weekly, which means 
standees all times; admissions on 
hoof average 40 per performance. 

“Happy ' Birthday,” Broadhurst 
(52d week) (C-1,160; $4.80). It’s the 
first birthday, and the engagement 
will extend indefinitely; $28,000; 
great at this stage of run. ~ 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (157th week) 
(C-902; $4:20). Also will have an 
anniversary, its third at end of this 
week, and still faring excellently; 
$18,000. 

“High Button Shoes,” Century (4th 
week) (M-1,670; $4.80). Has the top 
call in the agencies among the new 
clicks, and takings of around $42,000 
are capacity-plus. 

“How I Wender,” Hudson (4th 
week) (CD-1,057; $4.80). Around 
$16,000, good, but takings are nearl 
all from theatre parties; slated unti 
late next month. 

“Icetime of 1948,”. Center (M-2,994; 
$2.40). Still another attraction to 
celebrate this week, occasion mark- 
ing the seventh year of skating re- 
vues in this Radio City. spot; got 
$39,500 in nine times. 

“John Loves Mary,” Music Box 
(38th week) (C-979; $4.80). Again 
improved, with count $18,500; few 
new laugh shows in siBht, and stay- 
ing crop should stick indefinitely. 

“Music in My Heart,” Adelphi 
(4th week) (O-1,434; $4.80). Hardly 
among leaders, but musical claimed 
to be making money, with gross ap- 
proximating $27,500. 

“Oklahoma!”, St. James (246th 
week) (M-1,505; $4.80). New musi- 
cals have not affected draw of mu- 
sical run leader, which continues to 
clean up here and on tour; $26,000. 

“Our Lan’,” Royale (D-1,035; 
$4.80). Final and fifth week; thea- 
tre party money mostly absent last 
week, and takings dived to $7,500. 

“The Heiress,” Biltmore (4th 
week) (D-920; $4.80). Another drama 
that drew mixed opinions but is 
getting great business; quoted at 
around $22,500 again. 

“Fhe Druid Circle,” Morosco (ist 
week) (D-935; $4.80). Divided no- 
tices but business promising; approx- 
imated $12,000 in first five times. 

“The Medium and “The Tele- 
phone,” Barrymore (M-1,064; $4.20). 
Final and 27th week; up to $13,500, 
but moderate money for operatic 
playlets; “This Time Tomorrow” 
dated for Monday (3). 








He’s also directing the Westport. 


“The Voice of the Turtle,” Beck 





| 
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Broadway Continues Lusty; ‘Medea’ 
Boff 296 in Ist Week, ‘Inspector’ 136, 
Druid’ 126 ‘Allegro’ Smash 46/56 


(185th week) (C-1,214; $3.60). Eased 
a bit but got approximately $10,000 
and Will continue here until “An- 
tony and Cleopatra” (Katharine 
Cornell) arrives. 

“The Winslow Boy,” Empire (D- 
1,102; $4.80). Presented by Atlantis 
Productions (John C. Wilson, Thea- 
tre Guild, and H. M. Tennent, Ltd.); 
written by Terence Rattigan; 
brought from London intact; opens 


tonight (29). 

“Under the Counter,” Shubert. 
Taken off Saturday (25) as expected; 
English musical played but four 
weeks less one night; “The First 
|Mrs. Fraser” revived here «next 
week. 


“Young Man’s Faney,” Cort (26th 
week) (C-1,064; $3.60). Most modest 
grosser on list but making an op- 
erating profit; around $8,000. 

REVIVALS 

“Medea,” National (Ist week) (D- 
1,164: $4.86). Slated for six weeks 
but may stay eight; divided opin- 
ion on ancient drama, but line of 
students at boxoffice continuously; 
around $29,000 first week. 

“Man and Superman,” Alvin (3d 
week) (CD-1,331; $5.40). Shavian 
comedy topping the straight plays 
at approximately $31,000. 

“Burlesque,” Belasco (44th week) 
(C-1,077; $4.80). Extra-space ads in 
Sunday (26) papers indicate inten- 
tion to stay through winter; business 
over $14,000, profitable. 


ADDED ATTRACTION 


Playhouse (865; $4.80). Edith Piaf 
and other French specialists, includ- 
ing Les Compagnons de la Chanson, 
and others; presented by Clifford C, 
Fischer. 


Fan 256, Philly; 
‘Calypso NG 71-6 


Philadelphia, Oct. 28. 

The elaborate fashion show, “Cin- 
derella of Rittenhouse Square,” 
sponsored by the Philadelphia In- 
quirer, was the actual gross leader 
last week. This one, which opened 
Tuesday night at the Locust and 
played nine performances, grossed 
$27,500, which represented capacity 
at seven of the nine performances. 
More or less of an experiment and 
reported to have cost clese to 100 
grand, this one had full society sup- 
pert, plus plenty of side femme in- 
terest. 

Best gross of the week among the 
regular commercial attractions was 
“Lady Windermere’s Fan,’ which 
ot $25,000 in its second week at the 
orrest. This Oscar Wilde revival 
has now played its two weeks as te 
first American Theatre Suciety sub- 
scription offering of the year and 
will play this week on its own. Sale 
and prospects are moderate. 


“Calypso,” new all-colored dance 
revue which opened at the Shubert 
Monday (27), got notices that were 
either n.g. or n.s.g., and week’s gross 
under $7,500 reflected that and zlso 
tepid first-night reaction. This type 
of dance attraction has never been 
too successful here. There was some 
talk of yanking “Calypso” (to be 
called “Bongo” in Boston) Saturday 
night but it is filling out its two 
weeks’ booking. 

“Tobacco Road” got a pale $6,000 
in the first of two weeks at the Wal- 
nut, where it is playing its umptieth 
local engagement. That’s well belew 
last week’s figure; absence of a name 
star believed likely reason. 

This week’s only opening—revival 
of “The First Mrs. Fraser’ —opens to- 
night (28) at the Locust and. stays 
this week only. Jane Cowl and Henry 
Daniell are starred, and there is a 
nice sale. 


‘Angel’-Peck, Day Nifty 
20G, S.F.; ‘Mister’ 23G 


San Francisco, Oct. 28. 

“Angel Street,” with Laraine Day 
and Gregory Peck, which opened at 
the 1,550-seat Geary, Tuesday (21) 
chalked up a sturdy $20,000 for its 
first week. 

“Cail Me Mister,” which bowed 
into. the 1,776-seat Curran Monday 
(20) pulled a nifty gross of $23,000 
for its initial week. 


‘Norway 246, indpis. 


Indianapolis, Oct. 28. 


“Song of Norway” took stout $24,- 
000 in seven performances here Oct. 
21-25 at tthe English, scale $1.20- 
$4.20. State teachers convention in 
town last half of week helped keep 
attendance at capacity. 

Advance good for “Red Mill,” fol- 




















lowing Nov. 10 after two dark weeks. 
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Plays on 


The Druid Cirele 


Alfred de Liagre, Jr., production of drama 
in three acts (three sets) by Jobn van 


Druten. Features Leo . Carroll Stuged 
by the author; settings, Stewart Chaney. 
Opened at Morosce, N. Y., Oct. 22, # 
$4.80 top. 

Miss Dagnall............8+: Lillian Bronson 
Professor White........+-+-> Leo Gi. Carroll 
Professor Parry Phillips........Noel Leslie 
Ma@@ox. .. 0c. cccvccvcccnten Boyd Crawford 
yi eee ee Tr Pee tro Aidan ‘Turner 
Tom Lilowd-Ellis...ceceeess> Walter Statkey 
Megan Lewis.....cccees eee Susan Douglas 
Brenda Maddox.... «.+e.-+, Neva Patterson 
Mis. White......ccccccocesss mthel Griffies 
Miss Trevelyan....s+.....--Merle Maddern 
Blodwen.... cow btOEeearenes €e Cherry Hardy 





A drama set within a small uni- 


versity in rural England is similar | 


atmosphere to that of “Young Wood- 
ley,” which brought John van Dru- 
ten to Broadway attention and which 
scored in a little (Belmont) theatre. 
But “The Druid Circle” impresses as 
having limited appeal. 

There was emphasis on youth in 
“Woodléy” but it’s rather a stress on 
age in the new play, which gets its 
title from English college professors 
who years back were called druids. 
“Circle” is -well written | though 
neither play compares with van 
Druten’s “The Voice 6f the Turtle, 
a three-person smash that’s still on 
Broadway, having played the Mo- 
rosco for over three years. } 

“Circle” may be partly biographi- 
cal, one of the leads being an alert 
college instructor wed to a pretty 
former actress. She’s going to have 
a baby, so he wants to get away 
from the midland school. The prin- 
cipal character is Professor White 
(play’s original working title), a 
meddlesome old boy who’s crusty, 
especially as to romance between the 
co-eds. 

It is the prof who the author has 
given most careful attention, and 
the part is expertly cast. 
play gets across it will be on the 
strength of the characterization by 
Leo G, Carroll, whose portraiture is 
admirable, Prof White inadvertently 
gets hold of a love letter written by 


a boy student to a girl, and he thinks | 


the imputations are improper with 
the result that the youngsters are 
much perturbed, especially when the 
boy is forced to read the epistle out 
loud in the presence of the lass. 
The girl disappears from the 
campus and it’s feared she may do 
away with herself, which upsets the 
faculty and the professor’s immedi- 
ate circle. But she returns and by 


that time, the curious old teacher | 


has decided to resign. 
There is one amusing interlude, a 
second-act scene between the prof 
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Broadway 


and his aged mother, whose acid 

tongue brings few rejoinders from 
| the old boy. The old girl is played 
| by Ethel Griffies, an English actress 
| who has been on the Coast, where 
| she has played in many pictures. 
''That she was induced to come east 
| was a casting triumph. Boyd Craw- 
ford turns in a very good perform- 
' ance as Maddox, the head instructor, 
| the part being a prototype of van 

Druten’s own youth, it’s believed. 
| Susan Douglas is the harried girl. 
| Neva Patterson plays the young col- 
|lege wife, being most attractive. 
Lillian Bronson as a spinster secre- 
tary, Walter Starkey as the boy and 
Merle Maddern, of the faculty, also 
do well. 

Fashion note: long skirts worn by 
| the femmes give an inkling of what’s 
to come soon if the present fashion 
trend continues to revert to that of 
the 1920’s, the play’s period and 
quite unalluring. Ibee. 


. 
An Inspector Calls 
Courtney Burr and Lasser H. Grosberg 
production of drama in three acts by J. B. 
Priestley. Stars Thomas Mitchell; fea- 
tures Melville Cooper, Doris Lieyd, Rene 
Ray, John Buckmaster Directed by Cedric 
Hardwicke; setting, costumes, lighting by 
Stewart Chaney. At Booth, N. Y., Oct. 
21, '47; $4.80 top ($7.20 opening night). 
Arthur Birling............Melville Cooper 


Sybil Birling..ccsoce.-. 
eS ee ee Patricia 

Sante): SUOTUEE GS Wncbececaceusweue John 
Inspector Goole....... .. Thomas 


....Doris Lloyd 
Marmont 


Merivale 


| This psychological whodunit is an 
|engaging piay, 


and beautifully acted. Its mood is 
| sustained throughout, so that it is | 
| practically always interesting. But | 


quite British. Performances, Thom- 
|as Mitchell’s name and play’s novel 
switch at the end should insure 
somewhat of a 
enough to pay off. 

Action of play occurs in an Eng- 
lish industrial city some 30 years ago 
when a young girl commits suicide 
and an eminently respectable Brit- 
| ish family is subjected to a routine 


death. An inspector calls to inter- 


bers of the group are 
lightly or deeply, in the girl’s un- | 
doing. 

The 


implicated, | 


family, closely-knit and 





| or cowardly, its good humor turning 


| to acid, and good fellowship to dis- | 


like, before the evening is over. Sur- 
prising revelation, however, is in the 
inspector—who turns out to be no 
copper at all, but a mysterious indi- 
vidual with full knowledge of every- 
one’s connection with the suicide. 
Novel closing switch, after false in- 
spector has been shown up and no 
suicide having been recorded, has an 
| actual copper preparing to show and 
|a last minute suicide reported, to 
| tie in mysteriously with all the 
foregoing. 

Plot is thin in spots, a little pat 
too often, but ingenious neverthe- 
| less. Performances help it im- 
| measurably. Mitchell, back on 
Broadway after 12 years in films, 
is highly effective as a soft-voiced, 
| €asy mannered detective with om- 
| niscience. If he underplays a bit, 
| his role is strikingly contrasted by 
sthat of Melville Cooper, who is 
equally effective as a _blustering, 
fatuous mill magnate. Latter, by 
sacking a millgirl for labor activity, 
has unwittingly started her on the 
road to her death. 

Doris Lloyd, as the autocratic 
| wife who refuses the girl aid later 
because of the latter’s independent 
| attitude; Rene Ray, as the self-cen- 
|tered daughter, who has the girl 
‘fired from her job out-of pique; 
| John Buckmaster, as the daughter's 





| 
| 





errant suitor, who has_been keeping 








the girl on the side, and John Meri- 





CLEVER COMPOSER 


of many effective film and radio 
scores looking for producer who will 
appreciate talent. 

Write Box 440, Variety 
154 West 46th Street, New York 19 


vale, as the mill-owner’s son, who 
seduces the girl, give fine support. 

Cedric Hardwicke’s direction is 
sure, although with a tendency to 
have the cast underplay in typical 
British style. Stewart Chaney's sets, 
costumes and lighting are high- 
grade, while whole production has 














an assured professional touch. 
Bron. 








Gerata. Crett rn ..cscces ot John Buckmaster | 
OI: OOM coed eecesaveatedes Rene Ray | 


smoothly directed | 


it is somewhat pat, a little slow and | 


inquiry in connection with the | 


friendly at beginning of the evening, | successfully in 
is shown up as selfish, self-centered which are not open to the public, 





- Play Out of Town 


Trial Honeymoon 
Boston, Oct. 21. 


Harry Rosen production of comedy in 
three acts by Conrad §S. Smith. Staged 
by Edward Ludlum; scenery and costumes, 
Philip Kessler. Opened at Ply mouth, Bos- 











ton, Oct. 21, '47; $3 top. 

BWisi@. 0%. ciwostceceseneqacs Mildtfed Munroe 
Craig Denning ......+seeree cress Toe Thomas 
Linda Melton. .....++eeee0e8% Ellen Fenwick 
George Willoughby...+++e+- . Jack Fletcher 
Dr. Trumbull. .....e++.+-.-- Stapleton Kent 
Bill Daniels. .....seeeseeceesss .Ed Moroney 
Irene Smith......+eeeFeeees Kileen Heckart 
Fauny Willoughby......+.++: Helen Waters 





This well-intentioned stock effort 


up a bit it would probably hit the 
jackpot in Baker’s All -Star no- 
royalty play series. The first scene 
| would clear a Broadway theatre 
quicker than a fire. ; : 

The plot is summarized in the title. 
Couple discovers, just“prior to their 
| wedding ceremony, that they havent 
| waited the necessary three days. 
Minister omits part of the ceremony 
to save face with intention of re- 
peating ceremony next day. Couple 
then goes off on its honeymoon with 
the best man. Husband-to-be turns 
out to be a booby and best man 
snaffles the girl after much foolish- 
ness. 

Cast is likeable, and the play 
proves the author has a certain flair. 
But this one belongs in his ro 

ie, 


Mitchell | 











Theatre Tele 


Continued from page 
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| make their events available for BBC 
| transmission. 
| Cinema Television method of the- 


run though not atre video is much the same as that 


recently demonstrated by RCA, ex- 
| cept that it involves a screen about 
\ ecise times as large as that used by 
|RCA. System utilizes direct, in- 
stantaneous front projection, -em- 
ploying an adaptation of Schmidt 
optics and providing a 16x12. foot 


rogate the family, and during the| picture with a projection throw of 
course of his questioning all mem-/| 49 feet. 


is specially proc- 
| essed to economize all light as much 
as possible. 

System has already been tested 
blitzed theatres, 


Screen 


| West said. Present plans call for 
| programs to originate in three pro- 
|duction centers—BBC studios at 
| Alexandra Palace, north of London; 
| Pinewood film studios of the Rank 
| Organization, west of London, and 
| studios to be constructed on the site 
|of the old Crystal Palace at Syden- 
ham. Front of the balcony would 
| be considered the ideal location. for 
the tele projector, or it could be lo- 
cated in the regular projection booth 
if a 40-inch spherical mirror were 
used in the reflective optical sys- 
tem. = 
Mechanics 

In discussing the plan at the 62d 
semi-annual banquet of the Society 
of Motion Picture Engineers in New 
York last week, SMPE tele chair- 
man Paul J, Larsen suggested that 
for theatres without balconies, the 
projector might be suspended from 
the ceiling. West opposed this, 
however, declaring the projector 
would have to be absolutely sta- 
tionary. According to Larsen, such 
an arrangement would keep the 
projector from audience view ,and 
obviate any disturbance from 
mounting it in the center of the or- 
chestra. He said it would be possi- 
ble to construct a rigid suspension 
for the projector which could be 
lowered by a pulley for servicing. 

British plans call for all events 
televised to be made available to 
both theatre and home sets, West 
said. With the price of receiving 
sets now out of reach of most of the 
public, theatre tele would give them 
a chance to participate in the new 
medium. He said that events lined 
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up for theatre tele probably would 
not be sponsored. Instead, a search 
would be made for events that can 
pay for themselves. 

West noted also that Rank is 
highly interested in tying in large- 
screen tele in some way with film 
production. Use of video in film 
studios would save much rehearsal 
money by permitting a producer or 
director to see before the cameras 
started to roll whether lighting, 
makeup, etc., were okay. This, he 
said, would obviate the need for 
many of the retakes that now con- 
sume so much time and money. 








‘Turtle’ for Salt Lake 

Salt Lake City, Oct. 28. 

| “Voice of the Turtle,” with Haila 
| Stoddard, Sheila Graham and Philip 
Faversham. is slated for two per- 
'formances here at the Capitol, Nov. 
10. 











3 mena 





| House will be scaled from a $3.05 
| top. 


should of stood in the woods. Cleaned} 


| cian’s anteroom 
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Plays Abroad’ 


Tuppenee Colored 
London, Oct. 20. 


Tennent Productions, Ltd., production (in 
association with Arts Council) of new revue 
in two acts, Stars Joyce Grenfell, Elisabeth 
Welch, Max Adrian with Lymnetie Rae, 
Daphne Oxenford, Franklin Bennett, Denis 
Martin, Felicity Gray, Angus Menzies. De- 
vised and directed by Laurier Lister. Music 
by Richard Addinséll, Irving Berlin, Geof- 
frey Wright, Arthur Macrae, Debussy, 
Louisguy: lyrics, Joyce Grenfell, Arthur 
Macrae, Hdith Piaf, Nicholas Phipps, Her- 
bert Farjeon, David Yates Masdén, Sagit- 
tarius, Lecnard Gershe. At Globe, Oct, 15, 
"47. 





Unpretentious, intimate little re- 
vue was transferred from Hammer- 
smith, in outer London, because it 
had 
gamble in the West End seemed 
worthwhile. For U. S. tastes, it has 
neither the bite nor the audacity of 
the “Sweet and Low” series and 
would be considered too pallid over- 
seas. 

Depending on three stars who, of 
necessity, do overmuch in this two- 
part show, it has a small chorus and 
enough wit to see it through. Chief 
merit lies in the brevity and light- 
nin& change of sets which leave no 
time for the numbers to pall. They 
even sometimes rouse the wish they 
could be prolonged. Some of musi- 
cal numbers are delightful. ; 

J@yce Grenfell, who is responsible 
for most of the characterizations, is 
also author of many lyrics in show. 
Her inimitable cameos of various 
types are the mainstay—the stately 
Countess, patient shopping house- 
wife, several snob visitors to a musi- 
and a fatuous su- 
burban woman having a day in 
town. They are all excellent. 

Elisabeth Welch has well con- 
trasted songs, “Sartre Resartus,” a 
satire on recent grim French plays; 
a jungle silhouette, “Beast of Prey,” 
“La Vie en Rose,” sung charmingly 
in French; “Sing, Child, Sing,” a 
swinging number that suits her style, 
a “Jabberwocky Song”; and “Supper 
Time,” old Mammy number by Irv- 
ing Berlin. 

Max Adrian’s best contribution is 
“The Poodle’s Lament” in which, 
dressed in a black dog’s skin, he 
satirizes the foibles of man, with 
many jibes at the current govern- 
ment. 

Most amusing skit is that of a 
dramatic stage scene so interrupted 
by rattle of matinee tea-trays that 
the artists decide to have theirs too 
served during the performance, with 
well-timed lines punctuating the re- 
sult. 

A charming mist-screened weather 
vane is depicted in a graceful postur- 
ing act by Felicity Gray, who also 
appears as part of a quintet in a soft 
pastel toned dance ensemble titled 
“Tapestry.” 

There is much artistry and wit of 
the topical or local kind plus in- 
genuousness of entertainment in this 
production. Advance publicity of 
its Hammersmith success will help 
to make it popular, especially since 
few shows of this type are now 
prevalent in London. Clem. 





Jeanne d°Are 
(‘Joan of Arc’) 
Paris, Oct. 22, 


Jacques Hehertot production of drama 
(three acts, nine scenes) by Charles Peguy. 
Adapted by Andre Chancerel and Marcel 


Peguy. Stars Madeleine Ozeray. Directed 
by Paul Oettly. Sets and costumes by 
Jacques Dupont. At Theatre Hebertot, 

Jeanne d@’Are........ccc0- Madeleine Ozeray 
Count de Clermont.......... Jacques Duval 
ee ey ie wagers Claudie Planet 
Bite. Gervaine.’. .. os cece ts Catherine Seneur 
Jeanne’s Uncle, Friar Claudet..Rene Alone 
mele. Cer de:. 4. sce taB ares vabo a Jean Oc«ettly 
Jacques Boucher........../ Jacques Froment 


Jeanne’s Chaplain.......... Jacques Sylvain 








Mrs. Boucher.............Germaine Delbat 
> ) eee eee Jacqueline Durand 
PONG SORNG 5 obo vdeaa Sehines ondhaaaed Vital 
Raoul de Gaucourt.......... Pierre Magnier 
Archbishop of Reims, Jean Massieu.. 
Jean Berger 
Bishop Bernard............ Robert Decombe 
Gilles de Rais..............Michel Lemoine 
Duke of Alencon........... Roger Garceau 
Baron Montmorency.........Jean Gosselin 
Friar Dasbree......... «++.Marcel Morange 
Nicolas Loiseleur.......... Georges Saillard 
Friar Bourat......0..ceee+..+...Moncorbier 
ROCs «53460 owes ecceeee++-Alain Gerard 
Bishop Cauchon...cccecec::. Gaston Severin 
Jean D'Estivet...... eoe.-.Maurice Cimber 
PSs cwrteccdi meta Ch. Rolla Norman 


Jacques Hebertot, who produced 
“Double Headed Eagle,” has not hit 
a winner this time, with highbrows 
the only payees and plenty empty 
seats. Banking on the marquee pull 
of Madeleine Ozeray, erstwhile pupil 
of Louis Jouvet, nevertheless the 
play has little popular appeal. The 
original was by Charles Peguy, done 
in the shape of a trilogy of several 
acts each, circa 1902. Out of this 
Marcel Peguy, his son, and Andre 
Chancerel have solved a play which 
more or less is a profile of Joan of 
Arc. But boiled down, this is only a 
series of sketches which may be edi- 
fying or patriotic, but apart from 
their literary value, are not stage 
material. 

Besides which Miss Ozeray, de- 
spite her personal charm, lacks the 
strength to play the big role of the 
French national heroine. The 15th 
century shepherdess, who donned 
armour to win the French kingdom 
back from the invading English, is 
shown first in her home village 
back in 1425. Next she is seen just 
before she fights some of her battles 
against the English. The last two 
scenes depict her after she has been 
left in the hands of the English, and 


made such a hit there and a} 


is in the Rouen jail before 
burned at the stake. 

The play entails a large cast, 
which does not get much chance 
since there are few plays more stat- 
ic than this one. The conservative 
part of the production are the sets, 
most scenes being only 4 slight al- 
teration of the main set. 

Main interest in the play, from the 
American angle, is to see how the 
French visualize Joan of Arc. This 
is not much guidance for any Amer- 
ican actress who would play the 
part since she’s made a dreamer 
rather than a strong maiden. 

Maxi. 


being 





Legit Followup 











Angel Street 
(GEARY, SAN FRANCISCO) 
San Francisco, Oct. 26. 

The inherent sinister quality 
which distinguished Patrick Hamil- 
ton’s play in its New York presenta- 
tion is sadly missing from this 
reincarnation provided by Laraine 
Day and Gregory Peck. Instead of 
the cloud of diabolism enveloping 
its contents, “Angel Street” takes on 
a whodunit robustness which hangs 
over on the edges in its effort to 
stir the audience. 

Peck is unconvincing as_ the 
pathological killer, and Miss Day 
never fully establishes her character 
as the belabored wife. Neither the 
beard nor the monotone declamation 
of his lines quite removes Peck from 
the ranks of the juveniles in this 
opus, and Miss Day’s vitality is only 
an adequate substitute for the sim- 
mering hysteria with which the role 
has been identified. Peck is definitely 
not so frightening, nor Miss Day so 
frightened, as they would like to 
suggest. 

The third big part in the produc- 
tion, by Ernest Cossart, as Rough, 
the ‘Scotland Yarder, is portrayed 
in a bouncing manner which doesn’t 
hurt the sum total but doesn’t help 
it much eithér. Elizabeth Patterson 
and Elizabeth Fraser turn in work- 
womanlike jobs. Staging, scenery 
and costuming are effective. 

That Shepard Traube, who pro- 
duced and directed the original New 
York product, was also the director 
and producer of this effort would 
seem to indicate that there is an 
essential difference in the finesse of 
the actors he has called from Holly- 
wood and those he employed in 
New York. Ted. 





Horton-‘Henry’ for Memphis 
Memphis, Oct. 28. 
Ellis auditorium has booked Ed- 
ward Everett Horton in “Spring- 








time for Henry,” three perform- 
ances, Friday and Saturday, Dec. 
19-20. 

ee ——— —— 





NOW IS THE TIME 
TO PUT YOUR 
“BEST FOOT FORWARD” 


The eyes of the theatrical 
profession are focussed on 
photographs by 


JO MERMEL 


Creator of Lights and Shadows 


You pay no more for photo- 
graphs by America's lead- 
ing creative theatrical pho- 
tographer. 


DO IT TODAY! 


WRITE—WIRE—TELEPHONE 
FOR APPOINTMENT 


JO MERMEL 


480 Lexington Ave. at 46th St. 
New York, N. Y. 


Tel. Plaza 3-5791 











Members of Immediate Family 
or Next of Kin of 


DAVID KARSNER 


Author of SILVER DOLLAR 
Are Requested to Communicate With 


American Play Company 
522 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
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HOUSE FOR SALE 


Spacious home on 6 acres in New 
Canaan, Conn. Frontal on Wippowan 
River. Three master bedrooms, two 
baths; one servant’s room, bath; large 
playroom adjoining bath. 

Avallable for immediate occupancy. 
Price $45,000. New Canaan 9-13350 or 
PEnnsylvania 6-2464. 
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See Vete on Censorship Act 

President Truman is not dee oye 
to sign a new security re tion 
which would go so far it would 

rmit Government agencies and 
departments to impose a complete 
secrecy on anything which might 
pe regarded as “administrative em- 
barrassment.” ‘ 
Original idea of the regulation 
was to prevent leaks in the atomic 
eld, but the way the thing has 
ee written by the President’s Se- 
eurity Advisory Board, any agency 
could invoke censorship on any- 
thing which might “embarrass it.” 
Even in wartime, the country had 
no censorship as stringent as this. 
Situation is creating a mild sen- 
sation in D. C. press circles. The 
adjective “mild” will come out if 
Truman should decide to sign the 
regulation. 





46-'47 Theatre World 

Third annual volume of Theatre 
World, 222-page pictorial and statis- 
tical record of Broadway’s °46-'47 
legit season, edited by Daniel Blum, 
has just been published. It contains 
cast lists, bios, articles, obits, scene 
shots from plays, players’ portraits, 
and a full index. Good book for 
quick reference, it’s a theatre library 
must, 





Dogpatch In Doghouse 

Practice of late of’ Al Capp’s “Li’l 
Abner” strip to digress from its na- 
tive habitat of Dogpatch has pro- 
voked the editorial wrath of the 
Washington «(D.C.) Times-Herald. 
Cissy Patterson’s paper disapproved 
of Capp’s action last week in sketch- 
ing in a good word for Drew Pear- 
sons’ radio broadcast. Dropping 
“Lil Abner” for a few days, Times- 
Herald opined that Capp “has been 
trying his hand at soapboxing .. . 
in the midst of an experiment that 
has been fatal to many an artist 
before him and wilk be to others 
again. We fondly hope he outgrows 
his present stage of thinking.” 

Baltimore Sun resorted to other 
censorial means. Another artist al- 
tered the character representing 
Pearson by inking in a different 
mame and changing facial charac- 
teristics. Last month “Li'l Abner” 
was omitted in the Pittsburgh Press 
for several days because the man- 
agement considered it “highly ob- 
jectionable both in action and word- 
ing.” An announcement to this ef-, 
fect was run in white space ordi- 
narily occupied by Daisy Mae and 
other Dogpatch residents. 





Eire Bans 23 More Books 

Twenty-three more novels have 
just been added to the long list al- 
ready banned by the Eire Censor- 
ship of Publications Board, which 
rates them either as “indecent” or 
“obseene.” The books, which can- 
not be imported or sold in Eire, are 
as follows: 

“Whither Shall I Wander,” by 
Philip Lindsay; “The Snob,” Jack 
Overhill; “Intimations of Eve,” 
Vardis Fletcher; “The Song in the 
Green Thorn Tree,” James Barke; 
“The Web and the Rock,” Thomas 
Wolfe; “Birthright of Multitudes,” 
David R. Gillian; “For the Rest of 
Our Lives,” Dan Davin; “Twenty 
East of Greenwich,” John Lodwick: 
“The Adventures of Wesley Jack- 
son,” William Saroyan; “We Happy 
Few,” Helen Howe; “Cue for Pas- 
sion,” Gordon Semple; “The Devil 
Among the Tailors,” Rearden Con- 
ner; “The Foxes of Harrow,” Frank 
EEE 
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HIS FIGHT 
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Yerby; “Imperial Venus,” Edgar 
Maas; “Lucinda Brayford,’ Martin 
Boyd; “The Evil Days Come Not,” 
Lydia Holland; “Young Bill Peach,” 
May Davidson; “The Bed,” Cecil and 
Margery Gray; “Mercy Island,” The- 
odore Pratt; “Kinomo,” John Paris; 
“Paradise In Montparnasse,’ Mau- 
rice Dekobra; “Twilight In the 
Danube,” F. C. Weiskopf, and “Pas- 
qual Duarte’s Family,’ Camilo J. 
Cela. ; 

Banning of the book has no in- 
fluence on the possible fate of a film 
made from it. Censorship of Pub- 
lication and Censorship of Films 
are separate codes in Eire, although 
both operate under the Dept. of Jus- 
tice. 





Newspaper Guild Board Meets 

New International Executive 
Board of the American Newspaper 
Guild will hold its first meeting 
Saturday through Tuesday (1-4) in 
New York. Harry Martin, Variery 
mugg and amusements editor-col- 
umnist for the Memphis Commer- 
cial Appeal, will take over as presi- 
dent. 

Among pressing matters  con- 
fronting new board will be its atti- 
tude toward Taft-Hartley act, es- 
pecially the signing of non-Com- 
munist pledges. 





Paul Denis’ Show Biz Book 
Paul Denis, radio editor of the 


N. Y. Post, has authored a book, | 
“Careers in Show Business,” giving | 


the know-how on the_ sundry 
branches of the amusement industry. 
Doubleday is bringing it out in Feb- 
ruary. Abel Green, editor of Variery, 
wrote the foreword. 





Famous Athletes 

L. C. Page & Co., Boston, has pub- 
lished the 10th volume of “Famous 
American Athletes of Today” series. 
Latest is by Al Hirshberg and Joe 
McKenney, Boston sports writers. 

Hirshberg, staff member of the 
Boston Post, authored a book last 
spring titled “The Red Sox, the 
Bean and the Cod,” consisting of 
personality portraits of the Red Sox 
baseball team. 





Bloom’s Testimony of Faith 

“One With God Is a Majority,” by 
Congressman Sol Bloom (Putnam's), 
is a small volume of 12 pages that 
is a plea for tolerance and faith 
in one’s Creator. 

In brief chapters captioned Faith, 
Truth and Love the vet solon re- 
prises the early teachings of his 
mother, enlarging upon her philoso- 
phies to make eloquent reading. 





H.-T. Kane’s 6th Tome 

Harnet T. Kane, former New Or- 
leans newspaperman, will have his 
sixth book published Nov. 12. It’s 
called “Natchez on the Mississippi” 
and is a history of the town. Morrow 
is publishing. Kane’s previous books 
include “Louisiana Hayride,” “New 
Orleans Woman” and “Deep Delta 
Country.” 





Mooney-Henzel Cartoon Tieup 

Martin Mooney and Leo Henzel 
have filed California incorporation 
papers for Trans-World News Syn- 
dicate, designed to turn out cartoon 
features for smalltown newspapers. 

New project is aside from Mooney’s 
independent film production setup. 





CHATTER 


Esquire-Coronet’s Alfred Smart fn 
New York for a week’s business. 

Charles Marquis Warren's second 
novel, “By Some Great Hour,” will 
be published next spring by Double- 
day. 

Bennett Cerf’s “Shake Well Before 
Using,” sequel to his “Try and Stop 
Me,” will be published by Simon & 
Schuster next fall. ® 

Iika Chase’s autobiographical se- 
quel to her “Past Imperfect,’ which 
Doubleday will publish in the spring, 
is tagged “Free Admission.” 

Ik Shuman resigned as executive 
editor of Holiday, to be replaced by 
Richard L. Field as managing editor. 
Field was formerly an associate ed. 

John T. Winterrich, of the New 
Yorker, and Frederick B. Adams, 
Jr., will revive the bibliographical 
mag, Colophon, now to be called 
The New Colophon, beginning with 
issue first of year. It will be a 
quarterly. 

John Hersey named v.p. pro-tem of 
Authors League, pending annual No- 
vember elections, filling vacancy 
ereated by resignation of Clifford 
Goldsmith. Latter has gone to 
Arizona with his family for the 
winter because of his son's allergy 
condition. 

Mrs. Arthur Hays Sulzberger, 
wife of the president and publisher 





of the N. Y. Times, last week ac- 
cepted chairmanship of the news- 
paper division of the Urban League 
Service Fund Campaign, Organiza- 
tion conducts a social service pro- 
gram for Negroes. 

Cc. V. R. Thompson, American 
correspondent for the London Daily 
Express, hosting a farewell cock- 
tailery for Arthur Christiansen, edi- 
tor of the Express, and his wife 
tomorrow (Thursday), who are re- 
turning on the Elizabeth after a 
month’s 0.0. in the U. & 


How Hollywood rumors | start: 
Lloyd C. Douglas went to the Coast 
last week and immediately some- 
one reported that he’d come to 
dicker for the screen sale of his 
next novel. In reality he went 
west to see his dentist, and he’s not 
even started on his new book. 


Long before the Commie probe 
in Washington, Esquire had decided 
to let its film critic, Jack Moffitt, go. 
Latter is a one-time Kansas City 
Star staffer, also an ex-screen 
scripter, who testified on the “ex- 
tent” of Communistic “influence” in 
Hollywood during the current Con- 
gressional probe. 


Donald M. Nelson, president of 
the Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers, has written a 
piece for the November edition of 
the American Academy of Political 
and Social Science Annals, plugging 
the indie film producers as an up- 
lifter, endowed with the dominant 
qualities of zest, originality, initia- 
tive and all like that, 


Lift Laugh Lid 


mam continued from page } 


picayune items that, particularly 
last season, resolved themselves into 
a clash of personalities'and stirred 
up so much ill feeling, will get the 
network heave-ho. 

Ken Dyke, NBC’s new program 
boss, accompanied by Harry Kopf, 
administrative sales veepee, left for 
the Coast last weekend.. Behind the 
N. Y.-to-L. A. trek is a policy-for- 
mulating move designed to set up a 
“Code of Practices for Comedians.” 


Primarily, NBC wants to avoid 
repetition of the Fred Allen censor- 
ship fiasco of last season, which cul- 
minated in a bad press for the net- 
work and the eventual exiting of 
Clarence Menser as NBC program 
chief. 


But before establishing its new 
code, NBC wants to invite all its 
comedians into a free-for-all round- 
table discussion so that the web’s 
code-of-good-taste will embrace 
the thinking of the comics as well 
as the network chieftains. All the 
old censorship snarJs will be thrashed 
out to arrive at a modus operandi 
that hews to the line of good taste. 


Before leaving for the Coast, Dyke 
had already sat down for a series of 
huddles with Fred Allen and Milton 
Berle, the web’s eastern-originating 
comics. But before deciding on the 
final “do’s-and-dont’s” blueprint, the 
web wants to sound out Bob Hope, 
Jack Benny, Eddie Cantor, Jimmy 
Durante, Fibber & Molly, Red Skel- 
ton, and the flock of other comedians 
riding the NBC kilocycles. 


| Crime Does Pay 


Continued from page 1 









































ever, is going whole hog for crime 
and mystery programs. 


Crime Pix Pay Off 


Fact that gangster pictures have 
cleaned up at turnstiles is another 
loophole in current studio reason- 
ing. That they realize this now is 
seen in rush to join the parade. 

Republic timed its announcement 
of “Prison Train,” to star Red Barry, 
with GI prison train which crossed 
continent couple of weeks ago and 
made headlines when prisoners kept 
escaping. Day the train reached its 
destination in California, with its 
load of desperate characters, Repub- 
lic issued bulletin of its plans. 

Preeeding this announcement, 


|though, were those of RKO and 


Martin Mooney, latter for his new 
indie production setup. RKO will 
film “The Story of Warden Lawes,” 
and Mooney is readying “The Boss 
of San Quentin.” 

“Lawes” of course will be based 
on former warden of Sing Sing. 
Warners years ago did Lawes’ book, 
“20,000 Years in Sing Sing,” which 
went over big.. Mooney’s. picture 
actually is followup to “San Quen- 
tin,” which he produced at RKO 
couple of years ago, with Lawrence 
Tierney in top role. Portion of this 
will be filmed on actual site, accord- 
ing to present plans. 

Prison Train Yarns 

“Corkscrew Alley,” which Eagle 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 
Clearwater, Oct. 26. 


What the photographers have done so far in Washington to the glamor 
boys via their candid cameras has been terrifying. Poor Cooper. Poor 
Taylor. Poor Wood. Poor Menjou. Poor Yorick. It was a shock to see 
them looking like alien gargoyles. Acme was the worst offender. 

What the end result of all this is going to be I can plainly foresee. 
Makeup artists and cameramen in Hollywood are going to ask for salary 
tilts commensurate with the illusions they produce. In brief, 5G a week, 
with the stars taking what’s left. 

In brief, 5G a year. 

Can’t Tell Players Without Score Cards! 

I have a system of identification which would make the talkathon 
clearer to a confused world. All witnesses should be identified by their 
party labels. This would make the whole investigation very simple. 
Everybody would fall into clearer light. Practically every witness in 
the first week, for instance, is a registered Republican. At least Louis 
B. Mayer, Sam .Wood, Adolphe Menjou, Robert Taylor, Robert Mont- 
gomery, Leo McCarey, Rupert Hughes, Morrie Ryskind, Lela Rogers, Walt 
Disney and James McGuinness are all Republicans. So is Chairman J, 
Parnell Thomas. 

The other victims are practically all registered Democrats. 
there is a maverick who seems to have had his brand burned over. 
of these are Ronald Reagan (D) and Bartley Crum (R). 

I’m the guy who looks up these things and checks with the registrar 
of voters. 

In California, if for any reason you don’t want to, you don’t have to 
declare your party loyalty there. You can “decline to state.” But 
most of the citizens who are knocking each other around in Washing- 
ton right now have not taken advantage of this right to privacy and are 
perfectly willing to let the world know that they are either Democrats 
or Republicans. The trouble is the Republicans will not let it go at that, 
and naturally that gets the Democrats sore. 

For Export Trade 

To my foreign readers I have to explain that in America we are not 
divided into reactionaries, conservatives, progressives and radicals, but 
all shades of political biases are squeezed into two groups. 

Naturally that leaves both parties badly loused up. The result is we 
find noble Republicans in Minnesota and vile ones in Chicago, uplifting 
Democrats in Rhode Island and stinkeroos in Mississippi. 

Once they get elected to Congress, whatever their origin they head 
for the juicy committee jobs, and if they hang onto office long enough 
they are sure to fall into the chairmanship of these plums. 

That’s how a Mississippi crustacean like Hon. John Rankin got the 
chairmanship of the Un-American Activities Committee. But he’s oozing 
around his own delta right now trying to hook the late Sen. Bilbo’s job. 
That has left the Hon. J. Parnell Thomas (R) from the lowlands of New 
Jersey in control. He’s holding on to the chairmanship like a shark in 
shallow waters. 








Here and 
Two 


Mencken’s Stand-in 
But the boy who opened the way for all these salaried name-callers 
was the Hon. Martin Luther Dies, a character from Beaumont, Texas. 
He pioneered in the field of smearing mercurochrome over the ideological 
itches of Hollywood, and made enough to retire. 


Calling All Names 

At the time Dies headed up the committee, congressional talkathons 
were not the big biz they are today. In those days Republicans, of course, 
were called “fascists,’ and Democrats were called “communists.” 

This much has not changed. Thus today, if you break down the Holly- 
wood names, as distinguished from the name-calling, you'll find that 
practically all the Americans who are calling other guys “communists” 
are registered as Republicans, and practically all the Americans who 
are callirfg other guys “fascists” are registered as Democrats. 

Now It’s Clear 

Practically all the neutrals can be easily identified at the registrar 
of voters, too. Paulette Goddard, Henry Fonda, Gregor¥ Peck, Myrna 
Loy, Van Heflin, Katharine Hepburn, Eddie Cantor, Dorothy McGuire, 
Cornel Wilde, Marsha Hunt, Philip Dunne, Paul Henreid and Burgess 
Meredith are registered Democrats. 

See how simple it is to see the true colors of people once you remove 
the makeup? Now go on with the story. 

The Olivia Branch 

As long as everybody is in such ill temper and a row is considered 
the only news worth a headline, I don’t suppose anybody is going to be 
anything but further annoyed on learning the Fred Allen-Jack Paar feud 
is not real, or that Lolly Parsons and I have shaken hands. 

I credit Olivia de Havilland with the role of peacemaker. In fact the 
girl who won an Oscar for her performance in “To Each His Own” is my 
candidate for chairman of the committee for American activities, as 
opposed to those who specialize in negation. 

. She may be just the girl to succeed where diplomats have failed. 

Without quite knowing it she tore down a spite fence between the 
Lolly (Capulet) Parsons and the Frank (Montague) Scullys that took 
three years to build. 

Sheilah Graham deserves some credit, too, because it was at a star- 
studded cocktail party she gave in Beverly Hills for the managing 
editor of the London Express, where the peace pact was signed. 

Van Johnson, Lucille Ball, Victor Mature, Edwin Justus Mayer, Bryan 
E. Foy, Barney Gerard, Hedy Lamarr, Paul Henreid, Elizabeth Taylor, 
Garry Moore and Maureen O’Hara were there. 

In a corner of the Graham living room Miss De Havilland was telling 
us she had no objection to communists in their own backyard, but she 
detested their using liberals to illiberal ends. 

“Let them stay over where they belong and we will stay where we 
belong,” she said. 

It sounded like a charade. 

“I get it,’ I said. “To each his zone.” 

Her beautiful eyes lit up with laughter, and right there Lolly joined 
the group. Old feuding friends, we were introduced anew, and as far as 
the Scullys are concerned the war between the states is over. It’s now 
up to UN to turn Truman and Stalin over to Miss De Havilland for recon- 
ditioning so that the peace in our time may finally become a reality. 


—___—_— oe —— 








Lion shortly will put before cameras, Regeneration of a gangster will 
is another train story, but this time|be seen in “Slippy McGee,” made 
it will be a passenger train carrying |by Republic. Studio apparently liked 


two escaped convicts, after their| this theme so well that it appears 
break-out, again in “Thé Miracle of Charley 
Twentieth-Fox leans heavily to- | Dakin.” 


ward crime angle in its “Call North- Capone Biopic 
side 777,” story of the old Polish Machinegun action and plenty of 
scrubwoman-mother in Chicago who;it should be order of the day, in 





slaved five years to raise five grand | 
to spring her son, who was unjustly 
imprisoned. Gangster elements will 
appear prominently in this, 

Screen Guild recently turned out 
“The Big House,” with most of ac- 
tion unfolding behind its high walls. 
Mark Hellinger's “Brute Force,” al- 
though now only a memory, with 
picture having played most situa- 
tions, did good business in majority 
of spots, and was rugged piece of 





work. Hellinger’s “Naked City” like- | 
wise reverts to criminal background. ' 


Westbrook Pegler’s film biog of Al 
Capone, which will be produced 
jointly by Pegler’s brother, Jack, 
and Lou Goldberg. Pair have teamed 
up to form indie unit tagged Twoey 
Productions, and will make picture 
for United Artists, on $1,000,000 
budget. 

With gangster trend developing 
into one of most popular with stu- 
dios in years, practically overnight, 
renewed effort is being made by 
most story departments to track 


‘down suitable material for screen. 
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EARLE LARIMORE 
Earle Larimore, 48, stage and ra- 
dio actor, died Oct. 22 in his apart- 
ment in New York. He played 
leading parts in a number of Broad- 
way hits during the 1930s and had 
recently begun conducting a new 
course in acting at New York Uni- 
versity. He was thought to have re- 

eovered from a long illness. 
Born in Portland, Ore., he made 
his stage debut at 7 as a page in 
“The French Fete.” After serving 


in the first World War, he got a job 
with a stock company in Astoria, 


Boats.” He was also seen in “It’s 
You I Want,” “To See Ourselves,” 
“The Good Earth,” “Races,” “Meet 
the Prince,” “At Mrs, Beam’s,” 
“R. U. R.,” “Dark Victory” and “A 
Month in the Country,” and ifi 1940 
toured as leading man with Eva Le 
Gallienne’s repertory company. He 
appeared on the screen in “The 
Kickoff” and “Inspection.” 

After several years’ retirement 
because of illness, Larimore entered 
radio and had a leading role in the 
CBS daytime serial, “This Life Is 
Mine,” as well as single-time parts 
on various other programs. His 
health failed and he retired again, 
but returned and was understudy 
last season in Eugene O’Neill’s “The 
Iceman Cometh” in New York and 


Jean Hughes, sister of Laura Hope 
Crews, 


Larimore first appeared in New 
York in “Made in America,” in 1925. 
He appeared in the Theatre Guild 
production of “Juarez and Maxi- 
milian” and in “Ned McCobb’s 
Daughter” for the same management 
in 1926. Other appearances were in 
the Guild’s “The Second Man,” “The 
Doctor’s Dilemma,” “Man's Estate,” 
“Marco Millions,” “The Silver Cord,” 
“Strange Interlude,” “Mourning Be- 





Ore., at the urging of his aunt, Mrs. 


comes Electra,” “Biography,” “Vol-| played in the show on the road. He 
pone,” “Hotel Universe,” “Melo,”|was also understudy in the same 
“Days Without End” and “Too Many j|author’s “A Moon for the Misbe- 
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attend. 
Sincerely, 





Barney Bernard 
Louls Hirsch 


Rosie Silbert Green 
Harry Hastings 


Mildred Beverly 
Sam H. Fried 
Dr. Hugo Riesenfeld 
Abe Sincoff 

Hart Hirschfield 













Louis Harti Mrs. Rachel Ganz 
Abraham Disher Silverman 
Esther Snegoff Dr. Kari Fischel 
George erer, Jr. Si Goodfriend | 
Henry Asen Henry Estreicher 
Benjamin Witeskin Mrs. R. Welch 
David Groli Marcus Loew 
dake Lieberman Walter Messinger 
Eddie Mack I. Flugelman 
Louis Cohen Ed Rosenbaum, Sr. 
A. Beresnick Chas. Dickson 
Ed Bloom Susan Shenfane 
Jules Jordan Sam Bernard 
Morris Goldberg Hinda Grynberg 
Aaron Epstein Paul Madderns 
Max Weily Harry Coleman 
Sigmund Breitbart Harvey T. Cohen 
— Quittner Jules Hurti 
Lou yton Charles Falke 
Joseph L.. Weber A. L. Durlacher * 
A. & Stein Max Blumenthal 
Joseph H. Vendig Virginia Gruber 
Herman Feuer Henrietta Housen 


Nathan Appell 
Isidore 


Aaron Hoffman Rabinowitz 

Max Isidore Hirsch 

Jacob P. Adler harles 

Oscar 8. Strauss Henry Frey 

Moses F. Reicheimer Samuel Morris 

EK. G. in Pechner 
ack Hof 







Jake Isaacs David Reitz 

Ww Sol H. Lesser 

er Jack Levy 

George Hartz Nathan I. Sachs 
Harry Sam man 
Boris in Victor Vass 
Charles Lovenberg Harry Bernard 
Abe Levy Janet Melville 
Marty Ford David Steinhardt 
Robina Smerlow Jules P. Witmark 
Sim Williams Louis M. Granat 
Nat Roth Herman Fleischer 


Abe Crosney 
Abe Bernstein 
Isidore Fink 
Sam H, Levy 
Nat Fields 
Henry W. Santly - 
Otte H, Kahn 
Harry Stewart 
Jake Wolfe 

Ha Spingold 
Franklin Simon 
Louis Frank 


Dr. Morris Klein 
. William Yaeger 
M. Hirschfeld 
A. H. Spigelgass 
Saimon Sigler 
Maurice Bloch 
Harry Schorr 
Henry Deoblin 
Harry Devine 
George LeMaire 
Dave Schneider 
Milton Anderson 
Dore Davidson 
George Robinson 
Joseph Sehrier Louis Lesser 






















Harry Steppe Louis V. Aaronson 
Adele Schwartz Abraham Greenberg 
Frank Cohen Louis H. Hyman 
Nathan Strizik Isidore Witmark 

I. N. Gilbert Moses H. Grossman 
Me! Klee William W. Cohen 





Julius Kopelov 
Jacob Bolotoff 
Julian Rose 

Oscar Potoker 
Nick Adams 
Ephriam B. Levy 
Samuel (Roxy) Rothafel 
Harry Strouse 

Sam Bernstein 

Ike Rose 

Reuben Weissman 
Jacob I. Weiner 
Felix Feist 

Henry C. Jacobs 
Sydney 8. Cohen 
Elizabeth Podell 
Wm. 8S. Clark 
Irwin Cooper 
Nathan Burkan 
Hermina L. Keith 
Irving Thalberg 
Sol Myers 

Edward Davidow 
Benjamin Lastfogel 
Sarah Sandler 
Herman Bach 
Hetry Dazian 

Max Schwartzhaupt 


Samuel Silberman 

J. Walter Ruben 

Bert Bernstein 

Mrs. Arthur Rosenfeld 
Sally Goldsmith 

Paul Block 

Charles Strauss 
Leonard Bergman 
Mrs. Milton Biow 

B. H. Hyman 

Joe Hurtig 

Ben ‘Bernie 

Gus Yorke 

Rebecca Lewis Minton 
Daniel Frohman 

Bert L. Feibleman 
Lew Fields 

Rabbi Moses Weinberger 
Joseph Weber 

Sam H. Harris 
Joseph K. Watson 
Sir Joseph Ginsburg 
Morris Gest 

Henry Dixon 

Felix Isman 

Mrs. Harry Houdini 


doe Goodwin , 
Mrs. Billy Watson 





















Willie Weston Edgar Alien Wolf 
Hon, A. Theo. Peyser George Gershwin 
Jack Drucker Sylvia Warnow 
Harry Cooper Mrs. Lee Kohimar 
Edwin J. Cohn 
Kalich Harry Kaufman 
Louls Perlman Elias Zornberg 
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THE JEWISH THEATRICAL GUILD 


OF AMERICA, INC. 
(WILLIAM MORRIS, FOUNDER) 


Memorial Services will be held on Sunday, Novem- 
ber 2, 1947 at Temple Rodeph Sholom, 7 West 83rd 
Street, New York City, at 11:00 A.M. 


You and: your friends are cordially invited to 


Eddie Cantor, 


President. 
















Nathan Goldblatt 

Al Fields 

Harry Levin 

Billy Watson 

George Sidney 

m Frank 

David Bernstein 

Jules J. Rubens 

Lew Pollock 

Sam Leibert 

E. W. Schiller 

Edward B. Marks 

William Jacobs 

Ira Helstein 

Alexander Olshanetsky 

Lou Reals 

Sam Forrest 

Edward 8S. Mitchell 

Judge Hugo Pim 

Leo Feist 

Phil B. Iselin 

Fannie Henning I 

Ida Kremer 

Josiah Zuro 

Sarah Durlacher 
loom 


William Grossmaa 
Louls Mann 

Henrietta Hirsch 
Maurice Abrahams 

J h mee 

Dr. Marcus kelstein 
Da Belasco 


Ellis Glickman 


Sol Ko 

Jack Wilson 
Henry J. Hyman 
Sol Brill 


Elias Rothstein 
Sam Mayers 
Clarence Houseman 
A, E. Lefcourt 
Abe Thalheimer 
Max Rogers 
Milton Collins 

rgec 
Lou Seidman 
Jennie Jacobs 
Ida Gropper 
Murray H. Goldsmith 
Garson Mintz 
Irene Ricardo 
J. J. Gotlob 
William Westhome 
Eli Cahn 
David Gordon 
Rosalie Rosenbaum 
Sam Collins 
Mrs. Bertha R. Nunes 
Hon. Max 8. Levine 
Martin Herman 
William Morris 
Sime Silverman 
Loney Haskell 
Milton Aborn 
Dr. Joseph L. Mayer 
Mrs. Louise Colton 
Jules Murry 
Mark Jacobs 
Wh. I. Sirovich 
Mrs. Leo Feist 
Joseph Keith 
Max Winslow 
Judge August Dreyer 
Joe Glick 
I. H. Herk 
Hal Halperin 
Eddie James 
Mark Sandrich 
Harry Goodwin 
Gus Edwards 
James R.-Waters 
Harry Von Tilzer 
Adolph Ramish 
Alex Carr 
Alex Hanlon 
William Rich 
Joe Burns 
Hughie Shubert 
Nathan 8S. Jonas 
Alexander Jutkovitz 
Ken Nichols 
Mort H. Singer 
Aibert Ratnow 
Benny Leonard 
Harry Kabanel 


Lee Kohimar 
— A. Green 
rt Imar 
Mose Gumble 
Sam Howe 
Vera Cole Ferguson 





gotten” on the road last season for 
the Guild. . 

He was formerly married to stage, 
film and radio actress Selena Royle. 
DUDLEY DIGGES 

Dudley Digges, 68, stage and film 
star, died Oct. 24 of a stroke in his 
home in New York. He had ap- 
peared on the New York stage for 
43 years, giving more than 3,500 per- 








formances- for the Theatre Guild 
alone. He had also appeared in over 
50 pictures and directed several 
stage productions. 


A native of Dublin and a member 
of the original Abbey Players there, 
Digges made his New York debut in 
1904 with Mrs, Minnie Maddern 
Fiske. He was stagé manager for 
George Arliss for seven years, as- 
sisting in the production of “Dis- 
raeli,’” “Paganini” and “Hamilton.” 


His first appearance for the The- 
atre Guild was in “John Ferguson” 
in 1919, and among his notable suc- 
‘cesses were “Mr. Pim Passes By,” 
“Liliom,” “The Guardsman,” “The 
Brothers Karamazov,” “Marco Mil- 
lions,” “Major Barbara,” “On Bor- 
rowed Time” and “The Searching 
Wind.” He staged four plays for the 
Guild, “Heartbreak House,” “The 
Doctor’s Dilemma,” “Pygmalion” 
and “Man’s Estate.” Among his films 
were “The Voice of Bugle Ann,” 
“The General Died at Dawn,” “Val- 
iant is the Word for Carrie,” “The 


Light That Failed,” “Raffles” and 
“Love Is News.” He had been a 
vice-president of Actors Equity 


His wife, Mary Quinn Digges, an 
actress, died last summer. Two 
brothers and a sister, all in Ireland, 
survive. 





ARTHUR S. DICKINSON 
Arthur S. Dickinson, 59, for 20 
years director of the Motion Picture 


IN LOVING MEMORY OF MY HUSBAND 


GEORGE M. COHAN 


Sth Anniversary Mass will be offered 


on November 5, 1947, at 10 A.M. at 
@ Lady Chapel of St. Patrick’s Ca- 
thedral, New York City. 


AGNES M. COHAN 





Assn’s. Conservation Department, 
died Oct. 25 in Santa Monica, Cal., 
after a long illness. 


Dickinson had retired last July 
from the Assn., ending a film career 
that began .in 1913 when he entered 
the states rights field. He was con- 
nected with a number of m6tion pic- 
ture companies for 15 years. 

In 1927 he joined the MPPA, fore- 
runner of MPA, where he handled 
technical matters for the industry, 
including contact with the Society of 
‘of Motion Picture Engineers, Na- 
tional Film Carriers, Inc., and the 
National Fire Protection Assn. He 
devised a plan of film exchange fire 
inspections which established safety 
records for all major companies in 
the handling of films. 

Born in Chattanooga, Tenn., Dick- 
inson studied engineering at Georgia 
School of Technology. He was a 
member of Picture Pioneers; former 
financial vice-president of the So- 
ciety of Motion Picture Engineers 
and a member of its board of gov- 
ernors; and a member of the Na- 
tional Fire Protection Assn. 

He is survived by his wife, two 
daughters and a brother. 





WILLIAM T. KEOGH 
William T. Keogh, 87, legit pro- 
ducer and theatre operator, died 
Oct. 28, in his home in the Bronx, 
N. Y. He produced a number of 
shows with Sam H. Davis after the 








turn of the century and operated a 
popular-price theatre chain. 

Among the shows he staged in as- 
sociation with Davis was “On the 
Bowery,” starring Steve Brodie who 
had gained fame for jumping off the 
Brooklyn Bridge, on a dare. Later 
Keogh leased the Star theatre in 
downtown Manhattan and built an- 
other Star theatre uptown. Still 
later, as president of the William 
T. Keogh Amus. Corp., he built a 
number of theatres in the Bronx. 
He was at one time president of the 
Hot Air Club, organization of the- 
atrical managers. Son and sister 
survive, 





EDWARD ZIEGLER 

Edward Ziegler, 77, assistant gen- 
eral manager of the Metropolitan 
Opera Assn. and former music critic 
of several New York publications, 
died Oct. 25 at his home in New 
York. 

Prior to joining the executive 
staff of the Met in 1916, he had been 
music critic on such New York 
newspapers as the Sun, American 
and the World. From 1908 to 1916 
he was music and drama critic of 
The Herald. In his Metopera duties 








he made many tours abroad to scout 
new talent. He wrote several books 


CAilliam Morris 





on music, occasionally wrote for 
other publications and edited cata- 
logs far the Aeolian Co. He was in- 
strumental in setting up deal for the 
broadcasting of the operas from the 
Met. 

Wife, Suzanne Van Valkenburg 
Hamilton, writer and musician, died 
in 1948. Daughter and stepson sur- 
vive. 





VERA COLE FERGUSON 

Mrs. Vera Cole Ferguson, 50, for- 
mer vaude and musicomedy actress, 
died Oct. 25 of a cerrebral hemor- 
rhage at her home in Great Neck, 
L. I. She was the wife of Dave 
Ferguson, also of the stage and cur- 
rently executive secretary of the 
Jewish Theatrical Guild of America. 

Mrs. Ferguson, known profession- 
ally as Vera Cole, was a vaude 


IN MEMORIAM 
In Loving Memory of Our Brother 


SAMUEL LIEBERT 


COMEDIAN 
Died Oct. 24, 1945 


AT REST 





single on the Keith and Orpheum 
circuits for several years prior to 
her marriage. Later she played sou- 
bret role for two years in the Al 
Jolson musical, “Bombo,” and had 
also appeared in several musicals for 
Cohan & Harris, 

Besides her husband, a daughter 
also survives. 





LEO J. CALLINAN 

Leo J. Callinan, 57, former ex- 
hibitor, manager and _ broadcaster, 
died Oct. 19 in Charleston, W. Va. 
He was state manager there of the 
Labor Union, A.F. of L. weekly, 
since 1938. He had been prominent 
in show business, organizing the 
Akron Theatre Owners Assn. and 
serving as its secretary. In 1925 he 
headed Callinan Attraction, Inc., 
booking agency operating between 
New York and Chicago. He later 
managed the Guy Lombardo, Vincent 


IN FOND REMEMBRANCE 


JOE BURNS 


(Nov. 3, 1946) 
FROM AN OLD FRIEND 





Lopez, Jan Garber and Emerson 
Gill bands, and in 1929 managed ra- 
dio station WFJC, Akron. 

Wife, daughter, and sister survive. 





DICK DIAMOND 
Dick Diamond, 35, production 
manager of Jerry Fairbanks Studios, 
died Oct. 26 in Hollywood, of a 
heart attack. Son of the late Lou 
Diamond, who was in charge of 
producticn of short features and 
musie publication interests for 
Paramount, he joined Fairbanks in 
1935, heading the location depart- 
ment. He was a First Lieutenant in 
the Signal Corps during the war, 
assigned to the Photographic Center, 
where he supervised the production 
of army training films. 
WILLIAM FOX 
William Fox, 61, vaude performer, 
died Oct. 22 in New York. He was 
a member of the team of Fox & 


Wednesday, October 29, 1947 


Stewart, which was for years a fea. 
tured act on the Keith and Orpheum 
circuits. He later appeared in bur- 
lesque on the old Columbia wheel 
with “Billy Watson’s Beef Trust” 
and had also been in a road com- 
pany of “Abie’s Irish Rose.” He 
retired from the stage 15 years ago, 
Wife, son, sister and brother sur- 
vive. 
x 





LILLIAN UTTAL 

Lillian Uttal, 44, freelance lyric 
writer under the name of Diana 
Johns, was found dead Oct. 2% in 
her hotel room in New York. Ac- 
cording to police, she had committed 
suicide via sleeping pills. In 1927, 
Miss Uttal was secretary of the 
League for Better Pictures. Her 
brother, radio announcer Fred Uttal 
said she had been despondent since 
the death of her 


i husband four 
months ago in Chicago. 





FRANK D. SIEGRIST 

Frank D. Siegrist, 47, name band 
musician, died Sept. 21 in Los 
Angeles. His body, unclaimed for 30 
days in the county morgue, was 
identified last week by his former 
wife, India. 

Siegrist, who was fatally stricken 
with a heart attack played trumpet 
with Paul Whiteman some 25 years 
ago, 





P. LUCIUS PRYOR 
P. Lucius Pryor, 66, owner of the 
Pryor Concert service, New York 
and Council Bluffs, Iowa, died Oct. 
23 at his home in Council bluffs of 
a Reart ailment. During the last 40 
years he had booked midwest con- 
cert tours for leading artists and 
(Continued on page 63) 


MARRIAGES 


Dorothy Latta to Terry O’Neill, 
Hollywood, Oct. 18. Bride is screen 
actress; he’s district manager of the 
Warner Bros. in Albany, N. Y., area, 

Mary Jane White to Homer A, 
Cable, Rockville Center, N. Y., Oct 
25. Bride is daughter of Al B. White, 
retired vaude actor; he’s picture 
editor of Logk magazine. 

Irene Allaire to Sandy Kovac 

New York, Oct. 26. Bride is princi- 
pal in “Burlesque” at Belasco, N. Y.; 
he’s a wrestler. 
Wilma Lois Derden to Louis Jerry 
Spengler, San Antonio, Oct. 18. He’s 
merchandising and promotion direc- 
tor for KABC in that city. 

Nanette Fabray to David Tebet, 
Tarrytown,.N. Y., Oct. 26. Bride is 
musical comedy actress; groom is 
legit press rep. 

Joyce Reynolds to Don Gallery, 
Los Angeles, October 24. Bride is 
Warner contract player; he’s adopt- 
ed son of ZaSu Pitts and Tom Gal- 
lery. 








BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles T. Mertz, 
son, New York, October 20. Father 
is Acting Chief of the Motion Pic- 
ture Section, War Department’s 
Civil Affairs Division. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Burke, daugh- 


ter, Kansas City, Mo. Oct. 21. 
Father is radio actor. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Weaver, son, 


Wichita, Kans., Oct. 17. Father is 
manager of the Plaza _ theatre, 
Lindsborg, Kans. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Shoemake, 
daughter, Washington, Mo., Oct. 20. 
Father is manager of the Calvin and 
Garden theatres there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hood, son, 
Herington, Kans. Oct. 17. Father 1s 
employe of the Dreamland theatre, 
Herington. 

Mr. and Mrs, Owen Johnson, son, 
San Antonio, Oct. 23. Father is 
member of the sales staff of KTSA 
there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pat Nerny, daughter, 
Hollywood, Oct. 25. Mother is Mona 
Freeman of the films. 

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Fairbanks, 
Jr., daughter, Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Father is film actor-producer. 

Mr, and Mrs. Joseph Depew, son, 
Los Angeles, Ocf 20. Father is an 
assistant film director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Capron, daugh- 
ter, Philadelphia, Oct. 19. Father is 
news director WCAU; mother 1s 
former Jill Stern, daughter of for-- 
J. David 


mer Record publisher, 

Stern, ; 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Derbyshire, 

daughter, Philadelphia, Oct. 

Father is KYW producer, 2 
Mr, and Mrs. Howard Smith, 


daughter, Hollywood, Oct. 21, 
Father is a film editor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Mayer, 
daughter, New York, Oct. 22. Father 
is legit actor recently on tour with 
“The Red Mill.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Bonafield, 
daughter, Bronxville, N. ¥., Oct. 23. 
Father is prexy of RKO Pathe. 

Mr, and Mrs. Frank (Buddy) 
Thomas, daughter, Pittsburgh, Oct. 
20. Father's on Republic exchange 





staff in that city. 
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Broadway 


reer Garson in New York for 


_ extended vacation. 


Peter Lawford planed back to the 
Coast over the weekend. ‘ 
The Jack (Decca) Kapps enter- 
ing for, Sir Louis Sterling of 
Pea Sesighs Melita pill Souk 
i ra ullivan still feel- 
Mies ter the weather at his Sara- 
toga home. 
Joe Laurie, Jr., finally discharged 
y his medico after that mugging 
cident last spring. 
andler again to. star in 
ag Oy es” seetine at Madison 
Square Garden Nov. 18. 
Philip Dorn, co-star of RKO’s “I 
member Mama,” leaves Nov. 10 
or a vacation in Holland. 


Walter (Lord Tarleton) Jacobs 
pack from 10 days house-guesting 
with Al Jolson on the Coast. 

Metro director Clarence Brown 
arrived in town over the weekend 
fo spend several weeks here. 


Treasurers Club’s annual benefit 
will be a special performance of 
“The Heiress,” Biltmore, Nov. 30. 

Dore Schary in Friday (31) and 

ck to the Coast Monday (3), fol- 
owing his voluntary D. C. testimony, 


Attorney Morris L. Ernst left for 
England on business over the week- 
end; due back in about three weeks. 


Seventh year of rink revues at the 
Center to be celebrated at a party in 
the theatre’s lounge Synday (2) 
night. 

Capitol’s billing was the most- 
arenthetic, viz: ‘“Larr (‘Jolson 
tory’) Parks in ‘The Swordsman’ 
(and the Lady).” 

Richard Barthelmess, inactive in 
films the past five years, plans legit 
roducing. He’s mulling a revival 
f “Green Pastures.” 

Vicente Gomez back from Holly- 
wood after completing four p tures 

a row; guested on the Jack Smith 

ow last night (28). ‘ 


Harry Brand, chief of 20th-Fox 
studio publicity and advertising, in 
for 10 days on pre‘“Gentleman’s 
Agreement” ballyhoo. 

Norman Cordon, 

who played lead in “Street 
cene” last season, now singing with 
ity Center Opera Co. 


Private — of the Grace 

oore Memorial Exhibition opened 
the exhibit at Museum of the City 
of N. Y. yesterday (Tues.). 

Henry Sherek planed to the Coast 
—_ (24) without his wife; latter 
‘orced to remain in Gotham to re- 
cuperate from.a flu attack. 


The Charlie Ejinfelds’ boy, Dick, 
working for Loew’s Intl. in Paris 
and London. Later he may take 
some courses at the Sorbonne. 

Jimmy Daley, g.m. of Minstrel 

roducing Co., soliciting former 
egit angels to bankroll $15,000 for 
yuemarchs of Minstrelsy,” 23-people 
ab. 

Johnny Hyde, William Morris 
agency veepee, plans o.0,ing Europe 
next spring when international tal- 
ent prospects are figured to be more 
conducive. 

‘ Taplinger preceded Charlie 
Einfeld and David Loew, Enterprise 
toppers, east; latter arriving this 
week to ready “Arch of Triumph” 
for release. 

Cecil Beaton, in Britain since 
February designing costumes for 
two Korda films, back in New York 
and may do decor on a new version 


‘ 


ex - Metopera 


. of “Camille.” 


Paul Gerard Smith and wife, who 
were visiting Mrs. Dave Ferguson 
when she suddenly died last week, 
ad their 29th wedding anniversary 

onday (27). 

Don Gillette honored by 50 mem- 
ners of the trade press yesterday 
Tuesday) at a luncheon on the eve 
of his departing from Warners to 
write a novel. 

Herb Baker, now in Hollywood 
where he wrote the script for Henry 

organ’s debut pic, “This Is New 

ork,” has a new musical and plans 
a Broadway Boog jon thereof. 

Jeanne (Mrs. Jerry) Sager now 

andling publicity for Leon & 


die’s, not her husband as previ- 
ously reported. He’s press agent 
for w’s Criterion on Broadway. 


Payson Re is the bandleader in 
the new Rendez-Vous Room of the 
Hotel Plaza, opening tomorrow 
‘Thurs.) night. It’s the date for 
which the late Ernie Holst was 
slated. 

Metro pic roducer Gottfried 
Reinhardt quickied in and out, 
haa ing “Command Decision,” which 
ae bought pre-production, with 

able in mind for the Paul Kelly 


legit role. 

ise Sillcox, executive-secretary 
of the Authors League, has returned 
to N. Y. fulltime. Until last week 
she operated four days a week from 
her farm at Center of Town, West 
Hartford, Vt. 

Maurice Bergman, Universal east- 
ern ad-publicity chief, ailing at his 
home from recurrence of gallstones, 
due back this week to huddle with 
John Joseph, arrived from the Coast 
on pub-ad plans. 
C George Jessel, due to open at the 

arnival, Nov. 28, will appear at the 
White House Photographers dinner 
or Pres. Truman Nov. 15 and will 
emcee the Picture Pioneers affair at 
the Hotel Plaza Nov. 19, 

Arlene Francis, having completed 
her first screen assignment in “All 
My Sons,” arriyed east over the 


weekend to remaln until early Janu- 
ry, when ditector-husband Martin 

bel is due back in Hollywood. 

he Daffyl Zanucks not coming 
east after all for the “Gentleman’s 
Agreement” preem, as originally in- 
tended. Film meantime having a 
series of special screenings this and 
next week at the 20th-Fox home- 
office. 

Banshee luncheon last week at 
Waldorf-Astoria, to honor 20th anni 
of Mickey Mouse, actually turned 
into a tribute to Walt Disney, who 
was on hand to receive gift book 
with congratulatory messages from 
governors of 48 states. 

James Sauter elected executive 
v.p. of the James J. Walker Memo- 
rial, Inc., set up to perpetuate the 
name of the late mayor, by extend- 
ing grants in aid to organizations 
| that promote the general welfare of 
the youth of our city. 

Robby Lantz’s dicker with the 
William Morris ageney as London 
rep didn’t materialize so the former 
U-I story-talent rep flew back to 
England but is returning with 
Beatrice Lillie the end of December 
| when that Star joins Arthur 
Schwartz's “Inside USA” revue. 

Reginald Denham, the English- 
born playwright-director and. orni- 
thologist zealot, goes to Hawk Moun- 
tain, Pa., next week, to observe the 
annual hawk migration. The spot, 
now a protected reservation, is be- 
lieved to have the greatest assem- 
blage of wild birds of prey of any 
place in the world during the migra- 
tory season. Bird scholars from all 
over eastern U. S. gather to observe 
the hundreds of varieties. 


Ottawa 


Babe Berezin managing new 
suburban nabe, Elmdale. 


Capital skedded to get two legit 
theatres under new city-plannihg 
scheme, but no construction date is 
indicated. 


RA (Ottawa. Civil Service Recre- 
ational Assn.) Film _— preemed its 
second season wit two ghorts, 
“Canadian Metropolis” and “Canada 
Dances,” featured. 


Marshall Yarrow, former city edi- 
tor of the Evening Citizen, later 
Reuters correspondent with para- 
troops in Europe, appointed man- 
ager of local station CKCO. 

National Film Board appointed 
Sam Miles, Winnipeg, director of 
theatrical promotion for Prairies re- 
gion and Tom Miller, Vancouver, to 
similar post in British Columbia and 
Alberta. 

Angelo Stevens, who resigned as 
manager of Famous Players Rideau, 
also quit as president of Eastern 
Ontario Motion Picture ‘Theatres 
Assn. He previously managed FP’s 
uptown Regent. 

Roger Racine, who handled the 
filming of the Congipe my’s 
Arctic exercises “Polar Bear,” 
gne 
indefinite 








“Eskimo” and “Musk Ox,” has 
to Lake Success 
stint with the UN. 


for an 





Networks All Out 


Continued from page 1 


the majority of their affiliates may 
not, see it that way. 

Mutual, in fact, will only wax the 
broadcast and edit it down for air- 
ing at an hour when more people 
are up and about. ABC will carry 
the live program, but will rebroad- 
cast a eondensation with a eommen- 
tary by Pauline Fredericks at 7:30-8 
p.m. the same day. 

Two CBS newsmen. Howard K. 
Smith and Edward R. Murrow, and 
one from each of the other webs— 
Frederick Opper of ABC, Merrill 
Mueller of NBC and Arthur Mann 
of Mutual—will describe the royal 
goings-on. Murrow will fly to Lon- 
don Friday, Nov. 14, and remain a 
week, doing his Campbell-sponsored 
news strip via shortwave. 

BBC is supervising overall plan- 
ning of radio coverage of the wed- 
ding. 





Anti-Petrillo 


Continued from page 1 


between Petrillo and disk, transcrip- 
tion manufacturers and radio inter- 
ests turning up in Petrillo’s favor. 
On the other hand, they feel that if 
Petrillo had long ago set up a pub- 
lic relations department to explain 
to the public the reasons for his 
moves, the path would be easier. It’s 
felt that so many aspects of Pe- 
trillo’s argument are logical, in view 
of what other unions are getting 
without much argument, that he 
wouldn't have the public and D. C. 
legislators .so dead set against him 
if the methods used were different. 


That the public is deep in the 
dark about the reasons behind Pe- 
trillo’s demands is obvious in the 
number of laymen who ask music 
tradesmen for an explanation. They 
know only of his bull-in-a-china- 
shop methods of achieving his de- 
mands. ; 








VARIETY 
London 


“Bless the Bride” jee its 200th 
performance at the Adelphi. 

Gracie Fields to broadcast for the 
BBC’s Silver Jubilee show in No- 
vember, 

Parry Jones to represent Britain 
at the first postwar music festival 
at Oslo shortly. 

“The Reluctant Lady,” new play 
by Mabel Constanduros, to try out 
at the “Q” theatre in November. 

Henry Stephenson due in N, Y. on 
the Queen ,Elizabeth Friday (31), 
having completed his film work in 
“Oliver Twist.” ; 

‘Deep are the Roots” closing at 


| the Criterion Nov. 8, to be followed 


by Ruth Draper, who will have a 
month’s season there. 

Will Fyffe, taken ill during film- 
ing of “Bonnie Prince Charlie,” now 
under observation at the London 
Clinic, with an operation indicated. 

Understood Lou Jackson is to pro- 
duce for British National a film ver- 
sion of “No Room at the Inn,” the 
dramatic evacuee play by Joan 
Temple. 

When Ronald Squire left cast of 
“Jane” for vacation in south of 
France, he was really on his honey- 
moon with bride Esylit Williams, 
ht, actress. : 

J. B. Priestley’s “Ever Since Para- 
dise” closed at the New Oct. 25 to 
make way for Old Vie Co, season 
which opens Nov. 4 with “The Tam- 
ing of the Shrew.” 

Jack and Daphne Barker, cabaret 
team, splitting up. She is appearing 
in “Separate Rooms” at the Strand 
and he has taken on 21-year-old Pat 
Hutton as his third partner. 

Kay Hammond has been ordered 
to take six months’ rest by doctor 


and scheduled tour and London pro- | 


duction of “The Beaux Stratagem” 
has been abandoned. Husband John 
Clements was to have co-starred and 
directed revival of classic. 

Gabriel Pascal, now in Rome to 
arrangé filming of his next Bernard 
Shaw picture, “Androcles and the 
Lion,” revealed his recent wedding 
on eve of trip to Italy. Bride is 
Valerie Jakabffy, aged 21, whom the 
53-year-old producer met in Paris 
last August. 

Ben Travers’ new farce, “Out- 
rageous Fortune,” which has been 
on tour, opens at the Winter Gar- 
den Nov. 13. Charles Hickman is 
director, and cast includes Ralph 
Lynn, Robertson Hare, Enid Lowe, 
Joan Lang, Rona Laurie and Martin 


Stockholm 


By Sven G. Winquist 

Oscar Wilde’s “Lady Windermere’s 
Fan” a smash at the Vasa theatre. 

Garson Kanin’s “Born Yesterday” 
was solidly received at Nya Tea- 
tern. 

Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy left 
after filling dates at the Consert Hall 
here. 

William Kapell, American pianist, 
recently appeared at a Consert Hall 
recital. 

Nils Poppe winning thesping hon- 
ors in “Lorden Fran Granden” at 
Southern theatre. 

“Macomber Affair” and “Sinbad 
the Sailor” recently preemed at the 
Astoria and Palladium respectively. 

Swedish actor and opera singer 
Carl-Axel Hallgren recently turned 
down an offer from a Hollywood 
producer. 

Sten Gester, back from studying 
screen acting in U. S., made his pic 
debut in Kungs Film’s “Livet Pa 
Forsbyholm.” 

Sture Lagerwall mentioned for 
role in “Brigadoon,” slated to open 
at the Oscars theatre, He also may 
do “Hamlet” at the Nya Teatern 
in February. 

Calle Reinholdz, now doing film 
work in Denmark, will return here 
to appear at the Folkets Hus Thea- 
tre soon. It will be in a variety 
show, as usual. 

A touring group from the Wasa 
theatre started with “Grona Hissen” 
in Norrkoping, Oct. 15. Stars 
Max Hansen and Sickan Carlsson, 
who also were stars in the film 
version of the same story. 

Swedish orchestra leader Thore 
Jederby to U. S. on a brief visit 
soon. Jack Noren, drummer in Jed- 
erby’s band, is an 18-year-old Ameri- 
can. Trumpeter Rowland Greenberg, 
also in Jederby’s, plans going to 
Canada. He's a former Norwegian 
band leader. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Bobby Fife, the nitery m.c., re- 
cuperating at West Penn Hospital. 

Mrs. Warren Munsell, Jr., in from 
New York for a visit with her 
mother. 

Dancer Jere McMahon to London 
to be featured in a new English 
musical. 

Hunt Stromberg. Jr., in town for 
a few days to look over his touring 
“Red Mill.” 

Paul Winchell and dance team of 
Consolo & Melba in new Terrace 
Room show. 

Leah Britton has rejoined line at 
Casino, after working Cleveland 
clubs as a single. 

Otto Krenn, who has worked at 
most local stations, joins announcing 
staff of new. WPGH. 

Ellen Letchworth Larson home 








again after Broadway debut in the 
flop “You Gotta’ Get Out.” 

John Taylor, of Nixon Cafe staff 
for 17 years, has quit to open his own 
restaurant in East Liberty. 

Leigh Jason, the film director, 
brought his family here for a visit 
with his sister, Mrs. Moe Silver. 

Marian Berber, harpist with Buddy 
Murphy’s KQV staff band, added to 
Pittsburgh Symphony this season. 

Eddie Schaeffer heau:ining Carou- 
sel show and m.c.’ing while Jackie 


*Heller’s vacationing in California. 


Pittsburgh Savoyards switching 
from Syria Mosque to Carnegie 
Music Hall for their performances 
this season. 

Jack Hochhouser, Tech drama 
schoo] graduate in 45, named assist- 
ant to Director Ted Viehman of 
Tulsa Little theatre. 

Lena Horne’s dad, Teddy Horne, a 
local tavern keeper, went to a N. Y. 
hospital with pneumonia while 
taking in World Series. 

Pembroke Davenport, musical con- 
ductor of “Red Mill,” turned in 
notice here to return to New York 
to baton “Look, Ma. I'm Dancing.” 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 
Warner’s Capitol, in nearby Win- 


chester, Va., inaugurated Sunday 
films with sock results. 


Nathan D. Golden, chief barker of 
local Variety tent, slated to attend 
club’s Tulsa powwow, Nov. 2. 


Gene Krupa, in on a vaude stint 
last week, filled in at WWDC as disk 
jockey in a Duke Ellington program. 

Orville Dull, Metro producer, in 
and out of town these days on com- 
pany’s full-length documentary about 
the Byrd expedition. 

Dr. Josephine MeGarry Callan 
back on her job on staff of Catholic 
U’s Speech and Drama school, after 
a Broadway stint training the speak- 
ing chorus of “Allegro.” 

Name Bands, Inc., new band-a- 





week with Sammy Kaye, is under 
management of Kay Ford, frau of 
Gene Ford, of Loew’s Capitol. 











Boxer Wins 


Continued from page 1 





a professional boxer, is said to have 
given the two writers of the tune 
the inspiration for it. One of his 
expressions, when someone left him 
to go to dinner elsewhere, was the 
title line of the tune. He knew noth- 
ing of its writing, but when he heard 
the tune and saw publicity on it and 
realized the writers had based it on 
his expression, he demanded a 
cut-in. 

Song, as recorded by Johnny Mer- 
cer and the King Cole Trio for Capi- 
tol Records, was released only a few 
weeks ago and has made fast prog- 











ress since. Other recording compa- 
nies are doing it to compete with 
Capitol. 











Jolson Contesting 


Continued from page 1 








sequel, also with Columbia, and 
again Sidney Skolsky will produce. 
It’s called “Jolson Sings Again.” An- 
other retake on the original deal 
will be Larry Parks, once more re- 
enacting “Jolson,” with the star, of 
course, singing for the soundtrack. 

Jolson has just made four sides 
for Decca, and will wax four more, 
for the No. 3 Decca album, but a 
conditions of his contract with Col. 
is that these waxed excerpts from’ 
the forthcoming biopic can’t be re- 
leased until after the film. Col. 
prexy Harry Cohn doesn’t want the 
revived tunes made stale long be- 
fore the film is shown. 

“Jolson Story” grossed nearly 
$10,000,0000, and the singer’s 50%- 
of-the-profits deal should realize him 
$3,500,000 or more. 


= 





Obituaries 


Continued from page 62 


awarded scholarships to outstanding 
students in music. Wife, three 
daughters and two sons survive. 





ROBERT KALLOCH 


Robert Kalloch, fashion designer 
for RKO, died Oct. 19 in North 
Hollywood, following a heart attack. 





Mother, 84, of Charles Van, 
former vaude performer  associ- 
ated with Chicago office of Variety 
for the past 25 vears, died Oct. 19 in 
Brooklyn. 





Mother, 62, of Julie Dale, of the 
Chicago office of General Artists 
Corp., died Oct. 18 in Chicago. 





Wife of Irving Mandel, Monogram 








franchise holder in Chicago, died 
Oct. 18 in that city. 


month outfit which preemed past | 
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Hollywood 


Regis Toomey to Pittsburgh. 
Walter Abel trained in from New 
York. 


Boris Morros trained in from New 


York. 

N. Peter. Rathvon hospitalized for 
checkup. 

Ricardo Cortez returned from 
Mexico City. 

Producer Jules Levey aired in 


from Manhattan. 

Cameraman Gregg Toland left for 
Rio Janeiro, . ' 

Joyce Matthews.divorced Milton 
Berle in Reno. 


Donald Crisp recovering from 
major surgery. 

Eagle Lion. prexy Arthur Krim 
planed in from New- York. 

Alf Kjellins new: film name is 


Christian Kelleen. 

Dore Schary to Washington for the 
Congressional hearings. " 

T. F. Scales, with 20th-Fox in Lon- 
don, in for studio huddles. 

Walter Pidgeon to Pittsburgh as 
guest of the Variety Club. 

Lotte Lehmann lining up a con- 
cert tour, starting in January. 

Singer Dale Evans checked in at 
Republic after her rodeo tour. 

Producer Jack Chertok back on 
the job after a month in the east. 

George Tobias in town after nego- 
tiating for a legit chore on Broad- 
way. ‘ 


Carlisle Jones, Warner publicist, 
broke a collar bone in an auto acci- 
dent. 

President John J. Jones in from 
New York for Screen Guild con- 
fabs. 


Writer-director Paul Sloane at 
home recuperating from appendec- 
tomy. 

Barry Sullivan heading east for a 
personal appearance tour with “The 
Gangster.”’ 

Actor Milburn Stone returned 
from Manhattan huddles with Brock 
Pemberton. 

Mary Pickford returned from 
Olathe, Kas., where Buddy Rogers’ 
mother is ill. 

Mischa Auer to San Francisco for 
personal appearance at the Golden 
Gate theatre. 

Janet Collins starts a nationwide 
dance tour after her local one- 
nighter Nov. 3. 

Carl Krueger elected president and 
Richard G. Hubler veepee of Carl 
Krueger Productions. 

Lily Pons, Helen Traubel, Dorothy 
Kirsten and Lawrence Tibbett in 
town foi the opera season. 

Henry Sherek in from London to 
huddle with Leo Gunn about re- 
turning to the British stage. 

Gertrude Musgrove, London and 
Broadway stage actress, granted a 
divorce by default from art director 
Vincent Korda. 

Robert Ryan and Gloria’ Grahame 
| guest speakers at the second an- 
{nual convention of the American 
Jewish Labor Council. 


Palm Springs 


By Hank Goldenberg 
Richard Dix, accompanied by Mrs., 








sojourning here for enforced rest. 

Mr. and Mrs. Darryl Zanuck 
weekended before returning here 
for the winter, per usual. 

Allan Warshauer, advertising exec, 
sunning while considering assign- 
ment, after leaving Warner Bros. 

Western celebration had Dorothy 
Lamour warbling ditties at the 
Kangaroo court on the main drag. 

Engrossed in tennis at the Racquet 
Club: Van Johnson, Dick Haymes, 
Mousie Powell and Spencer Traeyv 

Opening of Tennis and Rac 
Clu brought Ben Bogeaus , 
wife (Dolores Moran), Dorothy ‘. 
mour, Ann Miller and Frederick 1 
Cordova, Bob Hope, Otto Kruge 
Sonja Henie and Greg Bautzer 
Hedda Hopper, Bay Bainter, Mr. & 
Mrs. Edward Small. 

Local villagers treated to preview 
of swank new Wonder Palms hotel, 
when Joe Blumenfeld, San Francisco 
theatre and baseball magnate, threw 
cocktal party for the natives last 
Friday. Built in heart of Wonder 
Date Garden at cost said to exceed 
a million, luxuriant rancho is sched- 
uled for official opening Oct. 31. 
Large contingent of show people 


from Hollywood and S. F.. have 
made reservations for opening, 
which is a sellout. Bookings in- 


/}clude Harry Cohn, Rita Hayworth, 


Evelyn Lane, Larry Parks, Chico 
Marx. Maxwell Arnow, Barney Rose, 
Mike Newman. Clarence Winston is 
general manager, with Esther Mc- 
Gee, formerly of Lone Palm, in 
charge of hotel operations. 


Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

Actor Eddie Byrne hospitalized 
for operation. 

Jose Iturbi due for piano recital 
at Theatre Royal, Noy. }, in his first 
visit to Ireland. 

Cyril Cusack to London for role 
in Wessex Films production of 
“Esther Waters.” 

Odeon (Ireland) art director Fer- 
gus O’Ryan to hold exhibition of 
own paintings next month. 

Gaiety theatre manager Hamlyn 
Benson bows out to return to acting, 
joining the Company of Four in 
London. 

McCrossan Productions finished lo- 








cation work on “My Hands Are 


| Clay;” will shoot interiors in Eng- 


lish studios. 
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1947-8. CONCERT TOUR 


Opens November 8th when DOWNBEAT presents Louis Armstrong at the Civic 
Opera House, Chicago. On November 9th, Louis Armstrong plays two concerts, after- 


noon and evening, at Severance Hall in Cleveland. Dates in other cities will be an- 
nounced soon. 


- EI 


Louis Armstrong is represented by more current albums than any other recording 
artist. Victor No. 20-2348—ROCKIN’ CHAIR & THE JACK ARMSTRONG BLUES. Soon 
to be released: SOME DAY & THE FIFTY-FIFTY BLUES. Victor Albums: HJ-!1, HOT 
JAZZ by Louis Armstrong; HJ-10, ESQUIRE’S ALL-AMERICAN HOT JAZZ, VOL..2. 


PICTURES 


Now being exhibited all over the country, United Artists’ release of Louis Armstrong's 
life story, “New Orleans.” Soon to be released Samuel Goldwyn’s technicolor musi- 
cal ‘A Song Is Born” starring Danny Kaye and featuring Louis Armstrong. 








The Louis Armstrong-Jack Teagarden combination was the feature of the season's 
premiere performance of THE JACK CARSON SHOW. 


LOCATIONS 





Louis Armstrong begins a return engagement at Billy Berg’s in Hollywood on Decem- - 


ber 24th, the quickest return engagement for any attraction ever playing that club. 








COPS HAD TO BE CALLED to 
help regulate mobs. 
—~VARIETY 
report on opening at 
the Rag Doll, Chicago 


“IF THERE WAS EV ANY 
DOUBT that Loui m0 
i 








; ng is 
the finest ar ry of 
Amex 21 erly dis. 
pel j 1 concerts 
Ther he played 
superb ho i ig art 
form at i yric 
music unsurp, ary 


musicad at ike this 
should ost enthusiastie 
respons om the most sophisti- 


cated concert audiences in the coun- 
try.” 
—Wilder Hobson 
of FORTUNE cu 


& 
LOUIS A ves SA. 


DEN acked a 4,000 
sea a urned many 


awa ga* 
man KFWB 


JAZZ CONCERT IS A TERM 
THAT HAS BEEN MUCH 
ABUSED. If it has any meaning 
all it must refer to what 44 
whenever and wher 


strong pick Rei 

gave l ste SRO 

Agate 

} t ait teat 

‘ ngeftn in Car- 
negie ‘ 


- Fred Robbins WOV 


HE WALKED ONSTAGE AT 
TOWN HALL stuck a trumpet in 
his teeth and, except for taking a 
breath or singing a song, he played 
that thing for one hour and 15 min- 
utes. Then he rested for 10 mj 
and came back for forty zfs 

more. He is a leg 








musie and 4 greatest 
si ur fizz. se played 

ho he wrote 
2! sa layed in 
almost 20, fy ruttin’ 
With Some Ba layed 
and he sang ues” 


and, with onl iano 
for backgroun di ul, 
slow “Southl in -clear 
yet peculiarly d tone. He also 
did modern n rs, singing them 


in a gravel voice and with his amus- 
ing, teeth-chattering style. He did 
just about everything ... no less 
than 27 straight songs, ranging 
from early jazz to modern film tunes. 


—Robert Sylvester 
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 


oe 


THERE WAS A DEAL OF CHAT- 
TER about the property of jazz 
music in concert halls t 


years ago. Even 
nfit 
“a juin 
nged now. 


nstrong brought his 
egie Hall, and alter- 
nated his remarkable vocals with 
his wonderful trumpet playing, the 
concert was regarded as an event. 


—Robert A. Simon 
THE NEW YORKER 









BILLY BERG’S WASN’T BIG 
ENOUGH to hold the faithful who 
thronged to welcome him back. 
Hoagy Carmichael led the cheering 
when Old Satchelmouth, his steak- 
thick lips parted in a grin, stepped 
on the stand with so f the great- 





° . 
and big, clea nging’ wt: 
made is Kane of 


“I don’t réfiearsals,” he 
crowed. “I do 0 through that and 
never will. All these cats I’m playing 
with can blow. We don’t need ar- 
rangements. I just say, man, what 
you going to play? They say MUSK- 
RAT RAMBLE. I say follow me, 
and you got the best arrangement 
you ever heard.” 


~TIME MAGAZINE 

















6 eer gt, Oi, ay whe ss 








! 





